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INTRODUCTION

The Seven Rays form one of the keys to the mysteries to be employed in this, the Age of Aquarius, which is now upon us.

This key is one of psychology; it takes into account not only the factors of genetics and personality, but also the factor of the Soul. Dr. Baker has drawn on the wisdom and expertise of H. P. Blavatsky and Alice Bailey to fashion this effective key to unlock the subjective qualities of the personality. The even Rays embrace the whole of our known universe; they are the builders of form. That form in humanity applies not only to your physical body structures, but also to your emotional and mental natures. The psychology of the Seven Rays is thus an ideal mechanism for esoteric students in counselling their subjects in what we now term the Ray Analysis.


Part I THE BASIS OF LIFE


1. Nature of the Seven Rays


The Hylozoistic Theory


The nature of the Seven Rays is inextricably interwoven with the most basic theories of that unequalled classic of occult wisdom, The Secret Doctrine. The most prominent of these theories is that of Hylozoism. Hylo derives from the Greek word for matter, and -zoism means life. The theory propounds that everything lives—from the tiniest atom to the greatest galaxy. Even today, this theory, which is pantheism taken to its logical conclusion, is anathema to the biologist and even our more earnest students of the esoteric sometimes boggle at it.

Mme Blavatsky's proposition came at a time when science was only just beginning to reject the concept that the basic elements were made up of tiny balls of their respective substances ... a concept which dated back 500 years B.C. to Democritus. The possibility that atoms could contain life, or worse, some degree of sentiency or consciousness, seemed absurd then and the position hardly changed for another twenty-five centuries.

That atoms can be alive may still seem to the scientist a very foolish speculation, but there are signs that a new thinking along these lines may be taking place. The advent of the electron microscope and the influx of enlightened men like Nobel Prize winner, John Howard Northrop, are throwing new light on to the subject.

Northrop declares:

Today the division between organic and inorganic chemistry has completely disappeared and the mechanisms of a great many of the chemical reactions which occur in living matter are now thoroughly understood.




The barriers are creaking.


Lying between the realm of the cell or of bacteria and that of atoms and molecules is the enigmatical virus. Outside of a tissue cell, in which it has to 'live', the virus turns out to be nothing more than a crystal! The tobacco virus is a typical example. Within the cells of tobacco plants, it is able to multiply and grow; it shows many of the accepted characteristics of life. In The Scientists Speak (Boni and Gaer, Inc., New York), Northrop remarks:

Certain proteins, in fact, provide the best possible evidence for the close relationship between chemistry and life. For among the proteins are viruses, those strange and tiny objects which sometimes act as though they were alive, and which at other times are pure chemical substances, as inert in a bottle as so much sugar or salt.

Speaking of some other proteins, known as enzymes, Northrop has this to say:

Two of the enzymes, pepsin and trypsin, possess the extraordinary property of causing their own formation. These enzymes are not present as such, in the body tissues. Instead, there is present, a peculiar protein, which has no effect on any reaction ... if this inert protein is dissolved under certain conditions and a trace of either pepsin or trypsin added, all the inert protein present changes to pepsin or trypsin. These enzymes can therefore reproduce themselves, a property which has frequently been considered a distinguishing characteristic of living things.


Thus, the criterion of reproduction, which has been used to distinguish the quick from the dead, has failed, and the problem of defining a living thing, always a difficult one, has become even more difficult. It begins to look as though this difficulty is inherent in the subject, and may be due to the fact that there exists no fundamental distinction between living and inanimate things.


And so we see that the teaching of the Secret Doctrine, which only elaborates on the same proposition put by Aristotle, is now far more acceptable in the most respectable of scientists today. Weldall M. Stanley, also awarded a Nobel Prize for his work on viruses, admits in The Scientists Speak that 'Nature has made such a gradual transition from the non-living to the living, that the boundary is doubtful and probably non-existent.'

Crystals are alive within cells and practising the equivalent of animal hibernation when out of them. Are we not restricted from applying this proposition that all crystals are all alive, merely because we lack the scientific know-how to prove it?

The Whole Planet Is Alive

Once we accept that life may exist in even the smallest particles of matter, we must also accept that the whole of the planet is alive. Hylozoism does not stop at the atom; nor does it stop at man. It proposes that atoms live within greater forms than themselves. Some atoms live within the body of the molecule, which we have seen is accepted by many as living. Living molecules sometimes form part of the body of a greater being which is the tissue cell or unicellular organism. Many cells come together to form greater structures like man himself. Each entity, no matter how large or how small, is alive and lives within the body of a greater being somewhere along the scale of evolution.

