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Chapter 1: Preface


 


It was a rare
invitation we received: to do
a scientific investigation in
search of the remnants—electromagnetic, visual, tactile,
or auditory—of someone associated with the ancient building; who
lived, died, and mysteriously, may remain, in whatever form, within
the structure.

In the nearly four decades of collecting tales of
the lurking dead at Gettysburg, I have had
occasion to actually come in
contact with the physical
manifestations of the creatures consigned long
ago, by happenstance or human hand,
to their graves. It is
one thing to inhale the
odor of those freshly killed, then to have
it just as suddenly vanish from your olfactory system; or to feel
the horrible icy chill down the nape of your neck in spite of the
heat of a summer’s night; or to witness the wispy
forms coagulate from the dark, dreary, nothingness
of night along a patch of
battlefield road, only to have
them suddenly dematerialize before your eyes.

But it is another
horrifying thing entirely—an experience
that lends a more frightful aspect
to “ghost hunting” because of its potential for the unsought, most
intimate knowledge of the deceased—when they speak to you!

And so it was with
mild anxiety that, upon a
certain dark evening, I entered
the birth-house of a young
lady of mid-19th Century
Gettysburg, dead for some 140
years.

The edifice was the birthplace of a girl who sadly
remains more famous for her death than her life; Mary Virginia
“Jennie” Wade was born in this wood-frame structure on Baltimore
Street in Gettysburg.

Jennie’s life of 20 years was lived mainly
within a triangle of houses not more than a
few hundred yards on a
side. She wandered outside the
triangle to shop around the main
square of Gettysburg; she may
have gone to the local jail
on High Street or the Alms
House just north of Gettysburg
to visit her hard-luck father.
If she got to any of
the local big cities, like
Harrisburg or Baltimore, it would
be a surprise. She grew
up in a frame house on
Breckenridge Street. She was killed
by a stray Confederate bullet,
while baking bread for Union
soldiers, in a brick house on
Baltimore Street. She was born
in the small wooden house I was
about to spend an eerie evening investigating.

The other investigators
and I had moved through
the house taking photos with
infrared lights and videotaping
certain rooms with historical
import. I had left the video
camera running in the alleged
birth room. We were in
one of the front rooms. It was—no pun
intended—deathly quiet.

I held my Panasonic digital recorder very still. It
was set on “voice activation.” I turned the machine on. I addressed
the name on the ownership records I had researched: “John Pfoutz,
are you here?”

In complete and total silence, with the only
explanation one to produce unbelief and dread, the numbers on the
recorder began to move.

Something, unheard, unseen—and unreal—was
responding…
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Chapter 2: Introduction


The mystery of war enshrouds the deeper mystery of
death.

—William Manchester, Goodbye, Darkness

 


Since the publication of Ghosts of Gettysburg:
Spirits, Apparitions and Haunted Places of the Battlefield in
1991, and the subsequent printings of numerous additional volumes,
a new way of looking at Gettysburg is emerging.

Instead of a list of battle actions to be memorized
(or become confused over), or names of long-deceased officers or
boring dates and times, Gettysburg has become a place of
mysterious, sometimes unexplainable stories of out-of- place noises
and smells, of sights that are out-of-time, and of strange
experiences in what should just be a jumble of rocks or a benign
open field.

With the vast amounts of anecdotal proof that there
is paranormal activity on the battlefield and in the town,
Gettysburg has become a “spirit-place;” a place where the visitor
may gain a different—and broader—experience other than that which
is provided between the pages of a history book.

* * *

What happens after humans die is a question that
embraces, yet goes far beyond, three momentous days in July in the
middle of the 19th Century in one small American town. It relates
directly to the question asked by our ancestors at least 70,000
years ago when they buried those sleepers, who would not awake,
with food and weapons for the next journey upon which they were
about to depart.

It is a question that today inevitably forces itself,
unbidden, into our own personal lives: What happens to me
when I die?

The study of ghosts at Gettysburg has taken the place
from a symbol of the greatest battle in the most tragic war our
nation has ever been engaged in, to a symbol of a much more
universal theme: What happens after life ends?

And Gettysburg, long a place for solemn contemplation
of martial deeds done by Union and Confederate soldiers on July 1,
2, 3, 1863, has become a place for solemn contemplation of the
greatest question of all: Is there life after death?

While only a relatively few humans experienced the
Battle of Gettysburg firsthand, all of us, throughout all of
history and all of the future, have and will experience death.

