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Southeast Indiana Day Trips

A Tourism Guide Book and Travel Guide

Road Trip Indiana Series – Volume 1

Paul R. Wonning

Description

Take a fun tour through the rich history of Indiana using Southeast Indiana Day Trips as your guide book. This tourism guide will help you plan road trips to discover interesting places to visit and enjoy. The book includes museums, state parks, historical sites, nature preserves, historical markers and much, much more. 

The counties included in this historical travel book include:

Clark County

Dearborn County

Decatur County

Franklin County

Jefferson County

Jennings County

Ohio County

Ripley County

Scott County

Switzerland County
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County Seat - Jeffersonville

Largest city - Jeffersonville

Area - 584.7 sq mi 

Population - 103,569 (2006)

Founded - 1801

Named for General George Rogers Clark

Time zone - Eastern Standard Time

Floyd, Washington, Scott County and Jefferson Counties surround Clark County. The Ohio River forms its southern border.

Clark County, in southeastern Indiana is named after Revolutionary War Hero General George Rogers Clark who wrested control of the vast Northwest Territory from the British during the Revolutionary War. For these exploits Congress awarded General Clark and his regiment 150,000 acres of land. Clark designated around 1000 acres of this grant to create the town of Clarksville, also named after the General. Clarksville was the first settlement authorized by the United States Government in the Northwest Territory. Clark County has many places of interest within its bounds, and you will surely enjoy your visit.

Clark County Courthouse

The first Clark County Courthouse was built in Charlestown around 1836. A new courthouse replaced this one in 1850. When the county seat transferred to Jeffersonville in 1878, the county constructed a new courthouse. This courthouse served county needs until 1970, when the old courthouse and jail was razed. Workers began construction of the current courthouse, which opened in 1971. The architectural firm Arch, Wright, Porteous & Lowe designed the structure. The contracting firm F. H. Wilhelm Construction Company handled the construction of the court house.  

Clark County Government Center

501 East Court Avenue

Jeffersonville, IN 47130

812-285-6200

http://www.co.clark.in.us

Geography of Clark County

Clark County was formed on February 3, 1801. It originally included the entire southeastern portion of what was to become the State of Indiana. Seventeen counties were later carved from Clark County. These are Crawford (1818), Decatur (1822), Fayette (1819), Floyd (1819), Franklin (1811), Harrison (1808), Jackson (1816), Jefferson (1811), Jennings (1817), Randolph (1818), Ripley (1816), Rush (1822), Scott (1820), Switzerland (1814), Union (1821), Washington (1814), and Wayne (1811).

Townships

Today Clark County, Indiana is composed of twelve townships. These are Bethlehem, Carr, Charlestown, Jeffersonville, Monroe, Oregon, Owen, Silver Creek, Union, Utica, Washington and Wood.

Incorporated cities and towns in Clark County, Indiana include Borden, Charlestown, Clarksville, Jeffersonville, Sellersburg and Utica. Henryville is unincorporated, but a sizable town.

Transportation of Clark County

Clark County has an excellent network of highways and interstates crossing it. Interstate 65 connects the county to Kentucky to the south and Indianapolis to the north. I 265 circles Clarksville and Jeffersonville on the north side and connects with Interstate 64. I-64 runs through Louisville to the southeast and points east. The highway provides access to St. Louis in the west. U.S. Route 31 runs parallel to I-65. State Road 3 is a north/south corridor that connects with North Vernon in Jennings County. State Road 62 is an east/west connection to Madison to the northwest and Corydon to the west. Indiana State Road 160 runs northwest to Salem, Indiana in Washington County.

Tourism Information

Convention & Visitors Bureau

Clark-Floyd Counties Convention-Tourism

315 Southern Indiana Avenue

Jeffersonville, IN 47130

812-282-6654

http://gosoin.com

Clark County Fairgrounds

9608 IN-62, 

Charlestown, IN 47111

1-812-256-4591

https://clarkcountyfairgrounds.com/

State Parks and Forests

There are two Indiana State Parks in Clark County, Falls of the Ohio and Charlestown State Park. A portion of Clark State Forest covers the northwest corner of the County and Deam Lake Recreation Park is near Henryville.

Clark County, Indiana is a fun place to visit. Visitors will find many historical and unusual things to see in Clark County

For more information about dining, lodging and shopping Contact:

Clark County Auto Tours

Indiana's Historic Pathways

Ohio River Scenic Byway Driving Tour

Indiana Uplands Wine Trail

Ohio Valley Fossil Trail

Southeast Indiana Trails to Freedom, Underground Railroad Driving Tour

Borden

Borden, Indiana is thirteen miles west of Interstate 65, Exits 6 and 7. The town is on Indiana State Road 60. To find more information on this small Indiana town, click the link.

http://www.bordenindiana.com/

Borden Attractions

Deam Lake

194-acre Deam Lake is a 194-acre lake has a swimming beach with shower and bathhouse facilities, a handicap ramp and a food concession stand. There is lake access for boating via a boat ramp. Motor boats are limited to the use of an electric trolling motor. Rowboat rentals are available during the summer season.

