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INTRODUCTION
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They say you can never go home again. That the place you left behind changes. That the people move on. That the memories fade.

For Dr. Emma Collins, home was supposed to be a distant memory. A chapter she'd closed. A life she'd outgrown.

But when her father needed her, she came back to Maple Ridge. Back to the small town she'd escaped. Back to the veterinary clinic where she'd learned to love animals. Back to Luke Harrison—her first friend, her first kiss, her first heartbreak.

She told herself it was temporary. Six weeks. Then she'd leave again. Return to her real life. Her successful career. Her carefully planned future.

But home has a way of calling you back. And first loves have a way of becoming forever loves.

This is the story of coming home. Of second chances. Of discovering that sometimes the life you're meant to live is waiting where you started.
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CHAPTER ONE
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The Call

Dr. Emma Collins was in the middle of surgery when her phone rang.

Not her personal phone. That was silenced, as always during procedures. Her emergency phone. The one only three people had the number to: her mother, her father, and her practice partner.

Emma's hands were steady as she sutured the golden retriever's leg. Years of practice. Muscle memory. But her mind was suddenly elsewhere.

The phone rang again.

Dr. Martinez, her surgical nurse, glanced at the screen. It's your mother.

Emma's heart dropped. Mom never called during work hours. Never. She respected Emma's schedule. Which meant this was bad.

Answer it, Emma said. Put her on speaker.

Emma? Her mother's voice was shaky. Scared. I'm so sorry to call during surgery but...

What happened?

It's your father. He had a heart attack. He's in the hospital. They're doing an angioplasty now but Emma, I need you to come home.
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