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“Christianity is the only religion in the world based on facts and not philosophy.”  (Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

CHAPTER 1DENOMINATIONAL DOGMA

Denominational dogma is the teaching, tenets and statements of faith of each individual Christian denomination.  Though the notion of denominational dogma sounds bad, denominational dogma is necessary in order to make religious organizations more cohesive. Dogma is the intellectual cement that holds church groups together. The unification of all denominations is not the purpose of this book. However; the unification of all denominations under the banner ofthe Oneness Doctrine is truly a heavenly goal. 

However; my own belief system (Oneness Pentecostalism) is not valuable to others outside of it, unless I am able to accept and cooperate with other Christian Churches that worship and accepts Jesus as Lord. In my co-operation I do not change my own dogma and do not overtly or covertly attempt to change the dogma of other organizations.  I am not condoning fellowship with obvious cult groups and non-Christian world religions like Islam, Confucianism, Kabala, Hinduism, Spiritualists or Witchcraft. However; I am encouraging interdenominational fellowship with all Christian churches who embrace the fundamental truths of the Gospel of Christ. I may not agree with every tenet of their doctrine, but I agree that Jesus is Lord. I will only fellowship with other Churches when I can easily identify the basic Christian fundamentals in their statement of faith and doctrinal proclamation. Because we must understand and accept that all Christians are always in a stage of transition from basic to higher order Christian beliefs.

However; it never ceases to amaze me how many Christians of all faiths that do not understand the doctrines of the churches to which they belong.  The Baptists, Methodists, Pentecostals, Episcopalians, Presbyterians and other denominations all have statements of faith, catechisms, tenets, and dogmas which are rarely well understood by their congregants. It is unfortunate that the cults and other false world religions do a better job of teaching their false doctrines than Christian do teaching the one true Gospel. 

Furthermore; it is also disturbing that mainstream Christian denominations spend more time and energy renouncing one another instead of teaching their denominational dogma, rituals and fundamental beliefs about God and Christianity. My final analysis is that Christianity as a whole should refrain from fighting one another and concentrate on renouncing the cults and many false religions in the world.  I admit some theological “saber rattling” is beneficial to increase dialog among Christian denominations. A Christian church which is in error on one tenet of faith may be perfectly correct in all other basic Christian doctrinal tenets. It would be silly to burn down an entire house, just because a door or window was stuck. Likewise it would foolish to demolish an entire Christian church or denomination because they were not perfectly correct about only one tenet of the Christian faith. 

Trinitarians and Oneness people often condemn one another instead of loving one another as commanded by Jesus. You will find the Oneness belief system within the pages of this book, and the belief systems of Trinitarians and some other faiths. However; there is also in Chapter 10“ The Essential Doctrine of Love”, which we all should pay close attention and heed to. For everything that we do in church and religion apart from love is considered by God as nothing!

“And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:2 KJV)

This verse demonstrates that major Christian work will still go unrewarded if the base of love is not present. There are many ministers who can prophesy and foretell all your future events, but if they are doing it for fame or fortune, it will not be rewarded by God. There are Christian workers who are knowledgeable about the Bible, church history, church liturgy and know many wonderful facts about Jesus, the church and ministry. However; knowledge will not be the primary requisite to be acceptable to Jesus at the judgment seat. There are people who have faith so strong that the can move mountains in terms of their productivity in the church. These full of faith folks will also be rejected at the judgment, if they have motives that are not grounded in love for the church and for their fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. As motive is the element in every crime, motive is also an element in the crime of being a reprobate concerning the faith in Christ.

If the motive is position, self-glory, salary, selfishness, fame, fortune or any such thing, it will result in the failure of the most important event in the life of ministers, namely the judgment by Christ. Love must be the primary thing and primary motivator in the desire and actions of ministry. It is okay and acceptable to have secondary or tertiary reasons for ministry operation. But, the lack of love will be the pitfall and downfall of many ministers. They will expect a reward for work but will be rejected and punished instead.