Multi-Use Facility

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has classified Deam Lake as a multi-use property. This means that a multitude of outdoor activities can be going on at the same time. These activities include swimming, hiking, hunting, horseback riding, boating, picnicking, fishing and camping. There are designated hunting areas in the facility, away from the other recreational activities. A visit to this Indiana State place is rich with outdoor experiences.

Hiking Trails

There are a number of different kinds of forest trails at Deam Lake. The four hiking trails cover a variety of terrain and total almost seven miles. There are almost eighty miles of horse trails and five miles of mountain bike trails.

Camping

Camping facilities include a horseman's camp and 116 Class A campsites. Class "A" facilities include electrical hookup, modern restrooms/showers (at least one shower station wheelchair accessible), picnic table, fire ring and parking spur. Drinking water and a dump station are also available in the area.

Picnicking

There are several picnic areas located around the facility, many with shelters. This southern Indiana park is a great place to visit.

Deam Lake State Recreation Area

1217 Deam Lake Road

Borden, IN 47106

(812) 246-5421

https://www.in.gov/dnr/state-parks/parks-lakes/deam-lake-sra/

Borden Historical Markers

Title of Marker:

Borden Institute Site

Location:

301 West Street at school drive, Borden or New Providence. (Clark County, Indiana) West Street intersects Indiana State Road 60 in the middle of the tiny town.

Installed by:

1995 Indiana Historical Bureau and West Clark Community Schools Gifted/Talented Program

Marker ID #: 

10.1995.1

Marker Text: 

Coeducational school founded 1884 by William W. Borden primarily to serve children of southern Indiana farmers. Low-cost, progressive program included teacher preparation and laboratory-based scientific studies. School closed 1906. Borden also established library and museum with extensive geological collections.

William Borden was the son of John Borden, who founded the town he named New Providence in 1816. He named the town after his native town, Providence, Rhode Island. 

Brief History

Education and Geology

William was both formally and self-educated. He became interested in geology in 1862 and soon became absorbed in it. He soon gained a genuine scientific reputation. He was involved in the geological surveys of several counties. 

Silver

In 1880, his brother wrote him from Lead City in Colorado, requesting his assistance in his silver mine venture. The brothers became partners in a silver mine that became valued at over five million dollars. The wealth enabled him to become a scholar and philanthropist. 

Borden Institute

He founded the Borden Institute in 1884 to use as a teacher college. He also pursued scientific studies in a laboratory environment. It served as a school for students of the farmers of the area and children with modest financial means. He pursued experimental educational principles at the school. Courses included English grammar and composition, algebra, penmanship, Latin and history, among others. The curriculum was quite extensive. It was an informal atmosphere with no study halls and no exams. But, the students that went there received quality educations that served them well during their lifetimes. Students boarded at private families in the communities and tuition rates were affordable.

The Museum

He formed some extensive geological collections during his lifetime and used the museum to display them. The Smithsonian Institution and Chicago’s Field Museum both acquired parts of his collections after his death.

Closure and Disrepair

The Borden Institute closed in 1906. the community used it as their high school until 1955. The neglected building fell into disrepair and had to be torn down in 1983.

Borden also established a museum, library and built a magnificent mansion overlooking the town. The town changed its name to Borden to honor him. The museum still exists, as does the mansion. the mansion is a private residence and the museum is a community center.

Charlestown

Charlestown, Indiana is about nine miles northeast of Interstate 65 on Indiana State Road 62. Charlestown, Indiana draws its name from the man who surveyed the town when it was established in 1808, Charles Beggs. The new town was platted on 195 acres and was located within the 150,000 acre Clark Grant. To spur development, the town's developers used the proceeds from the sale of the first 30 lots sold to build community buildings around the three acres in the center that had been set aside for use as a town square.

County Seat

This strategy paid off, as the new town grew quickly and was designated the county seat of Clark County in 1812. In 1809, future first governor of the new State of Indiana, Jonathan Jennings, moved to the new town from Pennsylvania. The town remained the county seat until 1878 when the county government was moved to nearby Jeffersonville.

Indiana Army Ammunition Plant

The town's fortunes improved in 1940 when the United States government selected the town as the site for a plant to make smokeless gunpowder at the newly constructed Indiana Army Ammunition Plant. This swelled the population from 900 to 13,400, creating many problems for the town. This facility was abandoned in 1998. A portion of the property was given to Indiana Department of natural Resources to expand Charlestown State Park, and the remainder given to the Clark County Reuse Authority for use as a commerce center.

The 1960's brought urban renewal to Charlestown, Indiana. The town has expanded, built new buildings and parks and implemented other improvements.

Activities at Charlestown

Charlestown Family Activities Park

Located at 1000 Park St. across from CHS Football Field

https://www.charlestownparks.com/

Charlestown State Park

Charlestown State Park offers some fantastic hiking opportunities along the Ohio River and pretty Fourteen Mile Creek. There are over seventy-two different species of birds that have been sighted here, including Bald Eagles and bluebirds.

Indiana Army Ammunition Plant

Charlestown State Park occupies a part of the Indiana Army Ammunition Plant. Some of the abandoned facilities of are still located in the park. The Indiana Ammunition Plant originated during World War 2. Construction completed May 31, 1942 with production of ammunition beginning in April. The Indiana Ammunition Plant manufactured three types of ammunition at the plant. These were propellant charge bags, rocket propellant and smokeless powder. The plant supplied materials for the war effort and later for the Korean War and other conflicts. 

