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As a young person I had the thought that I could not pursue every avenue that I considered important. I should therefore concentrate on the most important direction for my life. God of course was that direction. Every religion had its own considerations, and yet they all cited Biblical validation for their opinions. So studying the source material was therefore the predominate direction that I chose. Over the years I have found that this decision must be made over and over again.

The Bible is provable. Jesus Himself alluded to this in Joh 7:17. It has also been proven mathematically by Ivan Panin. Panin was a turn of the century Russian scholar.

Genesis 1:1 contains the concealed formula for the mathematical constant pi, and John 1:1 (the New Testament creation verse) contains the concealed formula for the Logarithmic function e.

Jesus said that the Kingdom of God has been advancing since the days of John the Baptist and forceful men take it, Matt 11:12.

A supposed contradiction is found in James 4:6.

God’s grace (which saves a person, Eph 2:8) has appeared to all men but to obtain it a person must humble themselves. At the same time, the person must be forceful and determined to humble themselves before God.

It is no wonder unbelievers are hostile towards Christianity. They see the grace of God but cannot obtain it because even though God wants all men to be saved (1 Tim 2:4) unbelievers are unwilling to humble themselves before God.

Unbelievers can understand that denying ungodliness is possible through receiving God’s grace (this is the action of grace, Titus 2 11-12). A person cannot receive God’s grace by doing the things that are right in their own estimation, (Titus 3:5). Only “by faith in Jesus” can a person be acceptable.

So seeing the grace of God is unmerited (all have seen), but receiving God grace is definitely not unmerited, James 4:6. It is not possible for a thing (God’s grace) to be unmerited if a person has to do something (humble themselves) to obtain it.

The concept of how to humble ourselves before God is found in 2 Chronicles 7:14.

2Ch 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

The Bible also says that Christians will judge the world in Psalm

Ps 149:6 ¶ Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand; 7 To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people;

Christians execute judgment by using the two-edged sword. In other words, they speak the word of God.

God makes a distinction between people according to the following verses.

Mal 3:18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.

1 Co 11:19 (BBE) For divisions are necessary among you, in order that those who have God's approval may be clearly seen among you.

This distinction is generally ignored on the basis of doing what is right and fair in the eyes of mankind. This is called self-righteousness or determining what is right based on our individual understandings.

The person doing this exalts Himself and His opinions over the biblical concepts of right and wrong, thus calling Himself God, and doing what is right in His own estimation.

Followers of God can fall prey to this concept of always thinking they are right, Job 32:1. Learning right from wrong is crucial, Heb 5:14.

The concept of “righteousness” does not suggest a state which is conveyed upon a person, which the person thereafter continually occupies. Righteousness is based on actions in each situation.

1 Jo 3:7 (RSV) Little children, let no one deceive you. He who does right is righteous, as he is righteous.

Righteousness is a word describing a person’s behavior based upon what is right in God’s eyes. The first right thing a believer does is believe or have faith as Abraham found in Genesis 15:6 and Romans 4:9.

Ge 15:6 And he believed in Jehovah; and he reckoned it to him for righteousness.

Ro 4:9 ¶ Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness.

In Romans 4:9 Abraham is said to have had faith, and God considered that to be the right thing to do.

Some translations of Romans 4:9 use the word “imputed” instead of the more accurate translation of “reckoned”.

Many errors are avoided in doctrinal interpretation when the word “reckoned” is used instead of “imputed”. The word imputed in our modern language implies that God gave Abraham something He did not already possess. By using the word reckoned it is clearly seen that Abraham possessed faith. God recognized that the Faith which Abraham possessed at the time was the right way to relate to Him.

It is clear to a student of the New Testament that Jesus is the author of faith. Being one with God (Daniel 2:34), the pre-existent Christ also authored Abrahams faith. However, faith can be rejected if the individual chooses to do so. Abraham did not reject the faith offered to Him and this was recognized as the right way to do things.

Jesus summarized the Commandments or Law of God when He spoke in Luke 10:27, describing it as Love for God and neighbor.

For example - As Jesus summarized the Laws of God He referred to the second aspect regarding our actions towards man, by using the words “love your neighbor as yourself” Luke 10:27.

A common question then becomes “who is my neighbor”? Jesus answered this question, but His answer is a little different from common knowledge. Common knowledge would suggest that we are all each other’s neighbors. Jesus however, elevated the concept of a “neighbor”, and said that only the person who shows mercy towards another person can be called a neighbor to that person.