What lies beyond that living entity which is man? Does he live within the body of a greater being? The Wisdom of the Ages proposes that he is no exception, that man lives within that sentient and great entity which we call a Root Race, at the centre of which is a Manu. And, going even further, the Root Races themselves are not only sensitive living entities, but they form but part of the body of that great, living entity Humanity.

Our Fifth Root Race (whose outward form is so well-known to us who compose it) is, inwardly, a living centre of etheric force in Humanity ... a centre which corresponds to our own throat chakra. And the Atlantean Race, the Fourth, corresponds to the solar plexus centre in that distinguished Being. In the same way, the remnants of Lemuria correspond to the sacral centre, for even in Him, within Whom we live and move and have our being, there is evolution of consciousness, and His is drawing away from His sacral and solar plexus centres and is shifting into that of the throat. Hence the upsurgence of the Fifth Root Race.

And whilst science may laugh over such apparently nonsensical statements, we can wait patiently until that day when it will be intuited by the great masses that even the planets of our solar system and those of others, are but the outward expression of great lives, and so on, right up to the very galaxies themselves. Our Milky Way, the galaxy in which we live, is alive and sentient and has an evolving consciousness governed by the same great laws of Being which rule ourselves and the tiniest atoms.

For centuries, our own solar system has been given the esoteric name of 'The Grand Man of the Heavens' and yet even He is but the heart centre within the body of a far greater being that even the highest initiate can only dimly sense; and it is no wonder that He is referred to as 'The One About Whom Naught May Be Said'.

You will have noticed that we have arrived almost at a consideration of the universal, and this is essentially the occult method: to study the universal as a preliminary to a consideration of the particular, which in this instance is to be man. We are trying to understand something of the stupendous consciousnesses of those great Beings in whom we live before attempting to evolve a psychological formula for ourselves.

One of the great keys to an understanding of such stupendous Beings who make up the consciousness of the Divinity is the sacred science of astrology. Again we find in many esotericists a block, or refusal to admit this essential key to The Secret Doctrine into their scheme of things. This attitude is generally due to laziness or the fear of incurring ridicule in the outside world. The laziness prevents a thorough investigation and testing of the key. Whilst astronomers do magnificent work in unravelling the anatomy of the universe, there is ever room for a physiology to explain the functions of the anatomical parts of the universe. It is astrology, especially esoteric astrology, which at the moment performs this function best.

The Endocrine Glands and the Planets

The esotericist will be familiar with the etheric or vital body of man. He will know that there are seven major vortices of etheric energy located in well-known sites of the body. He will also know that overlying these force centres or chakras are endocrine glands which have the function of pouring certain hormones or chemical messengers into the gross physical body in order to produce certain specific and generally well-understood results. He will also know that the correct functioning of these glands is, in no small measure, greatly dependent upon the underlying ether body which vitalizes these special organs and which also maintains the integrity of the various nervous systems through small etheric processes called nadis.


Whilst there have been many and varied attempts to allocate the planets of our solar system to their respective rulership over the endocrine glands, there is no dispute amongst esotericists over the fact that the planets do influence them. This practice is basic to the occultist and it implies, of course, that man is made in the image of a greater being; he is made in the image of the solar system in which he lives and moves and has his being. In the diagram overleaf we see man as a microcosmic replica of a solar system with planetary symbols positioned over the sites of his endocrine glands and the underlying chakras.

Taking the pattern higher into the macrocosm, the seven sacred planets of the solar system correspond to the endocrine glands and underlying chakras in 'The Grand Man of the Heavens', the name given to the living entity using our solar system as form within which to evolve and to express himself. The Logoi or spiritual entities ensouling these centres are known as the Seven Spirits Before the Throne. Their function is to receive and transmute, as well as to transform, the energies stemming from the Solar Sphere and to apply them in their own planetary systems.

We must go even further, though with each step towards the macrocosm our understanding becomes diminished (as it does when we go into the microcosmic atom). We must begin to speculate on the nature of that stupendous being in Whom our solar Logos is but a chakra. 'The Grand Man of the Heavens', or Solar Logos, corresponds to the heart chakra in 'The One About Whom Naught May Be Said'.

There is other evidence. The great star Sirius, the constellation of the Dragon, The Pleiades, and The Great Bear, are also force centres of equal or greater importance in that Being.

It is taught that the seven stars of The Great Bear represent the seven etherico-physical head centres in 'The One ..." — counterparts of those in our own human brains. The seven stars (one is not visible) of The Pleiades are said to correspond to the Throat Centre in Him. We know that Sirius is to the Sun what Venus is to the Earth ... an alter ego ... probably the Head Centre in 'The One'. The writer would be merely hazarding a guess at the function of the constellation of the Dragon, said to be the most occult of all constellations, but he would place this as a correspondence with the brow chakra or ajna.

