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 DEDICATION


This is the seventh book that I have written
(including Chewing the Daily Cud Volumes 1—3) and the dedication is
to the one who has been a part of my life since 1969 and is still
the one who inspires me, encourages me and laughs at my jokes, even
when they are not funny. Even when she groans at my jokes, it
sounds likes she laughs. This book is dedicated to my wife of 45
years, Brenda Sue Boyd.

As with each book, the co-dedication goes to my
son Phillip who, for 28 years—as of the time of this writing—has
inspired me to live my faith out loud. I stand back amazed as he
continues to grow into a man. I also dedicate this to the woman
whom God has brought into his life, his wife, Jamie Boyd. They just
celebrated their first anniversary. May they both grow into a man
and woman of God.



 INTRODUCTION


This book is dedicated to the daily grazing in
the field of the Word of God. As we not only graze in this
wonderful field, we also ruminate on the Word; and like the cow
chewing the cud—one of the many ruminant animals—we ruminate on the
feast of this Word. According to Dictionary.com, the word
ruminate means:

To chew the cud as a ruminant

To meditate or muse; ponder

To chew again over and over

To meditate over and over; ponder

The cud that is being chewed is defined
again by Dictionary.com as:

The portion of food that a ruminant returns
from the first stomach to the mouth to chew a second time.

Partially digested food regurgitated from
the first stomach of cattle and other ruminants to the mouth for a
second chewing

To reflect or think over something.

I first discovered the concept of chewing
the cud, a.k.a. ruminating, when I was reading from the
book of Joshua.

“This book of the law shall not depart from your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may
careful to do according to all that is written in it, for then you
will make yourself prosperous and then you will have good
success.”

(Joshua 1:8 NASB)

The Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible
(Strong’s) brings out the Hebrew meaning of the word
mediate as:

MEDITATE: hâgâh
(haw-gaw')= to murmur (in
pleasure or anger); by implication to ponder: - imagine,
meditate, mourn, mutter, roar, X sore, speak, study, talk, utter.
(Strong’s)

That surely implies that if we want to have
prosperity and good success then we must do more than just a
cursory reading of the Word of God. I am thinking that this
‘prosperity’ and ‘good success,’ in light of the Scriptures, is
more than attaining stuff and succeeding in life. For me, biblical
prosperity and good success are defined as:

Prosperity: Having enough to meet my needs
with an overflow to meet other’s needs.

Good Success: Accomplishing the purposes of
God in my life.

These two things are hinged on me taking the
Word of God and:

Muttering under my breath

Pondering

Imaging

Meditating

Mourning/Groaning

Roaring

Speaking

Talking

Uttering

It is my hope that this book of Daily Cud will
help you to focus on the Word of God and set you into the motion of
meditating and ruminating on the Word of God. That it will be part
of the process of renewing your mind by keeping it on the Spirit,
where there is life and peace, and off of the flesh, where there is
death.

Instead of one, thick book of 365 readings for
the year, this devotional will be divided into four volumes of
three months’ worth each. They will include readings from the Old
Testament, the New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs, or—as I like to
call them—Pro-Verbs. The length of the readings will vary.
Initially, there will be multiple readings from Genesis as we get
into the pattern of working through the year with a new book in the
pattern. Occasionally, as the Spirit leads, we may go to another
book. Hopefully, by the end of the year, we will have gleaned an
overview of God speaking to humankind.

Rodney-isms

As you are reading through this collection of
devotions, you may come across words or phrases that are new to
your vernacular. These are what we call Rodney-isms. Here is a
guide for understanding them.

When we mention the Ruminator Class (Sunday
School class) we are talking about a group of people who take the
Word of God and begin to meditate or ruminate on it like a cow
chews the cud. The cow will eat food, chew it, swallow it through
four stomachs and then regurgitated the food back in form of a cud
and begin to chew it. They tend to look like they are meditating or
ruminating as they chew.