In the past, Gettysburg was a place for predominantly
male, military-historian mindsets, where one studied three short
days in all of Time. Now, everyone can visit with an eye to the
Eternities.

Gettysburg has finally become what Major General
Joshua Chamberlain, who fought at Gettysburg, envisioned when he
spoke there in 1889. “On great fields something stays. Forms change
and pass; bodies disappear; but spirits linger, to consecrate
ground…” It has become, as he foresaw, a “deathless field.”
Gettysburg has come to be, as he predicted, “the vision-place of
souls.”

* * *

Gettysburg is well known for its paranormal activity,
and for good reason. More people died young and suddenly, under
tragic circumstances, at a high level of emotion, than anywhere
else in the entire United States. Fifty-one thousand casualties in
three days of battle. Actually, the casualty rate was more
astounding than that, since the soldiers fought only about
twenty-four hours out of the three days. Fifty-one thousand men
killed or wounded in twenty-four hours means that for every hour
they fought, 2,125 men were shot. Every minute of those twenty-four
hours, almost 36 men were hit by flying metal. Every two seconds, a
man was hit. For twenty-four hours.

Many of the wounded were not cared for right away,
and suffered for days under the hot sun, then the pouring rain, out
in the very fields where visitors tread today. Most died in
physical agony; and nearly all died in mental agony, thinking of
those loved ones they would leave behind. Hospital sites were areas
of particular emotional travail as hundreds were clustered
together, hoping to survive to see their families again.

Some started to get better, their hopes of getting
home rising until dashed to pieces by the cruel happenstance of the
era in which they fought. Because antiseptics were unknown at the
time, a man with a minor wound would have it treated by a doctor
who had just explored an abdominal wound, thus unknowingly
introducing deadly bacteria into the bloodstream. The patient would
be doing fine for about two weeks, then infection would set in and
kill the unbelieving soldier within hours.

Bodies of soldiers slain on the field of battle were
dragged together and buried where they had fought and died. Some
officers received special treatment and were identified. The common
soldier was identified if possible; more likely he was buried
hastily in an unmarked grave in hopes that someone would later be
able to identify him. Mass graves were often utilized when the
stench of decomposing bodies became a problem. Hardly any had the
benefit of a sanctified burial.

Virtually every man who died at Gettysburg was buried
at least twice: once where they fought and died on the field and
then in an official cemetery. The Union soldiers were gathered and
taken to the new National Cemetery, which was dedicated and
consecrated on November 19, 1863. Confederates lay buried on the
battlefield until the early 1870’s, when families in the former
Confederacy requested the bodies of their relatives be exhumed and
sent south. Local Gettysburg contractors were procured for the
duty. Needless to say, after seven years un-embalmed in the
Pennsylvania soil, there was not much left of loved ones to
identify and send home.

Sadly, most historians agree that between 800 and
1,500 were never found and must still lie, un-sanctified, out in
the fields where they struggled, hoped, prayed, suffered, died and
were buried nearly a century-and-a-half ago.

If there ever was a place ripe for perturbed spirits
to roam for Eternity, it is Gettysburg.

* * *

“Where can we find ghosts at Gettysburg?” It is
one of the most common questions asked by visitors to the Ghosts
of Gettysburg Candlelight Walking Tours
Headquarters.

Unfortunately, the ghosts do not hand out a schedule,
like park rangers, to tell us when they are going to appear and
give a talk.

However, there seem to be places in the town, on the
battlefield, and even as far away as neighboring towns, where
paranormal activity occurs more frequently. As well, there seem to
be certain times and seasons—even years—when the unexplainable
activity happens more often.

While I cannot give you a specific time or place
where you may intercept the spirits on their journeys around the
area made infamous by the slaughter between thousands of
countrymen, I can give you advice on the techniques,
equipment, times of day, month or year, and probable locations to
help in your quest to encounter one of the Ghosts of
Gettysburg.
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First Map of Ghost Investigation Venues
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Second Map of Ghost Investigation Venues
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Chapter 3: What is a Ghost?


According to Rosemary Ellen Guiley in her
Encyclopedia of Ghosts and Spirits, quite simply, a ghost is
an alleged spirit of the dead. The age-old definition is that a
ghost is a disembodied soul, which, after the life of its body is
over, goes on to live an existence apart from the visible world.
Renowned ghost hunter Hans Holzer’s definition adds a more sinister
twist: “ghosts are the surviving mental faculties of people who
died traumatically.” This would seem to apply to just about every
soldier who died at Gettysburg.