Jesus himself also warned and emphasized the futility of all Christian work if it does not have love at the forefront of it all. You can baptize and be baptized, take communion, feed the poor, perform miracles and preach until the hair stands up on the back of people’s neck. You can be “a preacher from preachers-ville” and miss the mark of love. 

If love is not the reason behind your ministry, then your work is in vain. You might as well not waste your time, keep your money, go fishing and enjoy your life without the inconvenience of religion. While some works are essential fundamental requirements to participate in Christian worship. Works alone, apart from faith and love are worthless and unrewarded by God in the world to come. Love is the only indispensable element in true Christian faith and work. You may have only a tiny amount of faith, and only a few simple works, but you simply cannot be acceptable to God without a lot of love.

“He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. “(1 John 4:8 KJV)

It is going to be a sad day when at the judgment seat of Christ when many who expect acceptance will be rejected. Jesus will be the judge and he will be able to see all that we have hidden from the world and our constituents. He will instantly recall every idle word that we have spoken during our life. He will see all our hidden agendas and all of our nasty dispositions that others were not privy too. 

“For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known.” (St. Luke 12:2 NKJV)

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.” (John 13:34 KJV) 

––––––––

Jesus said the essential identifying marker of Christian discipleship is love. Love and not gifts and talents are the essential identification of true Christians. Jesus also said ...  

“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” (John 13:34-35 KJV)  

Christian workers as well as layman sometimes use incorrect reasoning in evaluating who is the greatest in the kingdom of God. The say within themselves and declare to others that their Pastor or a certain Evangelist or teacher must be going to heaven because they can teach or preach with excellence. However; they forget the core of the truth in scripture that says;

“For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.“ (Romans 11:29 KJV)

They forget that God does not make recalls like automobile manufacturers. When God gives out a gift or assignment, he does not repent for the gift or the assignment, he merely holds the gifted and assignee responsible at the judgment for the execution of their assignment.

Many Christians deny true discipleship through their hatred and animosity toward other Christians. They speak against and use put downs to attack other Christian churches and other Christian workers. Not understanding that if we destroy one another’s churches and influence we give a foothold to demons, cults and false religions. Every church that names the name of Christ should peacefully coexist with other Christian denominations. In this way Christian denominations can unite against our mutual arch enemies, Satan, cults and false religions. 

I firmly believe that which divides churches more than doctrine is the offering pan. Many denominations fear that they will lose access to finances of loyal members if they share the pulpit with ministers from other Christian organizations. When in fact in my experience is that the opposite has held true. Churches usually grow and financially increase with fellowship or stay stagnant and small when they isolate themselves. Churches open to broader fellowship could benefit from the larger Christian financial economy.  If only denominations would reach outside of the same wallets and pocketbooks they tap into every Sunday morning they would truly prosper.  Churches tend to look within for resources, but really they should learn to look outside of themselves. Greater membership, greater finances, and greater love exist outside of any size group or denomination. I was blessed to sponsor a very successful program God gave me called “Growth through Fellowship” and indeed as the name says, if you want to grow your organization you can do it more easily through fellowship.

As the Holy Bible declares there is only one true Lord, and one true religion or faith, and only one true baptism. However; there are hundreds and perhaps thousands of different religions and belief systems. The Buddhist, Monks, Hindus, Muslims, Confucianism, Rastafarian, mystery  religions, witchcraft, and spiritualist all believe in their own teachings and practice them fervently. These false religions many times use fasting and praying, chanting, meditation, séances, trances and other forms of spiritual mediums and technics to enter altered states of consciousness in attempts to control the external world. Simply put, witchcraft was founded upon the principle of trying to control the external world.  

“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity as idolatry.” (Samuel 15:23 KJV)

Men and women who desire the love of someone that does not love them merely cast a demonic spell upon the object of their affection. Indians who want a good crop, do a ritual dance to please their gods in order to make it rain abundantly. People who feel that they have bad luck will consult a witch to get some sort of object to ward off evil spirits. In this way man seeks to control the external elements himself. When men and women through cult and demonic religions try to control the external world against God’s rule, it is because of their stubbornness and rebellion against God’s control. Ancient civilization used rituals to try to influence all aspects of their public and private live. 

