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From time to time, I will refer to my earlier Book called: -

REVELATION EXPLAINED AND YOUR FUTURE

By Christopher Durante
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You must register but no charge. 
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As children, whether in a home, an orphanage or elsewhere the adults around you shaped your childhood. Then you stepped out into the world. Ouch!

Inwardly, you always knew you had worth and value because you existed. A time came when you asked yourself, “what is the meaning of life?”  If you had Godly parents or mentors, you grew in connection with the creator God of all mankind. You learnt a simple truth that one day, when your earthly life is over, you will face judgement and at the throne, you will either be promoted to Heaven at an early stage or be condemned to Hell eternally at a later stage. That is why you have a conscience to help distinguish between right and wrong.

If this does not make sense to you and you are unaware of this destiny, read my first book, which is free to readers on the internet through the publishers listed above. Are you curious or puzzled? Continue and all will be explained and right now you are inexplicably in wonder.

I will show you how to become connected to the Godhead, if you are not a believer or as I said go a read my earlier book. You choose right now. 

I also mention the other great World religions, and did you realise even Atheism, and Agnosticism are also World religions?

Mankind’s inbuilt nature is designed to prioritise something, and we have freewill so we can choose what we prioritise in life. What do you prioritise, is it survival, power, wealth,

pleasure, controlling others or something else? 

Believers in the Godhead grow in love for “HIM” and one another so, increasingly coming to experience and understand God’s love and care.  I know, I know, - have faith in “Him” so: if life is challenging right now - persevere. The best-known bible verse is John’s gospel, chapter 3 verse 16, which states how much God loves us and that He wants us to join ‘Him’ in eternity but that is not guaranteed so don’t choose ell by default.

My upbringing was Catholic, but when God appeared to me, I was led into the Protestant enclave after I had met the Saviour, and I have come to realise that there are some differences in our published Holy Scriptures. God has parts of His Nature that we do not yet understand or realise, but He is always true so the truths He speaks to us are perfect. With that realisation, I am studying the Orthodox scriptures in this book too, with the aim of learning what my fellow believers would teach me in their branch of the faith as well as Catholics. 

As we grow in knowledge, love and service of ‘Him’ and one another, then the world and our destiny will (al)mightily improve. I hope you are saying “Amen”. When referring to the bible, I quote text in the traditional way understood by commentators but if attention is drawn to the start of the verse, the suffix “aa” is used, and if the end of a verse is being emphasised as the subject, the suffix “ff” is used.
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1. Repentance Hades and Hope 

Let us look at the earliest chapters of Genesis. Creation was perfect, which means all nature worked in harmony and no creature anywhere in the food chain killed another animal. Adam, made from the earth and Eve, whose name relates to the Hebrew word living; (to be alive) – see Gen.2:22 - 23. Adam and Eve were in perfect health and there was no decay, disease or ill-health so they were designed to live for all eternity as body and spirit.

Now let us look at the ‘fall’ of Adam and Eve into sin, which is disobedience to our Creator. 

Mankind had freewill and still has that today. But in Gen.3 Satan appears, and he disguises his true identity by appearing as a harmless snake, remembering all creation was at peace because creation was perfect. Therefore, Eve would not have seen the snake as a threat. Satan has increased his chance to deceive Eve, who is innocent, by his disguise, but nowadays Satan operates by the thoughts he and his demons attempt to plant in your mind.

Satan is a deceiver, and he put doubt in Eve’s mind, - see Gen.3:1 then he allowed her to speak and next in 3:5 he lied to her, flatly denying what God said in 2:17. We know that God is Holy and only ever speaks Truth.  Eve is tempted in Gen.3:6 and succumbs, going against the Will of God.

