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​Chapter 1:

The Fullness of the Divine Nature

Colossians 2:9







Great is the mystery of God! Paul, in
his writings, shows us that the life, ministry, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ clarify the mystery of God.

And without controversy great is the
mystery of godliness; He who was manifested in the flesh, Justified
in the spirit, Seen of angels, Preached among the nations, Believed
on in the world, Received up in glory. 1 Tim 3:16 (ASV)

Christ came to provide salvation to the
world and reveal the true and living God. Christ came as an
obedient Son to make known the Father’s counsel, wisdom, and
might.

And this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent. John 17:3 (KJV)

Jesus expressed in His prayer to the
Father the purpose of His coming – to make known unto men the only
true God, which is the Father, and that they would know Christ,
whose coming was from the Father; intending to free men from the
bondage of sin. Both Testaments agree that all things are done by
the will of the Father. Biblical accounts reveal the character and
nature of God.

With these things in view, let us look
more closely at godhead. Some scholars and ministers try to explain
Godhead by implying that it refers to God being revealed as Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost; that is, the Trinity. However, godhead has
nothing to do with the makeup of God, or His work in Jesus Christ
by the Holy Ghost. It simply refers to His divine
nature.

In the King James Version of the Bible,
the term godhead is used three times by Paul. In these instances
where we find the word godhead, each is derived from three Greek
variations (theiotēs, theios, and theotēs) of the same word -
theos. This term simply means divinity or godlike. Godhead refers
specifically to the nature of God or that which characterizes who
He is.

In understanding the meaning of godhead
and examining how Paul used this term, we can develop a solid
understanding of the Godhead.

The Divine Nature is
Distinctive

Extensive travelling and evangelizing
characterized Paul’s ministry. After preaching the gospel in Berea,
Paul went to Athens. While waiting for others to come, he was
stirred in his spirit because of the rampant idolatry. He saw an
altar built to the unknown god. He used this as a catalyst to
present the only true and living God. It was in this discourse that
he used the term godhead.

Forasmuch then as we are the offspring
of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold,
or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. Acts 17:29
(KJV)

Paul introduces the Athenians to the
distinctiveness or the uniqueness of the godhead. Athenians
worshipped gods that were made by man’s hands. They were inanimate
and existed through man’s devices or imaginations.

He, conversely, stated that all men
were the offspring of God (in support of God’s creation of the
first man). Men were living creatures, having a will, thoughts,
emotions, feelings, and volition, which is a clear reflection of
the Godhead (divine nature). This was in stark contrast to the gods
and idols they worshiped.

He told the Athenians not to think that
God’s nature could be reduced to objects, altars, buildings,
ignorant worship, and rituals. This statement reveals the fallacy
of the statement that one can find God in everything and in all
things. Paul told them: do not misunderstand the nature of God,
thinking He can be reached through man-made forms of religious
worship, devotion, and service. He told them that God, in His
divine nature, is commanding all men to repent and come to Him in
order to escape His judgment.

And the times of this ignorance God
winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent. Acts
17:30-31 (KJV)

His divine nature demanded that He be
approached through a personal relationship, which is now available
through repentance and faith in His Son. The Godhead is unique in
that God gives one way for men to approach Him unlike other deities
and beliefs that say that there are other ways to know God and
serve Him and enter into eternal life.

The Divine Nature is
Incontrovertible

Paul, in his letter to the Romans,
outlined the foundational truths of the Christian faith. He related
how men, in the beginning, knew God but transformed their knowledge
of the true God into lies and remade Him in the likeness of man,
animals, and the hosts of heaven.

He also stated that the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven upon men who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness. He revealed that God had manifested Himself to all
men and showed Himself to all men. This is possible because all men
are the offspring of God (Acts 17:29). It is within this context
that we can understand Paul’s second use of the term
godhead.

For the invisible things of him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that
they are without excuse. Romans 1:20 (KJV)

From this, we discover that the Godhead
(nature of God) is incontrovertible or undeniable. Men can know and
understand who God is and what He wants. This is what aids men in
their reception of the gospel of God revealed in Jesus
Christ.

Oftentimes, men feign ignorance in
order to avoid submission to the righteousness of God. Satan, who
blinds the eyes of people so that they will not receive the truth,
further solidifies this. Despite these dynamics, Paul states that
all men can understand God’s eternal power and divine nature
(Godhead) because it is clearly seen in creation.

He then gives us a history lesson by
recalling the early inhabitants of the earth. He stated that they
knew God and what He wanted but suppressed that knowledge and
created the various forms of worship. Though many forms of false
worship exist today, knowing and receiving the truth of God is
attainable because of how man was created.

Remember, God breathed into Adam’s
nostrils. He imparted a portion of Himself in the first man who was
to procreate. It is that same breath of life that permeates through
men today. Therefore, Paul said men are without excuse in not
coming to God because there is an inner witness of God in all, by
virtue of creation.

The Divine Nature is
Cohesive

Paul’s final use of the term godhead is
in his letter to the Colossians. He wrote to the Colossians to
bring them back to the gospel of God revealed in Christ. Erroneous
teachings had come to them to make them depend on other
supernatural beings and religious ordinances rather than on the
work of Christ.

In his defense of the complete work of
God in Jesus Christ, Paul stated that everything they wanted to
know about God was manifested in the life, work, and ministry of
Christ.

For in him dwelleth all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily. Col 2:9 (KJV)

Paul states that the fullness of the
godhead; that is, the fullness of the nature of God was in Christ
while He walked on the earth. Therefore, the Colossians did not
have to trust in any other practice, doctrine, or thought, but only
upon Christ because God completed the work of salvation through and
by Him.

One must understand that it is through
the divine nature that the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost are
cohesive or unified. They each share the same nature, though they
are distinct in personhood. Again, this is how they are one and yet
separate because the same nature and divinity (godhead)
characterized the being of them all.

Many confuse the unity of the Father
and Son with the Father and Son being one and the same. However,
throughout the scriptures, we find the Father and Son are distinct
(which will be fully discussed and substantiated in this book) yet
possessing the same nature.
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