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        “Standing firmly on the promises of God, faith refuses to yield and continues to pray and wait for the answer even when it is delayed, knowing that the victory is sure.”

        ANDREW MURRAY
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        Andrew Murray (1828-1917), the great South African intercessor and devotional writer.
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        An Andrew Murray commemorative stamp and envelope that was released in in South Africa a few years ago.

      

      Andrew Murray (1828-1917), a South African intercessor and author was a transformative figure in Western Christianity, reshaping its spiritual landscape over a century ago. His profound insights into the Higher Christian life and captivating devotional writings earned him widespread acclaim. Beyond his eloquence, Murray possessed a deep understanding of walking with God and entering into a place of heavenly glory.

      From 1858 to 1917, Murray authored an astonishing array of 240 books and tracts.⁠1 With each stroke of his pen, he endeavored to lead Christians into a deeper understanding of faith, revealing the magnificent truths embedded in scripture. His wisdom and spiritual sensitivity endeared him to countless individuals seeking spiritual growth.

      One of Murray's pivotal teachings revolved around the power of intercession. He recognized that God draws strongly upon the intercession of believers to frame up the cosmos. Murray said:

      
        
        God rules the world by the prayers of his saints, that prayer is the power by which Satan is conquered, that by prayer the church on earth has disposal of the powers of the heavenly world.⁠2

      

      

      Murray dedicated a substantial portion of his life to spreading this profound truth.

      During the late nineteenth century, Murray's influence was unparalleled. Christian leaders from various traditions sought his counsel, and he was a featured speaker at numerous conferences. His sermons were published in esteemed publications, further amplifying his reach.

      Even today, millions of evangelicals continue to treasure Murray's biblical teachings and life lessons. His books remain prominent in Christian libraries worldwide, a testament to the enduring impact of his work.

      However, what many admirers of Murray may not be aware of is his openness to signs and wonders. In the late 1800s, this anointed intercessor actively participated in the transatlantic Faith-Cure Movement and fervently advocated for the ministry of healing. Murray possessed a deeper understanding of the Holy Spirit and operated in the realm of the supernatural more extensively than is commonly known.

      Murray's life encompassed dimensions beyond the conventional narratives. So, we need to reevaluate his story in the context of the twenty-first century. While his devotionals and teachings on prayer are widely recognized, few discuss the fervent revivalistic strain that underpinned his life. It is this often-overlooked aspect that I aim to explore in this book.

      May the story of this marvelous intercessor resonate with you as it has with me. Both in his time and in ours, Murray's life and message have stirred the hearts of those on the verge of eternity.

      
        
        —J.D. King

        Lee’s Summit, Missouri

      

      

      
        
        “Ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls” (Jeremiah 6:16).
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            AN ECLECTIC REVIVALIST
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        Andrew Murray was a transformative figure influencing multitudes

      

      
        
        “The root of all virtue and grace, of all faith and acceptable worship, is that we know that we have nothing but what we receive, and bow in deepest humility to wait upon God for it.”—Andrew Murray

      

      

      Over three decades ago, one of my youth pastors loaned me a worn paperback on the subject of intercession. Despite the battered cover and pages that had turned yellow with time, I found myself deeply engrossed as soon as I started reading.

      In those pre-internet days, my curiosity led me to want to know more about the author. I inquired with my pastor, hoping for some insights. He revealed that the writer was a Higher Life teacher from South Africa, who lived over a century ago. He had been moved by the message within the pages and believed it would also bless my life. This marked my initial encounter with the writings of Andrew Murray (1828-1917).

      I continued to come across Murray’s works, and in 1994, one of my instructors at Bible College assigned one of his books for study. As I engaged with that text, it became evident to me that Murray possessed a remarkable ability to draw readers into the intimacy of worship.

      A few years later, my curiosity still burning, I discussed Murray with a ministry colleague. To my surprise, he informed me that the preacher had been the featured speaker at the Keswick Convention and had also made periodic appearances alongside D. L. Moody (1837-1899).⁠1 This revelation shed light on Murray's prominence as one of the most respected orators of the late 1800s, a prolific author with a vast body of work to his name.

