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    Preface


    Romance Writers, do you want to:


    Keep your name in front of your readers with more releases and titles?


    Learn why you should write shorter in order to write quicker?


    Meet and exceed your yearly writing goals?


    Participate in multi-author boxed sets for increased visibility and profit?


    Claim your fair share of your reader’s attention span among today’s tsunami of information by producing a series of novellas or episodic serials?


    Make more money while writing less?


    



    If you do, you must master the art of writing shorter works while still providing your readers that great experience of your personal brand of storytelling and character voice.


    In today’s ebook market, visibility is enhanced by always having something new in front of readers. After a reader closes your book, there are literally millions of offerings competing for her attention: books by other authors, video games, apps, movie clips, social media, chats and forums, and online parties.


    The very best time for you to grab a reader and hold her attention is to have another story for her to read right away while she’s still basking in the afterglow of the story she just finished.


    It’s really a no-brainer.


    You either have a tremendous backlist like Nora Roberts or Stephen King, or you must build one quickly and effectively.


    Writing novellas will do that for you. Trust me.


    In today’s attention deficit world of instant messages and news bites, you as a writer will need to figure out how to write compelling novellas that will keep readers coming back for more.


    You will build your author platform faster, gain more fans, and make more money. Who doesn’t want to do that?


    In this book, I’m going to show all the ways to leverage your novellas to gain market share and increase your visibility with readers. I will also show you how to write an effective and engaging romance novella in a few short weeks. Learn the seven milestones that every novella must have, the difference between a novella and a novel, and how to condense a plotline from novel-length to novella.


    Includes a step-by-step method, a schedule, tips and tricks, as well as pitfalls to avoid. You will be able to consistently create high quality stories that will entertain and enrich your readers and jumpstart your career to greater heights.


    So, what are we waiting for? Let’s jump in and get busy.

  






    What is a Novella?


    Short answer: A complete story in twenty to forty thousand words. (Romance Writers of America definition).


    Yes, this is arbitrary, and you’re welcome to scour the internet on the debate of actual word count, but I’m betting you want to get started and leave the academic research to others.


    Since we want to write high quality novellas, we will not focus solely on word count, but explore the characteristics that make a novella the beast that it is.


    A novella is a complete story. It has a beginning, a middle, and an ending. It has characters that need to be introduced and developed. It has conflict, change, motivation, and goals. It has concrete settings that have to be described. And most importantly, it has a story arc, a plot where something important is desired, something important is risked, and the final resolution is satisfying and complete.


    A novella tells a story and moves on. It presents a complete plotline with character development and change, but it does not pad the story with expositions and description of a complete world. It will not teach you the history of the Viking invasion, nor will it send you to a world where the laws of physics have to be redefined.


    We’re very familiar with the novella form in theater, music, and film. Scheherazade was a master of the novella form with her One Thousand and One Arabian nights, designed to be almost told in a single night. She wanted to keep her head, so she not only had to tell an interesting story and one that didn’t put the king to sleep, but also one timed for a cliffhanger just before dawn. The next evening, she would finish the story from the preceding night, having saved herself from being beheaded, and start another novella length story.


    Fairy tales are also novella length. They are understood as complete stories with characters who undergo change through the journey of the story, but do not take side trips. Each story focuses on a single set of characters with clearly defined protagonist, villain, obstacles and resolutions.


    A good example of a popular novella is Charles Dicken’s, A Christmas Carol. It is a complete story where the main character, Ebenezer Scrooge, transforms from a miserly tightwad to a generous benefactor of humanity.


    Other famous novellas include Animal Farm by George Orwell, Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson, and The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros.


    A novella is not a short story, a slice-of-life, a vignette, a plot outline or a synopsis. It must be a fully fleshed out story with an ending which resolves the important story questions. Cliffhangers are a possibility, but the story must still feel complete except for the cliffhanger.


    Novellas are like movies. Succinct and finished in one afternoon or a few hours.


    Novellas are like the sonata form in music: three parts, exposition, development, recapitulation, as opposed to a complete symphony with four long movements.


    Novellas are packed with action, show versus tell, but beware, a novella is not simple. It can be every bit as messy, personal, complicated, and twisted as a longer novel. The only difference is it does not meander or explore. It always has a direction and every scene has a definite purpose of moving the story forward.


    So there you have it. A novella in a nutshell is a complete story consisting of twenty to forty thousand words.

  

OEBPS/cover.jpeg
Love Stories:
Writing a
Romance Novella &
in Thirty Days §