Now we know from Rom.2:14- 15 that all mankind has a conscience so, we all are aware or sense what is right and what is wrong so, Adam and Eve both knew they were not to eat the fruit of the tree. Adam loved his wife but should have said no, rejecting the temptation when she came to him. Eve loved Adam perfectly so, it is wondered whether she took the apple to Adam, and they munched it together? We all have a conscience and whilst our interpretations may vary, in the situations we meet in life: we like Adam and Eve should resist the temptation. The Tree of Life is a symbol for eternal life and often in the holy scriptures everyday words will have a symbolic meaning.

The rest is history - death, decay, unkindness, and warfare in creation amongst other conditions entered existence, but there is hope for eternal life for your spirit and in my first book I set out a prayer.

Will you pray this prayer with me? You can make up your own words if you prefer.

“Oh, Heavenly Father, I realise that as a human being you love me so much, but I often fail. I want to live for all eternity with you so, by faith I surrender to the Second Member of the Trinity my Saviour and Redeemer, and I am using that wonderful, sweet name, Jesus Christ. Help me Jesus”.

	
Dear reader, were you ready for that step?

Rest assured the all-wise, almighty God will introduce you to people who will help guide you into the next phase of life if you have just committed your life to Him.


Remember God Loves you.




Now before we leave the fall of Adam and Eve, know that if you prayed with your own free will the prayer above or something like it, your spirit has gained what Adam and Eve lost. 

Back into the story of early Genesis. In Gen.2:17, God the Eternal being, told Adam and Eve that if they did wrong, they would definitely die, but notice what Eve said to Satan in 3:3 which is not what God said originally.  

Eve introduces a form of words that suggest you may die rather definitely you will die. Take your time but gradually get to know the scriptures because you’ll make it far easier for the Holy Spirit to guide you when you encounter temptations in life if you understand what is written in the holy scriptures.

Did you also notice 3:8- 13? Adam and Eve’s conscience activated after they had sinned so they hid from God out of guilt and fear but in grace God came looking for them as ‘He’ is all-knowing and all-wise so; He did not need to question them to know what they had done, but he was giving them an opportunity to confess their wrongdoing to “Him”; and ask for forgiveness. What grace God showed, and they missed a chance to get right with God and receive forgiveness. Once you have given your life to Jesus Christ you will, like the rest of all believers, get used to this process we call repentance and getting back on the ‘highway of holiness’. ‘He’ will continually cleanse you and set you free.

Obeying God is not slavery and will keep you free from much pain in life and if you know you came from a questionable spiritual background or a bad personal history, obedience to the Godhead will bless your life as God wants to forgive you. What a blessing that is, when we sincerely confess, maybe in private, to God who hears and will forgives your past. This results in becoming spiritually stronger, and you will be positive and hopeful about your future. Have faith.

What a highpoint it would be to end this chapter right now, but the bible takes a turn in Gen.4 as we start looking at the next generation, and it starts with Cain which is a name similar to ‘acquired’ in Hebrew because Eve had acquired this child, -see 4:1.

The outline is that now humankind is in an imperfect world as mankind’s disobedience brought this about. Cain has a younger brother -Abel- and he kills him. I wonder whether Cain envied Abel because Abel was humble before God and use to honour ‘Him’ with Old Testament sacrifices, -see 4:4? Cain killed Abel then denied any knowledge of the incident when God found him and questioned him, -see v.9. Just remind yourself because the third person of the Triune Godhead is omnipresent so, God knows everything and once again like Adam and Eve in Gen.3, God in grace questioned Cain because He wanted Cain to confess his wrongdoing and get right with Him. However, Cain lied to God. The study of Cain ends in v.16 and from v.17 – 24 seems to wander but it does not. From v 17 -24, we are seeing that mankind has choices to make and Lamech is five generations on from Cain. Study Lamech’s comments in vv.23 – 24. Clearly Lamech was a man of great violence. Look at Lamech’s character and his inclination to hate people. How he has degenerated from the time of Cain is both awful and displeasing. Lamech took two wives which is not the original Godly plan for family, and he dominated them too rather than treat them as equal partners.

