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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE! 

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

http://www.wanitamay.yolasite.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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She will fight for what is hers.

When their sanctuary suddenly becomes a prison, Katerina and the gang must work together to save not only themselves, but everyone else in the remote, alpine retreat.

Secrets are revealed and new identities are discovered as the princess delves into her past, uncovering things she never thought possible. Awakening a hidden power buried within.

The stakes have never been so high, and everyone’s a target. Can the princess unlock the ancient magic in time? Can they find a way off the mountain before disaster strikes? Most importantly, in a world where everyone’s out to get them...

...Who can they trust?

Be careful who you trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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When you’ve spent so much time racing forward, it’s difficult when you finally come to a stop. 

Katerina felt as though she was standing on the side of a road, watching a carriage fly by. A part of her was still lurching forward with belated momentum, though her body had long since gone still. Her crimson hair whipped out in front of her, as if caught in a sudden backdraft of wind, but she wasn’t moving. None of them were. Their endless journey had finally come to a close.

“Come on!”

A loud banging startled her back to the present. Followed by the soft panting of breath. A searing pain shot through her skull as she opened her eyes, gazing weakly at the world around her.

It was a world of dazzling and deadly extremes. Cliffs that dropped thousands of feet into a swirling sea of mist, and alpine peaks that stretched up to touch the very sky. The stars that had guided them through the long and terrifying night had given way to the lighter hints of dawn. But while the sun had finally risen above the mountains, it was trapped behind an impenetrable layer of clouds—painting the entire picture a surreal shade of white. A color that was pinpricked by a hazy swarm of red and black. The uniform of the royal army, standing just on the other side of the cliff.

Waiting.

Katerina’s knees curled into her chest and she leaned as far as she could into the rock behind her. Her head was spinning, overwhelmed by the elevation alone, and as she sucked in a breath of the thin mountain air, gazing out across the abyss, she was reminded of a simple yet terrifying truth.

The journey might be over. But the nightmare had just begun.

“Come on!”

The same voice that had awakened her echoed suddenly louder, and she tilted back her chin to see Cassiel pounding fiercely upon the door that barred the four of them from the sanctuary. His whitened knuckles were smeared with blood, and already there was a small dent in the iron from where his fist was making contact. The noise was deafening. But still, nothing happened.

“Cass?”

He looked down in surprise, and she suddenly realized that the two of them were the only ones still conscious. Tanya was passed out against the door, her hands clutched weakly around the arrow sticking out of her side, and Dylan was lying in a pool of blood beside her. His impossible burst of strength—ripping the blade from his leg and using it to save their lives—had lasted only as long as it needed to, leaving him completely bereft in its wake. His skin was pale white, his chest was barely moving, and despite the belt strapped around his leg that pool of blood was getting bigger.

“Cass, they’re bleeding out!”

Why didn’t he see it? Why wasn’t he doing something?

She pushed shakily onto her palms, but before she could ask either question there was a sudden clattering upon the stone. The mist swirled and her eyes widened as a rogue arrow skidded to a stop at her feet. Just a foot away from where she’d been sitting.

For a second, she simply stared. Turning it over with the point of her shoe. Then she lifted her gaze in terror to the army on the other side of the cliff.

It was only then she understood the frantic pounding. The desperation to get inside. What did it matter if they were bleeding out if they were all about to be killed anyway?

“Oh...right.”

The beautiful fae didn’t say a thing. He simply looked at her, looked back at the army, then lifted his hands once more to the door. Striking it hard enough to shatter away bits of stone. A second later, she was standing beside him. Pounding against it with all her might.

Ducks in a barrel.

The words came back to her again and again. Like a dark mantra she was unable to shake.

Several years ago, she and a few of her favorite ladies rode out into the forest to meet up with the royal hunt. While women were not allowed to participate directly in such activities, they were permitted to observe and cheer for their favorite knights. When the men got tired of the bloodshed and slaughter, they would retire upon picnic blankets and regale the ladies with stories of their cunning and bravery over pastries and wine. (This had all seemed rather impressive at the time. In light of present circumstances, Katerina couldn’t imagine anything more absurd.) At any rate, when they’d finally caught up with the hunt, they were surprised to see not a single animal had been slain.

“What happened?” Katerina remembered asking. “You couldn’t find anything?”

Her horse shied back a step to make way for Kailas’ powerful steed.

“Oh, we found them all right.” His eyes lit up with a dark sort of excitement as he peered down into the trees. “Ducks in a barrel.”

The princess followed his gaze with a frown, only to pull back in sudden shock.

An entire herd of snow-white deer was trapped in the ravine down below. While they had clearly fled in terror, the second they were through the bottleneck a large boulder had been rolled forward to seal off any escape. They were still standing there now. Clustered close together. Pawing at the ground in heartbreaking panic. Their lovely eyes wide with fear.

It wasn’t until the archers stepped forward that Katerina realized what was about to happen.