New State Park

All three plants ceased operation by 1992. The company ceded 4,500 acres of the property to the State of Indiana for use as a state park. Final demolition of the building on the site should occur by December 31, 2014. The park also contains the remnant of the Fern Grove and Rose Island Resorts site. In 2011, the Portersville Bridge, moved from Dubois County, allows visitors foot access to the old amusement park site via Trail 3 and 7. Interpretive signage and some displays should be finished in 2014.

Still standing, or partially standing, is the old stone fountain, a retaining wall and some stone steps from the hotel, the ticket booth that admitted people from the boat landing and a few other relics of the past.

Portersville Bridge

The two-span Portersville Bridge spanned the White River at Portersville, Indiana. The Vincennes Bridge Company built this bridge in 1912. A huge flood promptly inundated the bridge. Construction crews tore down the bridge and rebuilt it the next year. The workers built it three feet higher to avoid flooding. The bridge has been the scene of one wedding, Dot and Dimp Graves, who met on the bridge during its construction. The nuptials took place on July 13, 1913.

Mailing Address:

Charlestown State Park

P.O. Box 38

Charlestown, IN 47111

(812) 256-5600

Mapping Address:

12500 Indiana 62 

Charlestown, IN 47111

https://www.in.gov/dnr/state-parks/parks-lakes/charlestown-state-park/

Charlestown Historical Markers

Title of Marker: 

Grave of Jonathan Jennings 1784-1834

Location: 

Market Street/Indiana State Road 3 at Pleasant Street, Charlestown. Indiana State Road 3 intersects Indiana State Road 62 near the center of town. (Clark County, Indiana) Pleasant Street intersects Market Street/Indiana State Road 3 just south of Jonathan Jennings Elementary School.

Installed by: 

Indiana Sesquicentennial Commission, 1966

Marker ID #: 

10.1966.1

Marker Text: 

Indiana Territorial Delegate to Congress, 1809-1816. President of Indiana Constitutional Convention, June 1816. First Governor of Indiana, 1816-1822. Member of Congress, 1822-1830.

Brief History

Jonathan Jennings (1784-1834)

Jonathan Jennings became the sixth child of Jacob and Mary Kennedy Jennings when he was born in New Jersey. he attended grammar school at Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, and studied law at Washington, Pennsylvania. he immigrated to the Indiana Territory in 1806 and became a lawyer in Jeffersonville, later moving to Vincennes. There were not enough clients in the new territory to make a living, so he served in various government offices and participated in several land speculation deals. These deals brought him some wealth. He and Territorial Governor Benjamin Harrison had a series of political disputes after Jennings became a clerk at Vincennes University. 

Election to Congress

As a territory, the Indiana Territory was entitled to non-voting representation in Congress. Jennings gained election to the Eleventh Congress in 1809. In 1815, Jennings introduced a petition for Statehood to Congress. The 1815 census indicated that the population exceeded the 63,000 requirement laid down by the Northwest Ordinance of 1787. Congress passed the Enabling Act on April 11, 1816, authorizing Indiana's authority to form a government. . 

Constitutional Convention

He became a delegate to the Constitutional Convention in Corydon in June 1816. He was a leading advocate to ban slavery in the state. In this endeavor, he succeeded. The convention adjourned on June 29 and Jennings announced his candidacy for governor. He used the slogan "No Slavery in Indiana" during his campaign.

Governor Jennings

Jennings beat the other candidate, the former pro slavery Territorial Governor Thomas Posey handily. He served as governor for two terms,  and returned to Congress as Indiana's elected representative in 1822. Jennings retired to his Charlestown home in 1831 after leaving Congress. He died at his Charlestown farm of a heart attack.

Nature and Wildlife Refuges

Nine Penny Branch Nature Preserve

Hikers will find a trail that leads to a small, pretty waterfall. 

Nine Penny Branch Nature Preserve

3142 Tunnel Mill Road

Charlestown, Indiana

https://www.in.gov/dnr/nature-preserves/files/np-Nine_Penny_Branch.pdf

Title of Marker:

Fern Grove and Rose Island Resorts

Location:

SR 62, at the entrance to Charlestown State Park, Charlestown. (Clark County, Indiana). Charlestown State Park is just a short distance north of Charlestown on Indiana State Road 62.

Installed by:

1998 Indiana Historical Bureau and Clark's Grant Historical Society.

Marker ID #: 

10.1998.1

Marker Text: 

Side one:

Nearby is site of former popular Ohio River regional recreation area known from 1880s as Fern Grove. David Rose expanded facilities in 1923-including an amusement park and a swimming pool-and named it Rose Island. Major access was by car to swinging foot bridge over creek and by steamboats on river. Closed after extensive damage from 1937 flood.

Side two:

The peninsula at the confluence of Fourteen Mile Creek and the Ohio River near here was known as Fern Grove-Rose Island. Part of the Indiana Army Ammunition Plant circa 1940. Included in Charlestown State Park, established 1993. The rugged and scenic area is rich in geological features, archaeological remnants, and habitat for wildlife. The rocky ridge that makes up the peninsula is called Devil's Backbone.

