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West Central Indiana Day Trips 

A Tourism Guidebook and Travel Guide

Road Trip Indiana Series

Paul R. Wonning

Description

Road Trips in West Central Indiana

Take a fun tour through the rich history of Indiana using West Central Indiana Day Trips as your guidebook. This tourism guide will help visitors find all the historical treasures in south central Indiana.

West Central Indiana Cities and Towns

West Central Indiana has some wonderful cities and towns ranging from charming small towns like Rockville, Brazil and Spencer to larger cities like Terra Haute, Crawfordsville and Martinsville. Each of these towns and cities has many things to do for your family as it explores the regions roads and highways. 

West Central Indiana Wineries

West Central Indiana has several interesting wineries that produce some fascinating wines. 

West Central Indiana State and Local Parks

The region has several state parks and forests including Indiana's first state park, McCormick's Creek and rugged Turkey Run State Park. 

West Central Indiana Museums and Historic Sites

Explorers in the area can stage a day trip to learn the region's rich history by visiting the museums and markers located in the various cities and towns of West Central Indiana. Many host interesting family events that are fun and educational

The counties included in this historical travel book include:

Parke

Clay 

Fountain 

Mongomery 

Morgan

Owen

Putnam 

Sullivan

Vermillion

Vigo 

Warren

West Central Indiana Day Trips

Published Paul R. Wonning

Copyright 2023 by Paul R. Wonning

Ebook Edition

If you would like email notification of when new installments of

this series are available, email the author for inclusion in the subscription list.
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mossyfeetbooks@gmail.com
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County Seat - Brazil

Area - 360.32 sq mi 

Population - 26,170(2018)

Founded - 1825

Named for- Henry Clay

County Government

Clay County Court House

609 E. National Avenue

Brazil, IN  47834

http://www.claycountyin.gov/

Tourism Information

Clay County Chamber of Commerce

535 E National Ave

Brazil, In  47834

812-448-8457

https://www.exploreclaycounty.com/

County Information

Clay County Fairgrounds 

6656 IN-59, 

Brazil, IN 47834

812-243-4210

https://clayfairgrounds.com/

The Indiana General Assembly created Clay County on April 1, 1825 naming it for Henry Clay. The original county seat was Bowling Green, however in recognition of the town of Brazil's growth, the county seat moved there in 1876.

Cities and towns

Brazil

Carbon

Center Point

Clay City

Harmony

Knightsville

Staunton

Adjacent counties

Parke County (north)

Putnam County (northeast)

Owen County (southeast)

Greene County (south)

Sullivan County (southwest)

Vigo County (west)

Major highways

I-70.svg Interstate 70

U.S. Route 40

Indiana State Road 42

Indiana State Road 46

Indiana State Road 48

Indiana State Road 59

Brazil

County - Clay

Area - 3.06 sq mi 

Elevation - 656 ft 

Population (2010) - 7,912

ZIP code - 47834

Area code - 812

Brazil, named after the South American country because of its prominence in the news at the time it was founded in the 1840's, became the county seat of Brazil in 1876.

Major Highways

US 40

Indiana State Road 59

Indiana State Road 340

Title of Marker:

Clay County Courthouse

Location:

Installed by:

Marker ID #: 

Marker Text:

609 E. National Road/US 40, Brazil. (Clay County, Indiana)

Installed: 2001 Indiana Historical Bureau, Clay County Commissioners, and Clay County Historical Society, Inc.

ID# : 11.2001.1

Marker Review Report: Learn more here.

Text

Side one:

County formed by Indiana General Assembly 1825; named for national statesman Henry Clay. First county seat at Bowling Green; had three courthouses: first built 1827 was two-story log structure; second and third built 1839-1840 and 1852-1853 were two-story brick. County seat moved to Brazil 1877 after fourth courthouse completed there in 1876.

Side two:

This fifth courthouse designed by John W. Gaddis of Vincennes in Classical Revival Style. Built 1912-1914 of limestone; stained-glass skylight in central rotunda. Interior features marble wainscoting, granite columns, inlaid tile floors. Skylight restored, four tower clocks installed 1986. Listed in National Register of Historic Places 1999.

