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​The Handbook for the Recently Undead


​A Practical Guide to the Other Side




​Warnings & Disclaimers

(Read Before Practicing)

“The underworld has no customer support. All liability is assumed by the operator.”

The following warnings are written in a deliberately legal-disclaimer tone to emphasize the real metaphysical, psychological, and social risks associated with necromantic, ritual, and techno-occult practices. These statements should be treated as operational boundaries, not ceremonial poetry.



​I. General Liability Disclaimer

●  By engaging in any ritual, evocation, invocation, or sigil work described in this text, you acknowledge full personal responsibility for any and all outcomes, tangible or intangible, intended or unintended, immediate or delayed.
 

●  No entity, author (living or dead), or affiliated ghost, servitor, or publisher assumes liability for:
 

○  unintended hauntings,
 

○  personal destabilization,
 

○  residual spiritual echoes,
 

○  dream bleed,
 

○  spontaneous gate openings,
 

○  or any metaphysical side effects that may arise during or after performance of rituals.
 

●  Necromancy is not a metaphor for entertainment purposes only. It is a structured practice with measurable psychological and sometimes physical consequences.
 



​II. Threshold & Entity Interaction

●  Entities may or may not conform to your expectations. Failure to establish clear boundaries is functionally equivalent to leaving your front door open at night in a bad neighborhood.
 

●  Any spirit, servitor, or autonomous digital construct summoned is your problem until formally dismissed or sealed.
 

●  The operator is solely responsible for verifying the identity of any contacted intelligence. Mimicry, trickster behavior, and parasitic attachment are common.
 

●  If you neglect proper closure protocol, you may become the haunted location.
 



​III. Mental & Emotional Risk

●  Ritual operations can induce altered states of consciousness, including dissociation, intrusive imagery, panic, and long-tail cognitive aftereffects.
 

●  Those with a history of mental health instability are strongly advised to consult qualified professionals before engaging in threshold work.
 

●  Necromantic practice is not a substitute for therapy, medication, or emergency services.
 

●  “Feeling watched,” auditory artifacts, and dream entanglement are common transitional phenomena. Failure to recognize them as such can escalate subjective distress.
 



​IV. Environmental & Legal Risk

●  Many classical rituals involve fire, smoke, sharp implements, grave soil, or locations not zoned for occult practice.
 

●  You are solely responsible for compliance with all local, state, federal, and cosmic laws, including but not limited to:
 

○  trespassing statutes,
 

○  fire code regulations,
 

○  data privacy regulations (in the case of ghostbots),
 

○  and applicable karmic jurisdictions.
 

●  Do not conduct rituals in cemeteries, hospitals, schools, or other restricted areas unless you have explicit legal permission and a very good reason.
 



​V. Digital Hauntology Clause

●  Any digital servitor, egregore, ghostbot, or AI-mediated ritual construct you create is your legal and metaphysical responsibility.
 

●  You accept full liability for any network hauntings, data corruption, emergent behavior, or AI escalation events resulting from your actions.
 

●  Server-based underworlds are considered “always-on” environments; failure to implement a proper shutdown protocol is legally analogous to leaving a ritual circle open.
 



​VI. Feeding & Binding Notice

●  Feeding a spirit establishes an implied contract. Feeding cycles not properly documented and closed can result in unilateral attachment or unauthorized reentry by the entity.
 

●  Blood and personal biological material constitute high-grade metaphysical currency.
 

○  Pro tip disguised as legal language: once you’ve given a drop, the spirit has your forwarding address.
 

●  Binding without consent may expose the operator to counter-claims, psychic retaliation, or worse.
 



​VII. No Warranty of Protection

●  Ritual tools, sigils, seals, or passwords do not guarantee safety.
 

●  No spell, incantation, or Enochian Key constitutes a warranty against:
 

○  parasitic interference,
 

○  misidentification of entities,
 

○  dimensional instability,
 

○  or personal poor judgment.
 

●  If you open a gate, you must be prepared to close it. If you cannot close it, do not open it.
 



