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Disclaimer: The content used in this book is intended for educational and informational purposes only.
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FYI - Unless otherwise noted, most Biblical quotes come from either the King James Version (KJV) or the New International Version (NIV) of the Bible APP.
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Website: 

https://bible-books-for-his-glory.com/index.html  
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moredunntales@yahoo.com
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Debbie Dunn has been a professional storyteller since 1989. She has also taught at-risk teens, served as an anti-bullying specialist, and taught elementary and middle school. In her retirement years, she indulges her love of our Lord Jesus Christ, nature, traveling, and writing as she pursues learning and exploring more about the Holy Bible.

About the Book
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Jesus' Crucifixion and Resurrection, foretold by 12 Biblical Prophets & Kings, was written for youth groups, Jesus lovers, church leaders, Bible study groups, and families eager for a deeper understanding of our Lord Jesus Christ. The author filled this book with conceptual illustrations that help further illuminate the readers' experience. She also included chapter-by-chapter study guides for your convenience.

Ten Biblical prophets (Daniel, Ezekiel, Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah, Moses, Nathan, Samuel, and Zechariah) and two kings (King David and King Solomon) foretold, foreshadowed, and prophesied about the birth, life, and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, His resurrection three days later, followed by His ascension.

This book primarily focuses on the final week of Jesus' life, including His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension; details about the Holy Spirit; the vital importance of forgiving even if you can't forget; and the Disciples and other followers who helped spread His teachings worldwide. It ends with a call to action for all to become or continue being a S.O.L.D.I.E.R. for Christ as a Saved Christian Gentile or Messianic Jew who will spread the word that Jesus is at the root of all people's Salvation. As Jesus aptly said in John 14:6 (K.J.V.), "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me."

Fifty percent (50%) of all book sales will be donated to Covenant House to "join the fight to end youth homelessness."
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Introduction: Jews and Christians should walk hand in hand
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My learning style is to write about what I learn. To help me comprehend the concepts more fully, I create mind pictures utilizing images I construct using PowerPoint and Paint.
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On the day I wrote about the Roman soldiers piercing Jesus’ side instead of breaking His bones, I realized something startling and a little alarming. Read on to see what I discovered.

FYI: After outlining each event of the Crucifixion in consecutive order, I was set free to write each chapter based on my current questions requiring answers. Then, I would plug them into the appropriate spot. In other words, I did not write this book chronologically. 

Another FYI: I often skimmed the ‘begat’ verses when reading the Bible. I also allowed my eyes to gloss over some Jewish terminology that was beyond my understanding. For example, I had a rudimentary understanding of the Passover Seder but had no background knowledge about Jewish holidays such as the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

In writing this book about the Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Lord, I analyzed every word and sentence of the Gospels. Suddenly, I found myself feeling defrauded. It was like learning to read and realizing your teacher forgot to teach you some necessary alphabet letters. How could I fully comprehend the richness and depth of the Holy Bible if no one exposed me to the concepts our Jewish brothers and sisters grew up knowing? Like a little kid deprived of a treat, I wanted to complain, “No fair!”
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Jews and Gentiles should be like blood brothers (and sisters) instead of being at odds. When you think about it, we actually have blood relations. Jesus was a Jew with Jewish blood. He also had Divine Blood running through His veins. 
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When Gentiles became Christians, we did this by taking some necessary steps. First, we accepted Jesus Christ of Nazareth as our Lord and Savior. We also sincerely believed that He, the Messiah, shed His Holy Blood to save all of us who sinned (which is every human on the planet: Past, present, and future). As a result, we were and are grafted onto the 'Jesus-vine.’ The leaves on this vine are made up of Messianic Jews and Saved Gentiles.

Similar to the ocean, filled with trillions of drops of water, there is no way of defining whether one water drop originated in this country or that country. Those water drops combined to make one body of water. In the same way, Jesus is our Head. Messianic Jews and Saved Christians comprise the Body of Christ. We are all part of one body. The goal is that all Jews will accept Jesus as the Messiah, and the rest of the Gentiles worldwide will become Saved Christians. As a result, no one will have to spend their Eternity in the Lake of Fire. That is part of why I am working night and day (I am a night owl - LOL!), writing this book, all for the glory of God. I hope it will inspire m.

any people to come to Christ. I also hope it will grow the understanding of all who read it.

It is my understanding that Messianic Jews accept Jesus as the Messiah. The 1st-century Jewish elders erroneously taught that the New Testament was anti-Semantic. We Gentiles know that is not true. We all celebrate Jesus as a Divine Jew who sacrificed Himself to SAVE the world. 

So, instead of being separate, we Christians and Jews, in Israel and all around the world, should walk through life hand in hand. After all, the New Jerusalem (Source: Revelation 21) that will evolve after the Tribulation will be where all of us who accept Jesus as Lord and our Divine King will spend Eternity.
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Chapter 1: Jesus’ words on the Cross fulfilled Prophecy
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Throughout the Old Testament, both Prophets and Prophetesses received divinely inspired Prophecies of various types. Many of them foretold the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This book will focus on the twelve men who foreshadowed the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ Jesus.
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10 Prophets: Daniel, Ezekiel, Hosea, Isaiah (also called Esaias), Jeremiah, Micah, Moses, Nathan, Samuel, and Zechariah.
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2 Kings: King David & one of his sons, King Solomon
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These Prophecies are replicated mainly in the four (4) Gospel books in the Holy Bible: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
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Caption: Holy Bible. 
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Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John.
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“The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are referred to as the SYNOPTIC GOSPELS because they include many of the same stories, often in a similar sequence and in similar or sometimes identical wording.”
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Did you know the Gospel of Matthew was written by Jesus’ disciple, Matthew, a former tax collector?
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“Matthew's gospel is clearly written for a Jewish Christian audience living within the immediate proximity of the homeland itself. Matthew's is the most Jewish of all the gospels.”—GOOGLE QUOTE



[image: A yellow and green socks

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

[image: A close up of a name

Description automatically generated]


Did you know Peter’s student, John Mark, filled the Gospel of Mark with all Peter’s memories of Jesus?
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“Mark’s gospel The Gospel of Mark was written in Greek, for a Gentile audience, and probably in Rome, although Galilee, Antioch (third-largest city in the Roman Empire, located in northern Syria), and southern Syria have also been suggested.”—GOOGLE QUOTE
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Did you know it was Paul’s companion, a physician named Luke, who wrote the Gospel of Luke? He also was the author of some of the chapters in the Book of Acts of the Apostles.
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“Luke's gospel is clearly written more for a Gentile audience. Luke is traditionally thought of as one of Paul's traveling companions and it's certainly the case that the author of Luke was from those Greek cities in which Paul had worked.”—GOOGLE QUOTE
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“John's gospel is different from the other three in the New Testament. That fact has been recognized since the early church itself. Already by the year 200, John's gospel was called the SPIRITUAL GOSPEL precisely because it told the story of Jesus in symbolic ways that differ sharply at times from the other three.”
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Did you know the Gospel of John was written by John, the Disciple who Jesus loved?
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“It will be argued that John did not only focus on a specific group of people, but had a wide variety of people (i.e., Jews, Hellenists, Samaritans) in mind, which leads to the conclusion that the Fourth Gospel was written with both evangelistic and didactic aims.” -GOOGLE QUOTE
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As stated before, many times, the Books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, would reference these Old Testament prophecies. 
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What is the remez method of teaching?