We are being told that if you leave relationship with God out of your life, then your children are vulnerable because you have not fulfilled your God given responsibility to educate them completely and that successive generations can move progressively from a humble and contrite dependence on God: further and further away from the ideal life that the Godhead wants all mankind to enjoy. This progression starts with selfishness and ends with wickedness. I have seen that degeneration in a family stretching four generations, what about you?

Don’t confuse Cain’s Godless son -Enoch in this dismal family line with a different Enoch in another family line. ‘Enoch’, which in Hebrew means “consecrated”, and we will meet this second godly Enoch again later.

At a human level in appearance only, society was developing in the city of Cain’s son Enoch, -see v.17. Because the metalworking industry, creation and use of musical instruments emerged and livestock farming, -see vv.19 – 22, but reflect this whole society was destroyed later in the World flood apart from Noah’s family because God was displeased with the degree of sin/evil permeating the whole of that society.

Sadly, most of Seth’s God-fearing line, eventually merged with Cain’s descendants, -see 6:1-2 as most of this descendant line didn’t maintain their godly accountability, which is why all mankind perished in the flood apart from Noah and his relatives.

Therefore, we are being warned not to leave relationship with God out of our daily lives.

Don’t be downcast because in v.25 – 26 we study Adam and Eve again and they have obviously repented. They have a replacement son for Abel, and he is called Seth: whom they teach about relationship, and dependence upon God. Such relationship begins to be re-established for a while. The Bible is teaching us that it is important for every generation on earth to get right with God and pass on that attitude to successive generations.  Hope then rises again.

	
Dear reader, do you know that hope which will energise the rest of your life?

Will you make yourself accountable to God so that you can spend eternity with Him?


Remember God Loves you. Live one day at a time depending on God.




––––––––
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We will return later in this publication to the subject of you and your family line prospering and how that requires recognition of God’s place in our lives and the need to act ethically.

Summation

There are two interpretations of hades.

The first says it is in two parts and those who are Christians, God wants to show them mercy go into one part, and those who will go eventually to hell will go to a separate part and rise to eternal judgement at the great white throne.  So far both points of view by scholars agree.

The first view is that those God will have mercy upon work through hades gradually but are chastened after death and will arise after history is over to salvation eventually. This view assumes hades takes time. This is a historic view of growth only of part of the catholic denomination and not accepted by the Orthodox faith. Not all Catholics accepted this view even historically. The early leader of this thought is Thomas Aquinas in the 13th century.

There is a more modern catholic view based on 1 Corinthians 3 promoted by Cardinal Ratzinger who became Pope Benedict 16th. It says the hades experience is very quick as when the ‘person’ meets Christ Jesus then the old sinful nature is burnt up or blown away in the fire or blaze of meeting His gaze. Wow, amazing is the mighty grace of God but remember we are supposed to have forgiven those who persecute us and to have asked God to extend mercy to them, see Matt.5:44 and appreciate Ps.109:12 – 13 sounds like uncontrolled anger and does not conform with God’s desire that all be saved, see John.3:16.

Both views accept that at the second coming of Christ when believers rise in a new eternal bodily form and then return enraptured thereafter, see the appropriate chapter in my first book mentioned in the Forward of this publication. 

The second catholic view is much closer to the protestant view, which finds little evidence in scripture to support a prolonged period in hades. However, this gives rise to the difficulty that Jesus came two millennia ago so, how can hades- purgatory not be an extensive time? That depends upon the experience of time as we know it now and will understand it better when we in eternity. Does Rom.8:38 speak of the amazing grace of God?

There is another difficulty with both denominational views as they seem only to relate either to ‘primitive’ or mature believers. What about those who have never heard the gospel and particularly those of the other ‘great’ world religions? It is agreed they have consciences so see Rom.1 – 2 but are they allowed straight and rapidly into heaven before coming back to earth in the end times? Is the solution that upon death, they meet Jesus Christ, recognise the real truth about the Triune God and enter heaven immediately? It is asked has anyone discovered the truth in the Scriptures about the destiny of various types of non-believers, or will that detail only be revealed after mortal death, see Deut:29:29?
















