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​Introduction


Ministry and service are gifts from God. The
ministries are multifaceted and sometimes complex. The Ministry
Guides Series is designed to offer information that will
strengthen, enlighten, and encourage those involved in Christian
ministry.

In this publication

In this book, we will bring clarity to the
roles of pastors, the functionality of pastoral ministry, and the
expressions of the pastoral gift. This study is comprised of 3
distinct works on the pastoral office and gift:

1) The Yoking of the Pastor: The Preparation
of the Pastor for Ministry and Service

2) I Will Give You Pastors: Examining the
Pastoral Office in the New Testament Church

3) Keys to Pastoral Ministry and Recovery:
Help for Wounded Healer

4) The Perfecting of the Pastoral Person: The
Preparation of the Pastoral Person for Ministry and Service

It is our prayer that a greater understanding
and appreciation for the prophetic gift and ministry will be
achieved.



​Book 1
– The Yoking of the Pastor: The Yoking of the Pastor: The
Preparation of the Pastor for Ministry and Service




​Introduction


Ministry and service in the kingdom of God is
a privilege. God calls every member of the Body of Christ to serve
for the benefit and welfare of the Body of Christ. However, we must
remember that there are personal preparations that God requires for
service.

The Potter’s Wheel Study Series is designed
to help believers recognize and apply the personal preparation that
God implements for those called to minister and to serve. It is our
prayer that the minister and the laymen will respond to God’s
personal preparations for ministry and service.

In this Publication

The pastor’s ministry comes with authority,
power, and oversight of God’s people. These are only parts of the
pastor’s ministry. His ministry serves as a reflection of Christ’s
love of the Church.

Therefore, the pastor’s character has to be
solid. Therefore, God will take pastors through tests, trials, and
temptations in order to prepare them for ministry.

The training of a pastor is oftentimes
humbling. God will allow disruption in every area of his life,
personally and professionally. It will prepare him for service.
Those called to the pastoral office should understand that
preparation for this ministry will produce spiritual maturity and
strength for leading God’s people.



​Chapter 1 - Yoking of the Pastor:


Jeremiah’s yoke

Jeremiah prophesied to Judah during a time of
great rebellion and sin against God. To express His judgment upon
Judah, God instructed Jeremiah to wear a wooden yoke to signify
Judah and the others nations’ impending bondage in Babylon.

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim
the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word unto Jeremiah from
the LORD, saying, Thus saith the LORD to me; Make thee bonds and
yokes, and put them upon thy neck. Jer 27:1-2 (KJV)

Jeremiah’s yoke represented submission to the
Babylonian kingdom. When something is yoked, it is harnessed and
under another’s control. In addition, it signifies joining. This is
what the Lord does to the pastor.

Submission

A pastor has to be in subjection to God while
being joined to the Church. Therefore, God will allow the pastor to
experience humbling situations so that he will submit to God and
exercise compassion upon those whom he leads.

Without submission unto God and a love for
the people, the pastor will fall into pride and arrogance. Thus,
God humbles him in order to preserve him.

I am become a fool in glorying; ye have
compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in
nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be
nothing. (2 Corinthians 12:11)

Paul spoke of his ministry, but declared he
was nothing. Because of God’s discipline and training, Paul walked
in humility even after years of powerful ministry.

Hardships

Pastors will endure many hardships before and
during ministry. God allows a continual yoking process in their
lives to keep them humble and broken before him. Pastors go from
one hardship to the next to keep them in subjection to God and
understanding to the needs of the congregants. The suffering of the
pastor mirrors that of the apostle.

For I think that God hath set forth us the
apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a
spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. (I Corinthians
4:9)

Because of the Lord’s process, Paul stated
that he felt as if apostles were appointed unto death. This means
that the apostle will meet consistent opposition and tests. Those
called to the ministry, including the pastoral office will have
testimonies of great rejection, times of poverty, and sickness.

They will be the subject of gossip, debate,
and slander. This ensures that the pastor will be able to speak
directly and accurately into the lives of the people.

Pastors usually experience debasing
situations to produce selflessness and humility. These things will
happen even after they enter into the pastorate. There is a
consistent call to selflessness laid on the pastor. His pride will
consistently be broken so that Christ and the Church may shine.

We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are
wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable,
but we are despised. (I Corinthians 4:10)

The pastor’s selflessness results in a
fruitful ministry and healthy Church.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it
die, it bringeth forth much fruit. (John 12:24)



​Chapter 2 - Love of the Pastor:


Husbands and Wives

A major part of the pastor’s making is in the
area of love. It is almost the same as the apostles’ making. God
places a deep love in the pastor for Christ and the Church. If the
pastor’s love does not emulate Christ’s, he will harm the flock of
God. He will injure God’s people.

Since pastors stand as a visible
representation of Christ’s love, it is important to understand that
the Christ-Church relationship is marriage.

As Christ is married to the Church, so are
the pastors. Husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the
Church. The pastor, then, acts as a husband to the Church.

The scriptures give guidelines for how the
husband is to treat his wife (Ephesians 5:22-32; I Peter 3:7). The
same principles apply to the pastor.
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