Somewhere in this particular plan, the great star Betelgeuse plays a part. But even 'The One About Whom Naught May Be Said' is living within the body of a much greater Being who is the galaxy in which we live and which we call the Milky Way.
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Origin of the Seven Rays

The drawing opposite depicts the origin of The Seven Rays, arising as they do from the seven stars of The Great Bear (sometimes called The Plough). They are the outward manifestation of the seven head centres of 'The One About Whom Naught May Be Said'. He is using the great Sun Sirius, known as the Dog-star, the star of Mercury and as the star of the Buddha, to focus the light of the Seven Rays (of Logoic Mind) ... as symbolized by the mirror ... on to the Sign of Aquarius and the planet Earth:

From the point of Light within the Mind of God
Let light stream forth into the minds of men.
Let light descend on Earth.

He points (the Finger of God) at the new Age, and energy follows thought. Beneath his beard (concealed by the Wisdom of the Ages) lies the secret of The Pleiades worn as a seven starred necklace overlying His throat centre. Our sun lies over His heart centre and rays out its note of Love-Wisdom:

From the point of Love within the Heart of God
Let love stream forth into the hearts of men.
May Christ return to Earth.

The symbol of Earth lies directly in the two streams of energy and contains as its centre the Sign of Christos. The Finger of God has not quite drawn the full Sign of Aquarius, implying that the Age is not yet fully manifest. There is constant interplay between the great zodiacal constellations depicted in the lower ellipse and their ruling planets in the higher one.

Great triangles of energy should have been depicted (but omitted for the sake of simplicity) interacting between, for instance, The Pleiades, Sirius and our sun. This has little meaning until it is translated by Ray correspondences to our own human microcosm which then reveals the powerful human triangle of head, heart and throat centres.

[image: ]

Readers are reminded that the drawing, in no way, attempts to depict God. The Grand Architect of the Universe ever hides Himself beyond the furthermost horizons of even the most enlightened conjecture. Instead, we have attempted to give some sort of synthesizing concept of the origin and overall functions of the Seven Rays.

Why then have we made this excursion into what must seem the realms of fantasy, even to the most devout occultist? We have had to search this far in order to locate the origin of the Seven Rays, for they represent the Seven Great Qualities permeating the entire nature of 'The One About Whom Naught May Be Said'. They not only stem from there but they are the Seven Builders of any and all the lesser entities contained within Him or of which He is comprised. Nothing exists below His level or amongst the many entities which have been described macrocosmically or microcosmically above, which are not filled with these Seven or fashioned under their influence.

The Seven Rays are not only the Great Builders but they are the custodians of The Plan. They produce the radiant temple of the Lord under the guidance of the mind of the Great Architect of the Universe. All Seven Rays are needed and all are coloured by a divine quality needed for the perfecting of the latent and unrevealed purpose of God.

Our sun, or Solar Logos, is the great channel for the Second of these Seven Rays. He, Himself a heart chakra in the greater being, channels the Ray of Love-Wisdom. The predominant guiding force then, for all within our solar system, is Love wisely applied. All other six Rays are sub-rays to this one in our solar system. The colour of the great Ray of Love-Wisdom is indigo, the colour of the sky on a moonless night. The colours of the sub-rays are scarlet, green, yellow, orange, blue, rose-red and violet. We speak of the colour of the First Ray in our solar system as being indigo-scarlet; the Third Ray is indigo-green, etc. The colour of the Second Ray is really, then, indigo-indigo.

Whilst the dominating Ray of our solar system is indigo, that of the Pleiades would be green because it represents the throat chakra in that being which has our solar system as a heart centre, etc. The planet in our solar system which represents the throat centre is Saturn, and its colour is green. The Ray of Saturn is also the Third Ray and there is, then, a special affinity between Saturn, The Pleiades and the human throat centre.
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The Septenary Nature of the Circle
Six satellite circles and the seventh or 
synthesising one ...the 2nd Ray of 
Love-Wisdom which embraces all the others.



The Work of the Rays

Through manipulation of the Seven Rays, our Solar Logos is able to obtain the endless variations of form within His System. There is nothing in our solar system, at whatever stage of evolution it may stand, which does not belong to the Seven Rays, or respond to the Seven Rays. 
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THE SYMBOLIC EMERGENCE OF THE MAJOR RAYS

Inthe right-angled triangle we have the symbol of Spiritin the vertical
side; the horizontal side symbolizes matter and the hypotenuse
symbolizes the emergence of the blending of both; .. form. The quality
of the form is related to these three sides in the three major Rays of
Will and Power, Love-Wisdom and Active Intelligence. This is but one
of the many meanings behind the 47th theorem of Pythagoras (The
Master K. H.)
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