Brief History

The Indiana Historical Bureau has prepared a report for this marker. See it here. 

Clay County

Formed from portions of Owen and Vigo counties in 1825, the county's first county seat was at Bowling Green on the Eel River, the only town in the county before 1830. Settlement of Clay County began in 1818 when David Thomas and Samuel Rizley settled the area. The county takes its name from Henry Clay.

Henry Clay (April 12, 1777 – June 29, 1852)

The seventh of nine children born to Reverend John Clay and Elizabeth Hudson Clay, Henry was a native of Hanover County, Virginia. His father died when he was four and his mother married Henry Watkins, who moved the family to Richmond, Virginia. Elizabeth had seven more children by her second husband. After his stepfather got him a job with the Virginia Court of Chancery, Henry found he had an aptitude for law practice. He read law with George Wythe and gained admittance to the bar in 1797. He married Lucretia Hart of Lexington, Kentucky and had eleven children by her. A skilled lawyer he entered politics. His first office as state legislator was by appointment, as he was not old enough to run for office. Subsequently he gained election to the United States House of Representatives in 1811 after serving in various elected State posts. He served three consecutive terms as Speaker of the House. He founded the Whig party with John Quincy Adams in 1833, running three times unsuccessfully for President. Clay died in 1875 of tuberculosis in 1852 in Washington D. C. 

County Seat Moves to Brazil

The move of the county seat from Bowling Green to Brazil occurred in 1876. Brazil occupied a central location and had grown larger than Bowling Green and had a better location, as it was on the new National Road. The current courthouse was constructed in 1912.

Clay City 

County - Clay

Area - 0.54 sq mi 

Elevation - 594 ft 

Population (2010) - 861

ZIP code - 47841

Area code - 812

The town was platted in 1873 under the name Markland. Since there was already a Markland, the residents decided on Clay City, in honor of Kentucky politician Henry Clay. Clay City is located at the intersection of Indiana State Roads 59, 246 and 157.

Title of Marker:

1 Crosscut Canal Eel River Feeder Dam

Location:

4 miles north of Clay City on SR 59 at Eel River bridge, northwest corner. (Clay County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1999 Indiana Historical Bureau, Canal Society of Indiana, and local citizens.

Marker ID #: 

ID# : 11.1999.1

Marker Text:

Marker Review Report: Learn more here.

Text

Side one:

Eel River Feeder Dam, 180 feet long and 16.5 feet high, was completed 300 yards downriver from here 1839. It was constructed to carry enough water from the river to enable navigation of boats on the proposed Crosscut Canal, included in Indiana Internal Improvement Act 1836. State halted construction of canal 1839.

Side two:

Crosscut Canal construction resumed 1847; in service 1850-circa 1861 from Terre Haute on Wabash River to Worthington on West Fork White River. Feeder Dam, deteriorated with neglect, repaired and extended to 264 feet long by 1850. Part of Wabash and Erie Canal, America's longest at approximately 460 miles; linked Lake Erie at Toledo, Ohio with Ohio River at Evansville 1853.

Brief History

In the dawning years of the Nineteenth Century, the quest for fast, cheap transportation of freight over long distances seemed in reach with the construction and economic success of the Erie Canal. The Erie Canal connected New York City with the Great Lakes. It spurred New York's growth as a major commercial center. It also provided encouragement more canal construction across the United States. Landlocked states like Indiana seized on canals as the answer to open markets in inland cities that lacked navigable rivers. The Wabash and Erie was the first of these projects tackled by Indiana. 

The Proposed Canal

The proposed canal was a grand project. It would span 468 miles across Indiana and Ohio, connecting it the Erie Canal via the Great Lakes with Evansville on the Ohio River. The Wabash and Erie actually consisted of four main canals, the Miami and Erie Canal, the Wabash and Erie Canal, the Cross Cut Canal and the Central Canal. 

