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Introduction

 Embark on a
journey through the annals of the Taylor family lineage, where each
chapter weaves a biography reaching back through centuries and
crossing continents. From the lush flourishing countryside of
Laurel and surrounding counties in Kentucky, to the misty shores
and sprawling countryside of Kent County, England, trace the
footsteps of Taylor ancestors back to John and Margaret Taylor in
the year 1450.

 


The Taylor surname has roots entrenched in
the aftermath of the Norman invasion of England in the year 1066.
The Normans were of French origin. They were descendants of the
Vikings who had settled in the northern region of France, which
came to be known as Normandy. The Norman dynasty originated with
the Viking chieftain Rollo, also known as Rolf, who was granted the
territory of Normandy by the Frankish king Charles the Simple in
the early 10th century. Over time, the Normans adopted the French
language, culture, and customs, although they retained some Norse
heritage as well. In 1066, William the Conqueror, a descendant of
the Norman dynasty, led the Norman invasion of England and
subsequently became the first Norman king of England. This is where
the Taylor family finds its roots.

The meaning of the surname Taylor is
speculated to stem from the French-Norman word for "tailor",
signifying a lineage of craftsmen and artisans. Through the
corridors of time the Taylor name has grown, becoming a familiar
echo across the landscapes of the United States, United Kingdom,
and continents around the world.
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Chapter 1

 Sebastian Cabot
“Bassey” Taylor

1873 - 1939
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Sebastian Taylor, affectionately known as
Bassey, was born on a crisp Sunday, February 2nd of 1873 at home in
the countryside of Blackwater, Laurel County, Kentucky. He arrived
as the second of four children into the loving embrace of his
parents, Thomas Isaac and Sarah Elizabeth Taylor, nee Hales, who
nurtured him among the rolling hills and green pastures of
Kentucky.

 


At the tender age of 20, Bassey embarked on
a new chapter of his life, exchanging vows with his beloved Lucy
Bell Jones on Thursday, March 16th of 1893. Their union blossomed
in the picturesque surroundings of London, Laurel County,
Kentucky,

where Lucy Bell, daughter of Stephen Gipson
and Sarah Jones, née Weaver, brought youthful exuberance to their
partnership at the age of 16.

 


Their matrimonial journey unfolded against
the backdrop of a rapidly changing world. In the late 19th century,
innovation was rampant, with inventions shaping the course of
history. Bassey witnessed the birth of remarkable creations such as
the paper towel, the Comic Book, cotton candy, the crown cork
bottle cap, and the pioneering work in radio transmission by Nikola
Tesla.

 


However, amidst these strides of progress,
the world grappled with adversity. Epidemics like cholera, malaria,
and yellow fever cast a shadow over communities, claiming lives and
leaving scars of sorrow. Bassey and Lucy Bell persevered, raising
six children amid the turbulence of their time.

 


As the years passed, Bassey remained a
steadfast pillar of strength for his family and neighbors. He
witnessed the dawn of the 20th century, marked by the
Spanish-American War and the devastating "Third Pandemic" of the
bubonic plague. Through it all, Bassey's dedication to his loved
ones never wavered.

 


Bassey and Lucy had ten children who learned
early the work necessary for life on the family farm. The children
grew with the knowledge of self sufficiency, hard work, and
faith.

After a blissful journey of 46 years
together, Bassey bid farewell to this world on Tuesday, January
24th of 1939, leaving behind a legacy of love and resilience. Lucy
Bell, his devoted companion, carried on for another 22 years, her
spirit enduring until Thursday, April 13th of 1961, a testament to
the indomitable human spirit in the face of life's trials and
triumphs.

 


In the tapestry of history, Sebastian
"Bassey" Taylor's life shines as a testament to the resilience of
the human spirit, navigating the currents of change with grace and
fortitude, leaving an indelible mark on the hearts of those he held
dear.
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Sentinel Echo Newspaper.
London, Kentucky. January 26, 1939

SEBASTIAN TAYLOR SUCCUMBS
TUESDAY AT BLACKWATER

 


Mr. Sebastian Taylor, 68
years old, well-known farmer, died at 3:45 o'clock Tuesday
afternoon at his home in Blackwater, following a year's illness
with heart trouble.