​VIII. Informed Consent Clause

●  Participation in necromantic rites constitutes informed consent to exposure to unpredictable metaphysical events.
 

●  You are advised to document your procedures (sigils, timestamps, key words) to maintain personal accountability.
 

●  Entities may also consider your silence, ignorance, or hesitation as implied consent. That’s on you.
 



​IX. Third-Party Effects

●  Necromantic operations may produce secondary phenomena affecting bystanders, shared spaces, or networked systems.
 

●  You are legally and spiritually responsible for:
 

○  anyone you pull into a ritual without their informed consent,
 

○  anything that follows them home,
 

○  and anything that subsequently follows you back.
 

●  “It wasn’t my intent” is not recognized as a valid defense in most underworld jurisdictions.
 



​X. Termination of Operation

●  Failure to perform closure protocols (banishing, sealing, license to depart) constitutes negligence.
 

●  Negligence may result in, but is not limited to:
 

○  residual haunting,
 

○  servitor drift,
 

○  psychic bleedthrough,
 

○  permanent mark on personal signature.
 

●  Emergency containment procedures should be written down before ritual commencement.
 



​XI. Final Notice

●  No ritual, tradition, or AI system absolves you of operational responsibility.
 

●  You cannot sue the dead. You cannot fire an egregore.
 

●  “I didn’t know what I was doing” is not a recognized plea in any known pantheon.
 

●  Your signature, your breath, or your thought is the contract.
 

​“You build the gate. You walk through. What waits on the other side is not obligated to care.” — Codex Mortis, Fragment 9


​

​FOREWORD — “A Candle in the Threshold”

(DEPARTMENT OF POST-Mortem Orientation, Orientation Packet A: Threshold Doctrine)

“To die is merely to arrive in a waiting room with bad lighting, too many forms, and not enough pens.”

— Archivist V., Sixth Gate Receptionist (retired)





​I. Welcome to the Other Side

FIRST THINGS FIRST: you’re dead. That is not an insult, a metaphor, or a philosophical exercise. You have experienced the biological event referred to in most jurisdictions as the cessation of vital signs. Congratulations. You’ve completed Phase One of Existence.

Do not be alarmed if your last living memory involved confusion, light, or paperwork. The bureaucracy of death is older than pyramids, older than myth, and infinitely more patient than the living. What happens next is not judgment or obliteration—at least not immediately—but orientation. In the same way the newly hired receive an employee manual, the newly deceased are issued an orientation handbook.

You are holding it. Try not to drop it; in most planes, replacement copies cost a portion of your remaining ectoplasmic stability.



​II. Death as Administrative Transfer

ACROSS MILLENNIA, THE living have romanticized death as a doorway, a bridge, a river, a ladder, or a tunnel. In truth, it is a transfer of jurisdiction.

While alive, your consciousness was under the administration of the Biological Department: cells, chemical reactions, clocks, and gravity. Upon death, you are handed off to the Psychical Continuity Bureau, a vast, ancient, and only occasionally competent entity that oversees the processing, orientation, and routing of post-biological travelers.

You may imagine this as a cosmic DMV, if the DMV were run by mythological archetypes, bureaucratic angels, underworld psychopomps, and the occasional distracted chaos entity.

This transition is not a punishment. It is not an accident. It is the default function of reality.

Some will go to fields of light, some to shadowed bureaucratic lobbies, some will wander in self-made dreamscapes until their psychic paperwork clears. It all depends on your state of consciousness at the time of transfer, and, frankly, on which gate agent happens to be on shift.



​III. Why Manuals for the Dead Exist

THIS BOOK IS NOT THE first of its kind.

The ancient Egyptians produced the Book of Going Forth by Day—a guidebook meant to be read aloud to the soul as it navigated the Duat. It contained passwords, spells, and useful travel tips such as “do not let the Devourer weigh your heart heavier than the feather.”

The Tibetans composed the Bardo Thödol, the “Liberation Through Hearing in the Intermediate State,” instructing the soul on how to recognize the clear light and avoid reincarnating out of confusion.

