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Preface

Velvet was meant to be soft.

 

It draped noble halls, wrapped noble shoulders, brushed noble skin. But in the House of Pleasure, velvet was not a comfort — it was a snare. Ropes woven in velvet bound tighter than iron, their softness hiding a grip that never let go.

 

Aria knew the stories. She had laughed at them once, sipping wine in candlelit company. Chains that whispered. Ropes that moaned. Rooms that fed on breath. She did not believe them — not until she felt the velvet slide across her wrists, closing smooth and firm, locking her against a marble column.

 

And in the shadows, a voice darker than silk itself whispered:

 

“You’ll beg before the velvet lets you go.”
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Chapter One — The First Whisper

The library glowed with candlelight, tall shelves casting long shadows across marble floors. Books lined every wall, their spines gleaming gold, the air thick with leather, ink, and fire.

Isolde’s ivory satin gown clung to her curves, neckline dipping low, fabric stretched tight over her breasts. Her nipples stiffened against the silk with every shift, betraying her restless hunger. She brushed her fingers across the spines of books, lips parted in a shallow breath.

That was when she heard it.

A whisper. Low, velvet, searing.

“Already trembling, angel?”

Her breath caught. She turned — but Lucien was already there, stepping from the shadows. Tall, broad, his coat discarded, shirt loose and open at the chest. His eyes burned dark, fixed on the rise of her breasts straining against satin.

She tried to step back, but his hand was faster, seizing her wrist, pulling her into the shelves. Her back pressed into the wood, books trembling around her. His chest leaned close, the heat of him overwhelming, his lips grazing her ear as he whispered again, jagged:

“Say it. Whisper for me. Whisper your moan.”

Her cheeks flushed crimson, shame clawing at her throat, but her body betrayed her. Satin scraped her nipples sharp, convulsing, and the sound broke free before she could stop it.

“Mmmhh… ohhh… God…”

The library seized it. Shelves groaned, books quivered, pages fluttered open as though her moan had stirred them to life.

Above, silence shattered — gasps caught beyond the library doors, whispers tangled sharp in the hall. They were listening.

Lucien groaned guttural, his forehead pressing to hers, chest grinding into her trembling breasts. His voice tore molten, dangerous at her lips:

“Good. Louder. Let the books burn with your whisper.”
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