2. How the gifts of The Holy Spirit and the Fivefold Ministry should 

operate in perfect service



When we see two sets of scripture fit together then we all in church will work healthily, in holiness, lovingly and truthfully in our assemblies worldwide and that includes all denominations.

Let us look at the fivefold ministry of the church first. Often people just think of Eph.4:11 – 13 but those verses have ramifications, and it is necessary to comprehend the whole chapter to envision the reality of how God desires to operate in His church structure.

Some people think that the original people called to give witness to the life and testimony of The Lord Jesus Christ during His time on Earth are the only apostles, but it is wondered because Saint Paul, who wrote a quarter of the New Testament was clearly an apostle and we are told he met Jesus Christ after Jesus’s death. We know the Saviour is building His church in all ages, and continuously been appointing apostles to assist.

An apostle is a special messenger whom The Head of the church is calling to execute a particular task and that might not be the spread of the gospel but often is. Two examples of apostles are given. Firstly, if you have or are responsible for a family then you are an apostle to that family. Another example is guidance into a particular line of work, as God wants you there. Don’t think of money as the Lord has a task for you to do and will guide you providentially throughout life; opening opportunities of how, what, when and where He desires you be present and what you will do at any moment in society. You will find apostles everywhere.

A prophet will explain, clarify and declare God’s Word of Truth. This is more than expounding the scriptures as these people are often inspired to give a message about the future or relevant personal wisdom to a particular situation, plus “words of knowledge”. Although unpopular, a word of warning is part of this ministry too, but the purpose is always constructive so educating, uplifting, guiding and inviting people sometimes to repent and grow. This aspect of warning is sometimes resisted by those in position of church authority but consider St Paul in gentle mellifluous style appealing for purity amongst believers; -see Rom.12:1-2.

Then compare that situation with St Stephen’s abrasive warning, -see Acts.7:51 – 53. But the Sanhedrin were resistant to the Lord Jesus Christ’s message and Stephen accused them of murder. Clearly this was an important task and who knows some may have turned to the faith in that assembly.

Some people need to be confronted with the truth that is forceful and direct as this approach they will consider, if they are wilfully resisting the truth applicable at that moment -see Acts.26:14 as clearly St Paul was wondering whether the facts, he was hearing about the Saviour Jesus Christ were true. He did start believing at that moment and wow, how Our Lord used him to bring glory to the Godhead. Some in authority try to stifle this method of messaging but occasionally the Holy Spirit wants truth expressed this way as God is indignant sometimes. What those in authority in church meetings and assemblies fear is that the others in the meetings to whom such a word does not apply will recoil in fear and ignorance, but the Holy Spirit will always assist the innocent to discern a spirit that does not apply to them. It just takes time, Hallelujah. Those in authority do not know everything about attendees’ spiritual state and should learn to trust committed mature persons whose lifestyle is sincere and holy. There must put a stop to saying, “We all make mistakes” as while that is true; it thwarts Jesus Christ’s work in the church and lacks recognition of the power and intelligence of the Holy Spirit. This is one of the lesser-known mistakes that grieves The Holy Spirit as He is being obstructed at that moment, -see Eph.4:30. However loving, truthful, strong correction is necessary on occasions. Don’t rush to pronounce.

An Evangelist, Eph.4:11 is a prominent and widespread ministry as these people want to share the good news of salvation by surrender to Jesus Christ -the Saviour- and, do so by explaining the truths of the Old and New Testament to those around them. 

