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Army Blue
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Wedding bells are ringing for Owen Hughes and Jacey Braggs, the last two in their close circle of friends to tie the knot. They’re crazy in love, and they can’t wait to spend the rest of their lives together. Everything should be sunshine and rainbows.

But even true love doesn’t guarantee a smooth path to happily-ever-after when you’re a career soldier.

First there’s the gigantic task of bringing all of their friends and family to West Point for the big day. Then there’s the stress of making their wedding exactly what they both want it to be. Add in the threat of a last-minute deployment, a little family tension and a freak snowstorm . . . and it’s going to take all of their friends’ help and support to give Jacey and Owen the day they deserve.
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In memory of my daddy and mommy, 

who were part of the 2% Club and left me multiple pictures of Flirtation Walk . . .

And to my husband, with whom I fell in love over thirty years ago at West Point.

And finally, to the Army football team, 

who has held my heart for over fifty years and always will.

GO ARMY BEAT NAVY

ARMY BLUE

Army Blue is the traditional tune played for Graduating Class Front and Center, March when the First Class steps out of ranks for the final time as cadets. It’s also played for the last dance at all hops. This song has its beginning as the song of the Class of 1865. The first six stanzas were written by L.W. Becklaw, and the tune is that of an old minstrel song Aura Lea. As years passed, innumerable verses were added to this, and only a few of the more renowned can be presented. The allusion to the cup is a reference to the class baby cup, which was to be presented to the parents of the first male child of the class. Old plebe camp has disappeared in the passing of Camp Clinton, once the scene of summer training. {Source: http://www.west-point.org}

If you’d to hear this song sung by the West Point Cadet Glee Club, go here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7W0nJ7S_vkw

We've not much longer here to stay, 

For in a month or two, 

We'll bid farewell to "Kaydet Grey", 

And don the "Army Blue".

Chorus:

Army Blue, Army Blue, 

Hurrah for the Army Blue, 

We'll bid farewell to "Kaydet Grey", 

And don the "Army Blue".

With pipe and song we'll jog along. 

Till this short time is through, 

And all among our jovial throng, 

Have donned the Army Blue.

To the ladies who come up in June, 

We'll bid a fond adieu, 

Here's hoping they be married soon, 

And join the Army too. 

'Twas the song we sang in old plebe camp, 

When first our grey was new, 

The song we sang on summer nights, 

That song of Army Blue.

Now, fellows, we must say goodbye, 

We've stuck our four years thru, 

Our future is a cloudless sky, 

We'll don the Army Blue.
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West Point Slang and Terms
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Plebe: Freshman

Yearling: Sophomore

Cow: Junior

Firstie: Senior or First classman

Benny Havens: A tavern in Highland Falls that has a very special USMA history

Area Tours: A form of punishment for cadets involving walking in full uniform around the barracks courtyard or ‘central area’

PDA: Public Display of Affection—not allowed between cadets and their guests on post

The 2% Club: Cadets who enter the Academy dating their high school sweethearts, maintain the relationship throughout the four years at West Point and marry that same person.  

USMA Rocket: A cheer that is popular particularly at football games and is often led by the Superintendent or Commandant. 

<whistle> BOOM!

USMA, rah, rah

USMA, rah, rah

HOO rah

HOOrah

ARMAY, rah!

TEAM! TEAM! TEAM!

Michie Stadium: Home of Army Football!
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Chapter One: Seven Days Until Wedding Day
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Jacey

“Babe, wake up.” 

The words penetrated the fog of sleep that enveloped me, but it was my fiancé’s hand on my arm that made my eyes flutter open. We’d been together for two years now; any rational person might expect that I’d be used to feeling Owen’s fingers on my skin, but his touch never failed to make my heart pound a little faster. 

“Hmmmm.” I shifted in the uncomfortable vinyl passenger seat and blinked against the light streaming through the windshield. “What’s up? Where are we?” 

“Just about there.” Owen grinned at me, and I couldn’t help smiling back. “We’ll be in Highland Falls in a few minutes. I went around the long way so we can go in through Thayer Gate. It’s the way I first saw her, and I wanted you to get your first view the same way.” 

“Her.” Groping for the lever on the side of my seat, I moved the back into a sitting position. “I can’t believe you call the place you went to college her. Should I be jealous?” 