Many people still have the old archetypical concept of Witches and Warlocks wearing all black with pointed hats. But you don’t have to be an old hag wearing all black with a long pointed hat to be a Witch. You don’t have to have a black cat or a black caldron to cast spells. You are a Witch or a Warlock if you rebel against the precepts of God. You are Warlock if you are stubborn and hard hearted. While I am sure there are people who meet the old stereotype of a Witch in all black with a wart on their nose.  Many witches in the modern church wear three piece suits and designer dresses and look fabulous. 

These modern day Withes cast spells of dissension in business meetings and through murmuring and complaining against leadership. They cast spells of sexual sinfulness by lust and participating in illicit sex. They cast spells of hatred and envy by participation in hateful acts of jealousy. They cast spells of unbelief by challenging the messages of the Gospel Ministers. On the way home from church in the car with their family they “re-preach” the ministers message, challenging it when it addresses their own sinfulness. They poke holes in the message by twisting the words of the speaker. Their motivation is not truth it is maintaining their sinfulness and their position as rebels in God’s kingdom. They are in fact more dangerous than those who openly practice witchcraft. They are more dangerous because they look like Christians on Sunday morning, but they are devils every other day of the week. Satan transforms himself into an angel of light. If a person looks like a stereotypical Witch it is easy to watch out for their evil spells and avoid their company. If an individual looks like they are dressed out of fashion magazine it is harder to see them for what they are. It is logical and strategic that Satan wants to blend in with the Sunday morning crowd? The Bibles says that man looks on the outward appearance.

“But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”

(I Samuel 16:7 KJV)

In the modern day church many times the car you pull up in the parking lot, the cloths that you are wearing and the finances you have, determines your status in the Christian congregation. Those who do not have the trappings of prosperity are ignored or marginalized. Satan can easily have his agents control the board of any church, by sending well dressed and well financed demon influenced and satanically possessed people to join the body.

Isn’t it logical and ingeniously tactical for Satan to want to come to church and know what his enemies (Christians) are planning to do to defeat him? Sunday morning service, Sunday School, Bible study and prayer meetings are the biggest threat to Satan. Think about it Satan already controls and influences those in the Drug Dens, Night Clubs, Bars and Pool Halls. The Devil already controls the streets criminals, illicit drugs, and those that abuse alcohol. Church is the last and most powerful frontier for the Devil to conquer. Satan wants to divide and conquer the church and he seeks to do this through his agents, demon spirits and people influenced by demons. 

We are fighting a real war against Satan who is a real enemy.

All Christians should be aware that Satan is a deceiver who is trying to destroy every human being. He is envious of Christians because God loves and cares for them so much. God loves them so much that God gave the ultimate sacrifice, his only Son Jesus. Satan according to the Bible is destined for punishment eternally in Hell Fire and Brimstone.

God’s people however have the opportunity through worship, service and obedience to God’s command to live in eternity with God in Paradise. Satan desires to cut man off from his heavenly expectation. Christians should aim to cut Satan off from his evil expectations.

CHAPTER 2 THE ORIGIN OF THE TRINITY

Polytheism is the belief in more than one God. Many Oneness people consider Trinitarian believers to be guilty of polytheism. The objections to Trinitarians from the non-Trinitarian Oneness believers turn upon the Trinitarian belief in God in three persons.  If Trinitarians mean to teach the belief that God is three separate entities or individual persons in the Godhead, then Trinitarian’s are indeed polytheistic. 

Many Trinitarians believers who are not theologians don’t even understand the significance of saying that they believe in God in three persons, or a three in one God. I do know that Trinitarian scholars understand the significance of the Trinitarian position that God is a three in one God.  The average bench members of churches, many of which are poorly trained in theology usually accept the trinity based on their family tradition, or their Pastor and denominations ideological position.  They rely on this Trinitarian tri-theistic concept based on a poor understanding of the gospel. I believe that Trinitarian statements of faith for the most part, though they may not be intended to be so, explain a polytheistic belief system. 