The word Pro-Verbs is taken from the book
of Proverbs, one of the books of wisdom in the Old Testament. I
wrote a 31-day devotional on the 31 chapters of Proverbs that looks
at the teachings of positive action between a father and son. I
call these Pro-Verbs because Pro = positive and Verb = an
action word; thus, Pro-Verbs or Positive-Action.

When I am talking about a man or a woman, I
distinguish between them by calling them man or
wo-man. When I talk about human beings in general, I call
them hu-mans in keeping with the distinguishing
differences.

Big S and little s is what I use
to distinguish The Holy Spirit (Big S) from the human spirit
(little s). For example, in Genesis we see that the Spirit of God
(Big S) was hovering over the dark waters. Later, we see in the
book of Proverbs (Pro-Verbs) that the spirit of man (little s) is
the lamp of the Lord.

Whenever you read satan or devil,
I will not capitalize these names because I don't feel they deserve
the recognition. While satan may be a proper name and is
given a capital S in the Bible, I try to make the point that,
compared to God—to Whom I give a big G—is much greater than satan,
who is known as the god (little g) of this world. (2 Corinthians
4:4) Another aspect of the devil is I call him d-evil. He is evil
and again it is just another way I choose not to show respect to
him. An interesting little note is that if you turn evil
around, it spells live.

I hope this insight on various Rodney-isms
enhances your reading pleasure.

Rodney Boyd

2017



 DAY 1


ATTITUDINAL ADJUSTMENT

“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also
in Christ Jesus.”

(Philippians 2:5)

ATTITUDE/LET THIS MIND:
phroneō (fron-eh'-o)=From G5424;
to exercise the mind, that is, entertain or
have a sentiment or opinion; by implication to
be (mentally) disposed (more or less earnestly in a
certain direction); intensively to interest oneself in (with
concern or obedience): - set the affection on, (be) care (-ful),
(be like-, + be of one, + be of the same, + let this) mind (-ed,
regard, savour, think. G5424: phrēn (frane)=Probably
from an obsolete φράω phraō (to
rein in or curb; the midrif (as a
partition of the body), that is, (figuratively and by
implication of sympathy) the feelings (or sensitive nature;
by extension [also in the plural] the mind or cognitive
faculties): - understanding. (Strong’s)

Everyone has an attitude. Some are better than
others, in that some have a good attitude while others have a bad
attitude. Our attitudes are linked to our mindset. What we think
and what we believe is manifest in our words and our actions which
reflects our attitudes. We have used a quote throughout this
devotional and we will use it again.

“Unrestrained thoughts (what we think/our
attitude) produces unrestrained words (what we say) resulting in
unrestrained actions.”

(Unknown)

I like the way the King James Version put it
when it uses the phrase, “Let this mind…” That word ‘let’ speaks of
how our attitudes can be directed by us allowing or letting it
happen.

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus”

(Philippians 2:5 KJV)

Sometimes there is a resistance to an attitude
being changed because it goes against the grain of our flesh. The
only way that we can have a mind change is by renewing the
mind.

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may be able to
prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable
and perfect.”

(Romans 12:2)

RENEW: anakainōsis (an-ak-ah'ee-no-sis)=From G341; renovation: - renewing. G341:
anakainoō (an-ak-ahee-no'-o)= to renovate (to restore to
good condition; make new or as if new again; repair; to
reinvigorate; refresh; revive): - renew. (Strong’s)

This attitudinal adjustment of the mind and
developing a new mindset is determined by where you mind is
set.

“For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the
mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on
the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to
the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; and those who are
in the flesh cannot please God.”

(Romans 8:6-8)

“The steadfast of mind Thou will keep in perfect
peace because it is stayed on (He trusts
in) Thee.”

(Isaiah 26:3, addition mine)

To have the same attitude that was in Christ
Jesus, you must have the same mind as Christ Jesus, because the
attitude flows from the mind. As we renew our minds to the Word, we
begin to have the mind of Christ.

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he
should instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ.”

(1 Corinthians 2:16)

Another aspect of this attitudinal adjustment is
that it is adjusted by faith. We saw in Romans 8:6-8, that death or
life and peace are found in the attitude. The mind set on the flesh
has a hostile attitude towards God, but the mind set on the Spirit
enters into life and peace and pleases God with no attitude of
hostility. Faith comes into the mix because without we cannot
please God.

