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Return Street was no place for the glamorous. It smelled of grilled octopus, motorbike exhaust, and soy-soaked cabbage. Yet it pulsed with life as rowdy street vendors shouted over sizzling pans, old women bartered for kimbap, and couples shared hot snacks on plastic stools under swaying tarps. It was a street clinging to history, rough around the edges. They used to call it the Street of No Return because of the deadly corner that once claimed the lives of dozens of motorcyclists a year. Then came the barriers, the speed bumps, and the rebrand. “Return Street” stuck around, less ominous now, but still haunted.
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