“The great teachers (rabbis) during Jesus' day used a technique that was later called remez.

In their teaching, they would use part of a Scripture passage in a discussion, assuming that their audience's knowledge of the Bible would allow them to deduce for themselves the fuller meaning of the teaching.” – GOOGLE QUOTE

––––––––
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Caption: King David foreshadows King of the Jews - Jesus
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For example, it was King David who first spoke some of the phrases Jesus repeated on the Cross. In that manner, Jesus further confirmed that He was the true Messiah. 

In addition, when Jesus spoke from the Cross, He knew full well that the words He stated would remind the Jewish people of words they grew up hearing from their Torah (i.e., part of the Old Testament). In that manner, he  in His role as Rabbi or Teacher, even from the Cross.

That is why some of the wording between the Old and New Testament was so similar. The inspired WORDS of the Holy Bible were written intentionally to foreshadow, highlight, point to, and focus on the birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, and Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible really is all about Him.

He is not only our Savior, our Messiah, He literally is our Spiritual King.

Books found in the Torah

––––––––
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FYI – Google Quote: “The Torah contains five books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.” 

The Jewish people also study the 8 books of the Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekial, The Twelve [Minor Prophets] plus the 11 books of the Writings: Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra / Nehemia, and Chronicles.

Multiple names representing Jesus in the Holy Bible
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Once you become aware of the multiple names utilized for Jesus throughout the Holy Bible, it becomes easier to recognize when He is being referenced. When I Googled for that information, I was amazed to learn there were well over 100 names. I consolidated some of them for easier reading.
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Multiple names for Jesus
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	Advocate

	Almighty

	Alpha and Omega

	Apostle and High Priest

	Apostle of our Profession

	Atoning Sacrifice for our Sins

	Author and Perfecter of our Faith

	Author of Life OR Author of Salvation

	Beginning and End

	Beloved Son OR Only Begotten Son OR Only Begotten Son of God

	Blessed and only Ruler

	Branch OR Righteous Branch

	Bread of God OR Bread of Life Or True Bread

	Bridegroom OR Our Husband

	Capstone OR Chief Cornerstone OR Precious Cornerstone

	Chief Shepherd

	Chosen One

	Christ OR Christ Jesus OR Our Lord Jesus Christ

	Creator

	Deliverer

	Elect One

	Emmanuel aka Immanuel  

	Eternal Life

	Faithful and True (from Book of Revelations)

	First and Last

	Firstborn From the Dead

	Firstborn over all creation

	Fountain of Living Waters

	Gate

	Good Shepherd OR Great Shepherd

	Great High Priest OR High Priest

	Head of the Church

	Heir of all things

	Holy and True

	Holy Name of Jesus

	Holy One OR Holy One of Israel

	Hope of Glory

	Horn of Salvation

	I Am

	Image of God

	Immanuel aka Emmanuel

	Jesus OR Jesus Christ OR Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior

	Jesus is Lord OR The Lord OR Savior

	Jesus of Nazareth OR Jesus of Nazarene

	Jesus son of Joseph

	Judge of the living and the dead

	King Eternal

	King of Israel OR King of the Jews

	King of Kings OR King of the Ages

	Lamb of God OR Lamb Without Blemish

	Light of the World OR True Light

	Lion of the Tribe of Judah

	Living One

	Living Stone OR Rock

	Logos (the Word) OR WORD

	Lord OR Lord of All OR Lord of Glory OR Lord of Lord

	Man from Heaven

	Master

	Mediator between God and humans

	Mediator of the New Covenant OR The One Mediator

	Messiah OR The Messiah

	Mighty God OR God OR My God

	Morning Star (from Book of Revelations)

	Most High

	Nazarene

	New Adam, Last Adam, OR Second Adam

	Offspring of David OR Root of David

	Our Great God and Savior

	Our Holiness

	Our Protection

	Our Redemption

	Our Righteousness

	Our Sacrificed Passover Lamb

	Power of God

	Promise Keeper

	Prophet, Priest, and King

	Rabbi (Teacher)

	Redeemer

	Resurrection and Life

	Righteous One

	Ruler of God's Creation

	Ruler of the Kings of the Earth

	Son of David

	Son of God

	Son of man

	Son of the Blessed

	Son of the Living God

	Son of the Most High God

	Son of the Virgin

	Source of Eternal

	Salvation for all who obey Him

	The Angel of the Lord (OR God)

	The Bright and Morning Star

	The Lion of the Tribe of Judah

	The Prince of Peace

	The Stone the builders rejected

	The Way, the Truth, and the Life

	The Word (i.e., Logos) OR Word of God

	True Vine

	Wonderful

	Yeshua (i.e., alternative name used by the Jews instead of Jesus)
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STUDY GUIDE FOR CHAPTER 1 & & INTRODUCTION
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1. Discuss your opinions about what was stated in the Introduction.
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2. God gave these 12 men dreams, visions, words to repeat, or experiences that prophesied, foreshadowed, or pointed to Jesus. Can you think of an example? If so, journal about it or share this anecdote with the group.
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10 Prophets: Daniel, Ezekiel, Hosea, Isaiah (also called Esaias), Jeremiah, Micah, Moses, Nathan, Samuel, and Zechariah.







2 Kings: King David & one of his sons, King Solomon
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3. Jesus said seven different phrases when he was hanging on the cross. 
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Did you know that Jesus didn’t say one word until he had been hanging on the cross for six (6) whole hours?
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That was just one more way Jesus fulfilled Prophecy.
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Make a list of them or orally share as many of them as you can recall.
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STATEMENTS SAID BY JESUS ON THE CROSS

1. ________________________________

2. ________________________________

3. ________________________________

4. ________________________________

5. ________________________________

6. ________________________________

7. ________________________________

––––––––
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	Matthew lists 1 in Matthew 27:45

	Mark lists 1 in Mark 15:34

	Luke lists 3 in Luke 23:34, 43, 46

	John lists 3 in John 19:26-27, 28, 30
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4. As stated previously, we learned that some of those phrases were first said by King David. Journal about or discuss why that might have helped convince some people that Jesus was the Messiah and not just some Prophet.







5. The previous pages of over 100 names for Jesus was your ‘cheat sheet’ or ‘decoder sheet’‘ to alert you when the Old Testament or New Testament Bible story is pointing to Jesus in some way. 







Read through the list. Journal about three to five (or more) of those names that gives you insights, intuitive feelings. or helps you feel more connected to our Lord Jesus. Afterward, share your top three favorite names with the group. Explain to the group why those names resonate with you.



​
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Chapter 2: Palm Sunday originated with these 30 AD Remez examples.
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Here is a classic example of the Remez (pronounced Ree-mizz) teaching tool. If I go somewhere unusual, I might turn to a traveling companion and joke, “We're not in Kansas anymore!”

Instantly, my companion would think of the 1939 movie The Wizard of Oz. Like many American families, they probably watched it annually on television. I first saw it in 1962, when I was four and a half years old. 

My friend and I would recall characters from the movie, such as Dorothy, the Wizard, the Wicked Witch of the West, the Munchkins, Glinda the Good Witch, the Cowardly Lion, the Tinman, the Scarecrow, and the little dog named Toto. 