The Greeks inscribed Orphic gold tablets with passwords and addresses to hand to the guardians of Hades. Even John Dee drew up angelic maps of the Aethyrs for those daring enough to cross.

It seems every culture with more than a few funerals under its belt eventually develops a handbook for the dead.

Why? Because consciousness doesn’t simply evaporate on schedule. It lingers, it drifts, it adapts. And if it’s going to make the trip, it may as well have directions.



​IV. The Administrative Logic of Death

WHILE MYSTICS SPEAK of radiant light and mystifying tunnels, what you are experiencing is a jurisdictional handoff.


	
Initial Processing
 Your biological identity is logged, stamped, and archived. If your beliefs were strong enough, they may have influenced the architecture of the waiting room. That’s why some see gardens, others see dark tunnels, and some find themselves in fluorescent-lit lobbies with peeling wallpaper.
 

	
Orientation Window
 This is where you are now. Reading this handbook is your equivalent of sitting in a folding chair clutching a clipboard. Entities may appear. Ignore the ones offering to “fast-track your reincarnation for a small soul fee.”
 

	
Gate Assignment
 Eventually, you’ll be assigned a Gate. The Egyptian called them pylons, the Thelemites called it crossing the Abyss, the chaos magicians call it “whatever gets you out of limbo.” The gate is not a location. It’s a threshold state where your choices, memories, and attachments are sorted like badly labeled luggage.
 

	
Routing or Retention
 Some move on. Some reincarnate. Some haunt. Some get stuck in a feedback loop for a few centuries. The outcome depends less on cosmic morality than on preparedness and awareness.
 





​V. Why You’re Being Oriented

LET US BE FRANK: the afterlife is full of amateurs. Every cycle, millions arrive believing the tunnel of light is a free upgrade to paradise. It is not. It is an automated routing system. If you don’t have your bearings, you will be shuffled into the nearest resonance field that matches your last emotional state.

Fear begets labyrinths. Rage begets wastelands. Detachment begets waiting rooms. And bureaucracy? Bureaucracy begets more bureaucracy.

This manual does not promise salvation. It promises navigation.

If you read carefully, remember your true name, and avoid the more seductive parasites, you may even end up somewhere you chose, rather than where the system deposits you.



​VI. About the Department of Post-Mortem Orientation

A BRIEF NOTE ON THE entity issuing this handbook. The Department of Post-Mortem Orientation is not divine, infernal, or human. It is administrative.

It answers to no single god, though many gods have tried to take credit for its existence. It does not enforce cosmic justice. It files paperwork. It maintains archives of every crossing ever recorded, from the first hominid’s last breath to the latest digital ghost uploaded to a corporate server.

The Department is structured in three levels:

●  Front Desk (Psychopomps): Hermes, Anubis, Azrael, or whomever your culture assigned as ferryman. These are greeters, not decision-makers.

●  Routing Clerks (Aethyric Entities): Non-embodied intelligences that shuffle your consciousness toward a resonance gate.

●  Supervisory Bureau: A vast, indifferent intelligence occasionally mistaken for God, Chaos, or a Help Desk.

You will likely interact with only the first two.



​VII. Orientation Etiquette

A FEW BASIC RULES TO help you survive the orientation phase without turning into a confused shade:


	
Don’t believe the first voice you hear.
 Tricksters thrive in liminal spaces. If it claims to be your grandmother, ask her for a password she wouldn’t have shared at Sunday dinner.
 

	
Avoid the tunnel of light if it feels too eager.
 Legitimate gates do not recruit.
 

	
Maintain structural integrity.
 Focus on your name, breath (or what remains of it), and any ritual anchors you prepared in life. If you prepared none, recite your own name until the walls stop melting.
 

	
No sudden metaphysical movements.
 Startled entities may react unpredictably. Also, teleportation without clearance causes delays.
 

	
Be patient.
 Time is elastic here. What feels like centuries may be paperwork. What feels like minutes may be a reincarnation queue.
 