Miami and Erie Canal

The 274-mile Miami and Erie Canal connected Toledo, Ohio on Lake Erie with Cincinnati, Ohio on the Ohio River. Workers commenced construction in 1825 and finished in 1845. When complete, the canal had 19 aqueducts, three guard locks, 103 canal locks and multiple feeder canals. The canal was profitable, but not as profitable as the state of Ohio hoped. Competition from railroads ended canal commercial operations by 1913.

Wabash and Erie

This canal began at Junction, Ohio and to Terre Haute. Junction received its name because the Wabash and Erie joined the Miami and Erie Canal in the town. The town flourished during the 1840's through the 1850's until the railroads began displacing the canals. 

Cross Cut Canal

The Cross Cut Canal continued the Wabash and Erie route from Terre Haute to Worthington, Indiana. 

Central Canal

The Central Canal completed the link from Worthington to Evansville. This was the last link completed in 1853. 

Construction Begins

Because many credit George Washington with the suggestion that a canal be built through the region, the builders chose the 100th anniversary of his birth as the date to begin construction of the huge enterprise. Thus, on February 22, 1832 construction crews broke ground for the Wabash and Erie Canal.

The State of the State in 1836

When Indiana became a state in 1816, the state was a vast network of forest, prairie, rivers and streams. White settlement clung to the southern counties along the Ohio River, with a sliver of settlement along the Wabash River in the west. Amerindian tribes still claimed the northern two-thirds of the state. By the 1830’s, the situation had not changed much. Indianapolis, the new state capital, was a muddy pioneer settlement along the White River. The southern counties had access to the Ohio River, the only good means of transportation. Since only the Wabash River was navigable, other parts of the state had no access to reliable transportation systems. The only roads were trails cut through the wilderness. The state had begun construction on the Michigan Road, slated to be a main artery between Lake Michigan and Madison on the Ohio River, but construction would not finish until the 1840's. The Buffalo Trace provided a rough highway from Vincennes to Clarksville. By 1830, Indiana had a population of about 600,000 people. Tax revenues for the state totaled around $50,000.

Tax Revenue

Indiana had two sources of tax revenue in 1830, property taxes and poll taxes, each providing about half the state's revenue. Indiana and other states admitted to the Union after 1803 were prohibited from taxing land purchased from the federal government for a period of five years. Thus, by the mid 1830's, vast areas of land that it could not previously tax were entering the tax base. In addition, land sales remained high in the state during the period, so more lands would continually enter the revenue stream. Indiana expected to double its tax revenue in just a few years. Moreover, anything the assembly could do to increase land values would increase tax revenue. This was especially true if the state switched to a different tax system. The state used a per acre tax system, placing a greater tax burden on agricultural land. The state switched to an ad valorem system in 1835, which permitted the state to tax both land and personal property at a rate based on its assessed value. This system reduced the burden on farmers and increased it on merchants, homeowners and manufacturers. 

The Geographic Quandary

Canals were the rising star of transportation in the early 1830’s. New York had great success with the Erie Canal and there were other examples. Railroads had not yet become main stream. Thus, most states had canal construction projects. The problem with canals is that they are geographic specific in the benefits they bestowed and widespread in the taxing requirements to produce the revenue to finance them. The assembly struggled for years over this problem. How to tax everyone in the state for a canal that would only benefit one geographic region was the unanswerable question. The answer seemed to be, build them all at once and jump-start an economic boom everywhere in the state. This is what the Mammoth Internal Improvement Act of 1836 sought to do.

Mammoth Internal Improvement Act of 1836

Signed into law by Governor Noah Noble, the act was meant to be his crowning achievement. The law authorized the Indiana Central Canal, the Whitewater Canal, the Wabash and Erie Canal, the Madison and Indianapolis Railroad, paving the Buffalo Trace and Michigan Road. The bill provided for a Board of Internal Improvement, which was authorized to borrow up to ten million dollars, based on the good faith and credit of the State. Jubilant celebrations took place all over the state with the passage of the bill. Governor Noble was cautious because the Assembly had passed the spending portion of his program, but had not followed his tax increase recommendations. 