Just like one picture can evoke descriptions of one thousand (1,000) words or more, making short statements can speak reams when the speaker and the listener recall shared memories. 
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This Remez teaching tool ties into the Neurotransmitters in our brain. In this case, the CUE or TRIGGER is the statement about no longer being in Kansas. 

Immediately, the neurotransmitters begin firing, like fireworks, between the Synapse Gap of the paired Neurons assigned to monitor all activity about The Wizard of Oz movie. 

An analogy would be that there is a railroad track between each Neuron pair. When you are TRIGGERED, speed trains begin traveling back and forth between the corresponding Neurons. 

The ROUTINE is that you will immediately recall various details in that movie. 

The REWARD is that you both intercommunicated a humorous shared memory. 

Isn’t God amazing?!!

––––––––
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FYI - For a complete explanation and better understanding of how our HABITS impact our Brain Neurons, please refer to Chapter 70: 'The Jigsaw Puzzle Metaphor.’  
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[image: ]


Similarly, that teaching tool was actively used by Rabbis during the time of Jesus as they quoted one short verse. Since their students would have most of the Torah (i.e., Old Testament) memorized, they could compete to see which of them could accurately recite the rest of the Torah passages related to that topic.
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So, let's travel back to Palm Sunday - a few days before our Lord got crucified. Since the Jews celebrated the Sabbath on Saturday, Sunday was considered the first day of the week. FYI - This story was described in all four Gospels. [Matthew 21, Mark 11, Luke 19, and John 12]

Several Remez instances happened on the Sunday before our Lord's Crucifixion. 

Either by actions done or words said, the Temple elders and Jews who had ever attended Torah school were TRIGGERED. 

The neurotransmitters in that Synapse Gap began shooting out chemical messages looking much like fireworks. Speed trains started running on those imaginary tracks between paired Neurons associated with that CUE. 

Their much-rehearsed ROUTINES activated. 


	Boom! They recalled Genesis 49. 

	Boom! They cringed when they saw the implications in Psalm 118. 

	Ouch! They also realized what Jesus strived to demonstrate by the words in Zechariah 9. Did it convict them enough to get them to improve their ways? Hopefully so! 

	They also recalled 1 Kings 1 and 2 Kings 9. 

	If they were fans of Jesus, they received a POSITIVE REWARD. 

	If they were foes of Jesus, they received a NEGATIVE REWARD.
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Caption: A Donkey and her Unridden Colt
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Jesus and the Disciples were heading toward Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives. When they got near Bethphage, Jesus selected two Disciples. 

He said, in Matthew 21:2-3, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”  

Jesus directed, in Luke 19:30 and Mark 11:2, that no one must have ever ridden this colt. 

​

––––––––

[image: ]


[image: image]


“The fact that the colt has not yet been ridden connects the idea of SACRIFICE. In that era, only “unused” animals were used for such sacrifices. Jesus will be riding on an animal which is symbolically 'untouched.'”
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To paraphrase a sermon about Palm Sunday, a Pastor suggested that riding a colt unused to riders would point to the fact that Jesus could easily control animals created by His Father.
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In Matthew 21:4-5, Matthew said, “This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet (i.e., Zechariah): “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”
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Two Remez examples: Zechariah 9 and Genesis 49 both reference that a king is coming. The Jews of that day would immediately understand the reference that pointed to Jesus being that promised king.
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Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (NIV)



​
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As Jacob was on his deathbed, he gave the following blessing to one of his twelve sons, Judah. Jesus was born to the line of Judah. Jesus was the ruler that this ancient Patriarch referenced.  

Genesis 49:10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until he to whom it belongs shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be his.

Genesis 49:11 He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine.
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To give you a more profound comprehension of Jesus' family line, here is the family tree of the Patriarch, Jacob. As you can see, the fourth son of Jacob was Judah. It was Judah's family line that produced King David and Jesus.
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Caption: Jacob’s 4 Wives

The family tree below belongs to Father Abraham. One of his generational grandsons was Moses, born less than 500 years later. Two other generational grandsons were King David and Christ Jesus. There was about 1000 years between Abraham and King David. Christ Jesus was born about 1000 years after King David. 
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Caption: Abrahams’ 1st Wife of 3
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When King David was old, he appointed Bathsheba's son, Solomon, to be the next king. To demonstrate his royal stature, he directed two (2) things to happen:

––––––––

[image: ]



	Prophet Nathan to anoint his head with oil.

	Solomon would ride on a mule in a royal procession.
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So, when Jesus rode into Jerusalem riding a mule, the Jewish people would likely recall that King Solomon did the same.

––––––––
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Caption: Prophecies from Jeremiah. King David. King Solomon.
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1 Kings 1:32 King David said, “Call in Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet and Benaiah son of Jehoiada.” When they came before the king, 33 he said to them: “Take your lord’s servants with you and have Solomon my son mount my own mule and take him down to Gihon.

1 Kings 1:34 There have Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. Blow the trumpet and shout, ‘Long live King Solomon!

1 Kings 1:35 Then you are to go up with him, and he is to come and sit on my throne and reign in my place. I have appointed him ruler over Israel and Judah.”  ... (Skipped verses 36-37)

1 Kings 1:38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon mount King David’s mule, and they escorted him to Gihon. 39 Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon. Then they sounded the trumpet and all the people shouted, “Long live King Solomon!” 40 And all the people went up after him, playing pipes and rejoicing greatly, so that the ground shook with the sound. (NIV)
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Caption: Nathan's line led to foster father JOSEPH, versus King Solomon's line 

led to the Virgin Mary.
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Caption: King David to King Solomon to ... King Jesus

When reading the first chapter of the Book of Matthew, please observe Matthew 1:1 to 16 described the lineage that began with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, his fourth-born son, Judas (aka Judah), ..., Booz (aka Boaz), Obed, Jesse, King David, Solomon, ...,  JOSEPH, Mary, Jesus Christ.
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Due to an original translation error by one or more scribes, Matthew 1:16 states:
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Matthew 1:16 And Jacob begat JOSEPH, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. (KJV)
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Instead, it should have stated ...
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Matthew 1:16 And Jacob begat JOSEPH, the father of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who was called Christ. (KJV)
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So, the Virgin Mary had a father named JOSEPH and also a husband with the widespread name of JOSEPH.

––––––––

[image: ]


How do we know this is true?

––––––––
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For more information, please read the fascinating article by the authors of Conforming to Jesus Ministry.com. It is called “Why are Jesus' Genealogies in Matthew and Luke different?” (See Bibliography)

––––––––
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On the other hand, Luke's genealogy, found in Luke 3:23 to 38, started with Jesus, who was believed to be the son of JOSEPH, who was the son of Heli. He  with this line through Nathan, who was the son of David, who was the son of Jesse, who was the son of Obed, who was the son of Booz (aka Boaz), ..., who was the son of Juda (aka Judas aka Judah), who was the son of Jacob, who was the son of Isaac, who was the son of Abraham, ..., who was the son of Noe (aka Noah), ..., who was the son of Seth, who was the son of Adam, which was the son of God.

––––––––
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Nathan’s family line led to foster father JOSEPH.

Nathan’s line followed the lineage of Jesus’ foster father, JOSEPH, to demonstrate that he was a fitting husband for the Virgin Mary. As a result, Jesus was raised in a God-fearing home.