 


Funeral services were held
at 11 o'clock this morning at Blackwater, with the Rev. Walter
Clark officiating.

 


Interment followed in the
family cemetery at Blackwater by the Rawlings Funeral
Home.

 


A native of this county,
Mr. Taylor is survived by two sons, Tilford and Sam Taylor, of
Blackwater,

 


and five daughters,
Mesdames Tommie and Lillie Smith and Laura Weaver, all of
Blackwater, Mrs. Sarah Chandler of London, and Mrs. Cimmie Benge of
Lida.
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Chapter 2

 Thomas Isaac
Taylor, Senior

1842 - 1924
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Thomas Isaac Taylor, the thirteenth child of
Isaac Jacob and Rhoda Roseanna Taylor, was born on a crisp
Wednesday, November 23rd, 1842, in Laurel County, Kentucky. His
birth coincided with a time of innovation and turmoil in the United
States, with the country grappling with the aftermath of the
Mexican-American War and the dawn of technological advancements
like the grain elevator and ether anesthesia.

 


Growing up in Kentucky during the mid-19th
century, Thomas witnessed the invention of crucial technologies
that would shape modern society. In 1853, David M. Smith introduced
the clothespin, simplifying household chores, while George Crum's
accidental creation of the potato chip in 1853 would soon become a
beloved snack across the nation.

 


At the age of 28, Thomas exchanged vows with
Sarah Elizabeth Hales on Thursday, January 20th, 1870. Sarah,
daughter of Sebastian Cabot Hales and Lucinda Woolum, brought
youthful energy into their union, marrying Thomas at the tender age
of 18. Their marriage bore witness to both personal joy and
national hardship, with epidemics like cholera and yellow fever
ravaging communities across America.

 


As the couple navigated through the joys and
challenges of family farm life, the nation was embroiled in the
Civil War, claiming the lives of over 600,000 individuals between
1861 and 1865. Yet, amidst the turmoil, Thomas and Sarah welcomed
nine children into their home, building a legacy of resilience and
love.

 


Thomas' life intersected with pivotal
moments in history,

including the invention of the chuckwagon by
Charles Goodnight in 1866, revolutionizing how food was prepared
and served on the American frontier. Meanwhile, innovations like
the tape measure, patented by Alvin J. Fellows in 1868, showcased
the ingenuity of the era.

 


Tragically, after 53 years of marriage,
Sarah Elizabeth passed away on Tuesday, May 29th, 1923, at the age
of 71. Within a year, Thomas joined her in eternal rest on Tuesday,
January 1st, 1924, at the age of 82. They are both buried at the
Taylor Cemetery in Blackwater.

 


Their lives intertwined with the tapestry of
American history, embodying the resilience and perseverance of a
generation that witnessed both adversity and progress.
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Chapter 3

 Jacob Isaac
Taylor

1792 – 1888
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Within the rugged terrain of Burke County,
North Carolina, on the crisp morning of Saturday, November 17th,
1792, Isaac Jacob Taylor took his first breath, announcing the
arrival of the ninth child in the lineage of Isaac and Rachel
Taylor, nee McCurry.

 


Nestled among the rolling hills and
murmuring streams of Appalachia, Isaac Jacob's childhood unfolded
amidst the rustic charm of frontier life, where family ties ran
deep and community bonds were unbreakable.

 


As the years rolled by Isaac Jacob embarked
on the voyage of matrimony at the age of 25, his heart entwined
with that of Rhoda Roseanna Smith on Sunday, August 17th
of 1817. Rhoda traced her lineage back to Thomas Unis and Eunice
Nancy Smith, nee Lewis. She was 19 years old when they married.