Numerous parapsychologists have gone on to attempt to
classify various types of ghosts according to their
activities and manifestations.

Joshua P. Warren, in How to Hunt Ghosts,
classifies ghosts into five general categories: Entities, Imprints,
Warps, Poltergeists, and Naturals. In so doing, he helps to explain
why so many paranormal experiences seem so different.

An Entity, according to Warren, appears to have a
consciousness and interacts with the observer. Entities can come
from the past—the ones we most expect to see at Gettysburg—but can
also appear from the present, as in living humans projecting their
own spirit to another site. As well, Entities can come from the
future, as harbingers of good or ominous news. Entities, Warren
writes, may use the natural electrical environment to appear and
“can create objective and subjective experiences.”

The very first ghost story of Gettysburg comes from
the soldiers, themselves, seeing an Entity from the past.

Through the misty night, during the forced march to
Gettysburg, the men of the Union Army’s Fifth Corps see a horseman
riding before their column. He rides ahead seemingly leading the
way, and then waits for the men to catch up. Some think they can
barely make out the figure who seems to be dressed in a tri-corn
hat and cape, the uniform of a previous war. As they get closer, a
weird rumor floats back along the column: the men have seen him and
have seen the impossible. It is General George Washington, dead now
some 63 years, leading the army of the United States once again,
from the Beyond. It is a portent, the exhausted men believe, of
certain victory, of help from Heaven to save the Union.

Imprints may also appear frequently at Gettysburg. An
Imprint can appear as a place (altered into its original, past
appearance) or any once-existing person, animal or thing. These
ghosts do not interact with the living and often appear unconscious
of their surroundings. The same scene may be played over and over,
like the numerous sightings of the “Phantom Regiment” at
Gettysburg, drilling and drilling and drilling, marching again into
the now defunct battle like robots.

The dignitaries on Little Round Top all agreed how
thoughtful and impressive it was for the National Park Service to
arrange for the Civil War reenactors to demonstrate the drilling of
a battalion in the famed Valley of Death below them. The unit
wheeled and halted, went through the manual of arms, then marched
off to disappear into the woods nearby. The dignitaries were not
told it was going to happen, and so it was a delightful surprise.
The ranger in charge was surprised too, when they thanked him
effusively for the demonstration, for the Park Service had arranged
no such thing, nor were there any reenactment groups, over which
the Park Service exercises strict control, visiting the park that
day. It was not the last time it happened either…

I have often referred to this as a residual haunting,
created when the emotions (given off as electrical pulses) are so
strong as to remain embedded in the surrounding environment then
released under certain conditions. If the paranormal occurrences
persist through more than one “group” of observers, the site can be
classified as “haunted.”

 Warps appear to be a brief
vision into another time or dimension, like the horrifying hospital
scene in the basement suddenly—and reluctantly—witnessed from the
elevator of Pennsylvania Hall at Gettysburg College.1 In the case
of Warps, the location has much to do with the ghostly activity. At
Gettysburg, the geology or the materials used in the construction
of buildings seem to have a lot to do with “Warps.” Warren
identifies the Warp as one of the “most complicated issues facing
science today,” since within these places, the laws of physics seem
to disappear, time seems altered, logic is turned upside down, and
numerous paranormal activities can be experienced.

Poltergeist activity (“poltergeist” is German for
“noisy ghost”) probably occurs because of human mental activity. It
has most often been associated with adolescents and telekinesis,
the use of the mind to move physical objects. A large number of
activities recorded at Gettysburg College, such as objects
levitating from shelves, doors slamming, or lights turning on and
off, may be the result of the living beings’ high emotional state,
producing poltergeist activity.

What Warren calls Naturals are unusual phenomena that
have many of the earmarks of a ghost, but are actually caused by
explainable (or eventually explainable) science. Examples of this
type of phenomena have been sighted at Gettysburg as well.

An account recorded by the Civilian Conservation
Corps in the 1930’s given by a man who had worked out at the Rose
Farm in the few weeks after the battle recalls an odd sighting.
Returning after dark, past the fresh mounds of earth covering the
tons of putrefying human gore, the man claimed to have seen a glow,
a phosphorescent light hovering over the unquiet resting-place of
perturbed spirits. Swamp-gas, some might say today; ectoplasm
ascending, without a doubt, say others…

* * *

Troy Taylor, in The Ghost Hunter’s Guidebook,
classifies ghosts generally in the same manner, but with different
names.