Even a professed God fearing person is not your neighbor if they refuse to have compassion towards you in a time of need. As this is considered, the truths of the Matthew 25:9 must be remembered. The compassion shown need not necessarily leave the person showing mercy in need themselves.

When Jesus commanded Christians to love their enemies (Matt 5:44), He made a distinction in Luke 10:27.

“Loving everyone” (treating them with patience and kindness, 1 Cor 13:4) is not the same thing as “Loving our neighbors as we Love ourselves”.

This is similar to the well-used statement “if you have done it to the least of these” Matt 25:40.

Many charities use this phrase to encourage donations, however it is often misquoted by not incorporating the rest of Jesus statement which includes the words “my brethren”.

Christians are not to treat the believer as they treat the unbeliever through some misguided notion of fairness, Proverbs 26:4 and 5.

If a believer treats an unbeliever as He Himself would like to be treated, the statements of Moses in Genesis 43:32 and Exodus 8:26 should be considered. These verses infer that a believer’s beliefs are incompatible with those of an unbeliever. A believer should not treat an unbeliever as though the unbeliever were a believer.

Matthew 7:12 appears to contradict this conclusion, until it becomes clear that the verse says “whatsoever you would that men do to you”. This means that this command is made by the Lord and directed towards a Christian person who understands the principles found in Mal 3:18. A follower of Christ would not want to be treated like an unbeliever and an unbeliever would not want to be treated like a believer.

Sometimes these two concepts can be misapplied to suggest that Christians are to treat everyone as they would treat Jesus Himself, Matt 25:40. Although this may have the appearance of compassion it is not the truth. This is seen to be false by incorporating the thoughts found in Malachi 3:18.

Being in Christ is a term or condition which begins with faith. When faith comes, a person must continue to obey the Commandments of God in order to remain in Christ as is seen in 2 John 1:9.

2Jo 1:9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

Believers are right with God when they are “In Christ”.

Being “in Christ” is scripturally defined as not transgressing the Law of God (1 John 3:4-6).

When God’s people (who know God’s will) do not distinguish between the people who love God and obey Him and those people who don’t try to obey Him they allow the opinions of unbelievers to influence them. A false compassion can develop within their minds based on faulty concepts of good and evil.

These supporting verses illustrate how God views a person who mistakenly thinks He knows what is right.

De 12:8 Ye shall not do after all the things that we do here this day, every man whatsoever is right in his own eyes.

Job 32:1 ¶ So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes.

Pr 12:15 ¶ The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.

God gives knowledge of the Kingdom of God only to believers and speaks to unbelievers in parables or riddles, Mt 13:11-12. In this way, He conceals completely or limits a person’s access to the truth, Matthew 13:12. Loving truth is a basis of acceptance, Jn 18:37. Of course Jesus is the embodiment of truth, John 14:6.

Joh 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

The grace of God teaches a Christian to deny ungodly behavior, Titus 2:11-12. The process of learning to deny ungodly behavior is called growing in Grace as we see in 2 Peter 3:18.

2 Pe 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever. Amen. (KJV)

As with faith a person can either accept or refuse God’s Grace. The Grace of God is only given to those who humble themselves before God. If a person refuses to do things God’s way the truth of the Gospel of Christ is not made real to them.

God’s grace has appeared to all men,

Tit 2:11 ¶ For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, (KJV)

Seeing something or being aware of it is not the same as receiving it.

Only those who humble themselves before God receive His grace (James 4:6). God’s grace then teaches those who humble themselves, and they can learn to deny ungodliness (Titus 2:11-12).

Jas 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

God’s people must recognize that the parables are not intended to be understood by unbelievers. Therefore, speaking in parables is an ability used by Jesus to conceal the truth of the kingdom of God from unbelievers, Mt 11:25 and Lk 10:21.

Mt 11:25 ¶ At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.

Not recognizing this fact leads to erroneous stances and supposed principles concerning the Second Coming, the Day of the Lord, and other doctrinal constructs.

God reveals His truths to those who make the effort to follow Jesus. This is the reason some people cannot understand the Bible, and it is explained in John 7:17.

Joh 7:17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.

The knowledge of God is only given to those who make the effort to do what God tells them in the Bible.

