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Chapter One

How To Be A Best Selling Author

Ricky Gibraltar had lived and loved. He'd loved and lived. But mostly, he lived to love. But maybe I'm wrong. Maybe he just loved to live.

By the age of 29 he'd made so much money he could afford to reside in Huntington Beach, California, once thought to be an economic impossibility.

Yes, sure, researchers had spanned the globe to find a place more predatory to tourists, but couldn't. They were unable to stay long enough to tally their findings, and just moved on, leaving a trail of credit card slips in their wake.

But not Ricky—no. He'd cracked the code.

First, he wrote "How To Split An Atom With One Hand Tied Behind Your Back." As recommended by his agent, Bogey Schwartz, now confined to a mental institution, the title was shortened to, "How To Split An Atom."

Go figure. Who knew that there would be that many people out there who wanted to split an atom.

It took off.

After writing novels unsuccessfully for years, Ricky decided to change the titles so they looked like "How To" books, and the rest is history.

Bogey's assistant, Doom Boomguya, nicknamed "Doom," or "Boom," depending on where he was, met Ricky on the beach near the Huntington Beach Pier to discuss his new book, "How To Live Like A Millionaire On Two Dollars A Day." So far, like any successful novelist able to garner huge advances, he'd only got a few chapter titles written, like "The Future Of American Bellhops."
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