 


Amidst the tapestry of their union, whispers
of oral traditions mingled with the winds of time, cast a veil of
mystery over Isaac and Rhoda's legacy. One such tale spoke of the
remarkable fruitfulness of their marriage, with legends recounting
the birth of 21 or perhaps 22 children. Though historical
documentation such as birth certificates may cast doubt upon the
truth of these claims, the echo of their existence lingers and is
woven into the fabric of family lore.

 


Another narrative, tinged with the
melancholy of separation, spoke of Isaac and Rhoda's twilight years
marked by discord and disillusionment. The story unfolded with a
fateful loan gone awry, a thousand dollars lost to the winds of
betrayal, and the bitter aftermath that followed. Rhoda, her heart
heavy with outrage, purportedly severed the ties that once bound
them together, leaving behind a legacy tarnished by regret and
resentment.

 


Yet, amidst the shadows of adversity, a
glimmer of levity emerged in the form of a shared story.
Descendants, gathered in the autumn of 1958, recounted with
amusement the tale of a passing stranger's jest, seeking out the
woman reputed to have borne 21 or 22 children. Rhoda's spirited
response, immortalized in laughter, has resonated through the ages:
"Why, that's nothing. I could have 21 more if I had a man."

 


As the years unfolded, the census records of
1860 painted a picture of family upheaval. Isaac, now solitary save
for the company of his son Clayborn, found refuge in the rolling
hills of Knox County, Kentucky, in a village later christened
Tedders. Meanwhile, Rhoda's absence from the family homestead spoke
volumes of the chasm that had widened between them, a silent
testament to the passage of time and the variability’s of human
relationships.

 


During Isaac Jacob Taylor's lifetime,
numerous significant events unfolded that undoubtedly captured his
interest. From the emergence of new inventions to the outbreaks of
epidemics, the timeline was marked by a series of noteworthy
occurrences.






In 1792, the invention of the cracker by
John Pearson revolutionized the way people consumed biscuits,
particularly benefiting sailors with its extended shelf life during
long sea voyages. Meanwhile, the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793
swept through Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, leaving a profound impact
across the region.

 


The introduction of the cotton gin in 1794
by Eli Whitney transformed the cotton industry, paving the way for
the dominance of "King Cotton" in the South, although this led to
increased reliance on slave labor. Simultaneously, Benjamin
Thompson Rumford's innovative fireplace design in 1796 enhanced
heating efficiency and aesthetics in homes, earning widespread
adoption.

 


As the 19th century progressed,
technological advancements continued to shape society. In 1805,
Oliver Evans devised the

vaporized refrigeration machine, laying the
groundwork for modern refrigeration systems. Meanwhile, Hannah Lord
Montague's invention of the detachable collar in 1827
revolutionized clothing accessories, offering convenience and
versatility to wearers.






The 1830s witnessed further innovations,
including the electric telegraph, pioneered by Joseph Henry and
later popularized by Samuel Morse. This breakthrough in
communication technology heralded a new era of rapid long-distance
messaging, culminating in the establishment of Morse code as a
standardized communication system.

 


Amidst these advancements, epidemics such as
cholera and yellow fever continued to pose significant challenges,
underscoring the ongoing struggle against infectious diseases.
However, medical milestones like Crawford Long's use of ether
anesthesia in 1842 marked crucial progress in surgical practices,
improving patient outcomes and pain management. This was very
helpful during the War Between the States.

 


Throughout this dynamic period, inventions
and epidemics intersected, shaping the course of history and
leaving a lasting legacy on society. Isaac Jacob Taylor's lifetime
bore witness to a remarkable era of innovation and resilience,
defined by both triumphs and challenges.






On Sunday, January 14th of 1888 Isaac passed
away at the age of 96. He is buried at the Taylor Cemetery in
Blackwater, Laurel County, Kentucky. About nine years earlier,
Rhoda passed away on June 16th of 1879.
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Chapter 4

 Isaac Taylor

1731 – 1786

 


Isaac Taylor was born in 1731 in Craven,
North Carolina, British Colonial America. He was the eighth of
eleven children born to William and Mary, nee Atherton, Taylor.