Brief History

Located within Charlestown State Park, The Fourteen Mile Creek area is the site of a former amusement park called Fern Grove and Rose Island Resorts. The park was a popular destination in the 1920's and early 1930's. 

Fern Grove and Rose Island Resorts

Recreational use began as a place for church picnics and family reunions. Called Fern Grove because of the abundance of ferns that grew there the Louisville and Jeffersonville Ferry Company purchased the property to increase its ferry business. Since the area was best accessed by water, people chartered the company's ferries to visit the island. The company thrived during the 1880's through the early twentieth century as it utilized the area. 

In 1923 a man named David Rose purchased the facility and named it Rose Park. He spent $250,000 improving the property. He installed a zoo, pony rides, merry-go-round, Ferris wheel, roller coaster, shooting gallery, cafeteria, swimming pool, and rental rowboats. An impressive stone fountain graced the center of the resort. Water pumped from an aquifer 200 feet deep flowed over the mortared limestone fountain. Visitors could stay overnight in the Rose Island Hotel, enjoying the grand view of the river while basking in the cool, river breeze. In reality, the park was not on an island, but a peninsula that people could access only by steamboat, swinging footbridge, ferry or steamboat. The park occupied about 118 acres. Visitors could purchase steamboat tickets to travel to the park from Madison, Louisville, Jeffersonville and other area towns. The park remained a popular destination until the 1937 flood covered the park with ten feet of water. The park never recovered. 

Indiana Army Ammunition Plant

When the Indiana Army Ammunition Plant went into operation in 1941, Rose Park was on the property. Several buildings deteriorated due to disuse. The plant deactivated in 1983. The State of Indiana received the area in 1993 for a State Park. 

Clarksville

Clarksville, Indiana takes its name from Revolutionary War hero George Rogers Clark. He used the area in 1778 as a place to train his 175 man regiment for operations against the British at Vincennes, Kaskaskia and other British posts in what was to become the Northwest Territory in the new United States. After the war, Congress awarded George Rogers Clark 150,000 acres of land as payment for his services during the war in 1783. 1,000 acres of this grant was set aside for the establishment of a town. A fort was constructed and a town grew up around it, the first American town established in the Northwest Territory.

Where the Corps of Discovery Began

Because the town was the site where Meriwether Lewis and George Rogers Clark younger brother shook hands and began organizing their now famous expedition, Clarksville lays a claim that it is the village where the expedition began.

Floods

Clarksville Indiana failed to grow during the first years of its existence, due mainly to periodic inundation by Ohio River floods, the Flood of 1937 being the worst. After World War II, the town began a period of growth that has continued to the present time. There are many unique places to visit nearby.

George Rogers Clark Home Site 

The seven-acre tract that forms the George Rogers Homesite is officially part of the Falls of the Ohio State Park. The site contains a reproduction of the cabin of General George Rogers Clark, a reproduction of the black slave family that were his servants, the McGees, a picnic area, boat ramp and historical markers. Though humble, this spot sits high in American history, as it is the staging area for one of the greatest adventures of the United States of America, the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

Clarksville Historical Markers

Title of Marker: 

Clarksville

Location: 

Clark Boulevard & Harrison Avenue near downtown Clarksville

Installed by: 

Indiana Historical Bureau

Marker ID #: 

10.194?.1 

Marker Text:

First American settlement in the Northwest Territory. 150, 000 acres granted to George Rogers Clark and his troops by Virginia in 1781 for war services. Town named and tracts occupied by 1784.

Brief History

Clarksville

The area around Clarksville, Indiana is rich in history. The Buffalo Trace, a major migration route of the American Bison, crossed what is now Indiana from Illinois. The Trace crossed the river near the Falls of the Ohio as the bison migrated to the area now known as Bone Lick State Park in Kentucky. The Licks there provided the bison with a source of salt. The Buffalo Trace was a wide avenue created by the hooves of millions of bison as they traversed this trace. Native Indian tribes used the trace as a roadway and established camps in the area near the crossing to both use the Trace and hunt bison, a valuable food source as well as furs and other products the buffalo provided. 

Base Camp

American Revolutionary War hero George Rogers Clark used the area as a base camp, starting in 1788. An island just above the Falls served as his camp to train his force that eventually marched to Vincennes to capture the British military post and secure what was later to become the Northwest Territory for the Americans at the end of the War. The State of Virginia held sovereignty over the area until the Northwest Ordinance, passed by Congress in 1789. Virginia granted George Rogers Clark 150,000 acres after the war as payment for his services during the war. Clark set aside 1,000 acres to establish a town, Clarksville, named in his honor. 

George Rogers Clark (November 19, 1752 – February 13, 1818)

The second son of John Clark and Ann Rogers, historians know little of his early life and education. In 1771, he joined a surveying party into western Virginia. In 1772, he led a surveying party into Kentucky. The Treaty of Fort Stanwix of 1768 had opened the area to settlement and new settlers poured into the new lands there. In he received an appointment as major in the Kentucky County militia after his efforts to convince Governor Patrick Henry to create a new Kentucky County, Virginia out of the territory. At twenty-four, he had gained the respect of older frontiersmen like Daniel Boone for his leadership abilities. 