“And without faith is it impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is
a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

(Hebrews 11:6)

In Philippians 2:3-8, we see the attitude of
Christ which is our template for our attitudinal adjustment.

Do nothing from selfishness

Do nothing from empty conceit

Do everything with humility of mind

Regard one another as more important than
himself

Do not merely look out for your own personal
interests

Also look for the interest of others

Although Jesus existed in the form of God, He did
not regard equality a thing to be grasped. We did not exist in the
form of God, but we have God dwelling within us so we don’t need to
be grasping our spirituality as a thing to be grasped.

Empty ourselves

Take on the form of a bond-servant

Identify with mankind

Humble ourselves

Become obedient to the point of death as we die to
ourselves daily and live unto Him.

PRAYER: Father, thank You for Your Word
so I can renew my mind to line up with what You are thinking and
then do what You, Jesus, did in obedience to the Father and
manifesting Your Kingdom and will on earth as it is in heaven to
others. Amen.



 DAY 2


MARKED INIQUITIES

“If Thou, Lord should mark iniquities, O Lord who
could stand?”

(Psalm 130:3)

MARK: shâmar
(shaw-mar')=A primitive root;
properly to hedge about (as with thorns), that is,
guard; generally to protect, attend to, etc.:
- beware, be circumspect, take heed (to self), keep (-er, self),
mark, look narrowly, observe, preserve, regard, reserve, save
(self), sure, (that lay) wait (for), watch (-man).
(Strong’s)

INIQUITIES: ‛âvôn
‛âvôn (aw-vone',
aw-vone')=From H5753;
perversity, that is, (moral) evil: - fault, iniquity,
mischief, punishment (of iniquity), sin. H5753:
‛âvâh (aw-vaw')=A
primitive root; to crook, literally or figuratively: - do
amiss, bow down, make crooked, commit iniquity, pervert, (do)
perverse (-ly), trouble, X turn, do wickedly, do wrong.
(Strong’s)

Santa Claus has a list and he is checking it
twice, he’s gonna find out who is naughty or nice, because on
December twenty fifth, he is coming to town; or at least that’s
what the song says.

Sometimes, Christians feel as if they need to
keep track of people’s sins with a mental list of their iniquities.
As soon as someone falls into sin or backslides, out comes the list
with another checkmark beside the sinner’s name. In 2 Corinthians
5:16-19, we see that when we were sinners/workers of iniquity, God
reconciled us to Himself through Christ. We did not deserve it, but
we got it. Then we were given a ministry, without going to a Bible
School or Seminary. We were given the ministry of reconciliation.
God not only gave us this ministry, but defined exactly what that
ministry entailed.

“Now all these things are from God, who
reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the
world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.”

(2 Corinthians 5:18-19)

Marking iniquities and counting trespasses
against people is not a God thing but a legalistic man thing.

The people who were approaching Jerusalem to the
Temple were singing fifteen Songs of Ascent to worship the Lord.
They knew they were sinners needing forgiveness, and knew that the
Lord could mark their iniquities (count their trespasses against
them), and knew that if He did, they could not stand. In contrast
to that, they transition with the word “but.”

“But there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou
may be feared.”

(Psalm130:4)

Thank God for the word “but.” Thank God for
forgiveness. His forgiveness and true fear lets us to realize His
mercy, His love, His redemption.

FORGIVENESS: selı̂ychâh
(sel-ee-khaw')=From H5545; pardon: - forgiveness, pardon. H5545:
sâlach (saw-lakh')=A primitive root; to forgive: -
forgive, pardon, spare. (Strong’s)

FEAR: yârê'
(yaw-ray')=A primitive root; to
fear; morally to revere; causatively to frighten:
- affright, be (make) afraid, dread (-ful), (put in) fear
(-ful, -fully, -ing). (be had in) reverence (-end), X see, terrible
(act, -ness, thing). (Strong’s)

This combination of forgiveness and fear
(reverence) of the Lord bring hope.