Contemporary Christian thought has its adherents waiting for what is called a Rapture, which they think is the Day of the Lord/Second Coming of Jesus.

They await a time when unbelievers experience a Great Tribulation which some think they will live thru (mid and post tribulation rapture) and some think they will escape (pre-tribulation rapture).

This is followed by a glorious time when Jesus reigns on earth for 1000 years, and then after that taste of Heaven Satan is released to again cause destruction during which time He is finally and utterly defeated and thrown into the lake of fire.

This is the fantasy that many Christians live in, believing it totally or in part.

1. The restoration of Spiritual Israel in Acts 1:6 refers of the Second Coming of Jesus which is described in Acts 3:19-21.

After His crucifixion Jesus went to prepare a place for us, and He then comes to get us in Acts 3:19-21 when an individual repents of their unbelief.

This happens at conversion when an individual first places their faith in Jesus.

2. There is no rapture. The verses that supposedly refer to this actually refer to the correction of an individual backslidden believer.

3. The Millennium is the 1000 year period of Christs reign in the life of the individual. It is symbolic of the period when the devil is inactive in the believer’s life and they are obedient and do what Jesus wants.

4. The tribulation is what Jesus said would happen if an individual Christian lives "in the world" or lives in a worldly manner, John 16:33. This discipline that follows willful ungodly behavior is actually called “The Day of the Lord”.

The application of each of these concepts to an individual as opposed to a group, solves most of the problems of interpretation.

Misunderstanding these four concepts contributes to Christian confusion.

Daniel 9:24-27 is a timeline of sorts. With 69 of the weeks fulfilled through the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the crucifixion of Jesus. There remains 1 week to go and this is described in verse 27.

Daniel 9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

Jesus will confirm the covenant with many for the entire week.

That confirmation then involves Jesus allowing desolation's. These are the result of the “abomination that causes desolations” or willful sin.

The sacrifice for sin is Jesus, but Jesus will Himself cause this sacrifice to cease.

This means that Christians who sin will no longer seek forgiveness through recognizing and confessing their sinful actions as being sinful.

This is in accord with 2 Thess 2:11-12 which indicate that God will send delusion upon a person so that they can be judged.

2Th 2:11 And for this cause God sendeth them a working of error, that they should believe a lie: (ASV) 12 that they all might be judged who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (ASV)

Willful sin is the abomination that brings desolation.

Jesus will make the person desolate until the consummation, or until the sin is consumed.

In this manner we can see the fulfillment of 1 Cor 11:32.

1Co 11:32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.

These verses illustrate the Grace that God expresses toward mankind as He teaches Jesus followers to deny ungodliness, Titus 2:11-12.

As a consequence of "willful disobedience" an individual will experience discipline or tribulation called the “Day of the Lord”.

Daniel 9:24-27 is a parable concerning the correction of the backslidden condition of the nation of Israel (Christian individual after the Crucifixion).

The discipline/tribulation of the Christian individual ends with a consummation.

Consummation means that something is consumed.

Jesus refers to this consummation as the "end or goal of the age, mentioned in Matthew 24:14.

The thing that is consumed is the sinful behavior, not the Christian, 2 Thess 2:8.

2 Peter 3:12 KJV — Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements (elements or rudiments = sinful tendencies per the following references) shall melt with fervent heat?

Ga 4:3; Ga 4:9; Col 2:8; Col 2:20; 2Pe 3:10; 2Pe 3:12

As Rev 20:5 shows, the dead do not live again until the 1000 period/millennium is fulfilled/achieved, or until they are again obedient to Christ.  The symbolic1000 year period/millennium is then completed/attained. In other words until they stop the willful sin.

The spiritually dead do not experience the resurrected life in Christ again until the 1000 year period/millennium is completed/attained. In other words until they stop the willful sin.

Doctrinal Corrections –

The Second Coming is not the Day of the Lord

The "Day of the Lord" is a period of discipline, Joel 1:15. Joe 1:15 Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come.