The obvious example is your local church pastor, priest or whatever title you give them in your denomination. Maybe there is no church near you so, it would be a homegroup leader. One of their characteristics is that they desire to tell the world about the good news of the path to salvation. Therefore, any family member can be an evangelist in their circle of friends and family, which gives you regularly the opportunity to share the good news with them. Are you prominent at work, and although you are discreet your overwhelming love for others again gives you opportunity to share the good news? One characteristic of an evangelist is that they pray for opportunities and are ‘quickened’ at sharing their faith.  This leads to opportunities everywhere, not just in foreign far away parts of the world. Evangelists know Phi.2:13, which is telling us that God puts His desires in our hearts so, when we hear ourselves repeatedly praying for opportunities, they know the Saviour, and our Heavenly Father will use them. Being ready for opportunities to share, makes them aware of the providence of God and they read the passages where providence is expressed. They often use the ‘concordance’ section, which you find at the back of most bibles.

By regular operation they have learnt to be patient, gently and boldly and encouraging with the public. They have learnt that there is a process for leading a person to salvation. Diversity of presentation is obvious as God always wants all believers to share this operation.

First get to know someone, show care and interest in their life story so far. Second give some practical help but don’t become their slave.

Third most people have a sense of a ‘higher force’ on the Earth but haven’t yet realised that the world is carefully constructed.

Fourth in time show them the ‘higher force’ means a higher mind or invisible being must exist as they become increasingly conscious of the spiritual realm. At this stage don’t mention any names for God.

Fifth as they become aware of the ‘invisible’ = spiritual realm, just tell them that this ‘higher force’ loves to hear their prayers and will answer them. Tell them a great secret which, is praying out loud. The above process takes time. 

Don’t rush the process because if they pursue dialogue with you, our Heavenly Father is definitely drawing them, -see John.6:44.

Sixth At some stage they will draw close to you and will let you pray for them so, end with asking God to give them a sign that he has heard their prayers, dreams and hopes.

Seventh, a day will come when you can lay hands on them and pray for them in the name of Jesus Christ.

There is a wonderful bible verse that sums up the seven-step process, and you play a small part in leading the blind into relationship with the Godhead. Read for yourself Isa. 42:16 and understand it is a mystery as we don’t know how The Holy Spirit is enacting His Perfect Will, but they will become believers. Jesus Christ is also involved intimately as He is head of the church, see Col.1:18 -20.

Another secret is that God may providentially use you in any of the seven stages and you might never meet that person again. Just know God used you and have faith so, keep praying for them.

A pastor, priest or whatever title you give them in your particular denomination always loves the flock and shares many of the skills that an evangelist has. He or she builds relationships longer term than an evangelist and we associate him or her as being local to your home. He fulfils the role of a shepherd caring for Jesus Christ’s flock.

It is evident that the fivefold ministry has types who overlap in the daily operations, and so do their skills as that way the church is ‘covered’. Eph.4:13 is one of my daily prayers. “Dear Lord, have your way and continue to make me into the image of Jesus Christ.” Amen?

	
Dear reader, do you instinctively pray for your loved ones and learn spiritual warfare for those, who although we have forgiven them, oppose us unjustly?


How do you pray for yourself? When we pray in tongues you are trusting God to have His perfect Will in your life.


Remember God Loves you, so He is faithful to His promises. That is the meaning of “God remembers”.




––––––––
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We must not have a sullied church but a pure “bride of Christ” and Eph.4.1 -16, is His vision. That is why there are various ways of speaking the truth in love, -see 4.15 and the results are a loving, mature church, -see 4:16.

Out of such a socially pure atmosphere, grows agreeable, mutually respectful harmonious relationships. Observe from Eph.5 – 6:9 there is talk of “light”. We are being encouraged to walk without sinning, -see 5:14. Because when we walk in the light, we can see where we are going and will not stumble so easily into sin, -see 5:3 – 13. Where there is no sin, there will be more holy harmony inside the church at least. 

However, there is another aspect of “light” and that is in nature. When there is light, fruit grows, so does the spiritual equivalent such as, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, see Gal.5:22- 23.