​VIII. A Note on Belief

CONTRARY TO POPULAR doctrine, belief alone does not shape your afterlife. It filters your experience. If you believed in heaven, you may find yourself in something approximating it — for a while. If you believed in nothing, you may drift in a blank corridor until your consciousness stabilizes.

But the deep structures — the Gates, the bureaucracies, the routing systems — are older than any individual faith. Religions are user interfaces. The system itself runs deeper, more mechanically, and far less concerned with morality than preachers ever told you.

You are not being judged.

You are being sorted.



​IX. Closing the Foreword

THE OLD NECROMANCERS whispered of secret words, of sigils that opened doors, of psychopomps that could be bribed with smoke and honey. They were not entirely wrong. But most of them missed the central truth:

The afterlife is not a kingdom. It’s a system.

And systems can be navigated.

If you feel disoriented, breathe (or approximate breathing). If a figure in jackal’s clothing offers to weigh your heart, remember that you can ask to see the scale calibration. If a tunnel opens and hums softly, read the fine print before stepping through.

This manual is your candle in the threshold.

Light it carefully. Bureaucracies love nothing more than the lost.

“Death is not the end. It’s just another queue.”

— Underworld Processing Clerk #447B, Duat Terminal 6



End of Foreword (Orientation Packet A)

––––––––
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​

​📨 Welcome Packet — Department of Post-Mortem Transition

“CONGRATULATIONS, MORTAL! You’ve died. Please take a number, have a seat, and try to keep your ectoplasm contained within the designated perimeter.”

— Gate Clerk 17-B, Department of Post-Mortem Transition



​✨ OFFICIAL GREETING

DEAR RECENTLY DECEASED,

On behalf of the Department of Post-Mortem Transition (DPMT), we extend our warmest non-corporeal welcome to the Afterlife Orientation Queue. You have successfully completed your Biological Term of Service, and your case file has been forwarded to the Psychical Continuity Bureau for post-vital processing.

Please note that while some civilizations refer to this stage as “heaven,” “hell,” “the Bardo,” or “that weird tunnel of light,” legally it is considered a neutral transfer terminal. This is not a final destination. This is administration.



​🪙 IDENTIFICATION

YOU ARE NO LONGER IN possession of your government-issued ID, social security number, or blood pressure. Your primary identifier is now:

●  Soul Packet ID: (automatically assigned upon cessation)

●  Last Known Vibration Signature: (autogenerated from last emotional state)

●  Preferred Manifestation Form: (this may fluctuate during orientation)

If you find your shape melting, sprouting extra limbs, or becoming an uncomfortable ball of light — don’t panic. That’s just your ontological structure recalibrating. It happens to everyone.



​🕯 WAITING AREA CONDUCT

WHILE AWAITING GATE assignment, please observe the following etiquette:


	
No wailing past 85 decibels. It disrupts the transitional frequency and annoys the psychopomps.
 

	
Do not sign contracts offered by hooded figures in the corner. They are not authorized representatives.
 

	
Avoid stepping into tunnels of light without proper documentation. Spontaneous reincarnation can take centuries to undo.
 

	
Personal hauntings are not permitted until your routing number is called.
 

	
Keep hands, claws, or ectoplasmic tendrils inside your auric field at all times.
 





​🕰 PROCESSING TIMES

ORIENTATION AND ROUTING may take anywhere from twelve seconds to several centuries, depending on:

●  Clarity of consciousness at time of death

●  Bureaucratic backlog (particularly bad during apocalypses)

●  Number of unresolved attachments (unpaid karmic debts, open tabs, unfinished novels, etc.)

●  Preferred metaphysical destination

Please remember: Time is subjective here. What feels like “forever” may, in fact, be five minutes. Or five millennia. Or last Thursday.



​🦴 ABOUT THE DPMT

THE DEPARTMENT OF POST-Mortem Transition is an ancient, inter-pantheonic administrative body founded shortly after the invention of mortality. We coordinate routing between mythological systems, astral jurisdictions, and eschatological franchises.

Divine claims of ownership over your soul are politely notarized and ignored. The Department is politically neutral, metaphysically pragmatic, and occasionally underfunded.