The Second Coming occurs when a person repents of unbelief and God the Father sends Jesus, through the agency of the Holy Spirit, and indwells the Believer. Jesus said "It is Finished" in Jn 19:30. This being the case, any Biblical event not recorded in scripture (such as the expected event referred to as Jesus Coming "Bodily" in Clouds) is an addition to the Bible. Heb 9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many, and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. Jesus came to mankind bodily for the first time and was crucified and ascended to Heaven as we are told in Acts 1:11. He then returns on an individual basis through the Holy Spirit as Peter tells us in Acts 3:19-21. In this manner, God, through our repentance, restores (Mt 17:11) the original relationship (lost in the Garden of Eden) between an individual and Himself, Acts 3:19-21. Ac 3:20 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:

The Rapture is an unscriptural addition to the Biblical doctrine. 1 Thess 4:13 through 5:6 actually refers to the Lord descending and correcting a willfully sinful (sleeping) believer. 1Th 4:13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 1Th 5:6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.

Speaking in Tongues is speaking about the "works of God" with spiritual understanding from God. This spiritual insight is not granted to unbelievers, Acts 2:11, Matt 13:10-11. Acts 2:11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. Mt 13:10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? Mt 13:11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them, it is not given.

The communication of these spiritual insights (referred to as speaking in Tongues) begins and includes when Jesus chooses a person and they confess that "Jesus is Lord".

1Co 12:3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost. As the Christian grows in grace their knowledge of the Lord increases. If they desire and develop the gifting, the conversations regarding the "works of the Lord" can result in speaking parables as they did in the cases of Jesus and Isaiah.

Why Delusion -

The church for the most part has been given over to delusion with regard to its predominant doctrinal positions. There is no pie in the sky “rapture” or associated end time fantasies based upon it.

The Second Coming is not the Day of the Lord. Mixing these concepts causes false conclusions. If accepted these fantasies make a Christian ineffective.

These misguided concepts originated in previous generations. When some Christian leaders, among other misconceptions', did not recognize that a parable was not intended to be interpreted literally.

Parables are intended to conceal a literal truth, as Jesus said in Mark 4:11-12.

Mr 4:11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables:

Mr 4:12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.

It is easy for people to forget how completely Holy God is. He charges angels with sin, and He dwells in unapproachable light, 1 Tim 6:16.

In that vein, we should remember that a parable is intended to veil the truth from two kinds of people, unlearned and unbelieving, 1 Cor 14:23.

In the case of the disciplinary application of this truth, this can be referred to as giving a knowledgeable person over to “delusion”, 2 Thess 2:11.

2 Thessalonians 2:11 KJV — And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

A mean-spirited or unloving person is among those who are not going to understand a parable or message in tongues.

Mt 13:12 (RSV) For to him who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away.

Mt 13:13 (RSV) This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.

This veiling of the “word” for judicial discipline, is seen in Isaiah 6:9-10 and Matt 25:29. In those cases knowledge from God is removed from a willfully sinful believer.

Mt 25:29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.

Isa 6:9 ¶ And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

In these cases God gave the Christian over to a strong delusion so that they could be judged for the willful sin and not forgiven.

In addition to a disciplinary action, his restricting of knowledge can be a protection.

If a novice or "unlearned" person in the faith is unable to spiritually digest a certain truth they will not be exposed to that truth, 1 Tim 3:6. God will not allow them to understand the concepts.

Knowledge, if not taught in the proper order can be harmful. This may cause Him to stumble, John 16:12 and Exodus 23:29.

For example, a person should not be taught to drive a car before they can walk.

Ex 23:29 I will not drive them out from before thee in one year; lest the land become desolate, and the beast of the field multiply against thee.

John 16:12 KJV — I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.

Joh 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

Christians are not instantly taught the truths of scripture by the Spirit of God. We are involved in a growth process. We are being conformed to the image of Christ incrementally not instantly, 2 Cor 3:18.

2Co 3:18 (RSV) And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

Future generations have so greatly revered teachers of previous generations that they have, in some cases, been prevented from experiencing further growth.

Misguided doctrinal positions have been adhered to tenaciously. Lack of Biblical study has furthered this condition.

This delusion/misunderstanding has became entrenched. It was adopted by future generations without much testing (1 Thess 5:21) or resistance. As has happened in past generations, the study of tradition has replaced Bible study in these cases.

Most of the religious leaders don’t even recognize that they are deluded at this point.

It is however, clearly obvious, and scripturally provable, without extensive effort.

For example the “rapture” is seen to be a delusion simply by the inclusion of 1 Thess 5:7 into the doctrinal mix. In that verse the condition of “sleeping” is seen to be voluntary.

