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Once upon a time, she was a princess.

Asherah lives on a planet filled with underwater palaces and beautiful cities, but she’s trapped. Unable to breathe underwater like her counterparts, she’s destined to live a life of solitude and isolation. When an alien from Malum arrives to return her traitorous brother to the queen, she realizes that there might be more to life than following the rules and writing policies.

Lion is a guardian for the king of Malum. Together with his best friend, Alixei, he helps protect the king against any threat imaginable – including traitorous little princes. When Alixei returns to Malum unexpectedly, Lion is left on Oceaile with a prince, a princess, and a whole lot of questions as to what he should do next.

Where has the queen gone?

Why can’t anyone find her?

Does her disappearance have anything to do with the prince’s recent trip to Malum?

And why can’t Lion take his eyes off of Asherah?

Find out in REGRET.

Cover design by Kasmit Covers

www.kasmitcovers.com

For all of my readers who love Malum as much as I do.
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Lion

A lot can go wrong when you visit another planet. You can get captured, tortured, or killed. You can get eaten alive. You can get chased into a desert and starve to death. You can fall in love, too, and in my opinion, that’s the most dangerous possibility of all.

Oceaile was the kind of planet you could fall in love on. It was the type of place people went for honeymoons and romantic kid-free getaways. Nobody went there for work or business – it was all pleasure, all the time.

Except, of course, for my visit.

When I arrived on Oceaile, I hadn’t planned on getting swept up in any romantic moments. I hadn’t planned on falling in love with anyone. The only plan I’d had was returning Dex to his mother and then going back to Malum. There I’d serve my king and my people. There I’d do whatever it took to keep my planet safe.

The problem was that reality didn’t exactly care about my plans.

I found myself sitting in an antechamber staring at a young woman who was guarding the entrance to an office where the queen was waiting for me. The lady was staring at me like I was supposed to know who she was – I didn’t – and she was acting like she was the one in charge – she wasn’t. I was the one in charge here. She’d do well to remember that.

“Excuse me,” I said, starting to push my way past the small Oceailean woman, but she reached out and touched my arm as I tried to get by. Her dark purple fingers wrapped around the white tattoos that laced my blue skin. Despite her tiny frame, her grip was firm and strong. It was enough to surprise me, so I paused and looked over at her.

“You seem confused that I would dare touch you,” she said, raising an eyebrow. Like the rest of her body, the eyebrow was sculpted to perfection. We were on Oceaile, which meant that most of the women here were curvy, plump, and delicious. The woman before me was no exception. She was smaller than someone from Malum, but I didn’t mind. Her pretty neck led down to two big, beautiful breasts that were practically hanging out of the white gown she was wearing. 

Seriously, why was she wearing that dress?

It had long sleeves that stretched down to her wrists, and the slits in the side revealed her pretty calves. I was certain that if she twisted just so, I’d be able to catch a glimpse of her thighs. Maybe more. Wouldn’t that be a treat?

“Are you in the habit of touching strangers?” I asked the woman. Surely, she wasn’t. It was a bad idea to touch people you didn’t know. Everyone knew that. Even my best friend, Alixei, knew not to touch random people if you weren’t gearing up for a fight. If this lady thought touching a man was a safe thing to do, then she’d never been to Dreagle. Oceaile might be safe enough, but there were plenty of planets in the universe that weren’t safe. There were plenty of places where you couldn’t just do what you pleased.

“I’m not sure that’s any of your business.”

“I’m not sure that you touching me is any of my business, either, yet here we are.” Irritation washed over me. I was a patient person, but this was getting to be a bit much. Who was this woman that she thought it was okay to just go grabbing a random person’s arm? I disliked being touched by strangers almost as much as I disliked this silly errand.

It made no sense to me that I should have to do this on my own. Alixei was an asshole, but he was also my friend. He shouldn’t have gone running back to Malum without explaining what he was doing. I’d known the man long enough to know that he probably had a good reason. He had better have a good reason. 

“You said you’re meeting with the queen,” the woman continued slowly.