––––––––
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Once the two Disciples returned with the donkey and her foal, they created a makeshift saddle by throwing their cloaks over the donkey's backs. Then, Jesus climbed onto the back of a sturdy colt, probably between two to four years old. The donkey mother likely proceeded them since her colt was young enough to allow her to lead the way.

People gave homage to Jesus as their king.

A large crowd included the group that gravitated to Bethany to gawk at the man Jesus raised from the dead, Lazarus. It amazed them and us that he could be alive after spending four days decaying in a tomb. Wow! God is miraculous!

This crowd imitated the Disciples and threw their cloaks onto the ground, along with palm fronds. In this way, they made homage to Jesus as their king.

––––––––
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Mathew said, in Matthew 21:9, ‘The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted:

Source: Matthew 21:6-9, Mark 11:7-10, Luke 19:35-38, and John 12:13-15.

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”’





––––––––
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It is vital to understand the definition of Hosanna to comprehend the implications of their cry. Please recall that this crowd proclaimed Him king at the first of the week. At the end of the week, they wanted to see the Romans murder Him. Why? Because He did not fit into their boxed-in view of a war-like Messiah as opposed to a Messiah preaching about Agape Love, peace, and worship.
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Caption: Hosanna info. Are you attempting to box-in Jesus?

What does Hosanna mean?

“The word hosanna (Latin osanna, Greek ὡσαννά, hōsanná) is from Hebrew הוֹשִׁיעָה־נָּא, הוֹשִׁיעָה נָּא hôšîʿâ-nā and related to Aramaic ܐܘܿܫܲܥܢܵܐ (ʾōshaʿnā) meaning 'save, rescue, savior'. In the Hebrew Bible it is used only in verses such as “help” or “save, I pray” (Psalm 118:25).”
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Caption: Prophet Jeremiah. Hosanna to the highest!
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2 Kings 9:13 They quickly took their cloaks and spread them under him on the bare steps. Then they blew the trumpet and shouted, “Jehu is king!” (NIV)



––––––––
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Two Remez examples: 2 Kings 9:13 (see above) and Psalm 118:25 to 27 (see below) both reference that a king is coming. Once again, the Jews of that day would immediately understand this reference that it pointed to Jesus being their king.
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Psalm 118:25 Lord, save us! Lord, grant us success!

Psalm 118:26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the Lord, we bless you.

Psalm 118:27 The Lord is God, and he has made his light shine on us. With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the horns of the altar.  (NIV)
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You may also recall that as Jesus was on His way into Jerusalem from Bethphage, He began to cry.
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Caption: Jesus rode a donkey the two miles from Bethphage to Jerusalem.
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Luke 19:41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 

Luke 19:43 The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 

Luke 19:44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” (NIV)





––––––––
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Romans destroyed the Jewish temple in 70 AD.

Tragically, forty years after the crucifixion of Jesus, the Romans came in 70 AD and destroyed the Jerusalem temple. Jesus prophesied about this the Sunday before He died. That is part of why Jesus wept.

––––––––
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Matthew 23:37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.” (NIV)

FYI – That Bible verse is repeated in the upcoming image.
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​STUDY GUIDE FOR CHAPTER 2
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1.  On the first Palm Sunday in 30 AD, we learn in Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-44, and John 12:12-19 that Jesus chose to ride into Jerusalem on a white donkey.

––––––––
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When Jesus reappears at His Second Coming, as foretold by Revelations 19:11, He will ride in on a white horse. 

––––––––
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See that Bible verse below:
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Revelation 19:11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. (NIV)



––––––––
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Journal about and/or discuss and compare why Jesus chose a white donkey for his triumphant ride into Jerusalem in 30 AD and a white horse when He will reappear at His Second Coming. What is the significance of each animal?

––––––––
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2. Describe what a Remez is and how it works.



––––––––
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3. Look over the Remez examples in this chapter. Which one or one did you find the most meaningful? Please explain why.
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4A. Before learning about Jesus, if someone TRIGGERED you by calling you a mean name or did something mean to you, what was your typical ROUTINE way of reacting to that person? As a result of the words or actions you chose to use with that person, did you receive a POSITIVE REWARD or a NEGATIVE REWARD? Describe what happened.

––––––––
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4B. After learning about and studying Jesus’s life, describe how and in what ways your HABIT LOOP has changed in a more positive way.

––––––––
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4C. Choose some volunteers and role-play both scenarios. Discuss.

​
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Chapter 3: Thirty pieces of Silver
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The Sanhedrin needed an inside man to betray Jesus.

––––––––
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Jesus chose the Disciple best at math, Judas Iscariot, as their Treasurer. Sadly, per John 12:6, “he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.”  

A group of elite priests and elders called the Sanhedrin wanted to arrest the popular Jesus from Galilee. They needed an inside man. But who?
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Luke (Luke 22:3) and John (John 13:2) said Satan or the Devil entered Judas' heart. On the day that came to be known as 'Spy Wednesday,' Judas secretly went to the Jerusalem Temple. He met with the powerful and wealthy Sadducees. Their Chief Priest convinced Judas to betray his master for the least amount he could offer: 30 pieces of silver. 

​

Thirty pieces of Silver was not worth much in those days.

––––––––
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FYI - Thirty pieces of silver were not worth much in those days. Let's say you owned an ox who gored somebody's servant to death. Read the Bible verse below to see how much money you must compensate their master.
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Exodus 21:32 If the ox shall push a manservant or a maidservant; he shall give unto their master thirty shekels of silver and the ox shall be stoned. (KJV)

Matthew 26:14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 15 And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 

Matthew 26:16 And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him. (KJV)
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Caption: Prophecies or Foreshadowing about Jesus from the Old Testament.
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Psalm 109, written by King David, became known as the Judas Psalm or Iscariot Psalm. Why?



––––––––
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“They repay me evil for good.”

––––––––
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In the verses, King David described himself as a man of prayer. His wicked former friend betrayed him with evil words of hatred and a lying tongue.

In Psalm 109:5, King David complained, “They repay me evil for good, and hatred for my friendship.” (KJV)

Why did Judas betray Jesus?

––––––––
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Why did Judas betray Jesus? After all, Jesus treated Judas with courtesy and love. He trusted him so much that He allowed Judas to be the one who would manage their money donations, make needed purchases, and distribute money to the Disciples as required. 

How could Judas sacrifice three years of friendship with the Messiah to turn around and betray Him? Could it have been greed? That is a possibility; however, thirty pieces of silver wasn't very much money in those days.

Blood of Jesus versus Thirty pieces of Silver

––––––––
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Even though the Sadducees were highly motivated to get rid of Jesus, they didn't think He was worth using a more significant amount of their funds.

As Christians, we firmly believe the Blood of Jesus is priceless. But Judas and the Sadducees seemed to think thirty pieces of silver was all our Lord and Savior was worth.

––––––––
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Was Judas trying to force Jesus to become the kind of Messiah who fights off the Romans?

––––––––
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Caption: The Blood of Jesus is Priceless!

Jesus didn’t fit their view of what a Messiah should be.