The Day of the Lord is clearly not the same thing as the Second coming. The simple difference in these two terms should make any rational student aware of this.

Jesus will not return physically. He ascended on high to fill all things, Eph 4:10. This is also elementary.

Eph 4:10 (RSV) He who descended is he who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)

The New Testament records His ascension and return thru the Holy Spirit.

Jesus is seen to go to heaven in Acts 1:9 and returns in Acts 3:20.

He only comes to those who love his appearing, 2 Tim 4:8.

2Ti 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

How can His appearance be physical if only believers will see it, Heb 9:28?

Heb 9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

The references to His Coming in the “Day” of judgment are not the appearances of Jesus in person, but through His instruments of indignation, as an example shows in Is 19:1.

Isa 19:1 ¶ The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it.

The “tongues” debacle is also easily discounted by including Acts 2:11. Those who spoke in tongues had conversations regarding the “works of God”. As we are told in Mark 4:11 the mysteries of God are only revealed to Christians. This is all clear from scripture, but “Babylon” or confusion lacks clear scriptural understanding.

Our spiritual leaders are deluded because they don’t know the scriptures. They are however well versed in their respective traditions.

La 1:10 The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her pleasant things: for she hath seen that the heathen entered into her sanctuary, whom thou didst command that they should not enter into thy congregation.

The Lord’s pattern is to deliver spiritually drunken leadership over to deception when they are seen to be “Men of Sin”, Isaiah 28:7 and 2 Thess 2:3.

This delusion originally happened generations ago and should no longer be tolerated.

So how do we come out of this?

Joe 2:17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?
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Heb 9:28 -

So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

The Christian Life begins at conversion when Jesus appears for the second of the two stated purposes that we see in Hebrews 9:28. As everyone knows however, He only appears or makes Himself real to believers who look for Him. To unbelievers the Christian life is foolishness, 1 Cor 2:14.

Hebrews chapter nine verse twenty-eight forms the basis for the concept of the Second Coming. There are many suppositions about the Second Coming, however in this verse we find the bible defining it. The Second Coming of Christ is the appearance of Jesus that deals with salvation.

There are two visitations or appearances mentioned in this verse and the first occurred when Jesus came as a sacrificial lamb to take away sin. This was culminated on the cross when He was crucified to atone for the sins of those who follow Him. The cross marks His first coming or appearance. Jesus next appearance is then naturally called the second. The Second Coming of Christ is referred to in Acts 3:19-21.

Acts 3:19-21 -

19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;

20 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:

21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.

There are questions that must be answered concerning this concept of the Second Coming of Christ.

The first difficulty is found in Philippians 2:10-11 -

Philippians 2:10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

These verses allude to Jesus absolute authority. Every person is subject to His authority whether they are a believer or unbeliever their lives unfold in accordance with the two greatest commandments and their obedience to them, Matt 22:36-40.

Mt 22:36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law?

37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

38 This is the first and great commandment.

39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Jesus commandment to “love” or as the bible defines love to be “patient and kind” (1 Cor 13:4) forms the basis upon which all activity on earth is governed. God judges every person based upon their conformity to this command. The reward for obedience to this command takes the form of the kingdom of God, which consists of the spiritual attributes of righteousness (the ability to do what is right) Joy and peace in the Holy Spirit, Rm 14:17.

Said another way, the person who abides in the Kingdom of God (abides in Christ or obeys Him, 2 Jn 1:9) always does what is right with a Joyful and peaceful heart. The penalty for refusal to adopt this attitude of patience and kindness results in a lack of these same spiritual rewards or attributes being given to the person.

Philippians 2:10 does not suggest that everyone on earth will allow Jesus to be their Lord and tell them how to live their lives, the verse implies that they “should” do so.

Jesus Second appearance or Coming is not a universal occurrence that happens to everyone at one time. Jesus discloses the reality of His Lordship only to those who look for His appearing with anticipation. As can be seen in Hebrews 9:28 He appears only to those who “look for Him”. John 3:16 tells us that those who do not look for Jesus will perish.

Another difficulty is found in the understanding of the word restitution in Acts 3:21.

Jesus is said in Acts 3:21 to remain in Heaven until the restitution or restoration of all things.

This apparent problem is resolved through a comparison of Acts 3:21 and Matthew 17:11. The Greek words respectively translated “restitution” and “restore” in the verses mentioned suggest the same thing, the restoration of “all things”.