“Wait! You can’t!” When her brother turned to her coldly, she tried to appeal to his sense of honor. “Where’s the sport in that?” she reasoned. “They’re completely defenseless. You’ve won.”

Her mistake had been in thinking that there was a sense of honor to appeal to. Kailas didn’t have one. He hadn’t for a very long time.

“Yes, I have.” His lips curled into a wicked smile, and his eyes glowed with anticipation as he slowly lifted his hand. “And now I reap the spoils.”

It was a massacre. The sounds of which still haunted her to this day. Katerina didn’t go hunting with them after that. And she never rode through that part of the forest again.

That’s what we are now. Ducks in a barrel. Trapped on a cliff with nowhere to run and no place to hide.

The bulk of the royal army had endured the same midnight sprint as she and her friends, but it was only a matter of time before the most skilled archers were brought to the front. They were lucky it hadn’t happened already. At most, they only had a few more minutes—

A sharp cry echoed suddenly off the rocks.

...or less?

Katerina whipped around to see Cassiel’s hand freeze upon the door. At first, it looked as though he’d simply stopped knocking. Then she saw the arrow stabbed straight through his center.

“CASS!”

She raced forward with a shriek as he bowed his head in pain. Tangled strands of blood-soaked hair brushed against his arm as he took a moment to get his ragged breathing under control.

On the other side of the cliff, the archers reloaded with a uniform shout.

“Cassiel, what can I—”

He held up a finger for silence, bracing his body against the wall. A ribbon of blood trickled down his arm, and his eyes were bright with pain. Then, with a strength and resilience the princess would never understand, he took a deep breath, gritted his teeth, and ripped the shaft right out of his flesh.

Holy bloody smokes!

The princess froze in place, mouth agape, staring with unblinking eyes at the bloody handprint stained upon the door. She was still standing there when he reached up and continued knocking with his other fist. It was a fluid transition that barely missed a beat. He only paused long enough to drop the arrow, then grab her cloak and yank her out of the line of fire.

“Keep your head down,” he commanded, using his own body as a shield as another volley smashed into the stone just above them, “and keep knocking.”

She stared up at him in a daze, like someone trapped in a bad dream. Her body was pinned snugly between him and the door—so close it was hard to breathe. So close she could see every drop of blood clinging to his eyelashes. So close there was only enough room to follow his request.

But while the request might save her, it left him wide open to attack.

“Cass, I can’t—” she objected.

She tried to shift away, but he grabbed a fist of her hair and dragged her back again, shoving her roughly against the wall. Their faces were just inches apart as he towered over her. As dazzling as he was terrifying. Making her feel as protected as she was afraid.

“Do as I say.”

Their eyes met for a fleeting moment, then she turned around.

Her mind was reeling in horror. Her face was wet with the blood dripping down from his hand. She felt his rapid heartbeat pressed between her shoulders. Felt every ragged, shallow breath whisper across her neck. His muscles tensed with each pounding impact, and at any moment she expected another arrow to sink into his skin. For the warmth of his body to disappear as he fell to his knees. For her last protector in the world to crumble to the ground.

But he didn’t. And as long as that was true, they still had a chance.

She pulled in a huge gulp of air and did as she was instructed, pinned between his body and the door. Knocking against the iron with all her might. Teeth rattling with the vibrations as he did the same. Flailing both fists with blinding speed as their cries for help echoed high into the clouds.

There was a quiet moan beside her. So soft she could barely hear. Without breaking her rhythm, she saw Dylan stirring weakly upon the ground. His enchanting face tight with unbearable pain. A faint trembling creeping up his bloodied limbs, even in his sleep.

He doesn’t have much time left. None of us does.

Impossible as it was, she began striking the door even harder. Pounding against it with every bit of strength she had left. Summoning up every last reserve. Hitting it so hard that...

...that a spark flew off the metal?

With a quiet gasp she jerked back, staring down at her hands in alarm. Above her, Cassiel continued the desperate assault, oblivious to what had just happened.

Did I just see that right? Her eyes grew wide as saucers as she turned her palms up and down incredulously, searching for any lingering clue. Could that have possibly been real?

“Cass...” she began in a trembling voice, “there’s something—”

But before she could finish that sentence, there was a metallic groan from somewhere deep inside the mountain. Both she and Cassiel leapt back, dragging their fallen friends with them, as the door they’d been battling so furiously creaked open, revealing a tiny man in a simple brown robe.

It was strangely anti-climactic.

For a moment, both parties simply stared at each other. One side, breathless and exhausted; the other, frozen in shock. Even the arrows came to a stop as everyone gathered held their breath.

Please...please don’t turn us away...

The monk’s eyes travelled slowly over the bloody teens, then to the army on the other alpine peak, then down into the shadowy abyss that lay between. They lingered there for a moment before coming to rest on the empty wooden posts that once held the bridge that led in and out of the sanctuary. Posts that were still sporting frayed ribbons of rope, blowing gently in the breeze.
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