––––––––
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That is possible. The Sadducees, the Pharisees, and a large group of the Jews concluded that Jesus, that humble man of Nazareth, couldn't have been the Messiah as He didn't act or dress like a king. They expected Him to free them from the Romans who ruled over the Jews with an 'iron fist.' Instead, all Jesus wanted to do was teach everybody to Love God and Love all humankind.
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Perhaps Judas had pictured himself as the right-hand helper of a rich man like King David. Being Treasurer for a king sounds a lot more prestigious than a money manager for a homeless man who does nothing but wander from place to place, healing people. 

Why did Judas give into Satan’s temptations?

––––––––
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Or maybe Disciple John and the future writer of the Book of Mark were right that Judas allowed the devil to wiggle his way in, making him believe that it would be wise to betray Jesus. After all, Judas had already stolen money from his friends.

It would be inaccurate to say, “The Devil made me do it.” Satan cannot make anybody do anything. But he will do his utmost to persuade you. So, when Judas felt disappointed that Jesus didn't fit his idea of what a Messiah should be, Satan tempted Judas to do what was wrong and evil instead of right and good.

​
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STUDY GUIDE FOR CHAPTER 3
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1. Explain your theory about why Judas chose to betray Jesus.

––––––––
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2. Explain in what ways King David’s Psalm 109 aka Judas Psalm and Psalm 41:9 applied to Jesus. 

––––––––
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Psalm 41:9 Even my close friend, someone I trusted, one who shared my bread, has turned against me. (NIV)

COMPARED TO

Psalm 109:5 They repay me evil for good, and hatred for my friendship. (NIV)





––––––––
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Then journal about it or try these role-playing suggestions seen below.

––––––––
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Role-play: Act it out or Journal about it. The group can BRAINSTORM additional ideas and suggestions of W.W.J.D. (What Would Jesus Do).
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Two Actors: Jesus and King David.


[image: image]

	
Plot: The two men share what they each experienced when a person they trusted betrayed them. Jesus should ten teach King David how to forgive.


––––––––
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3. Disciple Peter asked Jesus how many times he must forgive someone who sinned against him. See what Jesus said as you read the Bible story called “The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant” in Matthew 18:21 to 35. Group Discussion or Journal about it. You might even want to act out the parable.



––––––––
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4. Think back to a time in your life when you felt betrayed by someone you trusted. Picture Jesus sitting down with you as you discuss what happened to you that day, why that person did that to you, and how you reacted. Contemplate how Jesus would advise you to proceed. Then journal about it or try these role-playing suggestions.
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Role-play: Act it out or Journal about it. The group can BRAINSTORM additional ideas and suggestions of W.W.J.D. (i.e., What Would Jesus Do).
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Three Actors: Jesus, You, and a Volunteer to play the role of that friend.

Plot for 1st Skit: Reenact the negative interaction with your friend. Then, meet with Jesus to learn what he can advise you to do.

Plot for 2nd Skit: Both of you consider W.W.J.D. (i.e., What Would Jesus Do). Then, act it out the positive way. Here are a few options you might want to include in the revised skit:

––––––––
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	Setting firm boundaries.

	Walking away if necessary.

	Come up with a WIN-WIN Outcome.

	Apologize for reacting badly.

	Be gracious about accepting your friend’s apology.

	Give them one more chance to be a better friend.

	Get verbal support from family or friends.

	Pray together.

	Meet with Jesus to counsel you, forgive you, and teach you to do better.















6. Read and discuss this Bible verse of what God told Moses to teach the Jews.
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Leviticus 19:18 Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord. (NIV)



––––––––
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7. The authors of the Books of John and Mark said Judas Iscariot had invited the devil (or Satan) in to influence him to do what is evil. We know that Judas stole money from their group funds, he grumbled about some of the things that Jesus said or did, and he betrayed Jesus. Discuss or journal about how easy or hard you think it was for Satan to tempt Judas to do these things.



––––––––
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8. Discuss or journal about any time you might have invited Satan in to tempt you to gossip, bully, hit, slap, kick, tease in a mean way, lie, steal, do that ‘ATTITUDE THING’ with grown-ups, call names, refuse to do chores, etc. 



––––––––
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9. Read King Solomon’s Bible verse from Proverbs 16:27. That verse was pulled from the Living Bible, the New International, and King’s James Version. Discuss or journal about how this verse applies to Judas.
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See three versions of the same verse below.

––––––––
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Proverbs 16:27 Idle hands are the devil’s workshop; idle lips are his mouthpiece. (TLB)



COMPARED TO


Proverbs 16:27  A scoundrel plots evil, and on their lips it is like a scorching fire. (NIV)



COMPARED TO


Proverbs 16:27  An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips there is as a burning fire. (KJV)



––––––––
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10. Discuss or journal how this verse might have ever applied to you. Determine ways you can demand Satan to leave you alone in the Holy Name of Jesus.



––––––––
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11. Discuss or journal about how this verse applies to many things you view on the news, in war zones, on any Social Media sight, at school, work, home, with Persecuted Christians, etc. Find ways to pray for Jesus to influence that person to be eager to do what is pleasing to God instead of the Devil.
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All Bible References to Judas Iscariot


	Matthew 10:1-4; Matthew 26:6-13; 14-16; 20-25; 46-50; Matthew 27:1-10

	Mark 3:13-19; Mark 14:3-11; 18-21; 42-46

	Luke 6:12-16; Luke 22:1-6; 20-23; 47-48

	John 6:61-71; John 12:1-8; John 13:2, 10-11; 18-30; John 17:12

	Acts 1:12-26 (Details about a replacement disciple for Judas)
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​Chapter 4: The Alabaster Box or Incident
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Caption: The Woman willing to sacrifice her Alabaster Box or Jar
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Would you do the same for Jesus?

––––––––
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Matthew (in Matthew 26:6 to 13) and Mark (in Mark 14:1 to 9) tell an almost identical tale about an Alabaster Jar that occurred before the crucifixion.
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What is an Alabaster Jar? Google gives the following definition.

––––––––
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Caption: Alabaster Jar

What is an Alabaster Box or Jar?

“An alabaster box was a marble-like stone container which was used to preserve oils and perfumes. The woman had to break the narrow neck of the box and remove its wax seal in order to get the perfume out. The Perfume. The alabaster box in this passage contained pure nard, also called ‘spikenard.’”
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Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.

Where did this event take place? It happened in the village of Bethany, a short two-mile walk from Jerusalem.

Bethany is where a famous miracle happened to Lazarus and his two sisters, Martha and Mary. What was the miracle? In John 11:1 to 45, we learn that Lazarus died and lay in a tomb for four days until Jesus brought him back to life.

Jesus was a frequent visitor of this delightful family of siblings, but He didn't go to their house on this day. Instead, the disciples and Jesus went to dine with Simon the Leper.

We can conclude that this man must no longer have had leprosy since he was able to invite people to dine with him. But the Bible never states if Simon was one of the lepers cured by Jesus.

Notice the diners leaning or reclining on the couch in the picture below. They supported their head or body with one hand and ate with the other hand. Behind them stood a woman carrying an Alabaster Jar. By reading the following quote, you will comprehend the significance of this extraordinary thing she was about to do. 
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Caption: Woman holding her Alabaster Jar

What was the main use for an Alabaster Box or Jar? 

“In Jewish Tradition, when the young girl was ready for marriage, her family would purchase an alabaster box and fill it full of expensive ointments and oils. How big the box was and how much it weighed was a symbol of how big the dowry would be for the marriage of the daughter.”

