
  
    
      Bear It All

      A Choose the Bear Romance

      
        Choose the Bear

      

    

    
      
        Kat Vroman

      

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2025 by Kat Vroman

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

    

  


  
    
      If content warnings aren’t your jam, please skip to the next page. 

      Content warning:

      MMC’s sister has a health scare and is hospitalized.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Contents

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Chapter 1

      

      
        Chapter 2

      

      
        Chapter 3

      

      
        Chapter 4

      

      
        Chapter 5

      

      
        Chapter 6

      

      
        Chapter 7

      

      
        Chapter 8

      

      
        Epilogue

      

    

    
      
        Free Novelette Alert!

      

      
        About the Author

      

      
        More by Author Kat Vroman

      

      
        Stalk Me!

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          1

        

        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

    

    
      Tobias

      Duskwood Winery is one of my favorite spots to shoot weddings at. Not only is the setting stunning, but the witches who run the place are hysterical. Powerful and terrifying, but also hysterical.

      The winery staff leads Jed, my assistant, and me into a small room to organize our equipment. It looks out onto the back garden area. We could not have asked for better weather today.

      We find the bride in her green room looking glum amongst the excited bridesmaids. Her face perks up when I suggest taking her individual photos, but it appears forced. It’s been a while since I’ve photographed a wedding where obviously one participant is having doubts.

      However, this is none of my business, and these folks hired me to do a job. So I do my best to find her inner light in my photos. Unfortunately, the groom’s sour mother’s arrival extinguishes the brief glow I had helped create inside of her.

      “My son Knox, the groom, won’t be ready for his solo shots until after the ceremony. You will have to fit those in then.” She says to me in an authoritative tone before turning her judgmental eyes upon the bride. “Erin, dear, for goodness' sake, this is your wedding day. Don’t slouch.”

      After that exchange, I find the bride is done with the whole smile-for-the-camera bit, so I send her back to the bridal suite. Jed takes a camera to shoot some external shots while I head back to our set up room.

      Thirty minutes later, he rushes back into the room, acting out of sorts.

      “What’s up?”

      “Well, um, I am pretty sure I just saw the groom making out with some woman who is definitely not the bride.”

      “What? Are you sure?” I ask, unable to hide my disgust.

      I hold no room for cheaters.

      “Yeah, I think so. His name is Knox, right?”

      I laugh and nod my head.

      “Well, shit.”

      Right then, a commotion in the back interrupts the conversation. I look out the window, just in time to see a streak of white tulle fly out of sight and a bumbling man in a tux tripping over his pants while yelling to her.

      The winery becomes a madhouse with family and wedding party members searching everywhere for the bride. Jed and I lie low until we hear the groom cursing loudly outside our door. Opening it, we see one bridesmaid angrily speaking to him.

      “Well, Knox, she isn’t coming back. And I don’t blame her. The wedding is off.”

      The bridesmaid turns on her heel and walks out of the hallway. The groom spins around to us, his clenched hand in the air, ready to punch anything by him.

      “Whoa!” Jed and I say in unison.

      Knox stops his fist midair and stares dumbly at us.

      “Who are you?”

      “Your wedding photographers. And we will be out of your hair as soon as you settle up the bill.” I say, flatly.

      “What?” the groom responds.

      “Knox, dear, go to your room. I’ll deal with this.”

      At the door stands his mother, a sour expression painted on her face. Her fool of a son nods his head and shuffles out of sight.

      Jed cleans up our equipment while I settle the bill with the groom’s mother. She doesn’t argue with me when I insist on full payment. But she has an air of irritation the entire time we interact.

      On the way home, my phone rings and my Bluetooth speaker tells me it’s Darlene, my sister.

      “Hey, Dar,” I answer.

      “Hello my darling brother, who loves me ever so much.”

      I can’t help but smirk.

      “What do you need, sis?”

      “How do you know I need something?” I can sense her fake pouting on the other end.

      “Spill it.”

      “Fine, fine. I have a sizable group coming for a class tonight, who booked a couple of months ago, and my model just came down with the stomach flu. I can’t cancel this group. It’s bad for business, but honestly, I need this money. Cyn and I had some surprise bills this month.”

      “I can lend you money, Dar. No problem.”

      “No, I am not calling for that. I was hoping you’d step in as the model tonight?”

      Darlene doesn’t bother hiding the desperate tone in her voice.

      “This isn't one of your nude sketching classes, is it?”

      “It sure is, my wonderful brother who adores his sister!”

      I groan. This would not be my first time stepping in to model for my sister’s figure drawing classes, but it’s been several years.

      “Dar, I doubt anyone wants to sketch a 45-year-old man’s body.”

      “Oh, zip it. Last week’s model was a 75-year-old grandmother. You’re a hunk and you know it.”

      I laugh and shake my head.

      “Fine, fine. I’ll help. What time do you need me?”
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