Matthew 17:11 -

11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things.

John the Baptist restored all things according to Matt 17:11, and He preached “repentance”.

This illustrates that repentance (initially from unbelief) is the point when Jesus comes into an individual’s heart.

This concept should be seen in conjunction with the statement that all things need to be restored in Acts 3:21.

This correlation shows us that the restoration of the relationship between God and mankind begins with “repentance”, which was the focus of John the Baptists ministry.

The misunderstood purgatory concept refers to the release from Hell in Matthew 5:26 and Luke 12:59. These verses do indicate a release from Hell, but the release happens during this life and not after death as is sometimes thought.
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After Jesus comes into the Hearts of believers God begins to conform the Christian into the image of Christ. He does this through the process referred to as His Grace. This is called being saved from the wrath of God which is directed against sin, Rm 1:18.

This is accomplished through judgment which is based upon our individual obedience to the command to Love. God teaches us through His grace what is right in His eyes and what is not right.

Humility before God is the basis for receiving God’s grace, James 4:6.

Jas 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

After a Christian humbles themselves before Jesus they place themselves in a position where God can teach them to deny ungodly activity, Titus 2:11-12. He begins the salvation process which can be referred to as “receiving the Grace of God”, by grace we are saved, Eph 2:8.

The grace of God teaches a person to abstain from ungodliness in other words “to abstain from sin”. We know the wrath or anger of God is revealed against all ungodliness, Romans 1:18.

The comparison of Romans 1:18 and Titus 2:11-12 clarify the salvation process.

Ro 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; (KJV)

Tit 2:11 ¶ For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

By teaching a person to deny ungodly activity the appearance of Jesus is brought about as the next verse in Titus 2 illustrates.

Tit 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

Our hope of Glory is “Christ in us” (Col 1:27), and that is facilitated by God’s grace.

In Titus 2:13 the word translated as “Looking for” is the Strong’s Concordance Greek word numbered 4327. This Greek word suggests a receiving or motion into something. Which is of course the “image of Christ”, Rm 8:29.

Tit 2:14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works

Galatians 4:19 summarizes this concept well.

Ga 4:19 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you.

Progressively forming the image of Jesus in His followers.

So, to summarize the last concept, we Humble ourselves before God and do what He says and through His grace He teaches us to deny ungodliness, thus forming the image of His Son in Jesus followers. This is the progressive nature of the Second Coming of Christ.

The misunderstanding of 2 Corinthians 5:10 is one of the reasons people think that we live our lives and then are judged by God after death. The verse actually says that we appear before Christ and receive our due, or what Jesus determines that our behavior calls for while we are in the body.

We receive our due “in” or more accurately “through” the body.

The Kingdom of God is the ability to do the right thing, it is being Joyful and Peaceful in the Holy Spirit as Romans 14:17 shows. The presence or lack of these attributes (Our Promised Land) while we are in the body is the means by which our deficiency/sin is made apparent to us, Micah 6:13.

This also suggests that the judgment seat of Christ is during this present life.

Mic 6:13 Therefore I have begun to smite you, making you desolate because of your sins.

God does not wait until after we die to judge our behavior because He desires our correction and not our condemnation, 2 Pet 3:9. Therefore we are swiftly judged while in this life and body, so that once the judgment is recognized we have an opportunity to correct any sinful behavior (1 Cor 11:32). The “Day of the Lord” is the scriptural term used to refer to these points of judgment or evaluation.

At various points in our lives God judges or evaluates the believer in accordance with their progress towards developing the ability to Love, 1 Cor 11:32. The Bible calls these evaluation points “Days of the Lord”.

This judgement does not come as a flood as it did in the days of Noah but comes as (Hell) fire, 2 Pet 3:6-7.

2Pe 3:6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:

2Pe 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

Hell (fire) is referred to as the place or condition which the Devil and His angels inhabit, Matt 25:41.

As in the case of Job, God uses the Devil and His angels (Hell) to bring about the judgment or evaluation of a Christian. This is done to teach them to deny ungodly activity in the future.

This application of God’s judgment or evaluation is how God’s grace conforms believers to the likeness of Christ.

Mt 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: (KJV)

The Devil comes to steal kill and destroy, so being sent to the place where He and His demons exist means that what a person has will be taken away, and He will suffer loss. That loss can be physical of course but since this discussion involves the formation of Christ in the believer most of the loss will be of a spiritual nature.