“This was a sweet-smelling ointment from a plant in India, carried over land to the Middle East. Scripture says it cost more than a year's wages...that would have been thousands of dollars to us.”
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From NIV, the New International Version Bible, here is how the story goes:

––––––––
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Mark 14:3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head.

Mark 14:4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.

Mark 14:6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me.

Mark 14:7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. 

Mark 14:8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 

Mark 14:9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”





––––––––
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In the tale told by Matthew and Mark, this woman’s identity will forever remain a secret. On the other hand, in John 12:1-11, John relates a similar incident that happened in the home of Lazarus.

The special gift from Mary of Bethany

––––––––
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In John's story, six days before the crucifixion, Lazarus and his sisters wished to honor Jesus with a special dinner in thanks for saving his life. Martha served the food. Then, Mary gave Jesus a fantastic gift.

Mary poured a pint of that expensive perfume (i.e., pure nard) on Jesus' feet. Then, she unbound her hair and used it to wipe his feet. As the aroma filled the entire house with that sweet smell, Judas Iscariot had accusing words to say. 

––––––––
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John 12:4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.

John 12:7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”

John 12:9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him. (NIV)





––––––––
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Mary wiped Jesus’ feet with her hair.

––––––––
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Before we get to my favorite of the Alabaster Jar tales, as told by Luke, let’s discuss some key points in the Bible stories described above.
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[image: ]


First, let’s discuss Mary using her hair to wipe Jesus’ feet. Even today, that would be an unusual thing to do. Back then, that would have been rather shocking. Consider these two upcoming Google quotes.
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Why was it shocking that Mary wiped Jesus’ feet with her hair?

“Using her hair to wipe Jesus' feet was more humiliating in the Jewish society in which Mary lived. It was considered improper for a woman to let her hair down in public.

For Mary to undo her hair and use it as a towel to wipe Jesus' feet was probably the greatest act of humility she could have shown. She was demonstrating how deeply she loved and how greatly she valued Jesus.”
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Reread John 12:7 on the previous page. We can conclude that Mary and her siblings already knew about the crucifixion and had agreed to donate her expensive perfume to cleanse (i.e., anoint) Jesus’ body after He died. 

Mary’s humble act of love and devotion to Jesus

––––––––
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Through intuition, a vision, or a dream, Mary must have realized there would not be time to take care of His crucified body due to the upcoming Sabbath, so she decided to bathe His feet in advance. In that way, she could do her best to comfort Jesus with her humbling act of love and devotion.

––––––––
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Caption: In comparison, King David, in the 23rd Psalm, wrote one of the most famous Old Testament anointings. 
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[image: ]


[image: image]


Caption: Prophet Samuel is anointing King Saul’s head with oil.

Which kings had their heads anointed with oil? 

“The Old Testament specifically records the anointing of the kings Saul, David, Solomon, Jehu and Johoash. The term Anointed One in Hebrew gives us the word 'Messiah'.” ... “Samuel anointed the first 2 Kings of Israel: King Saul and King David.”
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Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Psalm 23:5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Psalm 23:6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. (KJV)





––––––––

[image: ]


Did the Sanhedrin successfully kill Lazarus?

As you know, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead after four days. You can imagine the Temple elders hearing about this phenomenon and feeling highly threatened. So much so, as is stated in John 12:9 to 11 (quoted previously), this placed a target on Lazarus' back. Now, there were two men the Sanhedrin wanted dead. They successfully got Jesus killed, but did they succeed in killing Lazarus?

––––––––
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Did the Chief Priests assassinate Lazarus after the crucifixion of Jesus? 

“Scripture does not tell us whether the plot to kill Lazarus succeeded. Tradition—not the Bible—indicates that Lazarus fled Judea after the resurrection of Christ, arriving in Kition on Cyprus, becoming a bishop. 

One traditional account suggests his tombstone was inscribed with the quip, “Lazarus, four days dead, friend of Christ.” In truth, we don't know for sure what happened to him. 

This represents another difference between Scripture and myth: those touched with miracles, such as Lazarus, are not credited with special significance later on, or endowed with echoes of divine power. They're still ordinary people, with extraordinary stories.”
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Judas Iscariot, once again, in John 12:4 to 8 (quoted previously), demonstrates that he was giving in to Satan rather than Christ's teachings. You can imagine his growing anger when two women in the same week used their expensive perfume to anoint Jesus rather than sell and donate those funds to either feed his money bags or people experiencing poverty or both.

Get ready for Luke’s tale of contrasts in Luke 7:36 to Luke 7:50

––––––––
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Caption: Final Alabaster Jar Tale from earlier in Jesus’ Ministry: 

Sinful Woman & Pharisee
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Luke shared a story that probably happened in Galilee during the first half of Jesus' three-year ministry. An elite man, Simon the Pharisee, invited Jesus to his house for dinner.  

Here are a few pointers to help us comprehend the character and priorities of His host.

––––––––
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What do we know about Simon the Pharisee? 

“The Pharisees, who were outwardly pious and religiously hypocritical, prided themselves on their separation from anything unclean and sinful.”
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“A Pharisee was a member of a strict Jewish sect, and it is clear from Luke's narrative that Simon has invited Jesus to his house to challenge him on points of Jewish law.”

“The preceding sections of Luke's gospel took place in Capernaum and in Nain, both in Galilee, suggesting Simon also lived in Galilee.”
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Refuting false rumors about Mary Magdalene
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Before Luke's story is shared, one point needs to be clarified. This Unknown Woman was not Mary Magdalene. During the first century AD, Mary was a well-respected follower of Jesus. She and a few other women of means traveled with Jesus and His Disciples, helping to fund His ministry. In the years to come, the two nominal leaders of the Disciples were Simon Peter (for the men) and Mary Magdalene (for the women followers). 

So why have so many false rumors [Americans spell this word 'rumors.' People in UK use the 'rumours' spelling.] been told by Popes, Church leaders, novelists, and Hollywood? That was all on the head of Pope Gregory I in 591 AD. 

In short, he chose his moralizing tale to revolve around one of the many Marys of the New Testament. He ignored the truth about Mary Magdalene and created a myth about her comprising three false rumors. Why? As a guess, if he could diminish Mary Magdalene's reputation, he could prove his point that women had no business holding leadership roles in the Catholic Church.
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	In 2016, Pope Francis reversed false claim made by Pope Gregory I in 591 AD. 

	Mary Magdalene was never a Prostitute.  

	She is now called “Apostle to the Apostles.”
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Pope Gregory I in 591 AD 




	Sources: Wikipedia.org and Google

	False Rumor #1: Falsely claimed Mary was woman caught in adultery in John 8.

	False Rumor #2: Falsely claimed Mary was sinful woman who washed Jesus’ feet in Luke 7

	False Rumor #3: Falsely claimed Mary was the sister of Martha and Lazarus
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Pope Paul VI in 1969



	False Rumor #1: Did not indicate whether



or not Mary was woman caught in adultery 

in John 8



	Corrected Rumor #2: Acknowledged Mary was



not the sinful woman who washed Jesus’ feet 

in Luke 7



	Corrected Rumor #3: Acknowledged Mary



was not sister of Martha and Lazarus
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Pope Francis in 2016




	Corrected Rumor #1: Removed all false rumors about Mary. He said we should consider her a SAINT.

