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DEDICATION

 

For you, the seeker of light
Who still looks up and wonders
Who finds stories in the stars
And miracles

In the quiet corners of the day

 

For you, who refuses to stop feeling
Who has carried tears like rivers
And found in their salt
The shimmer of truth
The quiet of healing
The proof of being alive

 

For every heart astonished
By beauty in broken places
By the miracle of connection
By the magic that lingers 

In every breath
These words are yours

 

And to a radiant young boy

May they be a mirror
A lantern
A gentle hand on your shoulder
May they remind you, always
That the world is more than it seems
That wonder waits everywhere
And that you
Are part of its astonishment.
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AMAZING AT THE GATE

 

We struggle

We strive

We thrive

We stay alive

We survive

We make it 

To the next day 

To say we did okay

Hey, that wasn't so bad

Let's go another day

Let's continue along the way

The nights are dark 

And the days are hot

Nothing was ever comfortable

I kid you not 

But giving up 

Is the worst thing 

We could do right now

We've come so far

And we should be proud

We made it out 

From where we were

Nothing is perfect

No dream deferred

We’re on the move

And we're moving loud

But moving in silence

That just means the crowd

They hear

They see

They witness

They comment

And they critique

We keep it moving

Whoever thought this could be

We should be amazed 

Look how far we came

Look how far we've come

We all should be amazed 

For what we've done

We didn't cave

Amazing at the gate

And we didn't succumb

Beautiful are we 

Like stars in the sky

And there we shine

Not a soul on earth 

Could say that we didn't try

Not a soul anywhere

Could say that we didn't fly.


AT END OF PLAY

 

She flows across my mind 

Drowning my heated thoughts 

Like cool water 

On a hot sunshine day 

Washing over my body 

And my soul 

She is the purple rain 

The purple haze 

The indigo 

And in I go 

High and bright 

Like the great sky light 

Shining at its height 

Glistening across her pool

A shimmering fine delight 

Water cool blue 

Hot brown skin 

I’m just a fool 

Caught up in her whirlwind 

She comes 

She goes 

To where only heaven knows 

All I ever know

Is I’m the one she chose 

To bring sun to shadows

On nights like those 

Which brings some to me 

On days like these

I take what I need 

Their warmth

Their heat

And then set them free 

Because nothing stays

Most of all

Not she

Not her 

Not them 

Not me 

We 

Each fade away 

At end of play

At the end of the day 

She said 

Her syrup kisses were forever 

I begged her to differ 

As that would be a pleasure 

But they will only exist 

For as long as we remember 

The reasons we endeavour

And like palm trees in a hurricane 

We held on

And held on

And became strong again  

Through strong winds

Through heavy rains 

Until calmer days maintained

And seasons changed

To bright skies blue 

And a clear water view

With sunlight shining through 

Palm trees and greenery

Now looking like new 

That’s the way it seems to me 

Now looking at you 

Within a different pursuit 

A new lens to see through

New and improved 

And focused 

From deep within 

Sweet melanin coated skin 

Finally seeing everything

She didn’t notice a thing 

Like a passer-by 

Inside a dream 

We were a split team 

Caught in a slipstream 

We fought in a big ravine

We thought we’d stay afloat in

Only to be swallowed in the ocean 

When the cruel tide rolled in 

Although we tried

We couldn’t swim

We all die 

So many times like this 

Without realising 

Feelings slip in and slip out 

Like catching a fistful of water 

Caresses turn to clenched fists 

Smiles turn to gritted teeth

War starts when the truth ends

Men yearn for a distant peace 

Far away from the activism 

It’s here

And I’m at ease

Washes over me like a baptism 

Setting a captive free. 

BEYOND LUST 

 

For once, I don't want to 

Strip you naked

For once, your curves 

Are not the main focus

For once, I'm focused more 

On your energy 

Than your nakedness

And your mind 

More than your orgasms

For once, I just want 

To be still 

And hold you

For once, I just want 

To look at you 

Through eyes 

That are not lustful

Into eyes 

That are beautiful 

Beyond sex

I just want 

To stay in this moment 

That we've created

Still fully clothed

And just held 

And where 

There's no need 

For anything 

Other than stillness

There's no anxiousness

No rush of lust

No raging hormones

Just the stillness 

Of the moment

In an embrace

In a conversation

Where the idea 

Of physical lovemaking 

Is far away from our minds 

And because 

They've already 

Been whisked away 

In a sublime distraction 

Of mental interaction 

On a whole other level

Way above that

And it's magical 

That for once with you

I'm stimulated by 

A side of you

That is not wanton 

And wet 

And sticky 

And moaning

But a side of you 

That for once

Is open

In a far more 

Simulating way.


BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO

 

I don't really worry about it too much 

When there’s something I want to watch

I just rent it online there and then

It’s like the old days 

Of the Blockbuster Video store

When you just used to go 

And choose a movie 

Rent the VHS tape

Take it home 

Watch it, and take it back

Wow, imagine that

You would have never, ever imagined 

There was something in the future 

Where you'd be able 

To go onto a computer

Look at a screen 

And download 

Or pay for online 

A movie

Where you wouldn't even 

Have to physically touch 

A VHS tape 

Or go outside to a store 

Just from your own home

It's all done online

No handling cash

No returning or collecting a tape 

From the video shop

Who would ever

Have thought then 

That it would be as it is now

No more Blockbuster Video.


BRAZEN MERMAIDS

 

I came across you again

Some other day 

Out fishing again 

At the hypergamy market 

Where we all starfish 

For chips, cheese, and a wet chain

You captured my attention 

And articulated my mind frame

Into tangled seaweed

So many of my personal thoughts 

Thrown out to see

If I've grown over the years

Or if they've grown over me

Those strangling weeds

Either way, none groan over me

While swimming the wild waters

Wherein one should be cautious 

I’m guessing you're passing through 

Just like all the brazen mermaids do

Hoping to catch one on the way down

Another nice strong young wet one 

Falling for yet another slippery tongue 

With less experience of the sea

To slip deep into your wide net

When you should really let it be

But you’ll keep him hooked there

Until you're either bored or satisfied 

And ready to set him free.


BUYING SIGNS

 

Although 

I don't buy into star signs 

And all of that fully

When you get the newspaper 

And it says

This is your horoscope today 

I don't fully buy into all of that

But on the zodiac side 

And like certain traits

Matching a person

I can even say for myself

Certain Virgo traits 

That I read about 

The main thread

The ones I see all the time

Right across the board

About Virgos

I can definitely say 

That I can relate to them

And I can see myself 

In those descriptions of a Virgo 

Very much so

And although I don't buy into it all fully

I do see that

And also, I think 

In terms of the earth 

And how there's 

Different seasons for things

And how the planet works

And how the moon affects the ocean

And we're made up 

Of seventy percent water

And the earth is as well

I feel we're definitely affected 

By what's going on, on the planet

So that's the side where I buy into it

Where there is truth in it, to me

Because of the way 

We're affected by the earth

And our behaviour is affected

And how the full moon 

Affects our moods and behaviours

So there are elements that I do accept

There are things outside of us 

That are happening 

That when they talk about the zodiac 

And the moon 

And the stars 

And everything

Us being affected by that 

Undeniably

I do buy into a lot of that 

Because of the facts of it.
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