      During Murray’s lifetime, thousands recognized the hand of God on his life. I discovered that his contemporaries had penned marvelous tributes to him. For instance, G. S. Malan, the editor of De Kerkbode, celebrated Murray as a man “who led an exalted life, was occupied with exalted matters, cherished exalted ideals, and exercised an elevating influence.”⁠2

      Describing this South African at the peak of his ministry, in 1895, Anglican rector H. V. Taylor thought Murray carried “with him the atmosphere of prayer.” In evangelistic meetings, his “whole being is thrown into the task and he glows with a fervency of spirit which it seems impossible for human flesh to sustain.” Taylor wrote that Murray’s preaching “startles and overwhelms listeners. Earnestness and power of the electric sort stream from him and affect the large audience.” The preacher’s 

      
        
        slight, spent frame of middle height, he carries in repose a volcanic energy which, when he is roused, bursts its barriers and sweeps all before it. Then his form quivers and dilates, his lips tremble, his features work, his eyes spasmodically open and close, as from the white-hot furnace of his spirit, he pours the molten torrent of his unstudied eloquence. The thin face and almost emaciated body are transfigured and illumined . . . His disposition is mystical. As in the best of mystics, the religious thought clothes a strong and fearless nature.⁠3

      

      

      Much like many of his contemporaries, I continue to be captivated by the life and work of Andrew Murray. I hold deep admiration for his fervent devotional writings and his unwavering love for Jesus. Murray possessed a unique ability to discuss prayer in a way that resonated with me. He could make the inexplicable comprehensible.

      I often pondered whether Murray's robust spirituality mirrored my own. Did his prayer life align with the Pentecostal-Charismatic tradition? Talking with a colleague, I said, "Despite his Calvinist background, Andrew Murray seemed to have navigated the hidden paths of spiritual glory. Given his experiences with divine healing, it's conceivable that he had some understanding of other spiritual gifts." My colleague agreed with me, and we discussed the fact that some of Murray’s fascinating story remains untold.

      I delved into a couple of articles and a brief biographical sketch of Murray, hoping to gain deeper insights into his vibrant spirituality. However, I found myself wanting more. These writings primarily focused on his Reformed theological credentials. The authors were more concerned with making Murray a forerunner of conservative Evangelicalism than a fountainhead of eclectic revivalism.

      Murray was a godly man who unceasingly served the body of Christ. The author and orator was gracious and sacrificial—calling thousands to give their lives wholly to the work of God.

      There are many aspects of Murray's life and teachings that I find commendable. Nonetheless, I don't always see eye-to-eye with him. While I could appreciate much of what he wrote, there were moments when some of his assertions didn't sit well with me. At times, it appeared as though his views were a fusion of competing theological traditions and constructs, which presented a challenge for me to fully understand his outlook.

      I would have thought this prolific author would have penned an autobiography, but I was disappointed to discover that he left no personal writings behind.⁠4  A wise man once remarked, "A man who is deeply engaged in transforming the world seldom finds the time to chronicle his own exploits. They are too busy making waves.”

      Despite the gaps in our knowledge about this remarkable man, the historical accounts of his life speak volumes about his spiritual impact. It is evident that Murray was a formidable presence, transcending denominational boundaries.

      In his later years, he garnered as much esteem in Wesleyan-Holiness and Faith-Cure circles as he did in his own Dutch Reformed Church. Even many Pentecostals embraced his teachings in his later years.

      Quantifying one's influence is a challenging task, but this South African orator and writer unquestionably earned the respect of prominent Christian figures. Murray stood shoulder to shoulder with luminaries such as D. L. Moody, A. J. Gordon, R. A. Torrey, and A. B. Simpson, emerging as one of the most preeminent Protestants in the late Nineteenth Century.

      Murray's life and teachings endure as a lasting testament to his profound influence, making him a figure worth studying and celebrating.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            2

          

          
            BEGINNINGS
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        Murray with his siblings and mother

      

      
        
        “And to every waiting heart that will make the sacrifice, and give up everything, and give time to cry and pray to God, the answer will come. The blessing is not far off. Our God delights in helping us.”—Andrew Murray

      

      

      When Andrew Murray was born on May 9, 1828, in Graaff Reinet, South Africa, he was privileged to have a multi-generational spiritual legacy going back to Presbyterians in Aberdeenshire, Scotland. The Murray family had, for centuries, been fervent in prayer and scriptural study.
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        Andrew Murray Sr. (1794–1866)

      

      The boy’s father, Andrew Murray Sr. (1794–1866), aligned with the Dutch Reformed Church. He married Maria Susanna Stegmann, a woman of French Huguenot and German Lutheran descent. Together they left the glens of Scotland to establish a missionary work in the tip of Africa in 1822.

      A longing for a deeper work of God was instilled from the time that was a boy. From the time he was toddler, Murray listened as his father read fiery revival accounts aloud from old tear-stained books. Like clockwork, every Friday evening the elder Murray prayed for awakening in his homeland⁠1 and in South Africa.

      One of Murray’s siblings later wrote that the children would “never forget, standing outside his study door and listening to the loud crying to God and pleading for an outpouring of His Holy Spirit.”⁠2 These heartfelt spiritual influences were formative.