Too Much at Once

The aims of the law, while noble, were much too ambitious. Construction of canals is an expensive business. Construction of the Whitewater Canal was impaired by a flood that washed out much of the completed work. Many of the sites slated for canal construction were in reality not suitable sites. Then the Panic of 1837 set in. 

Panic of 1837

This complex event created an economic depression that lasted from about 1837 until 1842. The multiple causes were questionable lending practices in the Western United States, restrictive lending policies enacted by Great Britain and falling agricultural prices. The period before 1837 had been a period of intense economic growth. During this time the prices of cotton and other commodities rose. Land prices also increased. The Bank of England noticed a decline in cash on hand in 1836. They raised interest rates in an attempt to attract more cash. When the Bank of England raised its interest, it forced banks in the United States and other nations to raise their rates. This, along with other events, caused land and cotton prices to fall. The chain of events this set off triggered a depression that caused profits, prices, and wages to fall and increased the unemployment rates. It was not until 1843 that the economies of the major countries rebounded. 

Tax Revenues Fall, Then Disaster

The conditions induced by the Panic created an economic depression. Land values fell, as did tax revenues. Instead of having more revenue to work with, the State found itself with less. By 1841, tax revenues were $72,000 while interest payments on the debt reached $500,000. The State was bankrupt. The State had not completed any of the slated projects. It was left to Madison's James F.D. Lanier to use his financial wizardry to convince creditors to take over the projects for a fifty percent reduction in the debt. Creditors were only able to complete two of these projects. Lanier also aided the state with two loans totaling one million dollars. The State managed to repay it by 1870.

Thus, what many consider the biggest legislative debacle of all time ended.

James R. "Jimmy" Hoffa

Location: 

Crawfordsville (Montgomery County), Indiana  47933

Installed 2022 Indiana Historical Bureau, Clay County Historical Society, and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

ID#: 

11.2022.1

Text

Side One

Jimmy Hoffa was born in Brazil, Indiana in 1913. His family struggled with poverty, inspiring him to become an organized labor leader during the Great Depression. He became active in the International Brotherhood of Teamsters in the 1930s and served as General President, 1957-71. In 1964, he forged a national trucking agreement, raising wages for over 400,000 workers.

Side Two

As General President, Hoffa opposed discrimination, supported efforts to reduce poverty, and organized a political action committee for Teamsters' families to lobby for labor issues. Under his leadership, Teamsters membership rose to over two million workers. Hoffa was the subject of many investigations and was convicted of jury tampering in 1964. He disappeared in 1975.

Short History by the Author

James R. "Jimmy" Hoffa (February 14, 1913 – disappeared July 30, 1975)

The son of John and Viola Riddle Hoffa, James was native to Brazil, Indiana. His father, a coal miner, died of lung disease when Jimmy was seven years old. His early education was sporadic, due the the necessity of his having to work to help support the family. His mother went to work upon the death of her husband and eventually moved the family to Detroit. 

Early Labor Movement

Hoffa went to work for a major grocery chain on the loading docks. The workers were poorly paid and suffered bad working conditions. He used the arrival of a large shipment of strawberries that needed timely unloading to stage his first strike. The workers threatened to not unload the berries unless the received a favorable deal. He negotiated a favorable worker's contract in 1932 when he was 19 years old. 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters

The International Brotherhood of Teamsters noted his success and admitted him as a member in 1933. His efforts in the union led to a rapid rise, to business agent for Local 299 in Detroit and then to president in of the local in 1937. He organized the Michigan Conference of Teamsters in 1959. During this time he met Josephine Poszywak, during a labor strike in 1936. The couple married the next year and would have two children. 

Teamsters President

Teamster members elected him president of the national organization in 1957. He continued his tireless efforts to organize workers into unions and grew the membership to become the largest union in the United States. 

Mafia Connections

Hoffa gained several connections with organized crime, which led to scrutiny by the FBI. He first faced arrest in 1957 when he was charged with trying to bribe a member of the Senate's McClellan Committee, which was investigating improper activities by labor unions. He was eventually acquitted of this charge, however the arrest led to more investigations and more charges, all of which led to nothing. 