When, as a disciplinary measure, a Christian is delivered into the presence of the Devil and his angels He remains there until He corrects the behavior that moved Jesus to send Him there in the first place, (Mt 5:26).

Mt 5:26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.

Every Christian is in the process of being taught to be righteous, joyful, and peaceful in the Holy Spirit. They are being taught to inherit the promised nature of Christ.

Hence, we have every Christian being conformed to the image of Christ simultaneously. Each at various levels of either success or failure. Added into this concept we must recognize that God does not deal with every negative aspect of a person immediately. This can be seen through Deut 7:22. God drives out the enemies of our Spirit as we become Spiritually strong enough to maintain the progress we have made.

The point of judgment or evaluation that the scripture refers to as the Day of the Lord is literally discipline overseen by Jesus, and administered by the Devil. This discipline is of course for the ultimate benefit of the individual Christian.

Jesus can in this circumstance be called the Lion (devourer) of the tribe of Judah. Since He is the one who oversees the discipline of His followers, 1 Cor 11:32.

2Pe 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens (ones dwelling in Heaven) shall pass away (the ways of God are neglected through transgression, Lk 15:29) with a great noise, and the elements (elemental or carnal things) shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

In Luke 15:29 the Strong’s word number 3928, commonly translated as “pass away” is used to indicate the “neglecting of a duty” or simply as “disobedience/transgression”.

Lu 15:29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed (passed away from or neglected thy commandment, 3829) I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: (KJV)

2Pe 3:11 ¶ Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, (KJV)

The elemental or carnal aspects (transgressions) of the believer (one dwelling in Heaven) are melted or done away with (dissolved) through the application of discipline.

This discipline happens to the individual Christian during a specific point in time, and this point of evaluation is referred to as the Day of the Lord.

Mt 24:50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,

Mt 24:51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Jesus Himself in one brief statement in Matt 24:28 summarized when the Day of the Lord would occur.

Mt 24:28 Wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.

A carcase is a dead body or a Christian who has been involved in willful sin.

Col 2:13 And you, being dead through your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, you, I say, did he make alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses;

The eagles (vultures in some translations) are the demons or thieves that carry out the discipline/evaluation that Jesus allows on the Day of the Lord, as is seen in 2 Pet 3:10.

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief; in the which the "heavens shall pass away" with a great noise (this indicates a backslidden condition), and the "elements" (elemental things or worldly/earthly behaviors) shall be dissolved with fervent heat, and the earth and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

This shows how Jesus thru the judgment/evaluation called the Day of the Lord, purifies His people.

In this way the condemnation seen in 1 Cor 11:32 is avoided.

1Co 11:32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.

The Day of the Lord is similar to the Old Testament concept of “Passing under the Rod”, found in Eze 20:37.

Eze 20:37 And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant:

Jesus could say that He did not know when these times would happen because they are disciplinary events that occur as needed to improve behavior.

Mt 24:36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.
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​2 Timothy 2:18
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King James 2 Timothy 2:18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.

This verse is important because it refers to the resurrection of Christ, and how Jesus followers identify with or imitate His resurrection.

Most versions of the Bible say that the doctrinal error referred to in 2 Tim 2:18 suggests that the resurrection of the believer is past or has happened already.

It is important to see how the resurrection is described in the Bible, before touching on the error that this verse refers to.

In Romans 6:4-6 we see that the person identifying with the resurrection of Jesus has died to sin. The believer’s identification with Jesus resurrection happens when they walk in newness of life, being free from sin.

Ro 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Ro 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:

Ro 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

Paul condemns the errors of Hymenaeus and Alexander in 2 Tim 2:18. Then in verse 19 He encourages the believers to refrain from sin.

Paul progressed from condemning the behavior of Hymenaeus and Alexander in verse 18 to recommending the correct behavior in verse 19. Romans 6:6 describes the resurrection as not serving sin while in the body, or walking in newness of life.

It can be concluded that the error of Hymenaeus and Alexander was that they did not encourage believers to stop sinning as Paul did in 2 Tim 2:19.