“Yes, and I’m going to be late if you don’t let me pass.”

“The queen isn’t coming,” she blurted out. The woman’s deep purple eyes seemed to get even darker as she raised a gentle hand to her lips. Had she surprised herself? It certainly appeared that way.

“What do you mean? We have a meeting.” An important one, too. I needed to return her son to her. I needed to explain what was going on. 

“She can’t make it,” the woman said again. “I’ll be meeting with you instead.”

“You?” It was my turn to raise a brow. It was my turn to be surprised, but only for a moment. If she was meeting with me in the queen’s place, then she wasn’t simply a secretary or a clerk as I’d assumed. 

That was when I started noticing the similarities between her and Dex, between her and the queen. She had the same high, pointy nose. She had the same cheekbones. Even her hairline seemed to resemble her brother’s, didn’t it?

I was a fool.

I should have seen this sooner.

Oceaile was a lovely water planet where most business was conducted beneath the surface of the water. The people here loved to swim, they loved to be wet, and they loved to explore. They were ruled by a queen, who would one day very soon – if I didn’t stop it – be replaced by her son. That was because the princess wasn’t eligible to become the monarch of the planet. The ruler had to be a boy: Dex. He had a sister, though, and I realized that I was staring her in the face.

“You’re the princess.”

She nodded so slightly that it was almost imperceptible. Years of living on Oceaile, and I’d never actually met the princess. I’d been so absorbed with my family that I hadn’t bothered to pay attention to the news or the things that were happening on the planet. Then my wife had died, and I’d left. I’d never even looked back. My heart had been filled with pain that wreaked havoc on my soul, and I hadn’t bothered to even think about returning. 

Now I was paying the price.

Immediately, I dropped to my knees and bowed my head. I hoped she would forgive me for my rudeness. During all of my years as a pirate and all of my years as a guardian of King Andryssi of Malum, I never felt like meeting royals got any easier. They always seemed so above me, so strong. Powerful. 

I never really felt worthy.

“Your Highness,” I said. “Forgive me.”

I hated that I’d been so rude to her. Even if she hadn’t been a princess, there was no excuse for my behavior. She didn’t deserve to have someone talking to her in a rude or uncouth way. She was a damn royal. She deserved to be treated like one. She deserved to be treated like she mattered.

It didn’t matter who her little brother was or what he had done. Dex may have caused an interplanetary issue, but that wasn’t her. She hadn’t done that. She hadn’t asked for that. 

I closed my eyes. A second later, I felt her hand on my shoulder. I opened my eyes, but kept my face downward, eyes staring at the floor. I could see the white lace of her dress falling over the white leather of her boots. Then I looked up. Our eyes locked. 

Fuck, she was pretty.

“Get up,” she whispered. Her words came across as so gentle and understanding that it hurt my heart a little bit. She wanted me to get up. She wanted me to rise up. She believed in me. Either that, or she saw something good in me. I’d take either option, to be honest. 

I got up, standing. I looked down at the woman before me. What the hell kind of strength did this woman possess? Everyone knew the story of the Princess Ashera. We all knew she’d gotten married to a prince from another planet, and he’d died shortly after their wedding. It had been a tragedy that had shaken everyone and everything. Even though I’d already been working with Alixei and Andryssi at that time, I’d seen the news. Everyone had.

The poor broken princess. People had called her the Disappointed Princess and the Princess of Heartbreak. They were both stupid names for something that was nothing short of a life-altering tragedy. 

Yet here she was.

She stood there staring at me for what felt like an eternity. I studied her eyes, her nose, her mouth. She was really lovely. It was easy to see how people could look at her and trust her, how she could smile at them, and they would feel safe. I didn’t like being aware of the things people nicknamed her behind her back...or to her face. She didn’t deserve that kind of disrespect.

When she spoke, her voice didn’t quake. I had a feeling this wasn’t something she wanted to say, but she had to. She was dealing with her mother’s affairs, so she had to ask and answer questions like a queen.
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