Conviction

The election of John F. Kennedy as President of the United States in 1960 led to the appointment of Kennedy's brother Robert as Attorney General. Robert had been on the McClellan Committee. Numerous attempts were made to charge and convict Hoffa, but none succeeded until he was arrested on jury tampering charges in Tennessee. He was convicted on this charge on March 4, 1964 and sentenced to eight years in prison. Next he was charged with improper use of Teamster funds and convicted on July 26, 1964. He was sentenced to an additional five years for this. 

Nixon Pardon

President Richard Nixon commuted Hoffa's sentence on December 23, 1971, under the condition that Hoffa refrain from all union activities until 1980. In spite of this, he began efforts to regain control of the Teamsters. 

Disappearance 

His efforts ran afoul of the mafia, which opposed his leadership plans. A planned reconciliation meeting was to take place on July 30, 1975 led to his disappearance on that date. His car was found in the parking lot of the restaurant where the meeting was to take place. His wife reported him missing the next morning. Hoffa's body has never been found. He was declared dead on July 30, 1982. No charges in his death have ever been filed.

Title of Marker:

Crosscut Canal

Location:

6.5 miles south of Clay City on SR 59 at CR 1300 S, northwest corner of old K & E Canal Bridge. (Clay County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1999 Indiana Historical Bureau, Norman Klass, Local Organizations, and Citizens

Marker ID #: 

11.1999.2

Marker Text:

Located here was part of Crosscut Canal, in service circa 1850-1861 from Terre Haute on Wabash River to Worthington on West Fork White River; sale of land in Clay County helped finance. Part of Wabash and Erie Canal, America's longest, linked Lake Erie at Toledo, Ohio with Ohio River at Evansville 1853; included in Indiana Internal Improvement Act 1836

Brief History

See previous article. 

Clay County Historical Society Museum

Clay County Historical Society

100 E. National Ave.

Brazil, IN 47834

(812) 446-4036

https://www.hcscconline.org/

State Parks, Forests and Recreation Areas

Shakamak State Park

6265 IN-48,

Jasonville, IN 47438

1-812-665-2158

https://www.in.gov/dnr/state-parks/parks-lakes/shakamak-state-park/

Chinook Fish & Wildlife Area

Mailing Address:

2001 W CR 600 S

Greencastle, IN 46135

N Cory Staunton Rd,

Brazil, IN 47834

765-653-0453

https://www.in.gov/dnr/fish-and-wildlife/properties/chinook-fwa/

Local Parks

Forest Park

911 Bonnie Geyne Miller Dr,

Brazil, IN 47834

812-251-7086

http://brazil.in.gov/brazil-parks/

Legacy park

118 E National Ave,

Brazil, IN 47834

Goshen Memorial Pk

200 Nye St, 

Clay City, IN 47841

Dietz Recreation Park Inc

1490 State Rd 46, 

Center Point, IN 47840

1-812-835-3141

https://dietz-recreation-park-inc.business.site/

Craig Park

2013 W County Rd 950 N, 

Brazil, IN 47834

http://brazil.in.gov/brazil-parks/

Public Access Sites

Chinook Fish & Wildlife Area has a number of public access sites

Golf

Forest Park Golf Course.

1018 John Stelle Drive

Brazil, IN 47834

812 442-5681

http://www.forestparkgolf.org/

Oak Ridge Golf Course

9784 N County Road 300 E, 

Brazil, Indiana 47834

https://myoakridgegolfcourse.com/

Agritourism

Wagler's Amish Market

1752 E County Rd 550 S, 

Clay City, IN 47841

1-812-787-2944

Miscellaneous

Community Theatre of Clay County

8 E National Ave 

Brazil, IN 47834

https://www.facebook.com/thelarktheatre/

Exotic Feline Rescue Center

2221 E Ashboro Rd, 

Center Point, IN 47840

https://efrc.org/

1-812-835-1130

Back to West Central Table of Content
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County Facts 

County Seat - Covington

Area - 397.88 sq mi 

Population - 16,505 (2017)

Founded - December 30, 1825

Named for- James Fontaine

County Government

Fountain County Courthouse

301 4th St            

Covington, IN 47932  

http://www.fountaincounty.net/

Tourism Information

The Old Attica Library

FCL Headquarters

101 South Brady Street 

Attica, IN 47918

http://www.fountaincountylandmarks.org/

Fountain County Fairgrounds

US 136 

Veedersburg, IN 47987

https://www.facebook.com/FountainCountyFairgrounds/

Named after Major James Fountaine of Kentucky, the Indiana General Assembly created Fountain County on April 1, 1826.