Now when harmony and purity pervade the church, then outsiders will see a light shining out of the individuals and be attracted to joining it, -see Isa.60:1 – 5, which originally applied to our Heavenly Saviour but when you were reborn; the Holy Spirit now lives in you so God’s life - light shines out of you and people are attracted to that invisible quality. This is the whole Triune Godhead’s desire for the church and that is victorious living. 

Eph.6:10 – 20 are pointing out that Satan and his demons hate the Christian world and are trying to exterminate it so, we must engage in spiritual warfare to exist and prosper.

For the fivefold ministry to succeed that must be growing purity, harmony and victory as God envisions it. Now dear reader you will sense that we have been studying the internal workings of the church and whilst that is true, this section ends with a few more thoughts. 

The first is a proverb we have in English -“actions speak louder than words” - and within the church, you do not always need to justify yourself because often the Holy Spirit will guide others into reconciliation with you where there has been disagreement or suspicion. He spreads healing balm, and we offer and humbly accept forgiveness.

The second in considering the five-fold ministry are the ingredients that are necessary to be growing inside the character - spirit of those who are exercising authority, and those overseen in the church. The scriptures examples family life and work life, - see 6:1 – 9. 

Make opportunities, which means expect and so, be open for the Holy Spirit to move and direct others as well as yourself. That is a powerful prayer and a well pleasing desire to all three members of the Godhead. This means that sometimes you wait and trust the Holy Spirit to work inside others as well as yourself. Patience and calm eh!

The preceding text has put us in the right frame of mind/spirit to see how the gifts of The Spirit interlock with the fivefold ministries for church to operate well within itself and in the world.

Already has been mentioned many of the skills - equipping - gifts that accompany the fivefold ministry and this is expanded in 1. Cor.12:28 and hereafter the skills empowered by the Holy Spirit are mentioned alongside the ministries. We have already studied apostles and prophets but now there are teachers.  

Teachers are not always in a school classroom. Consider a mother or relative teaching the younger generation how to prepare food in a kitchen as just one example. Teachers always succeed when they persist in loving instruction. Prophets do well when they study teachers’ methods.

Wonder workers -1.Cor.12:28,  are those that God has given a calling to create and sustain an ambitious project in the world. They have a vision, that persistently they want to emerge.

The most obvious examples are a calling to create a successful family line but wonder workers will become skilled at inspiring others to work in a team to achieve a common aim for the good of all society. They are unselfish. They always persevere and it can be as a ministry in church or in the world. One example would be a project to equip and sustain everyone in a feeding/healthcare/housing programme for a nation or continent. Another will be to inaugurate and sustain a project leading to a healthy natural environment and or care of creatures. Others want to see “justice” prevail in the World. Wonder workers are determinedly passionate, and they always draw others into the team, so they pray for grace and favour from those they meet.

Healers -1.Cor.12:28 can be emotional as well as physical and they must have intuition as they often know without prior human contact what the need is before someone has expressed it. You will notice that our Saviour when He walked this earth often operated this way. Well, these people having been ‘informed’ by the Holy Spirit so, they have developed confidence, and their demeanour is one of kindness and compassion but with authority. They often prophesy over relationships that are to change. Now we all need healing or rescue in some aspect of our lives so, the public are attracted to healers. Observe in the Gospels and the book of Acts that often, large crowds had gathered in anticipation of meeting them, in the hope of a personal improvement. By practice, Healers often prepare and become gifted orators as clearly Jesus exampled this gift as his opportunity to impart to the World the message the Godhead wanted expressed on occasions. Healers are acutely tuned to watching for God to arrange ‘chance’ events, which in reality is providence, -see Pro.16:33.

	
Dear reader, what drew you to read this article?

Reflect on your recent life, and when has a ‘chance’ encounter been a special and good experience recently, -see John.6:44?.These a ‘Kairos’ moments. The reference is Greek.

