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“Every great lie begins as a truth told with style.”

— Confidential Bureau Memo (shredded, then published)
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To those who ever found themselves on trial for being a little too creative with the truth—

and walked out with applause.



Author’s Note

The Bureau doesn’t exist.

You didn’t read this note.

And I certainly wasn’t there when it happened.

That said, if you’ve ever been accused of being inconsistent, of making things up, of living in too many versions of yourself at once—

this novella may feel familiar.

That’s not your fault.

That’s the narrative catching up to you.

Still... we traverse.
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Preface
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It began with a clipboard.

Then a trench coat.

Then a suit that didn’t quite fit, worn by someone who couldn’t quite explain what they were investigating.

That’s when we knew:

This was not a trial.

This was a rehearsal.

We were not on trial for crimes.

We were on trial for being unclassified.

This is what happens when story becomes too convincing to suppress—
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