James Fontaine (1757 to 1790)

Probably native to Hanover County, Virginia, Fontaine served in the Revolutionary War. During the Northwest War against the native tribes in the Northwest Territory he enlisted in General Josiah Harmar's army. he was killed in Harmar's Defeat in 1790. 

Major Highways

Interstate 74

U.S. Route 41 

U.S. Route 136

Indiana State Road 28

Indiana State Road 32 

Indiana State Road 55

Indiana State Road 234

Indiana State Road 341

Cities and Towns

Attica

Covington

Veedersburg

Attica

County - Fountain

Area - 1.60 sq mi 

Elevation - 545 ft 

Population - 3,245

ZIP code - 47918

Area code - 765

Platted by David Stump in 1825, Attica is on the banks of the Wabash River. 

Major Highways

US 41

Indiana State Road 28

Indiana State Road 55

Attica Downtown Historic District

The Attica Downtown Historic District comprises about fifty buildings built between 1840 and 1942, representing Art Deco, Gothic Revival, and Classical Revival building styles. Listed in 1993.

Brady Street Historic District

Listed on the Register in 1990, this district includes over 100 historic residences constructed between 1840 and 1930. Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, and Italian Villa styles are well represented. 

Old East Historic District

Predominantly residential district with forty-three structures of Late Victorian, Tudor Revival, and Italian Villa styles. Listed in 1990.

Title of Marker:

Ravine Park

Location:

Ravine Park Boulevard at E. Jackson Street entrance to Ravine Park, Attica (Fountain County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Installed: 2003 Indiana Historical Bureau and Historic Landmarks of Fountain County

Marker ID #: 

23.2003.1

Marker Text:

Side one:

American Indians frequented this area, rich in natural resources. The ravine provided water from natural springs, marl for lime, and clay for bricks for nineteenth-century residents of Attica, platted 1825. City became owner of ravine 1906 when local business and professional men organized to donate fifty-five acres for a public park.

Side two:

City purchased thirty-five additional acres 1911, adding to eastern end. Park has served as center for social and recreational activities. Attica Chautauqua entertained many here 1907-1928. Donations, grants, and volunteers over the years have added swimming pool, nature trail, bridges, and other structures improving park as community asset.

Brief History

Ravine Park

Ravine Park Boulevard

Attica, Indiana

Directions from US 41:

Proceed east on East Jackson Street, turn right on Main Street. Turn left on Ravine Park Boulevard. The park is on the left.

The ninety acre park has a large shelter, two small shelters, pool, community building, picnic tables and park benches. The western area is heavily wooded. Brady’s Branch runs through the stream, kept constantly running from several small springs that feed it. Visitors will also find a one half mile nature trail on the western section. The park's playground equipment includes bouncy animals, swings, climbers, slides, basketball goal, Frisbee golf and horseshoe pitching. The eastern portion consists of thirty-five acres of forest riddled with hiking trails.

https://attica-in.gov/attica-business-community/parks-recreation/

Museums and Historic Sites

Fountain County War Museum

Located in a former depot

Fountain County War Museum

116 E. First St.

Veedersburg, IN 47987

Veedersburg Clover Leaf Route Depot

202 Railroad St.

Veedersburg, IN 47987

Scout Cabin

507 W. 5th St.

Veedersburg, IN 47987

State Parks, Forests and Recreation Areas

Nature and Wildlife Refuges

Portland Arch Nature Preserve

1480 W Scout Camp Rd

Covington, IN 47932

https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/places-we-protect/portland-arch-1/

Shawnee Bottoms

W Covered Bridge Road

Attica, Indiana

https://www.nicheslandtrust.org/fountain-county/shawnee-bottoms

Local Parks

Covington City Park

1 City Park Dr

Covington, IN 47932

(765) 585-4079

https://www.covingtonin.net/park/

Hub Park

705 N. Meridian St. 

Veedersburg, IN 47987

Sterling Park

510 Chambers St. 

Veedersburg, IN 47987

Heritage Park Downtown

110 & 112 E. 2nd St. 

