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​Chapter One – Welcome to Seedcrest
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The car rumbled down the endless two-lane road, heat shimmering above the cracked pavement. Windows rolled halfway, and the warm air carried in the sound of cicadas buzzing in the trees. Inside the sedan, Jenna Walker hugged her backpack close to her chest, staring out the window at rolling fields and patches of woods.

A sun-faded wooden sign leaned at an angle ahead, paint peeling but words still legible:

WELCOME TO SEEDCREST – A GOOD PLACE TO CALL HOME.

Her dad drummed the steering wheel with two fingers, humming along to a staticy cassette that warped in and out of tune. He glanced at her with a quick smile.

MR. WALKER: “Jenna, I know this is a new experience for you, but trust me—you’re gonna make new friends and fit in. Just give it time.”

Jenna gave a small nod but kept her eyes forward. New town. New people. Same weight pressing in her chest.

They crossed into town slowly. Seedcrest wasn’t big—just a cluster of streets lined with brick buildings, faded awnings, and signs that looked like they’d been there since the 70s. The town square came into view: a gas station, a hardware store with sun-faded posters in the window, and the two brightest places side by side—Dale’s Diner with its flickering red neon sign, and next door, Frosty Scoop Ice Cream Parlor, painted in cheerful pastel blues and pinks.

Her dad pulled into the lot, gravel crunching under the tires.

MR. WALKER: “How about you grab something sweet? I’ll get us settled inside the diner.”

Jenna hesitated, then pulled her backpack strap tighter and pushed open the car door. Heat washed over her as she stepped onto the gravel. The parlor door jingled as she pushed it open—

—and walked right into an argument.

Behind the counter, a girl in her twenties with purple streaks in her hair brandished an ice cream scoop like a weapon.

RAVEN: “Jason! I told you I wasn’t opening this place by myself again!”

The boy behind her—tall, messy hair, apron already streaked with chocolate—just shrugged, grabbing for cones stacked by the machine.

JASON: “Relax, Raven. Doors were stuck. Not my fault.”

The parlor wasn’t crowded, but three teens stood in line, waiting. All of them turned when Jenna stepped inside.

The first was tall, leaning back on his heels with a baseball cap turned backwards and an easy smirk—Tyler Cruz.

Next, a wiry boy with serious eyes, his backpack bulging with books, a notebook sticking out from the side—Ethan Ryan.

Last, a girl leaning against the counter, arms folded, curls tucked behind her ear, her grin sharp and playful—Riley Diaz.

TYLER: “Guess Seedcrest just got bigger. You new here?”

Jenna is forcing her backpack around her hand.

JENNA: “...Yeah. Just got in today.”
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