
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


​THE POVERTY MONSTER

––––––––

​THE DEADLIEST DISEASE IN AMERICA 

[image: image]



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE POVERTY MONSTER

    

    
      First edition. August 8, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 johnnie thomas.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8224949366

    

    
    
      Written by johnnie thomas.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​Introduction

[image: ]




[image: image]

––––––––

[image: ]


“AS I STARE OFF THE balcony of my $1700 a month apartment unit, all i can see is poverty” 

Johnnie THomas IV

Spark that blunt up!!! You will need it for this book......Welcome to "The Poverty Monster", where we’re about to take a hard look at what poverty really looks like in America in the 21st century. This ain’t your grandma’s poverty story; this is the raw, unfiltered truth about how the struggle is real out here. Poverty today is a beast with many heads, lurking in every corner and crevice of our society. It’s a monster that doesn’t care who you are, where you come from, or what you’re about.

Let’s get real—poverty in America is the single mother busting her tail at three jobs, still coming up short on rent. It’s the laid-off factory worker trying to navigate a job market that’s moved on without him. It’s the college grad drowning in debt, trapped in a cycle that’s harder to break than a bad habit. It’s our elders, choosing between meds and meals, left behind by a system that should be their safety net.

This beast isn’t picky. It’s feasting on our cities, turning neighborhoods into ghost towns while luxury condos rise. In the sticks, it’s the reason small businesses are boarded up and healthcare is a pipe dream. Economic inequality is the monster’s main course, widening the gap between the haves and the have-nots, making it crystal clear who’s invited to the table and who’s left outside.

Systemic issues? Oh, the monster loves those. Racism, sexism, policies that stack the deck against the little guy—they’re all part of the game. Every unfair law, every missed chance at reform is like a protein shake for this beast, bulking it up and making it stronger.

In "The Poverty Monster", we’re not pulling punches. We’re diving into the real deal, bringing you stories that hit hard and analysis that cuts through the BS. We’ll expose how this monster messes with mental health, tears apart families, and wrecks communities. We’re shining a spotlight on the hidden battles that too many folks are fighting every single day.

This book isn’t just a pity party with sad stats and sob stories. It’s a battle cry, a call to arms to take down this beast. We’ll give you the knowledge, the tools, and the fire to stand up and fight back. It’s time to drag the Poverty Monster out of the shadows and show it what’s up.

So buckle up. We’re going in, and we’re not holding back. It’s time to confront the Poverty Monster and work towards a future where everyone gets a fair shot at success. Let’s do this.
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​CHAPTER 1
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​What is Poverty and How It’s Evolved

ALRIGHT, LET’S BREAK it down: What is poverty? Poverty is the state of being so strapped for cash that you can’t cover the basics—food, shelter, healthcare, education, you name it. It’s that constant grind of trying to make ends meet, but never quite getting there. It’s living on the edge, where one unexpected bill or emergency can send your whole world crashing down.

Now, let’s take a ride through history and see how poverty has evolved. Back in the day, poverty was about not having enough land to grow your food or livestock to keep you fed. It was about surviving harsh winters, plagues, and famines. If you didn’t own property or have a trade, you were out of luck, relying on charity or doing whatever it took to scrape by.

Fast forward to the Industrial Revolution, and poverty took on a new face. People flocked to cities for factory jobs, but those jobs often came with low wages, long hours, and terrible working conditions. Living in cramped, dirty tenements was the norm. Child labor was rampant, and if you got injured or sick, there was no safety net. Poverty was about being part of the working poor, struggling to survive in the urban jungle.

In the 20th century, poverty started to shift again. The Great Depression hit hard, throwing millions out of work and into breadlines. Governments began to step in with social safety nets like welfare, unemployment benefits, and public housing. But even with these measures, poverty persisted. The Civil Rights Movement highlighted racial inequalities that kept many minorities in poverty, regardless of hard work or education.

Now, in the 21st century, poverty’s still here, but it’s wearing new disguises. It’s not just about having a low income; it’s about the wealth gap that’s wider than ever. It’s about rising costs of living, where wages haven’t kept up. It’s about systemic issues like racism, sexism, and a rigged economy that keep people down. It’s about people working full-time, even multiple jobs, and still not making enough to get by.