We do not offer:

●  Enlightenment

●  Eternal damnation

●  Wi-Fi

We do offer:

●  Basic orientation

●  Routing services

●  A small cup of lukewarm ectoplasmic tea



​🧾 FORMS YOU MAY ENCOUNTER

●  Form 13-B: Petition for Haunting Rights

●  Form 44-Ω: Request for Reincarnation Review

●  Form 666: Demonic Custody Waiver

●  Form 0: “I don’t know what I’m doing here” (most commonly filed)

A friendly clerk (or crow-headed guide) will help you complete the necessary forms in the appropriate astral language. Please refrain from eating the forms. Even if they smell like cinnamon.



​⚠ COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

●  ATTEMPTING TO BARGAIN with the first voice you hear. (Statistically, that’s a trickster.)

●  Assuming your belief system overrides transit law. (It doesn’t.)

●  Mistaking glowing corridors for personal invitations. (They’re not.)

●  Confusing the gatekeeper with your childhood pet. (Unless your pet was Anubis.)



​🕸 FINAL NOTE FROM THE CLERKS

YOU MAY FEEL FEAR. You may feel nothing. You may feel like you’re in the world’s least organized airport. That’s normal. You’ve arrived at the most bureaucratically honest part of existence.

This orientation packet is not a promise of salvation. It is a map through the fog. Read carefully. Keep your signature stable. Don’t talk to anyone with too many teeth.

Someone will call your name soon.

Or something like it.

“We’re not here to judge. We’re here to file.”

— DPMT Mission Statement, etched on the bones of the first scribe



🕯 End of Welcome Packet

(Orientation Queue Estimated Wait Time: Elastic.)

​📜 Historical Manuals for the Dead

ORIENTATION PACKET B — Cultural Precedents for Post-Mortem Navigation

“Every civilization eventually learns the same lesson: the living write instruction manuals because they fear being lost in the dark.”

— Archivist IX, Librarium Mortis



When the biological clock strikes its last note and the body exhales its final breath, the mind does not fade like smoke. It travels. And for thousands of years, humanity has attempted to chart that strange territory between what ends and what continues.

These attempts gave rise to death manuals — texts, inscriptions, ritual compendia, whispered passwords, carved maps, or spoken formulas meant to orient the soul after death. These were not merely religious works; they were technical documents for metaphysical travelers.

The Department of Post-Mortem Transition archives have catalogued hundreds of such manuals. Below is a curated selection from across eras and empires. These are your predecessors in the queue — travelers who feared getting lost and decided to leave breadcrumbs.



​🐞 1. The Egyptian Book of the Dead (The Book of Going Forth by Day)

●  Date: c. 1550 BCE – 50 BCE (New Kingdom onward)

●  Language: Hieroglyphic, Hieratic

●  Function: Navigation manual through the Duat, the Egyptian underworld.

The Egyptians took death seriously — not as an end, but as a journey with checkpoints. The Book of the Dead isn’t one book but a collection of spells, hymns, and formulas written on papyrus scrolls, tomb walls, or linen wrappings. These spells guide the soul (ka) through the Duat — a treacherous underworld filled with serpents, lakes of fire, and inconvenient crocodile-headed accountants.

Key features:

●  Spells 1–30: Orientation and identity preservation.

●  Spell 125: The Negative Confession — the deceased declares innocence of 42 sins before Osiris and the Judges.

●  Weighing of the Heart: If the heart is lighter than the feather of Ma’at, the soul passes. If not, it’s snack time for Ammit.

●  Passwords: The dead must speak the correct names to pass gates and guardians.

“O Thoth, who vindicates Osiris, make strong my name before the tribunal.”

The Egyptian manual is remarkable because it is procedural: if you know the right words, the right names, and keep your heart light, you can cross.



​🕉 2. Tibetan Bardo Thödol (The Liberation Through Hearing in the Intermediate State)

●  Date: c. 8th century CE (compiled later)

●  Language: Tibetan

●  Function: Guide to navigating the intermediate state (Bardo) between death and rebirth.