“I wait for the Lord, my soul does wait, and in
His Word do I hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than the
watchmen for the morning; indeed, more than the watchmen for the
morning.”

(Psalm130:5-6)

HOPE: yâchal
(yaw-chal')=A primitive root; to
wait; by implication to be patient, hope: -
(cause to, have, make to) hope, be pained, stay, tarry, trust,
wait. (Strong’s)

Here is the formula for Hope: Forgiveness + Fear
of the Lord= Hope.

As they approached Jerusalem and the Temple the
people were anticipating with confident expectation (hope) for the
coming forgiveness through the coming sacrifices. We can have hope
now, knowing that the sacrifice and forgiveness has already been
done once for all. Israel was called to hope in the Lord. Why?

With the Lord there is lovingkindness

With Him (the Lord) there is abundant redemption

The Lord will redeem Israel from all his
iniquities.

The Good News (the Gospel…the death, burial,
resurrection of Jesus) is that He has done the same for you and
me.

PRAYER: Lord, thank You that my confident
expectation (hope) is underscored by my faith (substance of things
not seen) and I am redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. Amen.



 DAY 3


FRUIT AND DEEDS

“A man will be satisfied with good by the fruit
of his words, and the deeds of a man’s hand will return to
him.”

(Pro-Verbs 12:14)

FRUIT: perı̂y (per-ee')=From H6509;
fruit (literally or figuratively): - bough, ([first-]) fruit
([-ful]), reward. H6509: pârâh
(paw-raw')=A primitive root; to
bear fruit (literally or figuratively): - bear, bring forth
(fruit), (be, cause to be, make) fruitful, grow, increase.
(Strong’s)

DEEDS/RECOMPENSE: gemûl (ghem-ool')=From H1580;
treatment, that is, an act (of good or ill); by
implication service or requital: - + as hast served,
benefit, desert, deserving, that which he hath given, recompence,
reward. H1580: gâmal
(gaw-mal')=A primitive root; to
treat a person (well or ill), that is, benefit or
requite; by implication (of toil) to ripen,
that is, (specifically) to wean: - bestow on, deal
bountifully, do (good), recompense, requite, reward, ripen, +
serve, wean, yield. (Strong’s)

The rock-n-roll band, the Rolling Stones,
lamented about the futility of not getting any satisfaction and
they underscored it by saying, “No” three times. (I Can’t Get No
Satisfaction)

SATISFACTION: śâba‛ śâbêa‛
(saw-bah', saw-bay'-ah)=A
primitive root; to sate (to satisfy (any appetite or desire)
fully, to fill to excess; surfeit; glut) that is, fill to
satisfaction (literally or figuratively): - have enough, fill
(full, self, with), be (to the) full (of), have plenty of, be
satiate, satisfy (with), suffice, be weary of.
(Strong’s)

A man or a wo-man will find true satisfaction by
their words (what they speak) and their deeds (what they do). But
words and deeds start with what you think. Fruits and deeds can be
very positive and very productive, producing a good harvest. But if
the seeds of thoughts are bad, then you can expect bad fruit and
bad deeds to be manifested and the cause-and-effect is they will
receive back like kind.

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue,
and those who love it will eat its fruit.”

(Pro-Verbs 18:21)

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control; against such things there is no law.”

(Galatians 5:22-23)

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows
to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one
who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal
life.”

(Galatians 6:7-8)

“Faith without corresponding actions (deeds) is
dead.”

(James 2:17, addition mine)

“So also faith, if it does not have works (deeds
and actions of obedience to back it up), by itself is destitute of
power (inoperative, dead).

(James 2:17/The Amplified Bible)

“Unrestrained thoughts (what we think, the seed
in the soil of the heart) produces unrestrained words (what we
speak forth from our minds), resulting in unrestrained actions
(deeds based on what we think and say).”