Veedersburg, IN 47987

Veedersburg Memorial Park

116 E. 1st St. 

Veedersburg, IN 47987

Big Four Trail

––––––––
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Public Access Sites

Covington

Waterbody: Wabash River

County: Fountain

Maintained By: Division of Fish & Wildlife, Public Access South/ Fountain County Park Dept.

ADA Access?: Yes

Boat Ramp?: Yes

Type of Ramp: Concrete 

Motor Restrictions?: None

Shoreline Fishing?: Yes

Fee Charged?: None

Restrooms: No

Playground: No

Shelter House:No

Picnic Table: No 

Lights: Yes

Fishing Pier: No

Boat Dock: No

Boat/Canoe Rental: No

Campground: No

Walking Trails Nearby: Yes

Latitude, Longitude : 40.136512, -87.403852

Attica

Waterbody: Wabash River

County: Fountain

Maintained By: Division of Fish & Wildlife, Public Access South/ Fountain Co. Park Dept

ADA Access?: Yes

Boat Ramp?: Yes

Type of Ramp: Concrete 

Motor Restrictions?: None

Shoreline Fishing?: Yes

Fee Charged?: None

Restrooms: No

Playground: No

Shelter House:No

Picnic Table: Yes 

Lights: Yes

Fishing Pier: No

Boat Dock: No

Boat/Canoe Rental: No

Campground: No

Walking Trails Nearby: No

Latitude, Longitude : 40.292712, -87.257324

Golf

Harrison Hills Golf Club

413 E New St, 

Attica, IN 47918

765-762-1135

Rivercrest Golf Club

14 Club House Dr, Covington, IN 47932

https://rivercrestgc.com/

Miscellaneous

Badlands Off Road Park

3968 N Xavier Rd, Attica, IN 47918

https://www.badlandsoffroad.com/

Cades Mill Covered Bridge

W Cades Hollow Rd, 

Veedersburg, IN 47987

Rob Roy Covered Bridge

W Cades Hollow Rd

Wallace Covered Bridge

Lutheran Church Rd

Round Barn Oval Crib

3199 E New Richmond Rd,

Wingate, IN 47994

––––––––
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Title of Marker:

Attica & Covington Canal Skirmish

Location:

200 W. Washington Street at entrance to Potawatomi Park, Attica. (Fountain County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1997 Indiana Historical Bureau and Historic Landmarks of Fountain County.

Marker ID #: 

Marker Text:

In fall 1846, residents of Covington and Attica skirmished at Lock 35 over lack of water to Covington. Heavy rains eventually resolved the problem. Competition among canal towns over water control was often intense. First boat reached Attica 1846 via Wabash and Erie Canal (connected Lake Erie with Ohio River in 1853).

Brief History

For a brief time in the fall of 1846, the Indiana towns of Covington and Attica went to war over the newly dug Wabash and Erie Canal. For a history of the Wabash and Erie Canal, see the Crosscut Canal Eel River Feeder Dam Marker. 

Drought

By fall, 1846 canal workers had completed digging the canal to Covington. The water in the canal had only penetrated to Attica, about thirteen miles above Covington. The residents of Covington watched as the residents of Attica benefited from the canal and the boat traffic it brought. They waited patiently for the Lock 35 to open and the waters of the canal to reach their town. The problem was, a drought had plagued the land and river levels were low. The residents of Attica contended that there was not enough water to open the lock and allow the precious water to fill Covington's section of canal. Tempers flared and the Covington residents returned home.
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