      The Murray household “was a vibrant and active place filled with the lively sounds of joy, prayer, and worship.”⁠3 Faith was a crucial component of every meal and family excursion. Their devotion was widely recognized and several godly men passed through their home over the years—including two of Scotland’s most celebrated missionaries, Robert Moffat (1795-1883) and David Livingstone (1813-1873).⁠4
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        Andrew Murray as a young student.

      

      One can only imagine the captivating conversations that unfolded around the family dinner table. Distinguished guests from overseas likely shared stories of their powerful exploits and offered some inspiring biblical insights. The aura of greatness possesses a transformative power, often kindling greatness within others.

      Though we lack records of many of these exchanges, it is reasonable to surmise that young Andrew was profoundly influenced by his encounters with these giants of faith. Like seeds quietly sown, these interactions may have seemed insignificant at the time,  yet they bore fruit in due course, reshaping environments and lives alike.

      Andrew Murray was fortunate to be nurtured in such a devout household, where narratives of Church history, scripture passages, and glories of missionary exploits were commonplace. The truths of the Kingdom were instilled in him from an early age, laying the foundation for a life deeply rooted in the gospel.

      SCHOOLING IN SCOTLAND
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        Marischal College

      

      Education was prized in the Murray household. All of the children were required to read and carve out time for academics. It came as no surprise when, in 1838, ten-year-old Andrew and his brother John were sent to Scotland to further their education. The years spent in Europe would profoundly shape their lives.

      Andrew, a diligent student, eagerly embraced his studies at Marischal College in Aberdeen. Things weren’t always easy for the boy, but the hand of the Lord was obviously at work in his life.

      In 1840, at the tender age of twelve, Murray had a remarkable opportunity to work alongside William Chalmers Burns (1815-1865), the renowned Scottish intercessor who played a pivotal role in the Kilsyth Revival of 1839. This encounter colored the outlook of the boy’s life, shaping his spiritual journey.
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        William Chalmers Burns (1815-1865)

      

      During a sermon delivered by Burns on July 23rd of that year, he offered insightful remarks regarding the extraordinary outpouring of grace in the revival:

      
        
        During the whole of the time that I was speaking the people listened with the most solemn and riveted attention, and with many silent tears and inward groanings of the spirit; but at the last their feelings became too strong for all ordinary restraints, and broke forth simultaneously in weeping and wailing, tears and groans, intermingled with shouts of joy and praise from some of the people of God. The appearance of a great part of the people from the pulpit gave me an awfully vivid picture of the state of the ungodly in the day of Christ's coming to judgment. Some were screaming out in agony; others, and among these strong men, fell to the ground as if they had been dead; and such was the general commotion, that after repeating for some time the most free and urgent invitations of the Lord to sinners, I was obliged to give out a psalm, which was soon joined in by a considerable number, our voices being mingled with the mourning groans of many prisoners sighing for deliverance.⁠5

      

      

      Twelve-year-old Murray was delighted to be entrusted with the responsibility of carrying Burns' coat and Bible to preaching engagements in Aberdeen. Every evening, the young boy eagerly absorbed the fiery biblical teachings and pondered their profound significance. Even in later years, Murray “could still vividly recall the power of Burns' godly influence upon his life.”⁠6

      Unbeknownst to Murray, the hand of God was quietly at work in the backdrop of his life, guiding and positioning him for grander purposes. The marvelous seeds of grace were quietly taking root, even though their growth was difficult to see.

      HET RÉVEIL IN HOLLAND
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        Young Andrew Murray

      

      Graduating with masters degrees from Marischal College in 1844, the Murray brothers moved to Utrecht, Holland. Their family thought it would be advantageous for them to relocate to northern Europe to take Divinity courses at an esteemed university.

      In this era, enlightenment skepticism and hollow rationalism was gaining traction in Europe. This was the sort of fashionable rhetoric that could ensnare guileless young men. Fortunately, a revival movement, known as Het Réveil⁠7 sparked in Switzerland and spread into the Netherlands. This glorious stirring of the Holy Spirit surprisingly began in literary circles, affecting the wealthy and upper middle class and it spread out from there. The Het Réveil helped keep religious fervor alive in this era.

      At Utrecht, some of the Murray brother’s classmates touched by the revival, organized a society known as Sechor Dabar—a french term for “remember the Word.” Their goal was to "promote the study of the subjects required for the ministerial calling in the spirit of the Revival.”⁠8 It was from these prayerful students that the Murray brothers received such a gracious welcome at the university.

      The Sechor Dabar meetings were held weekly in the rooms of students. The young men studied scripture, discussed theology, gave presentations, and fellowshipped around coffee and tea. The intercessors avoided alcohol and chocolate, a decision that incited ridicule from their classmates. Outsiders mocked them calling them the “Chocolate Club.”
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