Timing in life is special, -see Jer.29:11 – 14.


Remember God knows you and loves you. 




Helpers 1.Cor.12:28 are always neighbours, people in close proximity for a period of your life, whether at home, living next door, workers in the same place, fellow travellers for a time and they assist you to accomplish a task, where their skills complement your situation. What shines obviously in the relationship is their desire to aid you lovingly.

Administrators 1.Cor.12:28 are good at organising us so we achieve the particular goal to be accomplished. We allow them to show us the steps that must be taken at any time and they usually are connected to team efforts. They are not just in the workplace but often in sporting activities, so they are just as comfortable on a sports field as in an office. They are  full of wisdom on a particular subject, see Pro.15:32 -33.

	Dear reader, what are your hobbies, pleasures, passion and pastimes? Who helped you?



––––––––
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Speakers in tongues 1.Cor.12:28 firstly are often competent in foreign languages so they are sometimes translators and have spent time studying and mastering communications for use in a variety of settings. They are like teachers with their skills but apply it in meetings that take place in many of the settings beyond the classroom in society.

There is another type of speaker in tongues, and it is those that sometimes pray, talk to God and even worship in tongues. Zeph.3:14 this delights God and He sings back 3:17 and He uses people as counterpointing and harmonising in worship. Often in public worship there are times when the worshipping congregation comes to a lull when we sense the Holy Spirit is palpable and we are being invited to sing or pray out loud in unrecognisable language. This gift of The Spirit, 3:14 again. God wants everyone to receive this gift, and you can incorporate it also in your daily devotions as whilst the activity bypasses your cognitive mind, the Holy Spirit is expanding, strengthening and educating your own spirit. Undoubtedly you will increase in wisdom, knowledge and general capacity in life. God will use you as a believer more and more in life to serve His purposes. Many believers are overly self-conscious when they should not be, just ask a believer fluent in this gift, who may be someone nearby or in authority in the church conversant with the gift to assist your ‘introduction’ to prayer of this type and will anoint you. I personally recommend such a gift to every believer just as St Paul does in v.37.  1.Cor.14:1 -15 repeatedly emphasising this gift and its results. You will grow in understanding the scriptures.

1.Cor.14:16 – 40 then tells us how the various gifts should operate perfectly in church and that is more than the general assemblies.

We have looked above briefly at various Gifts of The Spirit and their interlocking with the fivefold ministry and the character requirements of both leaders and those cared for as our Saviour wants His church to be perfect but there are extra considerations that we must be aware of if the church is to function successfully within itself and in the world.

Consider everyone as precious, each one created in the image of God. That means there must be mutual respect -and leaders note the Holy Spirit is reminding you of this fact. 

No-one understands everyone else completely, and The Lord has put a diversity of callings upon each one of us uniquely. This truth is hidden inside Heb.10:36 so, stop and read that verse in the bible right now. That means that everyone will converge in some aspects of our Christian lives and in other aspects of our lifespan performance will differ. 

Reflect again upon respecting one another and that entails more than love, it needs wisdom. Prov.15:33 is helpful. Move circumspectly around others as often we do not know what The Holy Spirit wants to accomplish through their life at that moment in time.

God always enables us to perform His Will so there is an equipping for all believers. Have you not experienced a growth in your own skills? Yes, you have. The skills match what you are being called to do, and these are revealed within you and to your understanding at the right time. There is a complexity between God’s all knowingness and His omnipotence and our minds-spirits-freewill that perhaps we will never know in this lifetime but submission to God will still empower us. Are we moving in the wonder of God?

The last three paragraphs are expressed beautifully in 1.Cor.12:1 – 27.

Remember to love, love, love so that you will succeed. 

Notice that immediately after 1.Cor.12, which is about building a victorious exemplar church, chapter 13 talks about energising us through our emotional centres to exercise faith, hope and love, love, love. By now we are saying, “how will I accomplish all this”? Chapter 14:1 – 15 answers that. St Paul is repeatedly connecting praying, speaking and singing in tongues to spiritual understanding and the equipping we need to operate as God desires.

