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Like all of my writing projects I compile a list of who I want to do research on.  I created a list of about a dozen lady racers who I felt contributed to the sport over the years.  Just like all of those previous projects I ended up adding to the list as my research unlocked more information.  This book was no exception.  It was a great journey of finding out about people from long ago and also contemporary figures.  Before you begin, I have added some lesser-known information about the subject at hand.  Enjoy.

The first automobile race was held in France.  It was on July 22, 1894 and contested from the city of Paris to Rouen.  The first car to reach the finish was a De Dion steam powered auto, which also used a person to stoke the fire.  This was forbidden by the rules, so the next vehicle to arrive was a Peugeot and this was declared the winner.  The first US race was in Chicago in November 1895.  The winning car was a Duryea driven by its inventor James Frank Duryea of Massachusetts.

Who was the first US woman to receive a license to operate an automobile.  Some say it was Anne Rainsford French in 1900.  She was granted a steam engineer’s license which allowed her to operate a “four wheeled vehicle powered by steam or gas.”  It occurred in Washington DC, the nation’s capital, on March 22, 1900.  Her family lived in the Capital Hill neighborhood and her father was a physician.  The fee for the license was $3.  The Washington Post newspaper wrote an article, quite offensive by today’s standards, about her stating that “she is of medium height, plump and pretty, with a dazzling complexion and fathomless blue eyes.  Her shoulders are absolutely flawless from an artistic point of view.”  Her younger brothers, Rainsford and Morrison, teasingly called her “Old Fathomless.”  Anne’s male friends liked to ride along in the two-seater too.

In January of the same year the city made it mandatory for anyone wanting to operate a steam vehicle to pass an exam.  Nearly two thirds of all applicants didn’t pass but Anne did.  Her vehicle of choice was a Locomobile which was founded in 1899 and located in Watertown, Massachusetts.  It had pneumatic tires, a leather dashboard, a “gong” for a horn, a place in the front to hitch a horse into it if need be, was painted black, and priced at $600.  Unfortunately, the brakes didn’t work when the steamer was put in reverse gear.

The Locomobile company built small steam powered automobiles until 1903, then switched to gasoline luxury cars until being bought out in 1922.  In 1908 a Locomobile won the Vanderbilt Cup race to become the first US automaker to win an international race.  That car was driven by George Robertson.

Anne wanted to drive the car very badly.  She argued that while her father was attending to patients in their homes, the steam auto would lose pressure and have to take a few minutes to build back up.  But if Anne could drop him off then she could drive around the neighborhood and keep the steam pressure up.  Also, if the car’s boiler ran dry, then she could stand guard while her father retrieved some water.  Dad had one stipulation and that was that Anne would have to learn all about the auto including tearing down, naming all of the parts, and then reassembling it.  She did it easily.

French, born in 1878 in Concord, Massachusetts, married Walter Meigs Bush in 1903.  They moved to Springfield, Missouri but there were no cars there at that time.  Then they moved to Baltimore, Maryland ten years later and her husband bought a Paige automobile that only he drove.  He once told her “Driving is a man’s business; women shouldn’t be soiled by machinery.”  She would reply “Yes Walter” while reminding her husband and two children about her place in automotive history.

Her uncle Daniel Chester French was a famous sculptor.  Anne posed for him and became the inspiration for an angel in a Boston cemetery among other projects.  She died, exactly one year before US President John F. Kennedy was assassinated, on November 22, 1962 in her native state.  Mrs. Bush is buried in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery in her hometown, sharing a plot with her husband who died in 1928.  The caption on her headstone says “The first woman licensed to drive an automobile in America.”

Some claim a Chicago woman, Mrs. John Howell Phillips, was actually the first licensed woman driver, in 1899, by a few months over Miss French.  Not much is known about her story.

Genevre Delphine Mudge was born in 1881.  She may well have been the very first licensed woman driver when she was granted one in New York state in 1898.  Her vehicle was a Waverly electric automobile she used on the mean streets of New York City.  The Waverly was originally called the American Electric Vehicle Company of Chicago before merging with the Indiana Bicycle Company in 1898.
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