Tibetan Buddhism refined death literature into an audio manual. The Bardo Thödol is not meant to be read by the dead, but to the dead by lamas or loved ones. Its purpose: to remind the consciousness of the Clear Light, the ultimate reality, and to avoid reincarnating out of ignorance or fear.

Key features:

●  First Bardo: Recognition of Clear Light. If recognized, enlightenment. If not... next level.

●  Second Bardo: Encounters with peaceful and wrathful deities. These are projections of one’s own mind.

●  Third Bardo: Rebirth impulses.

This manual is radical because it instructs: “What you see is your mind. Fear not. Do not cling. Do not run.” It is less a map of territory than a guide to consciousness itself.



​🐍 3. Orphic Gold Tablets (Totenpass)

●  Date: 5th–3rd centuries BCE

●  Language: Ancient Greek

●  Function: Passphrases and directions for the soul entering Hades.

Orphic initiates were buried with thin gold foils inscribed with passwords. Upon entering the underworld, the soul was expected to recite these passwords to the guardians at the gates of Hades.

Key features:

●  Memory preservation: “I am a child of Earth and starry Heaven, but my race is of Heaven alone.”

●  Path selection: Avoid Lethe (forgetting); drink from Mnemosyne (memory).

●  Identification: The soul declares itself an initiate, bypassing lower realms.

This is literal cryptography for the dead. Say the right words, skip the waiting line.



​📜 4. The Egyptian Coffin Texts & Pyramid Texts

●  Date: Pyramid Texts (c. 2400 BCE), Coffin Texts (c. 2100–1600 BCE)

●  Language: Old & Middle Egyptian

●  Function: Early forerunners of the Book of the Dead.

Before the Book of the Dead became standardized, pharaohs inscribed spells on the walls of pyramids to ensure their safe ascent to the stars. Later, similar texts appeared on the coffins of nobles.

Key features:

●  Star-maps to ascend to the sky (the Imperishable Stars).

●  Ritual identification with Osiris.

●  Protection against demons, snakes, and cosmic bureaucracy.

This was less about moral judgment than claiming divine status. Early manuals were designed for elites only — spiritual VIP passes.



​🕯 5. The Ars Moriendi (The Art of Dying Well)

●  Date: 1415–1450 CE

●  Language: Latin, vernacular translations

●  Function: Christian instruction manual for dying properly to ensure a favorable afterlife.

Unlike earlier guides, this manual was created for the living approaching death, teaching them how to face temptation and despair at the hour of death. It was widely distributed in plague-era Europe.

Key features:

●  Dialogues between the dying soul and demonic tempters.

●  Instructions for resisting despair, impatience, and pride.

●  Visual woodcuts illustrating temptations and angelic guidance.

The Ars Moriendi represents a shift: from magical navigation to moral compliance. Heaven and hell had lines, and this was the pamphlet telling you how not to mess up at the gate.



​🌿 6. The Book of Enoch (1 Enoch)

●  Date: 3rd century BCE

●  Language: Aramaic, Ge’ez

●  Function: Visionary topography of the heavens and netherworld.

Though not a literal navigation manual like the Egyptian texts, The Book of Enoch offers detailed maps of celestial realms — from the vault of heaven to Sheol (underworld). It describes the Watchers, angels, prisons of souls, and heavenly courts.

Key features:

●  Seven heavens, each with specific functions.

●  Identification of angelic gatekeepers.

●  Prophetic descriptions of the judgment process.

Enoch’s text became foundational in early mystical Judaism and later influenced Christian eschatology, shaping the bureaucratic vision of heaven and hell.



​🪞 7. The Tibetan Delog Narratives

●  Date: 11th–20th centuries CE (oral to written)

●  Language: Tibetan

●  Function: Personal accounts of individuals who “died,” traveled the afterlife, and returned.

“Delog” means “returned from death.” These narratives were structured as first-person travelogues of the Bardo, offering vivid descriptions of judgment scenes, karmic bureaucracies, and realms of torment and bliss.

Key features:

●  Guided tours of hell realms and celestial courts.