Expedition to Win the Northwest

After the Revolutionary War broke out, Clark convinced Governor Henry to allow him to lead a covert military expedition into the western lands to capture the British military posts there. Thus, in July 1778 Clark led an expedition of 175 men into the lands that would become the states of Indiana and Illinois. During a rigorous winter expedition, he captured British posts at Vincennes, Kaskaskia and Cahokia. The capture of these posts led credibility to the United States claim to the vast Northwest Territory that would later become the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan and Minnesota.

The Clark Grant

For his services, the State of Virginia awarded General Clark 150,000 acres, called the Clark Grant. This grant makes up most of current Clark County. Clark built a cabin and a gristmill. He lived there until 1809, when he had a stroke and fell into the fireplace, burning his leg. The leg needed amputation so he could no longer operate the mill. He moved to live with his brother-in-law in Kentucky, dying in 1818 after suffering another stroke. 

For more information on Clarksville dining, lodging and attractions, contact:

Town of Clarksville, Indiana

2000 Broadway

Clarksville, IN 47129

https://www.townofclarksville.com/

Title of Marker:

Lewis & Clark Expedition 1803-1806

Location:

Falls of the Ohio State Park, George Rogers Clark Homesite, 1200 South Harrison Street, Clarksville. (Clark County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Inc. 1991 

Marker ID #: 

10.1991.1

Marker Text: 

Near this site on October 26, 1803, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark with the nucleus of the Corps of Discovery together set off down the Ohio River on their epic journey to explore the Louisiana Purchase and Pacific Northwest.

Brief History

Lewis And Clark Expedition 1803-1806

William Clark lived with his brother George Rogers Clark in his cabin near the Ohio River when he received the letter from Meriwether Lewis requesting that he become co-commander of the expedition into the vast Louisiana Territory. The cabin became the base camp for Lewis and Clark as they organized the expedition. the Corps of Discovery breathed into life in the cabin as the men recruited men from Indiana, Kentucky and Virginia to make the historic journey west.

Arrival at the Falls

Meriwether Lewis arrived at the Falls of the Ohio on October 14, 1803. The Clark Homesite is located within the bounds of Falls of the Ohio State Park in Clarksville, Indiana. The Historic Marker is near the cabin where the men planned the expedition. 

Purpose of the Expedition

President Thomas Jefferson requested that Congress fund and expedition into his newly acquired territory. His instructions to Lewis and Clark were, "The object of your mission is to explore the Missouri River, & such principle stream of it, as, by its course and communication with the waters of the Pacific ocean, whether the Columbia, Oregon, Colorado or any other river may offer the most direct & practicable water communication across this continent for the purpose of commerce." He also wanted to establish the new republic's presence in the vast territory. France, Great Britain and Spain all had immense interest in the region and Jefferson wanted to make the United States claim valid with this exploratory mission. Other goals included discovering the sort of natural resources the region had and making contact with the various native tribes that lived there. It was also his hope that they would find a water route across the continent.

Preparations for the Trek

Lewis had served President Jefferson as his personal secretary. As such, he gained access to Jefferson's vast library to study the maps, books and other information Jefferson had acquired. He consulted with Jefferson and gleaned whatever scientific information he needed for the expedition. He studied medicine for a time with noted physician Benjamin Rush. The President also asked astronomer Andrew Ellicott to teach Lewis how to use various navigational aids like the sextant. Jefferson chose Lewis because, in his words, "It was impossible to find a character who to a complete science in botany, natural history, mineralogy & astronomy, joined the firmness of constitution & character, prudence, habits adapted to the woods & a familiarity with the Indian manners and character, requisite for this undertaking. All the latter qualifications Capt. Lewis has." Lewis chose Clark for his draftsman and frontiersman skills. The men that made up the expedition were all volunteers, chosen for their frontier and survival skills. They departed from the Falls of the Ohio on October 26, 1803. They would be gone for three years, returning with a vast collection of scientific information, maps, charts and a trove of other information about the Louisiana Territory.

Title of Marker:

Indiana State Prison

Location:

1400 block, South Clark Blvd., Clarksville (Clark County, Indiana)

Installed by:

2005 Indiana Historical Bureau and Clarksville Historical Society

Marker ID #: 

10.2006.1

Marker Text: 

Side one:

First state prison authorized January 9, 1821, opened October 1822 on lower Market Street in Jeffersonville; prisoners were confined to hard labor. Prisoners were moved to new state prison, opened here in Clarksville October 1847. Warden was elected by Indiana General Assembly. Inmates worked in shops set up by manufacturing companies on the grounds.

Side two:

In 1873, female inmates were transferred to Indiana Reformatory for Women and Girls in Indianapolis. In 1897, the prison became Indiana Reformatory for men 16-30 years old; males over 30 sent to Michigan City prison. In 1918, fire swept through Reformatory. The state sold land and buildings to Colgate Company 1921. Some original buildings still remain.

Brief History

After the 1918 fire, the State decided to build a prison more centrally located in the state. A site at Pendleton, Indiana was chosen because of the proximity of Fall Creek, a potential water source. After its completion in the mid 1920's, the Pendleton facility opened and the prisoners moved in. The Colgate Company used the building and had the Colgate Clock installed shortly after they purchased the building.