 


At the age of about 22, Isaac
Taylor was granted 200 Acres of land on both sides of Fishing Creek
in April 1753 by the State of North Carolina - this land was
actually in South Carolina territory but the border between the two
colonies had not been officially surveyed at that time and North
Carolina regularly issued land grants in the disputed area. At this
same time, there were two other Taylors - William and Jacob - who
also obtained land grants from North Carolina. Isaac and Jacob’s
land was on Fishing Creek, west bank of the Catawba River and
William on the east bank. Isaac deeded his 200 Acres to John
Mathews in 1754, but he evidently was still living on Fishing Creek
in 1765 as a survey in that year for a man named Daniel Croft
located the property "..... between north and south forks of
Fishing Creek bordering Isaac Taylor's land....."
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Fanily Group Sheet

6 Name: Fanny Taylor
Born' January 22, 1905 in’ Kentucky, United States
Died: May 21,1999 in London, Laurel Co
F Kentucky, United States
Married: July 26, 1922 in: Lida, Laurel Co
Kentucky USA
Spouse: James Garfield Smith
7 Name: Laurie Edna Taylor
Born: February 14, 1907
E Died: 1981
Married: Unknown
Spouse: Ernest Weaver
s Name: Lilie Esther Taylor
Born: February 14, 1907 i Kentucky USA
F Died: August 04, 1994 in Kentucky USA
Married: Janvary 29, 1924 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA
Spouse: Wilis Thomas Smith
B Name: Cimmie Cleo Taylor
Born: January 15, 1913 in: Blackwater, Laurel Co,
% Kentucky USA
Died: February 13, 1992 in: Hamilton, Butler Co., Ohio
Married:
Spouse: Clayborn Benge
10 Name: Tilford Ray Taylor
Born: January 10, 1917 in’ Laurel County, Kentucky
Usa
" Died: December 10, 1976 in: Phoenix, Maricope

County, Arizona
Married: March 25, 1946 in: London, Laurel County

Kentucky USA
Spouse: Geraldine Rader
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Family Group Sheet
Husband: Sabastion Gabor Cabot Taylor

Born: February 02, 1873 in: Kentucky USA =
Married: 1803 in: Laurel County, Kentucky, USA ~f‘
Died: January 24, 1939 in: Blackwater, Laurel Co %
Kentucky USA
Father: Thomas Isaac Taylor
Mother: Sarah Elizabeth Hales

‘Wife: Lucy Belle Jones
Born: July 15, 1877 in: Bush, Laurel County, Kentucky

UsA
Died: April 13, 1961 in: Laurel County, Kentucky USA
Father: Stephen Gipson Jones I
Mother: Sarah Weaver L
CHILDREN
1 Name: Whitney C_ Tavlor
Born: December 12, 1893 in: Blackwater, Laurel Co,
M Kentucky USA
Died: October 17, 1936 in: Prineville, Crook County
Oregon

Name: Shelvy Roy Taylor

Born: March 30, 1896 in: Blackwater, Laurel Co.
Kentucky USA.

Died: October 11, 1918 in: New York City, New York

3 Name: Samuel Troy Taylor
Born: August 25, 1898
M ed: May 08, 1974

Married: Unknown
Spouse: Maggie H. vy

4 Name: Shelly Taylor
F Born' Janvary 28, 1900

Died: April 19, 1900
5 Name: Sarah Elizabeth Taylor

Born May 07,1902 in: Blackwater, Laurel Co,
% Kentucky USA

Died: December 16, 1988
Married:
Spouse: Charlie C. Chandler
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Thomas Isaac Taylor Family
Circa 1883

LR: Samuel Troy, Thomas Isaac, Sarah Elizabeth, Albert Ross,
Sebastian Gabor Cabot, Lousanna Levisy Lucy,
and Thomas Isaac.