(Unknown)

In one of Jesus’ parables about seeds, soil, and
sowers (Matthew 13:3-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:5-15) He speaks of
good soil and bad soil which produces of like kind. The seed is
good and—depending on dealing with what is in the soil—the harvest
will be good or bad. The bottom line of the soil that produces good
harvest is that:

The seed is in good ground

The people heard the Word

The heart/soil is honest and good

The people hold fast

The people bear word with
perseverance/steadfastness

PRAYER: Lord, thank You that I can
get satisfaction yes, yes, yes! Amen.



 DAY 4


THE 21-DAY BATTLE AND THE ISSUED COMMAND

“But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was
withstanding me for twenty-one days…”

(Daniel 10:13)

NOTE: This devotion is a little longer
than normal. This may be a morning, noon, and night
devotion.

Have you ever prayed about something and, by the
time that the answer came, you have forgotten what you were praying
about? Or have you been praying about something and you see no
answer and, even worse, what you are praying about gets worse? Do
you feel resistance to your prayers and to yourself? There could be
a couple of reasons for this, but to differentiate what the problem
is, we need to start with ourselves.

The first place I would check is the level of my
humility factor. Sometimes what I am feeling and experiencing is
opposition from God Himself because I am not humble. Sometimes I
get in a rut of expecting God to humble me but that is not the way
it works.

“You younger men likewise be subject to your
elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one
another, for God is opposed to the proud but gives grace to the
humble. Therefore, humble yourself
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the
proper time, casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares
for you. Be of sober spirit, be on the alert, you adversary, the
d-evil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour, but resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same
experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren
who are in the world.”

(1 Peter 5:5-9, emphasis mine)

This thing called humility affects you in many
areas including:

Receiving grace (divine influence on your heart
manifested in your life)

Exaltation at the proper time (God is never late;
His timing is always proper)

Ability to cast your anxiety on Him (can’t do it if
you are proud)

Increasing sobriety and alertness

Recognize your enemy/adversary, the d-evil.

Decreased your chance to be devoured

Ability to resist the d-evil

Be firm in your faith

If your prayers are being hindered, another
place to check is your relationship with your spouse.

“You husbands likewise, live with your wives in
an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a
woman; and grant her honor as a fellow-heir of the grace of life,
so that your prayers may not be hindered.”

(1 Peter 3:7)

HINDERED: ekkoptō (ek-kop'-to)= to
exscind (to cut out or off); figuratively to
frustrate: - cut down (off, out), hew down, hinder.
(Strong’s)

If you don’t treat your mate (wife or husband)
as a fellow-heir of the grace of life, you will experience
hindrance in your prayer life. (Read 1 Peter chapter 2 and 3 for
full relationship details)

Now back to the main verse for today that deals
with resistance to prayer in Daniel’s life and, I am convinced, in
yours and mind lives.

Daniel was a praying man. Sometimes he received
immediate answers and at other times there was a delay in the
answer.

“So I (Daniel) gave my attention to the Lord God
to seek Him by prayer and supplications with fasting, sackcloth and
ashes. And I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed and
said…”

(Daniel 9:3-4)

As he prayed for the people of Israel, Daniel’s
prayer Modus Operandi (M.O.) was:

He gave attention to the Lord God

He sought the Lord

He prayed (talked to God)

He supplicated (humble specific things)

He fasted (starved the flesh)

He put on sackcloth and ashes (heart of
repentance)

He talked to his (my) God

He confessed (came into agreement with what God
says)

“Now while I was speaking and
praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and
presenting my supplication before the Lord my God in
behalf of the holy mountain of my God, while
I was still speaking in prayer then the man Gabriel whom
I had seen in the vision previously, came to me in my extreme weariness about the time of the evening
offering. And he gave me instruction and talked with me, and said O
Daniel, I have now came forth to give you insight with
understanding.”

(Daniel 9:20-22 emphasis mine)

Daniel was:

Speaking

Praying

Confessing his sin

Confessing the sin of Israel

Something took place while he was doing these
things. Something happened, “while I was still speaking in
prayer.” The angel told Daniel the time frame correlating the
prayer and the answer initiated.

“At the beginning of your supplications the
command was issued (word went out),
and I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed; so give
heed to the message and gain understanding of the vision.”

