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A Grand Morning and the First Challenge

The very first sunbeam of the day danced on Cinnamon’s nose, tickling her awake. Her tail gave a happy little thud-thud-thud against the cozy porch floor. Sniff, sniff! The morning air was a wonderful mix of fresh grass, sleepy dirt, and just a hint of her mom, Bellalu, stirring inside the farmhouse. Cinnamon, a fluffy Australian Shepherd puppy with one ear that always flopped just-so, stretched out her front paws and yawned a big, happy, puppy yawn.

"Good morning, little census-taker," a deep, rumbling voice whispered beside her. It was Fergus, her dad, already awake and watching the golden fields shimmer in the early light. He smelled of warm sunshine and quiet wisdom, a comforting presence.

Cinnamon tilted her head, her floppy ear wobbling with curiosity. "Arf?" she barked softly, a question woven into her voice.

Fergus, a wise and calm Australian Shepherd, nudged her gently with his nose. "Ready for your great ranch census?"
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