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Introduction

The Hundred Years' War was not merely a continuous military event, but a complex mosaic of tensions that defined the transition from the Middle Ages to the Modern Era on the European continent. At the heart of this dispute was the clash between two conceptions of power that could no longer coexist in the same geographical and political space. On one side was the feudal tradition based on ties of vassalage, and on the other, the birth of the idea of ​​absolute national sovereignty. French territory became the chessboard of a bloody game where the pieces were moved by dynastic ambitions and hereditary rights that became intertwined with the very borders of France. 

The beginning of this century of conflict plunged into an identity crisis that affected both the elite and the peasantry, who suffered the direct consequences of constant invasions and pillaging. The roots of the problem went back to the time when English monarchs possessed vast lands in France, which technically made them vassals of the kings of France. This situation created an unsustainable legal and political paradox, as one sovereign did not easily accept bowing before another. When the main Capetian lineage came to an end without a direct male heir, the succession issue served as the perfect trigger to ignite latent rivalries.

The battles that followed not only altered borders but revolutionized the very art of war and the military technology of the time. The emergence of the Welsh longbow and later the strategic use of gunpowder artillery marked the decline of heavy cavalry, which was the ultimate symbol of the feudal nobility. The figure of the armored knight gave way to the professional soldier and the archer capable of taking down opponents at great distances, changing the dynamics of power. Beyond the military aspect, the European economy was profoundly shaken by this state of permanent war, which demanded ever-increasing taxes to support distant and expensive armies.

The social impact of this period was intensified by natural disasters and health crises such as the Black Death, which decimated entire populations as armies marched. Human suffering reached unimaginable levels, forcing society to reorganize and question the old protective structures that the nobility was supposed to offer. Peasant revolts emerged, along with a new sense of belonging that went beyond loyalty to the local lord, now focusing on the figure of the king and the homeland. This incipient nationalism was the driving force that allowed entire communities to survive the devastation caused by the infamous scorched-earth tactics.

Analyzing this vast panorama, we realize that the conflict definitively shaped the identities of England and France as we know them today. England, forced to retreat to its island, consolidated its language and internal institutions, while France emerged from the chaos as a centralized and powerful state. The legends and characters that arose in this context became eternal symbols of courage and human tragedy, serving as inspiration for centuries of literature. Understanding the nuances of this long period is fundamental to understanding how Europe left behind the feudal system to embrace the complexity of modern nation-states.

In this uncertain scenario, the reader will find a narrative full of political twists and turns where diplomacy often failed and steel decided the fate of peoples. It is not merely a list of dates or names of generals, but the account of a profound cultural transformation that altered religion and art. The resistance of besieged cities and the bravery of ordinary individuals form the fabric of this story that has spanned generations without ever losing its dramatic intensity. This is an invitation to immerse yourself in a time when honor and survival walked hand in hand under the gray sky of a Europe in flames, ready to be reborn from the ashes of its own millennia-long destruction.





1. The origins of a centuries-old conflict between two rival crowns







The succession dispute for the French throne after the death of Charles IV.

The death of Charles IV in 1328 without leaving a direct male heir created a power vacuum that would definitively alter the course of European history for over a century. This event was not merely a matter of royal mourning but a complex legal problem that jeopardized the stability of one of the oldest monarchies in the Western continent at the time. With the direct Capetian lineage extinct, the political elites of France had to look to collateral branches or distant relatives for someone who could legitimately hold the crown. The selection process involved interpretations of ancient laws and the interests of the nobility, who feared losing their territorial privileges should the throne fall into unwanted foreign hands.

Edward III of England emerged as a strong candidate because he was the nephew of the late king through his mother Elizabeth, which gave him an undeniable biological connection to the royal lineage. However, the French nobility invoked the validity of the Salic Law, a Germanic tradition that prevented the crown from being transmitted through the female line to guarantee internal local sovereignty. This legal maneuver aimed to exclude the English monarch and favor Philip of Valois, who was a cousin of the deceased king and represented the continuity of an elite genuinely rooted in French soil. The tension between Edward's claimed right of blood and the French legalistic interpretation transformed a common dynastic succession into a large-scale geopolitical dispute.

The coronation of Philip VI did not end the disputes but served to crystallize a rivalry that had been fueled by decades of minor frictions across various geographical borders. Edward III, although young and initially pressured by internal problems in his own kingdom, did not forget what he considered to be his legitimate inheritance, stolen by a maneuver of his rivals. The new French king, in turn, needed to consolidate his authority in the face of vassals who did not always view his rise with complete enthusiasm or absolute loyalty at the beginning of his reign. This scenario of mutual distrust created an environment where any diplomatic incident could be used as justification for the start of a large-scale military mobilization.
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