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​Introduction

In his first epistle, Peter admonished
Christians to be ready to give unbelievers the reason for their
hope in Jesus Christ. In order to do so, they would have to be able
to articulate and then defend their faith. The defense that they
give would have to be reasonable and sustainable. This was an early
call for Christians to be defenders or apologists of the Christian
faith.

This commission continues to the
present-day Christian. The Logos Apologetics Series is developed as
a resource for Christians who want to understand apologetics and
the apologetic discipline presently.

In this publication:

In this fourth book of the apologetic
discipline series, we will examine the practical demonstrations of
apologetics in 21st Century Christian church. We will examine the
functions which characterize the apologetic ministry and
discipline. In addition, we will address, in brief, modern day
doctrines which oppose traditional Christian
orthodoxy.****
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Apologetics in the 21st
Century



Development of apologetic ministry does
not begin solely with orchestrating new ways to defend, explain,
and elucidate truths of the Christian faith. When understanding of
the history of apologetics, as has been discussed, is achieved,
then focus is an added dimension to present-day apologetics.
History has shown that the other ministries of the Christian faith
have been outlined, defined, and expounded upon in
volumes.

Deficiency Defined

However, the apologetic discipline has
been deficient in defining its nuances, applications, and orders
within Christian ministry. The foundation of developments in the
21st Century will then begin with bringing definition to the
differing apologetic ministry.

But contrariwise, when they saw that
the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the
gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; (For he that wrought
effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the
same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles *Galatians 2:7-9
KJV)

Just as Paul and Peter recognized their
parameters within the apostolic ministry.

Apologetic Clarity

In this presentation, an identification
and explication of apologetic manifestations will be discussed,
these orders will not only bring present-day clarity to apologetic
ministry but being greater fruitfulness. The apologist who
understands his or her particular area will being glory to the
kingdom of God. Remember, in the Old Testament God did not approve
others trying to operate in areas of ministry to which they were
not called. The individuals who endeavors to intrude in areas of
Judaic ministry incurred God’s displeasures. Remember the story of
king Uzziah,

And they withstood Uzziah the king, and
said unto him, It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn
incense unto the LORD, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that
are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou
hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honour from the LORD
God. Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn
incense: and while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even
rose up in his forehead before the priests in the house of the
LORD, from beside the incense altar. (2 Chronicles 26:18-19
KJV)

The present-day apologist who operates
in their particular area will be fruitful in their endeavors and
will not suffer pointless shame, disgrace, or embarrassment. The
modern apologist has to be willing to appreciate the endeavors
while establishing their own identity in the apologetic
discipline.

Mentors, tutors, and teachers are
necessary, but students and practitioners of apologetics must
incorporate what they learn while establishing and maintaining
their particular call to apologetics. They are seven orders of
apologetics that are to be identified, recognized, and accepted in
the New Testament churches.
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