Picture taken before the birth of Ellen Ella (1885),
Chester A. (1889), and Myrtle Mae (1892).
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Fanily Group Sheet

3 Name: Lousanna Levisy Lucy Taylor
Borm: August 26, 1875 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA
F Died: February 12, 1912 i Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA
Married: Unknown
Spouse: Sam Gilbert
3 Name: Thomas Isaac Jutior Taylor
Borm: November 23, 1877 in: Blackwater, Laurel Co
Kentucky USA
M Died: May 02,1017 i Laurel Co., Kentucky
UsA
Married: Unknown
Spouse: Nannie Walden
5 Name: Albert Ross Tavior
Born: November 27, 1871 in: Blackwater, Laurel Co.
Kentucky USA '
M Died: May 09, 1929 in: Laurel County, Kentucky La)
UsA
Married: Unknown
Spouse: Eliza Brock
5 Name: Sabastion Gabar Cabot Taylor
Borm: February 02, 1873 in: Kentucky USA oo
Died: January 24, 1930 i Blackwater, Laurel Co.
M Kentucky USA ”‘"“ 2l
Married: 1893 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA
Spouse: Lucy Belle Jones
7 ‘Name: Samuel Troy Taylor
Borm March 21, 1881 in:Blackwater, Laurel Co.
Kentucky USA
M Died: December 10, 1948 i Blackiwater, Laurel Co.
Kentucky USA
Married: Unknown
Spouse: Mary Angeline Jones
B Name: Ellen Ella Tayior
Borm: August 28, 1885 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA
F Died: June 22, 1961 i Landon, Laurel County
Kentucky, USA

Married: Unknown
Spouse: Thomas Jefferson Tones
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Family Group Sheet

‘Husband: Thomas Isaac Senior Taylor

Born: November 23, 1842 in: Laurel County, Kentucky USA

Married: January 27, 1870 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA

in'Blackwater, Laurel Co
Kentucky USA

Died: January 01, 1924

Father: Isaac Jacob Taylor
Mother: Rhoda Roseanna Smith
W

Sarah Elizabeth Hales

Born: Janvary 20, 1852 in' Blackwater, Laurel Co
Kentucky USA
Died: May 20,1923 in: Blackwater, Laurel Co,

Kentucky USA.
Father: Sebastian Cabot Hales

Mother: Lucinda Woolum

CHILDREN
1 Name: Lucinda Taylor
E Born: 1869
Died: 1875
Name: Sebastian Gabor Cabot Bassey Taylor
s
Kentucky USA -
M Died: January 24, 1939 in: Kentucky vy
Married: March 16, 1893 in: London, Laurel County, -
Keancks i

Spouse: Lucy Bell Jones
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Family Group Sheet

9 Name: Chester A_ Taylor
Born: July 18, 1889 inBlackwater, Laurel Co
Kentucky USA
M Died: 1981 in: Yates Center, Woodson
Co., Kans:

Married: Unknown
Spouse: Pharby Sasser

10 Name: Myrtle Mae Taylor
Born: September 14, 1892 in: Blackwater, Laurel Co
Kentucky USA
Died: Tuly 01, 1974
Married: 1916
Spouse: Ira Langley
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Family Group Sheet

‘Husband: Tsaac Jacob Taylor

Born: November 17, 1792 in: Burke County, North Carolina
United States of America
Married: August 17, 1817 in: Clay, Kentucky, United States
Died: Tanuary 14, 1888 in: Blackwater, Laurel Co,
Kentucky, USA
Father: Isaac Taylor
Mother: Rachel McCurry

‘Wife: Rhoda Roseanna Smith

Born: June 10, 1799 in: South Carolina, USA
Died: June 16, 1879 in: Blackwater, Laurel Co,