Today’s poverty includes the working poor, the underemployed, the gig workers with no benefits, and the folks drowning in student debt. It’s the families who can’t afford healthcare, the elderly living on fixed incomes, and the single parents doing everything they can to provide. It’s a beast that’s evolved, adapting to the times, but always finding new ways to keep people trapped.

So, there it is—poverty defined and traced through history. It’s a relentless monster that’s changed its tactics but never lost its grip. And it’s time we got serious about taking it down.

Now Lets dive into the many ugly faces of poverty in america today. Try not to cringe
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​CHAPTER 2
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​THE MANY UGLY FACES OF POVERTY

​Transportation Troubles in Poverty

Let's get real about what transportation looks like when you're living in poverty in America. It’s a whole mess of problems that never seem to end. When you’re scraping by, getting around isn’t just inconvenient—it’s a daily grind that can feel impossible.

First off, let’s talk about buying a car when you’re broke. The car dealership is a jungle, and if you don't have time or resources to educate yourself, those car salesmen will eat you alive. High-interest car notes are the norm, turning what should be a manageable payment into a financial ball and chain. And let’s not forget the used car prices—sky-high for vehicles that are barely holding together. You scrape together everything you’ve got to buy a "cheap" car, but to you, it’s a huge chunk of change. Then, surprise! The car’s a lemon. It’s constantly breaking down, but you don’t have the cash for repairs, so you’re riding around on a prayer.

Picture this: you’re driving with a donut tire because you can’t afford a real one. There’s no AC, and the windows don’t work, so you’re sweating buckets in the summer. One door doesn’t open from the inside, so you have to do this awkward dance to get in and out. You’ve got a jump box riding shotgun because there’s a good chance your car won’t start without it. And every time you park, you’re hiding your car from the repo man because you’re behind on payments.

High insurance rates are another kick in the teeth. Because your credit score is shot, you’re paying through the nose just to keep your car legally on the road. But even that’s a luxury some can’t afford. Potholes in the streets are like landmines, wrecking your tires and alignment. And don’t even get me started on school zone tickets when school isn’t even in session. It’s like the system is designed to nickel and dime you at every turn.

A lot of folks end up riding “hot”—no insurance, no license, no registration—because they simply can’t afford it. Every trip is a gamble, praying you don’t get pulled over because one ticket could be the difference between eating and going hungry. The stress is real, man.

And it’s not just about the car itself. The entire infrastructure seems set up to keep you down. Public transportation is a joke in many places, unreliable and unsafe, especially if you’re working odd hours or multiple jobs. You spend hours commuting, time that could be spent working, resting, or with family.

When you’re poor, transportation isn’t just a way to get from A to B. It’s a constant hustle, a relentless source of stress, and a daily reminder of the struggle. You’re doing everything you can to keep moving forward, but it feels like the whole system is working against you. That’s the reality of transportation in poverty in America.
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​The Struggle for Loans in Poverty-Stricken Areas

LET'S GET REAL ABOUT another massive hurdle that folks in poverty-stricken areas face: not qualifying for loans. When you're living on the edge, access to credit isn't just a nice-to-have—it's a lifeline. But for too many people, that lifeline is yanked away before they even get a chance to grab it.

First off, let's talk about emergency loans. When life hits you with a surprise punch—a medical bill, your car breaking down, a busted water heater—you need cash fast. But if you're living in poverty, your credit score is probably a disaster. Banks take one look at your financial history and slam the door in your face. No emergency savings, no access to quick cash, and no help from the bank. You're left scrambling, maybe borrowing from friends or family if you're lucky, or turning to those shady payday loans with sky-high interest rates that only dig you deeper into debt. It's a vicious cycle.

Now, think about the dream of starting your own business. Entrepreneurship is one of the best ways to lift yourself out of poverty, but the barriers are sky-high. When you don’t qualify for a business loan, that dream stays just that—a dream. Banks don’t want to take a chance on someone with bad credit or no collateral. They see you as a risk, not an opportunity. Without that initial capital, you can’t buy inventory, rent a space, or even market your idea. It’s a catch-22: you need money to make money, but you can’t get money because you don’t have money.
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