The Colgate Clock

The Colgate Clock is one of the largest clocks in the world and at forty feet in diameter, it is easily discernable from across the Ohio River in Louisville, KY. The Colgate Clock sits atop the former Colgate Palmolive factory in Clarksville that occupies a former prison called the Indiana Reformatory South. Colgate Palmolive purchased the building in 1921 after a fire damaged the building. The State of Indiana moved the prison to Pendleton, Indiana. The Colgate Palmolive Company moved the clock from Jersey City, NJ in 1924. The Colgate Clock is a Seth Thomas masterpiece designed by Colgate engineer Warren Day in 1906. The clock still keeps time and the neon still illuminates it by night, even though Colgate Palmolive no longer uses the building.

Mary Garrett Hay

Location: 

Charlestown City Square, intersection of Main St. and Short St., Charlestown (Clark County), Indiana 47111

Installed 

2021 Indiana Historical Bureau, League of Women Voters of South Central Indiana, and Friends of Mary Garrett Hay

ID#: 

10.2021.1

Learn more about Hay’s work for women’s rights with the Indiana History Blog.

Text

Side One

Women’s rights activist and political strategist Mary Garrett Hay was born in Charlestown. She worked with the WCTU here and in Indianapolis in the late 1800s, honing her leadership and speaking skills and advancing women’s suffrage. Susan B. Anthony chose Hay to help lead a suffrage campaign in the West, where she founded local leagues and spoke at rallies.

Side Two

Hay moved to New York City by 1900, where she organized for the National American Woman Suffrage Association. She lived and worked with companion Carrie Chapman Catt for decades. Their nationwide speaking tours proved crucial to the 1920 ratification of the 19th Amendment. Hay educated newly-enfranchised voters by helping establish the NYC League of Women Voters.

Brief History by the Author

Mary Garrett Hay (August 20, 1857 – August 29, 1928)

The daughter of Andrew Jennings and Rebecca Garrett Hay, Mary was native to Charlestown, Indiana. After her mother passed away, she traveled with her father, a doctor and important figure in the Republican Party, as he traveled throughout the state tending his patients or attending various political functions. She attended Western Female Seminary in Oxford, Ohio in 1873 where she studied to become a pharmacist. She graduated in 1874 and took a job in her father's pharmacy. 

Suffrage Movement

She joined the Woman's Christian Temperance Union where she served as a treasurer for the local chapter, later becoming the treasurer for the state organization. She became close friends with Carrie Chapman Catt. After Catt's husband passed away in 1905 she moved in with Hay. Hay helped organize a suffrage movement in California while that state was writing a new constitution in 1896. She was key in organizing women's movements in New York as well as other states. Republican Party

She joined the Republican Party and served as the chair of the Republican Women's National Executive Committee in 1919 and 1920. Her efforts ensured that women's rights remained a party of the Republican Party platform for many years. After her death she was interred in Woodlawn Cemetery Bronx, Bronx County, New York.

Other Attractions in the Clarksville Area

George Rogers Clark Homesite 

General George Rogers Clark

Revolutionary War Hero General George Rogers Clark settled on this beautiful spot overlooking the grand Ohio River. General Clark's fame came from his exploits during the winter of 1778 during which he captured the three British posts in the Illinois country, Vincennes, Cahokia and Kaskaskia. This courageous expedition, composed of 175 men, took these posts without firing a shot, thus securing what would become the Northwest Territory from the British. Congress carved six states from this immense territory Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Ohio. General Clark borrowed the money to fund the expedition. The United States Government never properly compensated him for his exploits and he spent most of his last days dealing with financial difficulties. 

Clark Grant

For his services, the State of Virginia awarded General Clark 150,000 acres, called the Clark Grant. This grant makes up most of current Clark County. Clark built a cabin and a gristmill on the spot occupied by the replica and lived there until 1809, when he had a stroke and fell into the fireplace, burning his leg. The leg needed amputation so he could no longer operate the mill. He moved to live with his brother-in-law in Kentucky, dying in 1818 after suffering another stroke. 

Restored Cabin

The cabin on this spot is not the original cabin. There are no known drawings of that cabin, destroyed in 1854. This one comes from Ripley County, Indiana near the town of Osgood. The State of Indiana moved it here in 2001, 

The smaller cabin is also a replica of the cabin occupied by Clark's servants, the McGee family. Technically slavery was illegal in the Northwest Territory so many slaves that lived there became free when the Northwest Ordinance became law. Many, lacking money to buy land, signed indentured servants agreements with their former masters. Their masters granted freedom and a tract of land to them as payment after a set period of servitude. 

Corps of Discovery

Interpretive Panels Describe the Gathering of the Corps of Discovery

William Clark, George Rogers Clark's younger brother, occupied the cabin with his brother. He kept up correspondence with President Thomas Jefferson, with whom both he and his brother George were friends. In 1803, he received a letter from the President requesting him to form up a company to explore the vast new acquisition, the Louisiana Territory that Jefferson had purchased from France in 1803. The cabin thus became a staging point for the Corps of Discovery. The expedition, now known as the Lewis and Clark Expedition, launched on the nearby river. 