There are Intelligent Hauntings, where the ghost will
interact with living beings, similar to an Entity; a Residual
Haunting, in which there is no “intelligence” to the spirit and
where the spirit is apparently linked to the location, like the
“Phantom Regiment;” Poltergeist Activity; and Portal Hauntings,
which coincide with a vision into the past, or some sort of veil
being parted, for a paranormal event to be witnessed.

To these, Taylor adds several other types of ghostly
events.

There is the Crises Apparition, which is allegedly
the spirit of one who has just died and appears to a member of the
family or a friend to bid them good-bye.

There are Ghost Lights, which, according to Taylor,
may be attributed to natural phenomena and may or may not have
anything to with the spirits of the dead. There are numerous
accounts of “ghost lights” at Gettysburg. In addition to the scores
of campfires in the South Mountains on the anniversary of the
Confederates’ presence, there are the candle lanterns moving
weirdly through the fields of great slaughter, such as the Valley
of Death, and campfires in the Wheatfield, which do not seem to be
associated with any “natural” phenomena by the way they act or by
the inconsistency with which they appear.

Taylor cites one more type of spirit: the “Man-Made
Ghost,” wherein researchers “invented” a ghost, and called upon him
to manifest himself—which he did! Taylor, however, acknowledged the
possibility that this may have been more like a poltergeist than a
true spirit coming forth.

Psychic Pam Saylor once listed five reasons why
spirits linger at the place where they left their mortal
bodies:


	
An abrupt death;



	
A person’s belief system;



	
Concern for those left behind;



	
To contact the living to give a message of hope;



	
The living grieving too long for a loved one and the
loved one cannot move on.





Later she added a more ominous reason: A fear of
final judgment.

Death in the Battle of Gettysburg was nearly always
abrupt. Men atomized by exploding artillery or blown apart by
canister or knocked brain-dead by an ounce of lead to the head, die
abruptly. Sometimes, if we concede that consciousness continues
after death, they did not acknowledge, or even realize, they were
dead. If they were wounded, nearly universally their first thoughts
were of their loved ones left behind. In an era of spiritualism and
religious revivals, they all knew on some level, that they were
committing the mortal sin of killing their fellow man and must,
sooner or later, face their Maker to account for it. Fifty-one
thousand men suddenly thrown into death, or the contemplation of
death. And we come today—about 1.6 million of us every year—to
commemorate their deaths, to mourn them as we have done for nearly
a century-and-a-half, grieving for them far too long.

If ever there was a place made and nurtured just for
the existence of ghosts…it is Gettysburg…

* * *

There has long been a debate as to whether there is
any kind of existence after death. Yet science proves that
human-like creatures have believed in some sort of life after death
for nearly all of our history. Every major religion on the face of
the earth propounds an existence that transcends this one.

According to the Smithsonian Institution, there is
archeological evidence that Neanderthals buried their dead with
tools, weapons, and food 70,000 years ago, an indication that they
believed these things were needed after death.

There is also evidence that many ancient cultures did
the same for the deceased. The most famous of these, of course, was
the Egyptian, which mummified their dead and buried them with their
possessions for the Next World. One must wonder what it was that
convinced these ancient people that those who died needed
sustenance post-mortem. Did one (or many) of them appear after
death to convince the living that some sort of life went on beyond
the grave?

Aristotle was the first famous individual to actually
deny the existence of life after death, claiming that since
conscious thought comes from the biological matter of the brain,
when the brain dies so does all existence. Death, to him, was the
total destruction of personality.

Yet another great philosopher, René Descartes argued
that the physical body and the “mind” are separate, and destruction
of the brain does not necessarily mean obliteration of “mind.”

High priests of numerous Eastern religions pride
themselves on their ability to separate body and mind, and to be
able to reach a different plane of consciousness, leaving their
mortal forms of flesh and blood behind.

Countless modern studies of people who have “died”
and been revived, record them bringing back eerily similar
descriptions of the experiences they had while “dead.” Men and
women have described floating above their bodies, looking down, and
seeing themselves after falling into unconsciousness because their
heart and breathing have stopped. Almost universally they see a
long tunnel of light and previously deceased relatives in this new
realm. Usually one will escort them back to their body and explain
that it is not yet their time, whereupon they will awaken,
resuscitated.

 Some scientists explain this as
only an hallucination of the dying brain, when neurons are still
firing and thoughts are still being created. But there are accounts
of people who have “flat-lined”—have no brain activity at
all—undergoing surgery, who have had the same
experiences.2
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