(Daniel 9:23, addition mine)

Now this is how you want your prayers answered;
even before you finished praying things are set into motion. But
even with Daniel, things were not always immediate. Daniel again
had been praying and mourning for three weeks. Read full details
leading up to the encounter in Daniel 10:1-11. The angel explained
the 21-day delay. This is a big contrast between immediate answer
to prayer “while I was still speaking in prayer”.

“And he said to me, ‘O Daniel, man of high
esteem, understand the words that I am about to tell you and stand
upright, for I have now been sent to
you.’ And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up
trembling.”

(Daniel 10:11, emphasis mine)

Then he said to me (Daniel 10:12):

Do not be afraid

From the first day that you set your heart on
understanding this and on humbling yourself before your God

Your words were heard

I have come into response to your words.

Just like in the first case Daniel prayed, it
was heard, and the command was issued, but now there appears to be
a delay. The angelic messenger explained what was going on in
Daniel 10:13-14.

The prince of Persia was withstanding me for
twenty-one (21) days

Michael, one of the chief angelic princes, came to
help me

For I have been left there with the kings (plural)
of Persia.

Now I have come (after a 21-day conflict) to give
you understanding (what Daniel was praying about) of what will
happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision pertains
to the days yet future.

There is so much to glean from this passage, but
we will only say that Daniel was a praying man, like you are a
praying man or woman. Daniel had one immediate answer and then, in
another time, he had a delayed answer. At times we pray and
experience a delay in the timetable of our minds and give up after
20 days, when one more day the battle in the heavenly realm would
be won and your answer would be there. The moral of the story is;
don’t give up, keep standing, the answer is on the way.

That was a long devotion. I hope you have taken
time to let this one soak in because sometimes there may be a gap
between the prayer and the answer.

PRAYER: Lord, thank You that You have
issued the command for the answer. I wait on the Lord, whose
timetable is perfect. Amen.



 DAY 5


THE PERPETUAL SEEKER

“If then you have been raised up with Christ,
keep seeking the things above, where Christ is seated at the right
hand of God.”

(Colossians 3:1)

Back in the seventies, we would sing songs
straight from the Bible. It was great for spiritual edification and
scripture memorization. One song we would sing was be the
combination of Galatians 2:20 and Colossians 3:1-3.

“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me
and delivered Himself up for me.”

(Galatians 2:20)

These verses refer to what is known as the
Gospel, the Good News, the D.B.R. (Death, Burial, Resurrection of
Jesus…nothing more…nothing less). This Gospel was what Paul was not
ashamed about.

“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it
(the D.B.R.) is the power
(dunamis/dynamic ability) of God for
salvation to everyone (the quantifier, the
scope of who the salvation is for) who believes
(the qualifier) to the Jew first
(chosen) and also to the
Greek/Gentile (all the rest of
us).”

(Romans 1:16, addition mine)

When we identify with the work that Jesus did on
the cross—as He died in our place as the debt satisfier, the
propitiation, the satisfactory substitute of what we owed—we also
identify with the burial of the old dead man and also the
resurrection from the dead. This is what is being referred to in
the phrase, “If you have been raised up with Christ…” Here
is the pattern in the Galatians and Colossians passages:

I have been (it is good to be a has been)

Crucified with Christ (nailed to the cross along
with the debt against us)

It is no longer I who live (this is the spiritual
reality of what took place on the cross)

But Christ lives in me (Christ in you, the hope of
glory…we have confident expectation of something other than this
world)

The life which I now live in the flesh (in this land
of nitty-gritty on planet Earth)

I live by faith (the substance, assurance, the
confirmation, the title deed of things hoped for, confidently
expected, the proof of things we don’t see and the conviction of
their reality as we perceive as real fact what is not revealed to
the senses)

In the Son of God (in His Death, Burial,
Resurrection)

Who loved me (a noun and a verb of action on the
cross)

And delivered Himself up for me (nobody took His
life from Him but He gave it willingly as He was obedient to His
Father). Obedience took Him from the cross and love kept Him
there.