Kentucky, USA
Father: Thomas Unis Smith
Mother: Eunice Nancy Lewis
CHILDREN
T Name: Henry Harrison Taylor
Borm May 10, 1818 in: Clay County, Kentucky
UsA
M Died: August 09, 1837 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
Usa
Married:

Spouse: Nancy Jones

2 Name: Hiram Taylor
Born: December 28, 1819 in: Clay County, Kentucky

UsA
M Died: Tanuary 13, 1876 in' Blackwater, Laurel Co
Kentucky USA
Married:
Spouse: Mary Davis
3 Name: Margaret Taylor
Born: February 04, 1822 in: Clay County, Kentucky
UsA
Died: September 13, 1893 in: Russell Springs, Russell
i County, Kentucky, USA
Married: May 27, 1838 in- Laurel County, Kentucky

UsA

Spouse: Tohn C. A. Hale

Married: Unknown in: Home of Sebastin Hales
Spouse: John C.A. Hale
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Family Gronp Sheet

10

Name: Willam Taylor
Born: October 17, 1833 in: Clay County, Kentucky
Died: April 28, 1926 in' Blackwater, Laurel Co

M Kentucky USA
Married: July 16, 1857 i’ Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA
Spouse: Telitha Cumi Woofum
1 Name: Henry Grant Speedwell Taylor
Born: July 12, 1836 in’Blackwater, Kentucky
Usa
% Died: 1909 in: Madison County
A Arkansas. USA
Married: October 20, 1855 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA

Spouse: Elenor Melie Yaden

Name: Theresa Taylor

Born: July 23, 1838 in: Clay County, Kentucky
F USsA
Died: 1840 in: Clay County, Kentucky
UsA
13 Name: Thomas Tsazc Senior Taylor
Born: November 23, 1842 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
Usa
A Died: Tanuary 01, 1924 in' Blackwater, Laurel Co
A Kentucky USA
Married: Janvary 27, 1870 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA
Spouse: Sarah Elizabeth Hales
14 Name: Rhoda Taylor
Born: December 06, 1845 in: Clay County, Kentucky
Died: February 17, 1929 in: London, Laurel Co
F Kentucky, United States
Married: December 06, 1859 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
Usa
Spouse: Barden Tuttle
15 ‘Name: Lucinday Lecretia Taylor
Born: July 18, 1846 in’ Laurel Co., Kentucky
F UsA
Died: 1864 in: Laurel Co., Kentucky

USA
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Family Group Sheet

4 Name: Clayborn W. Taylor
Borm: November 17, 1823 in: Clay County, Kentucky
UsA
M Died: June 18, 1918 i Tedders, Kaos County
Kentucky USA
Married: Unknown
Spouse: Sarah Anise Woolum
5 Name: Nancy T
Borm: January i Blackwater, Laurel Co.
Kentucky USA
F Died: January 10, 1913 in: Girdler, Knos County
Kentucky USA
Married: Unknown
Spouse: Willam Gilbert
5 ‘Name: Emma Tayior
Borm: April 19, 1827
F ied: Unknown
Married: March 25, 1845 in- Unknown
Spouse: Tsaac Hales
7 Name: Eunicy Emaline Nicy Taylor
Borm April 19,1827 in: Clay Co., Kentucky USA
Died: May 05, 1915 i Laurel County, Kentucky
F United States of America
Married: March 25, 1845 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA
Spouse: James Francis Marion Hale
B Name: Mary Taylor
Borm March 19, 1829 in: Laurel County, Kentucky 8
UsA 4
F Died: January 05, 1916 i Kaox County, Kentucky ;
UsA
Married: Unknown m
Spouse: Samuel 5. Woolum
o Name: Catherine Taylor
Borm: February 27, 1831 in: Clay County, Kentucky
UsA
F Died: November 15, 1900 i Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA

Married: 1852
Spouse: Felix G. Gilbert
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Fanily Group Sheet

16 Name: Lucretia Taylor

F Born: July 18, 1846
Died: Unknown

17 Name: Ezekiel Taylor

M Born: Unknown