	
Dear reader, do you pray, sing and speak in tongues in the presence of God sometimes?


Ask The Holy Spirit to help you. Some of you are timid in this respect. Find a person in the church who does operate this way and ask for their help in the anointing. Do not doubt that The Lord of all the church wants to answer your desire positively.


The Lord will bless you and surprise you.




Continuing with the way God The FATHER; THE Saviour and The Holy Spirit want church to operate, now consider 1.Cor.12:4 – 13. 

In vv.4 – 6, we find the diversity of God’s operation and in vv.12 – 13 we learn that believers will be worldwide from all ethnic groups and, it is the Holy Spirit empowering the activity of church. The scriptures imply He operates through the fivefold ministry so there is to be mutual respect and free expression of all functions and their giftings. 

Therefore, those believers in authority must find a way to do that as no one is to be suppressed.

Vv.7 – 11 mention certain empowerments or gifts and some of the fivefold ministry functions mentioned previously. They are Healers, Wonderworkers = those empowered by their “callings” to initiate or sustain projects. Also, there are prophets and those who speak in Tongues. Read above for a study of these people, how they function and their enablement - giftings. There are some new groups mentioned, and they are: -

Miracle-workers, and these people are led, unlike prophets, not to warn but to prophesy by The Holy Spirit into performing with exceptional powers over nature to bring about changes that are remarkable in the physical environment and parts of society, that will become evident to all. To repeat, what is unique is that they have told us in advance what will happen in their sphere of operation, -see v.10aa. Often, they speak out loud with reverent authority over creation and banish the enemy, just as prophets, apostles and discerners of truth should and sometimes do. More will follow in the section entitled “Angels again and Spiritual Warfare” in this publication. It helps to decree and declare God’s sovereignty and the power He has given us, see Luke.10:19.

Discerners of Truth from Lies are identified in the middle of v.10. Their ability is expressed in the title of their activity, and they interpret the scriptures outworking in daily activity and operate in secular society outside the church. They have similar ability to those gifted with wisdom, which is God’s desire for all believers, and like those moving in prophecy they must be lovingly bold and courageous as they often are bringing a new insight. Remember the old nature we were born with does like change, but then in time the message is weighed and the Holy Spirit urges us to progress, -see 1.Cor.14:29.

Interpreters of Tongues. A gift inexplicable and direct from The Holy Spirit. They operate both in assemblies and other settings within the church. They express in everyday language what has been spoken by speakers in tongues. Like many other functionaries they have steeped themselves in the holy scriptures and spent time regularly in stillness before God learning Truth. Although they might not know it until the moment of their message, they have been reflecting upon the issue(s) that the Godhead wants expressed. On occasion they have spent time in speaking in tongues = ecstatic speech and may be familiar with asking and waiting for the explanation of their own previous utterances. Visionary prophets are familiar with this same process. The world recognises this gift as intuition.

Whilst studying this part of scripture let us look at the vv.33ff -35. In the time of St Paul most women received no formal education as society as both Hebrew and Roman culture was patriarchal. It takes discipline to learn to hold your tongue and wait for an opportune time to speak out. Such exercise in retaining the thoughts in your mind that are to be spoken and releasing of truth when attention can be gained; without competing or disrupting the meeting.  Clearly the general congregations of St Paul’s day were quite unlike today’s society. Females mature earlier than males and usually receive an equal education to the male nowadays. Consider the number of females in higher education and various strands of the working environment. These few verses would not apply to most modern womanhood, and it is important to have order in meetings and assemblies. Also note there may be a few women and men to whom these verses do apply. Those of us that suffer this weakness to interrupt need to grow in the fruit of self-control.

With that in mind, let us return to the gifts of The Spirit as these enable the believers to function as the Triune God plans.
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