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Chapter 1: What IELTS Speaking Is All About
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If you’re preparing for IELTS, the Speaking test might feel a little scary at first after all, it’s a face-to-face conversation with an examiner! But don’t worry. It’s not designed to “catch you out.” Instead, it’s a chance for you to show how well you can communicate in English.

The test is short — only 11–14 minutes — and is divided into three easy parts:


	
Part 1: Getting to know you (4–5 minutes)
The examiner will ask you simple questions about yourself, your home, work or studies, hobbies, or daily life. Think of this part as a warm-up chat.


	
Part 2: The long turn (3–4 minutes)
You’ll get a cue card with a topic. You have one minute to prepare, then you speak for up to two minutes. Don’t worry if you don’t fill the whole two minutes — the key is to stay on topic and keep talking.


	
Part 3: The discussion (4–5 minutes)
The examiner will ask deeper, more challenging questions connected to Part 2. Here, you should share opinions, explain ideas, and discuss issues like you would in a thoughtful conversation.
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