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​Introduction
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“It’s the time of the season

When love runs high” – The Zombies, 1968

Nature’s seasons are cyclical, as are the seasons of life and death, and seasons of spiritual growth, and they often go hand in hand. Spring brings about visions of fresh blooms and new growth, symbolic of renewal and rebirth. Summer carries thoughts of warmth and beauty, growth and energy. Autumn brings forth images of ripeness and abundance, plentiful bounty, a time of harvest. Winter offers solitude and rest, reflection and rejuvenation.

This collection of poetry paints a tapestry of seasonal and transitional imagery, vividly portraying the ever-changing cycles of nature, in varied poetic forms.  Yvette Prior offers a lyrical message to each season in “Season Sonder”, while Kevin Morris captures the passage of time and the season’s transitions in “I Saw a Carefree Spring Kiss Winter Goodbye”. And “Scents”, by Freya Pickard, and “Scent of Summer” by V.M. Sang both use our olfactory senses to evoke vivid seasonal images. And Cindy Georgakas takes the seasons theme in a whole different direction in “Douse Me in Cooking Bliss”.

The cycle begins with spring, the season of rebirth and renewal and rebirth, depicted masterfully in Joy Neal Kidney’s “Swallowtail Nursery”, Melissa Lemay’s “Spring”, and V.M. Sang’s love note to the season, “Spring Sonnet” (Shakesperean Style). While Marsha Ingrao’s “Hopeful Blades of Grass” (Tanka Sentence) speaks of a hesitant transition.

We’re reminded of summer’s resilience in Jean- Jacque Fournier’s ode to a bumble bee, “I the Bumble Bee – in bombinate flight”, and Marsha Ingrao creates vivid images of the vibrant colors of summer in “Yellow Poppies” (Haiku Sentences). While Robbie Cheadle makes us feel the sizzling summer heat of a day at the beach in “Summer Fun” (Kimo poem sequence). 

Colleen Chesebro depicts autumns splendor with the light and fun “Spooky Witch’s Brew” (double enead). While Joy Neal Kidney depicts the celebration of a bountiful harvest in “Harvest Moon”.

And winter is portrayed from many different angles. Michelle Ayon Navajas focuses on winter’s harshness in “Winter Grief”, while Marsh Ingrao’s “Freedom to be Chilly” (haibun/haiku sequence) depicts the solitude of the season, and V.M. Sang’s “Frost” captures the magical feeling of wonder in the delicate frozen crystals of winter.

These are just a few of the many moving poems included in this collection. I’ve mentioned only a few which especially touched me. I know there are others which will reach out to each of you.
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​January – Robbie Cheadle
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​About Robbie Cheadle

South African author, photographer, and artist, Robbie Cheadle, has written and illustrated seventeen children’s books, illustrated a further three children's books, written and illustrated four poetry books and written and illustrated one celebration of cake and fondant art book with recipes. Her work has also appeared in poetry and short story anthologies.

Robbie also has two novels and a collection of short stories published under the name of Roberta Eaton Cheadle and has horror, paranormal, and fantasy short stories featured in several anthologies under this name.

You can find Robbie Cheadle's artwork, fondant and cake artwork, and all her books on her website here: https://www.robbiecheadle.co.za/. 
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