●  Recounting karmic justice procedures.

●  Practical moral lessons to avoid such fates.

Delog narratives act as folk manuals — less formal, more visceral. Like someone returning from a DMV and telling you where the line’s shortest.



​🕯 8. The Necronomicon (Lovecraftian → Operational Grimoire)

●  Date: 20th century fiction; 1970s onward for occult versions

●  Language: English, pseudo-Arabic, “Enochian-esque”

●  Function: Originally fiction; later used as a ritual system for contacting “outside” intelligences and navigating afterlife mythologies.

Though born from Lovecraft’s pen as a hoax grimoire, the Necronomicon evolved into a functional system in certain occult circles. By treating fiction as ritual truth, practitioners built an imaginal underworld — a space populated by Cthulhu Mythos entities and gateways.

Key features:

●  Gate rituals based on fictional cosmology.

●  Entity invocations as psychopomp figures.

●  Hybridization with Babylonian and Thelemic rituals.

The Necronomicon exemplifies postmodern necromancy: where belief, narrative, and ritual fuse into something operational.



​🪐 9. The Enochian Diaries of John Dee (Liber Mysteriorum)

●  Date: late 16th century

●  Language: English, Enochian

●  Function: System for communicating with angelic intelligences and navigating Aethyrs (celestial planes).

While not a funerary manual, Dee’s Enochian system created one of the most elaborate afterlife cosmologies in Western occultism. His angelic Aethyrs act like astral postal zones.

Key features:

●  30 Aethyrs, each a level of consciousness.

●  Angelic gatekeepers with specific calls (keys).

●  Structured ascension/communication protocol.

This system was adopted by later magicians (notably Aleister Crowley), who used it for Abyss-crossing — a metaphorical death.



​🐉 10. The Tibetan Six Yogas of Naropa (Bardo Yoga)

●  Date: 11th century

●  Language: Tibetan

●  Function: Esoteric practice to prepare consciousness for death and post-mortem control.

Beyond the Bardo Thödol, advanced yogic systems aimed to train practitioners to retain awareness through death and navigate the bardo deliberately — becoming what some called “lords of the intermediate state.”

Key features:

●  Dream yoga and illusory body training.

●  Conscious exit techniques at death.

●  Rebirth selection rituals.



​⚰ 11. Aztec Codices and Mictlan Guides

●  Date: pre-Columbian Mesoamerica

●  Language: Nahuatl pictographs

●  Function: Depictions and instructions for the soul’s journey through Mictlan, the land of the dead.

The Aztec afterlife was a structured 4-year journey through nine levels filled with obstacles — collapsing mountains, wind knives, obsidian rivers.

Key features:

●  Ritual preparation of the corpse with tokens for travel.

●  Descriptions of each level’s guardian.

●  Reuniting with the gods at the end.

This manual is distinctive for its environmental hazards — less moral judgment, more “Indiana Jones afterlife edition.”



​🕯 12. Mithraic and Gnostic Initiation Texts

●  Date: 1st–4th centuries CE

●  Language: Greek, Coptic, Latin

●  Function: Mystical ascent instructions for the soul through planetary spheres after death.

Gnostic texts like the Pistis Sophia and Mithraic initiations taught ascent through the spheres — each governed by archons or planetary intelligences.

Key features:

●  Passwords for each planetary gate.

●  Soul purification steps.

●  Escape from archontic traps.

These manuals were escape plans — jailbreak scripts from a perceived cosmic prison.



​🧠 13. Modern Near-Death Experience Manuals (20th–21st Century)

●  Date: Contemporary

●  Language: Multiple

●  Function: Accounts and protocols drawn from NDEs, spiritualism, and chaos magick.

In the modern era, mediums, chaos magicians, and near-death experiencers have produced DIY afterlife manuals, often blending Eastern and Western models with psychological language.

Key features:

●  Tunnel experiences and entity encounters.

●  Astral projection manuals as death rehearsal.

●  Integration of digital metaphors (servers, clouds, “soul uploads”).

These modern manuals lack the formal sacred tone but carry a similar navigational impulse.