	He stated we should refer to her as the “Apostle of the Apostles”

	Corrected Rumor #3: Some Protestant churches honor her as a “heroine of the faith.”
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Mary (Jesus' mother) has the most Bible stories about her. In the second place, Mary Magdalene has 12 Bible stories that include her name. See the list below with a description of their contents.
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Bible verses about Mary Magdalene: List repeated below.
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1. Traveled with Disciples. Helped provide funds. Cured of 7 Demons.

- Luke 8:1-3
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2. Witness Death of Jesus.

- Matthew 27:55-56, Mark 16:40-41, John 19:25
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3. Visited Tomb on Friday.

- Matthew 27:61, Mark 15:47
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4. Sunday - Saw empty tomb. Saw Angels inside tomb. One book reported Mary talked with Jesus.

- Matthew 28:1-10, mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-2, John 20:1-2
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5. Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene.

- Mark 16:9-11, John 20:11-18

Part of why Mary Magdalene was so devoted to serving Jesus
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The only negative listed about Mary was also a positive point. We learned in Luke 8:1 to 3 that Jesus cured Mary Magdalene of seven demons. With so many people from current society suffering from some form of depression or mental illness, it will make sense of what a testimony Mary would be able to share from that point forward. 

It would also demonstrate why she was most passionate about putting her heart and soul (and money) into serving and helping to provide for the mission of the Son of God.
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Luke 8:1 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. 

Luke 8:3B These women were helping to support them out of their own means. (NIV)
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Caption: Break Chains.

Pope Francis declared Mary was the Apostle to the Apostles.
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Mary Magdalene was able to rise above her past mental illness thanks to the healing from Jesus. In gratitude, she wished to dedicate herself fully to serving the Christ who was able to release her from the chains that had her so tightly bound. Mary was overflowing with gratitude now that the Lord had loosed her from Satan's hold. She had a testimony to share that resulted in her every waking desire to serve the Lord, the Son of God.

In 2016, why did Pope Francis proclaim that Mary Magdalene should forever be called the “Apostle to the Apostles”? She was honored to be the first to see, talk to, and be appointed by the risen Christ to tell His disciples these words:
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John 20:16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).

John 20:17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 

John 20:18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. (NIV)





––––––––

[image: ]


Here is the continuation of Luke's story, from Luke 7:36 to 50, called 'Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman.’ As a reminder, Simon the Pharisee invited Jesus and His disciples for dinner.  As they dined, a ‘woman of the town’ showed up. 

Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman tale
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Luke 7:37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume.

Luke 7:38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. (NIV)
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Luke 7:39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.”

Luke 7:40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said.

Luke 7:41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 

Luke 7:42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”

Luke 7:43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.

Luke 7:44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.

Luke 7:45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 

Luke 7:46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet.

Luke 7:47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.”

Luke 7:48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”

Luke 7:49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”

Luke 7:50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” (NIV)
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Be aware that this woman felt so ashamed that she did not feel up to facing Jesus. Instead, she stood behind Him, knelt at His feet to cry over them, poured perfume on them, and then wiped them clean with her hair. She was in a state of total submission. (See Luke 7:38 from a recent page.)

Back in that period, there were three acts of courtesy or hospitality that hosts would traditionally offer their guests:
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Common Courtesies for a Guest versus Gifts of Service from this Woman - Source: Luke 7:44-46 (NIV)







WATER for a Guest:

Jesus said, "You did not provide water to wash your guest’s feet."







WATER from this Woman:

Jesus said, "She has washed my feet with her tears & wiped them with her hair."
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Common Courtesies for a Guest versus Gifts of Service from this Woman - Source: Luke 7:44-46 (NIV)







KISS for a Guest:

Jesus said, "You did not greet your guest with a kiss."







KISS from this Woman:

Jesus said, "She has continually kissed my feet."
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Common Courtesies for a Guest versus Gifts of Service from this Woman - Source: Luke 7:44-46 (NIV)









Anointing a Guest with OIL

Jesus said, "You did not offer anointing oil to cool your guest’s head."







Woman anointing Jesus with OIL

Jesus said, "She has anointed my feet with costly perfumed oil."
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What was the purpose of offering a guest oil for their head?

“Anointing someone's head with oil in Bible times was a courtesy, refreshing them after a hot and dusty walk. The oil would have been perfumed with fragrant herbs and spices. It was a sign of welcome and respect.”
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In Simon's arrogance, he did none of these things with Jesus. As for this Unknown Woman, out of the fullness of her heart, she gave her greatest treasure, the perfume from that very expensive Alabaster Jar. She wanted to demonstrate how much she valued what Jesus represented in her life: A way to free herself from sin and feel utterly loved by God.

​
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STUDY GUIDE FOR CHAPTER 4
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1. Do you believe Jesus healed Simon the Leper? See Bible verses below.
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A. Luke 17:11 to 19 tells a story about 10 lepers healed by Jesus, but only one returned to thank Him.
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B.  In Matthew 8:1 to 3, we read this touching story about another leper:
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Matthew 8:1 When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 

Matthew 8:2 A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”

Matthew 8:3 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy. (KJV)
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C. Was Simon the Leper one of those eleven lepers? Did Simon recover on his own? Or, do you think Jesus healed him, as well? Consider this final Bible verse from the NIV Bible. Then, journal about it or debate.
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John 21:25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.
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2. What do you know about kings or queens? In what ways do you give honor to them? How does that compare to what was done in the Old Testament? (See the illustration of King Saul’s head being anointed with oil by the Prophet Samuel.)
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Caption: The Prophet Samuel anointing the head of King Saul with oil.

“The Israelites built the tabernacle in the wilderness. When it was completed, they anointed the tent with oil, marking it as a place where God's heavenly presence has come down to Earth. Israel's priests and their kings were anointed with oil to set them apart as leaders, to mediate God's heavenly wisdom to the world.”
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3. Recall Simon the leper and Simon the Pharisee. Both men invited Jesus to dine. But other than that, they did nothing special for our Lord. Then recall that these three women tithed by giving their most significant asset away to the Lord, to anoint Jesus, their Lord, Savior, and King, with perfumed oil. 

Read the following four (4) Bible verses that confirm that God loves a 'cheerful giver' and a person who has a servant's heart. Give examples from your life or those you know who demonstrated those two attributes.
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2 Corinthians 9:7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. (NIV)

Galatians 5:13 For you, my brothers, were called to freedom; only do not let your freedom become an opportunity for the sinful nature (worldliness, selfishness), but through love serve and seek the best for one another. 

Galatians 5:14 For the whole Law [concerning human relationships] is fulfilled in one precept, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself [that is, you shall have an unselfish concern for others and do things for their benefit].” (AMP - Amplified Bible)
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4. In this chapter, three women shared their most valuable asset with Jesus, the Son of God. Contemplate your version of something treasured inside a proverbial 'Alabaster Jar or Box.' Journal about what you are willing to share, donate, give up, do, or no longer do, all for the sake of Jesus. (See the Clipboard on the next page.)
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Contemplate your version of something treasured inside a proverbial 'ALABASTER JAR or BOX.'