The Department of Natural Resources has erected several interpretative plaques outlining the beginnings of this voyage and the men that took part in it. 

Overlooking the Majestic Ohio River

Visitors, during the time the park is open, can browse through the cabins and meander through the grounds. There are picnic tables allowing the visitor to gaze out over the waters of the Ohio River as they enjoy their lunch. 

Beginning the Lewis and Clark Expedition

The area is ripe with history as the final home of an American Revolutionary War hero, sometimes called the "Conqueror of the Northwest" General George Rogers Clark and his famous brother William Clark, one of the leaders of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

For more information about the Clark Homesite, visit

George Rogers Clark Homesite 

1102 W. Harrison Ave.

Clarksville, IN.

Derby Dinner Playhouse

The Derby Dinner Playhouse is one of the oldest continuously operating dinner theaters in Indiana. Located in Clarksville, Indiana, the theatre features food and entertainment in one bundle. There is a special Children's Theater during the week. This is currently the only professional dinner theater in southern Indiana.

Enjoy a lavish buffet before the display while being musically entertained by a singing group.

Derby Dinner Playhouse

525 Marriott Drive

Clarksville, IN 47129

Tickets (812) 288-8281

P (812) 288-2632

http://derbydinner.com/

Clarksville Little Theater

Clarksville Little Theater is one of the oldest continuously running community theaters in the United States. Visit this place for musicals, comedies dramas and Broadway-style performances in a small Indiana town atmosphere.

Clarksville Little Theater has its beginnings in a vision of Clarksville resident Mr. Julius Obermiller. With the help of Clarksville Optimist Club, the George Rogers Clark Parent-Teacher Association and others, Mr. Obermiller staged a musical production that netted $300. This money was turned over to the Clarksville Optimist Club in 1947.

A theater group was begun which has grown over the years into the Clarksville Little Theater. To visit this entertaining place in Indiana, you will find it is not far from Interstate 65, near Colgate Park in Clarksville Indiana.

Clarksville Little Theater

301 E. Montgomery Ave.

Clarksville, IN 47129

812-283-6522

http://www.clarksvillelittletheatre.org/

Falls of the Ohio State Park

This, the smallest Indiana State Park, is part of the Ohio National Wildlife Conservation Area. The park resides in the town of Clarksville, Indiana just across the river from Louisville, Kentucky. 

The State of Indiana established the Falls of the Ohio State Park to preserve the fossil beds that lay exposed on the exposed riverbed. 

Falls of the Ohio Visitor Center

The visitor center is the best place to begin a visit to Falls of the Ohio State Park. The Visitor Center occupies the site of the former Camp Joe Holt, a Union Camp during the American Civil War. The camp served as a major troop staging area for Union troops invading the Confederate States of America. Unlike other State Parks, Falls of the Ohio is not accessible using the State Park Pass. The fees serve to reimburse the City of Clarksville for building the Visitor Center. 

Extensive Fossil Exhibits

The Visitor Center at Falls of the Ohio State Park contains scores of fossils, highlighted by the massive mammoth skeleton mounted in the main entrance. The fossils include examples of fossils found in the fossil beds on the grounds and in southern Indiana. 

History and Geology Exhibits

Well-Organized Exhibits Explain the Natural History of the Falls Area

Terry Chase, a well-established exhibit developer designed the Visitor Center with its many easy to understand exhibits in 1990. 

Historical Exhibits Explain What Happened Here

The Falls of the Ohio area was one of the earliest settled areas of Indiana and many of the exhibits interpret the extensive, rich history for the visitor. 

Riverbed Exposed - Fossil Beds

The 390-million-year-old fossil beds at Falls of the Ohio State Park are among the largest, naturally exposed, Devonian fossil beds in the world. There is a trail here, The Woodland Loop Trail, which has ten new stainless steel markers denoting the plant life of the trails completed by area Eagle Scouts. The visitor may tour at will or take a guided tour.

Ohio River Fossils

Millennia's of Life Exposed On the Bottom of the Ohio River

Careful examination of the riverbed will reward the visitor with many unusual fossils. State Law forbids collecting the fossils. Take only pictures. 

Summary

The Falls of the Ohio State Park is a fascinating place to visit to learn about the early history of this part of Indiana and the rich heritage of the river. The best time to visit is from August to early November when the river levels are traditionally low. The Falls of the Ohio no longer exist, hidden under the McAlpine dam, but the fossil beds are amazing to tour.

Falls of the Ohio State Park

201 W Riverside Dr.

Clarksville, IN 47129

Area: 165 acres (67 acres)

Phone: (812) 280-9970

https://www.in.gov/dnr/state-parks/parks-lakes/falls-of-the-ohio-state-park/

Henryville

Henryville is about fourteen miles north of the I-265 intersection with USA 31 on US 31. Morristown was the first name chosen for Henry when established in 1850. A gentleman that had served in the Pennsylvania militia, Colonel Henry Ferguson, purchased land that the village became established on and persuaded the newly developing railroad to run past the town. To honor his efforts the townspeople renamed the town Henryville. 

Colonel Harland Sanders, founder of Kentucky Fried Chicken, was born in a wooden shack three miles east of Henryville on September 9, 1890 and lived in the area until around 1905. 