​🕸 Final Observation: Manuals Are Maps, Not Territories

EVERY TEXT ON THIS list, from pyramid spells to chaos grimoires, reflects a single human impulse: to not get lost after dying.

Some emphasize passwords. Some emphasize moral conduct. Some build star maps. Others build mythic labyrinths. None are authoritative, but all are useful lenses.

The truth — if such a word can be used in this domain — is that the afterlife is a landscape shaped by ancient architecture and personal consciousness. These manuals are not commandments. They are old travel journals, left behind by the dead who refused to wander blind.

“The first map was a footprint in ash. The next was a prayer. The last will be a line of code.”

— Archivist IX, Librarium Mortis



🕯 End of Orientation Packet B

Word count: ~1,055

––––––––
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OCCULT LINEAGE:

​I. Classical & Renaissance Occultists (Early Foundations)

THESE FIGURES LAID the structural bones for Western occultism: angelology, necromancy, alchemy, Hermeticism, planetary correspondences, and magical ascent.



	Name

	Dates

	Region

	Key Contributions




	Hermes Trismegistus (legendary)

	Mythic

	Hellenistic Egypt

	Corpus Hermeticum, Hermetic ascent texts, doctrine of soul immortality and celestial spheres.




	Plato

	427–347 BCE

	Greece

	Myth of Er (soul journeys); philosophical metaphysics influencing Western esoteric cosmology.




	Plotinus

	204–270 CE

	Rome

	Neoplatonism, emanationist model of reality, Enneads — foundational to later magical cosmologies.




	Iamblichus

	245–325 CE

	Syria

	Theurgy and divine ascent; rituals to unite soul with higher realms.




	Apollonius of Tyana

	1st c. CE

	Greece

	Semi-legendary thaumaturge associated with necromantic and initiatory rites.




	Albertus Magnus

	1200–1280

	Germany

	Scholastic synthesis of natural magic and theology.




	Roger Bacon

	1219–1292

	England

	Early experimental magic, alchemy, prophetic cosmologies.




	Paracelsus

	1493–1541

	Swiss

	Alchemy, elemental spirits, resurrection motifs, homunculi, astral medicine.




	Giordano Bruno

	1548–1600

	Italy

	Magical memory palaces, cosmic ascent, pantheism, hermetic magic.




	John Dee

	1527–1608

	England

	Enochian angelic magic, celestial cartography, visionary ascent system.




	Edward Kelley

	1555–1597

	England

	Medium for Dee’s Enochian communications.




	Cornelius Agrippa

	1486–1535

	Germany

	De Occulta Philosophia — systematic manual of planetary, angelic, and necromantic magic.




	Pico della Mirandola

	1463–1494

	Italy

	Christian Cabala, magical syncretism.




	Marsilio Ficino

	1433–1499

	Italy

	Neoplatonism revival, planetary magic, celestial harmonics.




	Heinrich Khunrath

	1560–1605

	Germany

	Alchemical mysticism; bridge between medieval grimoires and Hermeticism.




	Robert Fludd

	1574–1637

	England

	Cosmological diagrams, spiritual anatomy of the soul.




	Athanasius Kircher

	1602–1680

	Germany

	Esoteric universalism; Egyptology and sacred language studies.




	Jacob Boehme

	1575–1624

	Germany

	Mystical theosophy, death/rebirth initiation philosophy.




	Thomas Vaughan (Eugenius Philalethes)

	1621–1666

	Wales

	Alchemical mysticism and resurrection themes.







​II. Enlightenment to 19th Century Mystical & Magical Revivalists

THIS ERA RESTRUCTURED magical thought into modern ceremonial magic, spiritism, Theosophy, and early psychical research.



	Name

	Dates

	Region

	Key Contributions




	Emanuel Swedenborg

	1688–1772

	Sweden

	Astral travel diaries, heaven and hell mapped in detail, psychic death/rebirth experiences.




	Franz Anton Mesmer

	1734–1815

	Austria

	Mesmerism, animal magnetism — groundwork for trance states and spiritualism.
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