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My name is Tookie, but the name on my birth certificate is Latoya Latisha Lynette Blackburn. The ‘L’ names were my mother’s way of protesting. She couldn’t specify or identify my biological father as the culprit because she’d signed away that right for $5,000.00.

That shocking option is still possible in some states and doesn’t require parental permission. In essence, it meant she’d never even whisper the feasibility that he was the father. It meant that she’d never come to his family for child support either. She’d signed away her rights and mine too.

His last name is Langley. His role in my origins was a secret and would always remain that way. His parents had made sure of it with their checkbook.

Royce Langley was sixteen. His parents had big plans for his future and those plans did not include a black wife or a mixed race baby. Royce would never acknowledge me as his progeny. He’d never admit that he’d slept with Janetta Blackburn when she was practically a child. He’d never come clean about any of it because he’s “WW.” White and wealthy and we aren’t either of those things.

We’re not considered poor or at the poverty line, but we certainly don’t have the financial advantages and resources of the Langley family. Not many people do in this area of the state. It takes two working parents to support most households. Even then, the majority of families can’t quite reach the threshold of middle class.
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