The population of Henryville is about 1,900. 

On March 2, 2012, tornados tore through the town, destroying the Henryville Elementary School and Henryville Jr/Sr High School as well as much of the town. Three people were killed in the disaster. Clark State Forest is north of Henryville on US 31.

Henryville Historical Markers

Title of Marker: 

Birthplace and Childhood Home of Col. Harland Sanders

Location: 

South side of SR 160 & exit 16 of northbound I-65, Henryville. (Clark County, Indiana) State Road 160 intersects US 31 in downtown Henryville. 

Installed by: 

Erected 1987 by these Local Franchisees: Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bagshaw Mr. & Mrs. William Bridges Mr. & Mrs. William Bright Mr. & Mrs. Roy Burchel Mr. & Mrs. Lee Cummings Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Fordyce Mr. & Mrs. Henry Gilley Mr. & Mrs. Robert Heil Mr. & Mrs. Everitt Houchen Pauline Houchen & Joe Ann Mr. & Mrs. Charles Howser Mr. & Mrs. William Mullins Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Payne Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Popp Mr. & Mrs. Henry Rothbaur Mr. & Mrs. Bud Stotts Mr. & Mrs. Hershel Wells Mr. & Mrs. T. J. White.

Marker ID #: 

10.1987.1

Marker Text: 

Founder of Kentucky Fried Chicken

Brief History

Colonel Harland David Sanders (September 9, 1890 – December 16, 1980)

Harland Sanders' life exemplifies the "rags to riches" story that comprises so much of the American experience. Colonel Sanders rose above poverty, failure and economic depression to eventually find success and launch the modern fast food franchise model. His resume included stints as a life insurance salesman, steam engine stoker, railway worker, secretary and entrepreneur. His fiery temper got him involved in brawls and made him the bane of early franchise holders that did not adhere to his strict standards. 

Early Provider

His mother, Margaret Ann Dunlevy Sanders, gave birth to him in their four-room home near Henryville, Indiana. He was the eldest of four children borne by her and her husband, Wilbur David Sanders. Wilbur died suddenly from a fever when Harland was five. His mother found work in a cannery and was absent for long periods, leaving Harland to care for the younger children. During these years, Harland learned how to cook, using food the children foraged while their mother was away. At age ten two local farmers hired the boy as a farmhand. His mother eventually re-married and the family moved to Greenwood, Indiana. 

Seventh Grade Dropout

In the seventh grade, Harland dropped out of school and moved to live with a farmer to do farm work. For a time he lived with an uncle in New Albany, working as a street car conductor. He falsified his age and joined the military in 1906. After serving as a teamster in Cuba, he received an honorary discharge and went to Alabama to serve stints as a blacksmith's helper and ash pan cleaner at a railroad. He eventually rose to become a fireman, stoking the steam engines with coal. 

Lawyer, Ferry Boat Operator and Manufacturer

From Alabama Harland went to Tennessee. He worked days as a fireman and studied law at night at the La Salle Extension University. A fight with a co-worker cost him his job, so he moved on to Arkansas, married by now with two daughters. A son had died of tonsillitis. In Little Rock Arkansas, he became a lawyer until a courtroom brawl with his client ended his law career. He ended up again in Indiana, this time operating a ferry company that he established. The ferry operated between Jeffersonville and Louisville and did well. During this time, he also worked as a secretary for the Columbus, Indiana Chamber of Commerce. He resigned from that job, sold the ferry company and used the funds to found a company that made acetylene lamps. This company failed. 

The Beginnings of Kentucky Fried Chicken

Sanders ended up in North Corbin, Kentucky operating a service station that he rented free in exchange for a percentage of the sales. To make extra money, he started selling fried chicken, country ham and country fried steak dinners. His chicken was a hit. His restaurant became so popular that Kentucky governor Ruby Laffoon commissioned him a Kentucky Colonel in 1935. During this time, he was involved in a shoot-out in which his biggest competitor, Matt Stewart. Sanders, a Shell Oil official with Sanders, and Stewart got into an altercation over Stewart repainting some of Sander's signs. he was directing people to his station and away from Sanders. During the altercation, Stewart pulled a gun and shot the Shell Oil man, killing him. His murder conviction eliminated him as a competitor. 

Perfection of the Recipe

By 1940, Sanders perfected his fried chicken recipe. He had opened a new 140-seat restaurant in Asheville, North Carolina. When the war started, the government started rationing gas for the war effort. All tourism stopped, forcing Sanders to close the restaurant. 

Beginning of the Franchise Operation

In 1952, Sanders began selling franchises for his recipe. He would go to restaurants around the country and cook for the owner and employees. He often slept in his car while on these trips. If they liked the chicken, he would offer to sell them his franchise. He would claim a royalty of four cents per chicken. He sold his first franchise in 1952 to a restaurant owner in Salt Lake City, Utah. His fledgling company grew and by 1964, he sold the company to the Kentucky Fried Chicken Corporation. He received two million dollars for his company. At the time of the sale, the chain had over 600 franchises in the United States and overseas. The company went public with stock sales in 1966. Heublein Inc. acquired the company in 1971 for 250 million dollars. There were over 3500 franchises worldwide at that time.
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