
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


THE HIDDEN FLAME — BOOK THREE

ETERNAL FLAME

Some bonds cannot be broken.

Abdullah Al-Baghdadi


THE HIDDEN FLAME: ETERNAL FLAME

The Hidden Flame Series • Book Three

Copyright © 2025 Abdullah Al-Baghdadi

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are either products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental.

First Edition • 2025

Published by Abdullah Al-Baghdadi



  	
	    
	      Also by Abdullah Al-Baghdadi

	    

      
	    
          
	      The Hidden Flame

          
        
          
	          Awakened

          
        
          
	          Unbound

          
        
          
	          Eternal Flame

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Pyremark Sagas

          
        
          
	          The Ember Rite

          
        
          
	          The Hollow Crown

          
        
          
	          The Last Pyre

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          The Psychology of Unfinished Things

          
        
          
	          The Wonder Engineers

          
        
          
	          The Last Witness

          
        
          
	          The Velvet Soul: A Woman's Guide to Timeless Elegance and Inner Power

          
        
          
	          The Sleep Collector

          
        
          
	          Love Yourself First

          
        
          
	          The Identity Reset

          
        
          
	          The Noise Within

          
        
          
	          Beyond the Fog, the Moon

          
        
          
	          Where the River Remembers

          
        
          
	          Beware The Antichrist And His Followers

          
        
          
	          The Habit Blueprint

          
        
          
	          The Ember and the Dark

          
        
          
	          The Last Verdict

          
        
          
	          The Silent Tape

          
        
          
	          The Ember Crown

          
        
          
	          The Nurse's Secret

          
        
          
	          The Perfect Wife

          
        
      

      
    
    


For Rania, who trusted that what she put down would someday be picked up again.

It was.
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The Book That Started a War

―――――


“The decision to publish was made on a Tuesday. Everything significant in my life, it turns out, happens on Tuesdays.”

— Dr. Layla Ashraf, The Fire That Waits — Author’s Note



The book came out on a Thursday in October.

Layla Ashraf knew, because she had been tracking the data, that academic publications did not typically produce the response hers had produced. The first review appeared forty-eight hours after the digital release: a professor of pre-Dynastic studies at the University of Edinburgh who had spent thirty years working with the same texts Layla had translated, and whose review contained the phrase “this is either the most significant contribution to the field in a generation or the most elaborate scholarly hoax I have encountered, and I cannot determine which.”

The second review came from a journal in Cairo. The third from a linguist in Berlin who had independently been working on nḥḥ n sḏt for twelve years and who emailed Layla directly with seventeen questions, each more precise than the last, each pointing closer to the same thing: you have accessed something. What have you accessed?

The book did not mention Al-Asfal. It did not mention dragons, bonds, or Guardians. It described a phenomenon—fire as memory, fire as record, fire as the specific quality of attention that preserved rather than consumed—and it documented that phenomenon through three thousand years of primary source material, cross-referenced and translated with the precision of a scholar who had spent six months living inside the thing she was describing.

It was, as Sana had noted in her foreword—Layla had insisted on Sana as co-author; the archivist had cried, precisely once, and then written twelve thousand words in four days—the most thoroughly documented argument for the literal rather than metaphorical reading of fire-memory in the history of the field.
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