Far from being “over or past already” the resurrection as described in Rom 6:6 maintains the necessity of departing from iniquity or sin. Not sinning is the imitation of the resurrection of Christ. This is the believer’s proper response as they cooperate with the instruction of God’s grace (Titus 2:11-12) and abstain from ungodliness or sin.

It is thought that the error of Hymenaeus and Alexander was a part of the Gnostic belief system, which taught that a person did not have free will, and therefore could not stop sinning.

In this belief system, they taught that the person’s Spirit was pure.

However, while a person’s spirit was in a flesh body they were incapable of departing from iniquity. They thought that while in the body a person was destined to continue in sin. This was the specific doctrinal error referred to.

Therefore, the resurrection which emphasized departing from iniquity (refer to 2 Tim 2:19) was not possible.

The resurrection or the constant abstention from sin mentioned in 2 Timothy 2:18 is also mentioned by Paul in Philippians 3:10-13. The Resurrection is here referred to as “conforming to Jesus Death” to sin, in order to attain to the resurrection.

Paul states in Romans 6:10 that the death Jesus died was a death to sin.

Ro 6:10 For the death that he died, he died unto sin once: but the life that he liveth, he liveth unto God. (ASV)

Simultaneous to the death to sin is the attaining to the Resurrection.

New American Standard Philippians 3:10 that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11. in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 12. Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,

Wanting to attain to the power of Jesus resurrection (verse 10) and being conformed to the death of Christ is a reference to the death to sin.

Paul was not telling His students that he wanted to die physically in Philippians 3:10-13. He is telling them that He wanted to stop sinning (the first resurrection) so that he might attain or arrive at the resurrection from the dead.

Looking at verses 10 and 11 this becomes clear —

(Verse 10) Paul wanted to know the power of Jesus resurrection ... (Verse 11) In order that He might attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Notice that in verse 10 Paul wanted to know the power of Christ’s resurrection while He was living. He wanted to walk in newness of life as Romans 6:4 states.

This illustrates that he was referring to the resurrection from the condition of being dead in sin.

This means that Paul wanted to die to sin... In order that he may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Just as an aside, notice here that Paul was “working in order to attain” the righteousness which is through faith (verse 9). This means that faith grows and is something to be attained or worked towards, from faith to faith, Rm 1:17. This effectively refutes the notion that Christians do not have to work for their resurrection from the condition of being dead in sin. Just confessing that we are the righteousness of God in Christ (1 Cor 1:30) is not enough, we must work to cooperate with God’s grace and deny ungodliness, John 6:29.

In the context of these verses it is clear that Paul is speaking of dying to the sinful fleshly motivations (verse 10) while He was still alive. Seeking to attain to the resurrection from being dead in sin is then the equivalent of struggling against sin (suffering in the flesh, 1 Pet 4:1) in order to maintain faith and deny ungodliness, and this is considered work, Phil 2:12. This is standing in the grace of God, Romans 5:2 and Eph 6:13.

Paul’s reference to the “fellowship of Jesus suffering’s” in Phil 3:10 is clarified when seen in the light of 1 Peter 4:1. He that has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin. 1 Peter 4:1 indicates that the concept here referred to as “suffering” refers to the discomfort experienced when attempting to cease from sin, or deny ungodly activity, Titus 2:11-12.

Receiving the Grace of God necessarily involves the suffering a person experiences as they attempt to refrain from sin. Most of us will not have to resist sin/disobedience to the point of shedding blood, Heb 12:4. As can be seen Jesus did resist to this point, Lk 22:44.

Applying these thoughts to 2 Timothy 2:18 and the words “past already”, it is seen that the first resurrection is not past. Which was the error that Paul attributed to Hymenaeus and Alexander.

The falsehood being taught by some and being discouraged by the Apostle was that the resurrection was ended.

The very opposite is true, in that the resurrection continues and can be defined as a progression that occurs during the individual’s lifetime. The individual throughout their lifetime is encouraged to become as free from sin as they can.

The first resurrection (from the death caused by sin) continues throughout a person’s life as Paul refers to when he says that He continues to press on or reach forward, Philippians 3:13. Paul here states that He continues to seek to be resurrected from sin and to become dead to it, as Jesus Himself was dead to sin.

- New American Standard Philippians 3:13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead.

The wording laid hold of "it", as used in Philippians 3:12, refers to laying hold of the complete resurrection from the state of being dead in sin. This is referred to by Paul as becoming perfect or mature.

Php 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,
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