Journal about what you are willing to share, donate, give up, do, or no longer do, all for the sake of Jesus.
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Spend a few minutes journaling. Afterward, sharing with a small or large group is an option.
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All Bible References to Alabaster Jar or Box




	Matthew 26:6-13

	Mark 14:3-9

	Luke 7:36-50  

	John 12:1-11
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​Chapter 5: Ten-part Agenda for Last Supper
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1st of 10 - Upper Room
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In Matthew 26:17-19, Mark 14:12-16, and Luke 22:7-13, we learned it was the first day of the Festival of the Unleavened Bread. How did that festival differ from Passover Seder?

​
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What is the day of Unleavened Bread? How does it compare to Passover Seder?

“Passover happens every year” for “ONE-night.” It “celebrates the Exodus, the liberation of Israelites from slavery in Egypt. The Feast of Unleavened Bread is a SEVEN-day observance and festival to remember God's deliverance.”
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Caption: “Passover commemorates the slavery of the Israelites in Egypt and their ultimate exodus to freedom.” – GOOGLE QUOTE
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Luke 22:8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.”

Luke 22:9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.

Luke 22:10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 

Luke 22:12 He will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations there.”

Luke 22:13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So, they prepared the Passover. (NIV)
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Caption: Passover Seder. Unleavened Bread.
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Even those unfamiliar with celebrating the Passover Seder know that, at the very least, Peter and John had to make sure these preparations included unleavened bread, cups, and a pitcher of red wine.

2nd of 10 - Reclining at Table
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As described in Matthew 26:20, Mark 14:17-18A, and Luke 22:14, Jesus reclined at the table along with His twelve Disciples in this Upper Room.
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Caption: Reclining Couch

3rd of 10 - Awareness of final hours 
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It must have been bittersweet for Jesus to celebrate this Last Supper with His twelve Disciples. Even though He had hinted to them more than once that the end was near, only He knew that this night would be the last time He would spend with them as a living man. 

After that night, the next time Jesus would see them would be from the other side of the grave. In John 13:1, this is how Disciple John described it:
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John 13:1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. (NIV) ♥ (i.e., Agape Love)



4th of 10 - Jesus washed their feet
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As previously discussed, Jesus did not fit Judas’ boxed-in view of a Messiah. Due to this disenchantment with his former hero, he had determined to force Jesus to finally fight against the Romans or be sanctioned by the Sanhedrin.

The Sanhedrin had already happily handed Judas thirty pieces of silver as payment for this betrayal. Judas watched for the ideal moment to act.
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Naturally, Jesus was aware of the plans of His soon-to-be-former Disciple. Judas might have thought he was choosing the time. Instead, Jesus chose their Passover Seder meal to force Judas to either recant from or follow through on his evil intentions. 

Aware of Judas’ betrayal plans, Jesus still intended to wash his feet.
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“John 13:2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.” (NIV) 
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Caption: Jesus washed each Disciple’s feet.
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John 13:3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.

John 13:5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. (NIV)





––––––––

[image: ]


[image: image]


John 13:6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

John 13:7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”

John 13:8A “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

John 13:8B Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”

John 13:9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”

John 13:10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.”  
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John 13:11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. (NIV)







John 13:12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 

John 13:13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am.

John 13:14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.

John 13:15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 

John 13:16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. (NIV)



5th of 10 - Reveal Judas’ Betrayal
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The time had come for Jesus to share what would happen with Judas Iscariot. He began this testimony with the following words:
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John 13:18 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’

John 13:19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am who I am. 20 Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” (NIV)
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In other words, God, our Heavenly Father, would acknowledge all people who would come to be called Christians (aka Saved Gentiles) and the Jews who accepted Jesus as the Messiah, their Lord, and their Savior. Upon their death, God would usher them into Heaven.
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Caption: King David & Jesus. Betrayal by a Friend.

––––––––

[image: ]


[image: image]

––––––––

[image: ]


John 13:18-19 was a Remez for the following verses written by King David.
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BETRAYAL
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John 13:18 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’
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BETRAYAL
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John 13:19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am who I am.” (NIV)
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​
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BETRAYAL
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Psalm 41:9 Even my close friend, someone I trusted, one who shared my bread, has turned against me. (NIV)
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BETRAYAL
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Psalm 55:12 If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it; if a foe were rising against me, I could hide. 13 But it is you, a man like myself, my companion, my close friend, 14 with whom I once enjoyed sweet fellowship at the house of God, as we walked about among the worshipers. (NIV)
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John 13:21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.” 😢 (NIV)
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John 13:22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. (NIV)
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John 13:23 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 

John 13:24 Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” (NIV)

John 13:25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” (NIV)





––––––––

[image: ]


[image: A cartoon of a person with a beard

Description automatically generated]

––––––––

[image: ]


[image: image]


John 13:26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.(NIV)
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John 13:27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.

So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.”(NIV) 
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John 13:28 But no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. John 13:29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night. (NIV)
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Last Supper Guest List:

Jesus

12 Disciples including Judas
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Uninvited Guest: Devil

FYI - Only Jesus knew about the uninvited guest. 
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Caption: 

Judas needed to answer this question: Which side of fence will you choose?

Guy on left: “Not Now.”

Guy on right: “Yes, Lord!”

Will Judas decide to deny or delay Christ, or will he decide to accept Him?

Which side of the fence will you choose?
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Throughout the day, we are bombarded with the options of which side of the fence we will choose. We might be 'all in' and say, “Yes, Lord, I proactively choose you and Your will for my life.” We might be undecided and say, “Not now.” 

The challenge here is that we are not guaranteed to wake up in the morning. There is a significant risk in deferring your decision until later. We might say an outright “No,” which contains its potentially damaging challenges during our lifetime and after taking our last breath. OR we may strive to straddle the fence, trying to choose both sides at once.

It appears that Judas straddled the fence for three years. He vacillated between being a sincere Christ-follower and an insincere pretender, stealing money from the coffers and looking out for his self-interests rather than those of Jesus and his fellow Disciples.

Judas was not alone in having an UNINVITED GUEST. Satan has employed his minions to bombard us in such a way that we do not fulfill God’s purpose for our lives.
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If you are a student with a school assignment, an employee with job duties, a family member with a list of chores, a spouse with a ‘Honey-do list,’ or, in my case, a writer with the goal to write a certain number of pages or chapters per day, one of his minions would be known as the SPIRIT OF DISTRACTION or PROCRASTINATION.

If you are a patient dealing with a diagnosis such as cancer, heart disease, kidney disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s disease, etc., one of his minions would be known as the SPIRIT OF DISCOURAGEMENT or HOPELESSNESS. 
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If you are an inmate of a jail, prison, or military camp or a child or teen who has been grounded, or a young person placed on probation, one of his minions would be known as the SPIRIT OF BITTERNESS, the SPIRIT OF ANGER, the SPIRIT OF REVENGE, or the SPIRIT OF OUTRAGE whispering words such as “No fair! They probably hate you!” 
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Those minions are doing their best to prevent you from feeling Jesus’ love for you. They don’t want you to hear His reassuring words, “You can still turn this around. I have confidence in you. Also, remember, I served time, too.”

––––––––
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Caption: Wrath (Choosing to hold Grudge) CONTINUUM Righteous Indignation (Find ways to Forgive)

––––––––
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Caption: Will you follow Satan or Jesus?

––––––––
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Another example is the spouse or partner dealing with being an abusive alcoholic. 
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