This identification with the Cross (including
the Death, Burial, and Resurrection) is what got us to the point of
being raised and seated with Christ. The spiritual fact took place,
but we are still on planet Earth; by faith, we can implement a
mindset.

If then you have been raised up (identification with
the Risen Christ)

Keep seeking the things above (His Kingdom and His
will as prayed in the Lord’s prayer in Matthew 6:10)

Where Christ is seated at the right hand of God
(indication of the finished work as He returned to the Father)

Set your mind (your choice to take authority of how
you think, see, and perceive things)

On things above (not on earth but in Heaven). I look
into heaven and I do not see sickness, disease, poverty, evil, or
any of the things on Earth. I don’t deny these things, but I do
deny their right to rule me. I set my mind on salvation, healing,
restoration, deliverance, blessing, prosperity (not under the thumb
of poverty).

For (the reason why I need to be setting my mind on
heaven)

You have died (I have been crucified with
Christ)

And your life is hidden with Christ in God (Christ
is in me with the hope of glory. I am in Him and hidden with Christ
in God. I am surrounded with God goodness)

PRAYER: Lord, thank You so much for
surrounding me from the inside out. As long as I stay placed in
this position, the enemy has no access to me, only that which I
allow. Amen!



 DAY 6


COMPOSED AND QUIETED

“Surely I have composed and quieted my soul; like
a weaned child rests against (upon)
his mother.”

(Psalm 131:2, addition mine)

SOUL: Nephesh (neh'-fesh)=From H5314;
properly a breathing creature, that is, animal or
(abstractly) vitality; used very widely in a literal,
accommodated or figurative sense (bodily or mental): - any,
appetite, beast, body, breath, creature, X dead (-ly), desire, X
[dis-] contented, X fish, ghost, + greedy, he, heart (-y), (hath, X
jeopardy of) life (X in jeopardy), lust, man, me, mind, mortality,
one, own, person, pleasure, (her-, him-, my-, thy-) self, them
(your) -selves, + slay, soul, + tablet, they, thing, (X she) will,
X would have it. H5314: nâphash
(naw-fash')=A primitive root; to
breathe; passively, to be breathed upon, that is,
(figuratively) refreshed (as if by a current of air): - (be)
refresh selves (-ed). (Strong’s)

SOUL: psuchē
(psoo-khay')=From G5594; breath, that is, (by implication)
spirit, abstractly or concretely (the animal sentient
principle only; thus distinguished on the one hand from
G4151, which is the rational and immortal
soul; and on the other from G2222,
which is mere vitality, even of plants: these terms thus
exactly correspond respectively to the Hebrew [H5315], [H7307] and
[H2416]: - heart (+ -ily), life, mind,
soul, + us, + you. G5594: psuchō
(psoo'-kho)=A primary verb; to
breathe (voluntarily but gently; thus
differing on the one hand from G4154,
which denotes properly a forcible respiration; and on the
other from the base of G109, which refers
properly to an inanimate breeze), that is, (by implication
of reduction of temperature by evaporation) to chill
(figuratively): - wax cold. (Strong’s)

The soul, whether in the Hebrew or in the Greek,
is linked to our breath. From the time when God came down and
breathed His breath into the nostrils of a formed lump of clay and
the cause-and-effect was that lump of clay became a living soul,
mankind (and wo-mankind) have been exhaling and inhaling ever
since. We don’t even have to think about it; we just do it. When we
exert ourselves or if we become afraid or anxious, the breath level
increases as our souls become troubled.

The word for soul in the Greek
“psuche/psoo-khay” is where we get the word “psych.” Words like
“psychiatrist,” “psychologist,” and “psycho-somatic” deal with the
influence of our mind, our will, and our emotions as it effects our
physical being.

When the psalmist sings Psalm 103, he takes
control and authority over his soul as he tells it to, “bless
the Lord O my soul and all that is within me, bless His Holy
name.” For emphasis, he sings it again, “bless the Lord O my
soul, and forget none (no not one) of His benefits.”
(Psalm 103:1-2, addition mine)
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