“Nah.” Owen winked. “You’ve got it all over the gray lady. First of all, you’re a hell of a lot warmer than she is. And softer. And much, much sexier.” He lifted my hand and pressed his lips to my palm. “Speaking of sexier . . .”

“Nope.” I curled my fingers, scraping them lightly over his scruff-covered jaw. “Sorry, dude. I’m not giving in on this one. We promised Father Ed.” 

He sighed heavily. “Yeah, but . . . Father Ed’s in Hawaii. What he doesn’t know isn’t going to hurt him.” 

“Owen.” Drawing my hand back, I crossed my arms over my chest. “We made a promise, and it wasn’t just to our priest. We promised God.” 

“Do you really think God cares if we go without sex for a week before our wedding, when we’ve been sleeping together for over two years? It’s like pretending to be something we’re not.” He gripped the steering wheel a little tighter and cast me a pleading sideways glance. “Besides that, it doesn’t make any sense to abstain this week of all times. We’re going to be stressed, right? With all the wedding stuff and the families and people flying in from all over. So shouldn’t we be doing everything we can to relieve that stress, rather than letting it build up?” 

I rolled my eyes. “Nice try, buddy. But Father Ed didn’t ask very much of us during our pre-Cana course, and considering he made the deal with the priest here that he’d do the premarital counseling, even though he’s not the one marrying us . . . I think the least we can do is honor the promise we made. Plus, do you really think we’re going to be in the mood for sexy times when our parents are staying in the same hotel? Possibly in the room next door?” 

Owen sighed heavily. “You underestimate me, Jace. I’m very creative and inventive, and I’m positive I could find a place where our parents aren’t around. Remember, I spent four years at this place. I know all the best make-out spots.” 

“I’m sure you do, and that’s a wonderful thing to bring up a week before our wedding—all the girls you hooked up with when you were at the academy. Thanks for that.” 

“Baby, I don’t remember a single one. The minute I met you, all my memories of other women faded to nothing.” He smiled so sweetly that I could’ve sworn my insides began to melt. “You know you’re everything to me. You’re the only woman I’ve ever loved, and you’re the only one I’m ever going to love.” 

“That’s beautiful, sweetie. I love you, too.” And if he kept it up, I was afraid he’d wear me down, and I’d end up letting him do me up against some gray granite wall on post. Distraction in the form of a change of topic was in order. “Oh, look! Welcome to Highland Falls. This is it, huh? The little town where you had big fun when you were a little baby cadet?” 

Owen snorted. “I was never a little baby cadet. I was Army strong from the day I arrived, when the man in the red sash told me to drop my bag. But yeah, this is where my friends and I would come to eat when we were allowed off post. I’m not sure about big fun . . . but it felt like a wonderful place compared to all the restrictions at West Point. It was freedom and a taste of the real world.” 

I couldn’t even imagine. I’d grown up in southern California and attended college there for only a few years before I’d dropped out, but my experience had been nothing like Owen’s four years at West Point. This I knew for sure. 

“I can’t wait for you to show me everything. I want to see all your old hang-outs, all the things you’ve told me about over the past couple of years.” Craning my neck, I peered through the window. “That’s the gate right up in front of us?” 

“Yeah, this is it.” Owen reached into his back pocket, pulling out his wallet. “Can you get out my ID so they’ll let us on post?”

“Sure.” I was used to the routine of security when it came to driving on and off Army posts. Our townhouse was off-post; military housing was insanely scarce on the island of Oahu, despite the number of Army, Navy, Marine and Air Force installments there. Since Owen worked on Schofield Barracks, and I did our grocery shopping there, I was accustomed to pausing to show my ID. I slid the laminated card from his wallet and passed it over as we slowed to a stop at the guard booth. 

The MP standing there glanced at the ID and then snapped a salute. “Sir!” He bent to peer into the window. “Where are you headed today, sir?” 

I smothered a smile as Owen fairly jumped at the chance to tell his news to someone. “Well, right now, we’re going to check in at the Thayer. I’m back at West Point this week to get married at the Cadet Chapel.” Leaning back a little, he pointed at me. “This is my fiancée. She’s never been here before, so I’m looking forward to showing her all around.” 
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