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"DON'T LIKE IT," GRUMBLED the child.

"But you look lovely, Sophie."

"Don't care. Don't like it."

Big blue eyes, almost navy with misery, stared back from the angelic little face while her bottom lip pulled downwards and trembled slightly.

Paula had never wanted any kids herself, which was one of the reasons she’d never married. It wasn’t fair. Just because she wasn’t very maternal didn’t mean she didn’t want a loving husband either. Of course, what she really needed was a man with a ready-made family...after all, she did get on well with children.

"What don't you like, Sweetheart?"

"The dress," said Sophie, plucking at the folds of her best party frock. "The hair," she moaned, tugging at the white-blonde ringlets her aunt had spent hours wrapping rags around the night before. "Don't like it."

"But you look perfect. You're going to a party and that's what you're dressed for." 

Sophie was going to a friend's birthday party and Paula was making some pancakes for her to take with her. A strange request, thought Paula, for a child's birthday party. But those were the instructions her sister had left.
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