In fact the Trinitarian belief system is not articulated in the Bible, and was unknown to the Holy Apostles. Oneness was the only belief system until a man named Quintus SeptimiusFlorensTertullianus came along in (c. 160 – c. 225 AD) (his name was Anglicized as Tertullian).  He wrote about the concept of a mysterious Holy Trinity. Tertullian was from Carthage Africa under the Roman Empire and he was the earliest known Latin writer to write about the concept of God in “three Persons, with one Substance".  Tertullian was not even a priest and was never ordained but was in fact a lawyer. [Wikipedia] Lawyers of his day were first trained in rhetoric and these two factual combinations may have led to his misunderstanding of God’s true nature. Also the fact that he was educated by the Roman Catholic Church who at that time owned 1/3 of all the land mass and wealth in the world. The Roman Catholic Church has an ugly history of murder, deception, sin and polytheistic teachings. These eristic teachings along with their ruthlessness and adaptation and assimilation of polytheistic cultures have led to their world dominance as a Christian church. 

It is reported that Roman Catholic priests (Order of the Jesuits) were so ruthless that when they came to a new community they were trained as assassins to murder any competing ministers in order to obtain and maintain dominance. 

The Roman Catholic Church has historically adapted to other polytheistic cultures in order to expand their leadership in religion all over the world. They practiced adoption when coming into foreign polytheistic cultures by allowing heathen nations to keep their idol gods, as long as they included the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in their pagan religions. I theorize that the reason for the presentation of God in three persons is to appear more acceptable to other polytheistic heathen cultures who worship many gods.

I believe that was the tactical reason that the polytheistic doctrine of the trinity crept into existence.  The Catholic Churches permissiveness allowed polytheistic cultures to keep their local gods if they converted to Catholicism. It makes sense that in order to expand rapidly you have to adapt. Voodoo is one example of a mixture of an African Cult Religion and Catholicism. The cost however of adaptation, rapid expansion and dominance was the sacrifice of the sacredness of God as the “One and only true God”. This sacrifice is a theological, philosophical and spiritual one. However; the gain for the Vatican was astronomical wealth, power and prestige. We cannot underestimate the greed of mankind and mankind’s desire for dominance and control in religion. These three things, money, power, and control can be quantified in the following bible passage...

“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” (1st John 2:16 KJV)

The lust of the eye causes men to desire wealth, power and territory (land). The lust of the flesh causes men to desire dominance and control over others. The pride of life causes men to ignore the higher authority of God. Men then usurp authority in God’s kingdom. These evil influences cause kings, priests and church leaders to militate against the principle foundation that is already laid out in scripture, by Jesus and the Apostles. 

“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (1st Corinthians 3:11 KJV)

THE PROBLEM WITH GOD IN THREE PERSONS

If the Godhead was three persons, any one of the persons within the Godhead could decide to make a decision independent of the other persons represented in the Godhead. The Son could defect from the ideology of the Godhead and establish different practices and truths from the Father and the Holy Spirit. We have all been on committees inside and outside the church were one person within the committee dissented from the opinions of the other persons on the committee. Even in our legal system of Judges and Juries when a jury of 12 cannot come to a quorum or consensus there is a resulting deadlocked jury, even if 11 of the others are in agreement.  What would happen if anyone within the “three in one” Godhead disagreed with the others.   

Also if the Godhead had three different persons or personalities if one person within the Godhead did not simultaneous have the information that the other two personalities had at that instant of inequality of information, that individual personality within the Godhead would cease to be fully God, and become a demi-god. This would cause the Trinitarian ideology to be destroyed in that instant and create 'bitheism' and 'ditheism' (two gods).  However in Oneness the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are at all times in possession of the same information, the one God exists forever as God with no limitation of knowledge and power. Even if we look at man in his primary spiritual and natural dimensions. Man has a body, mind (spirit), and soul that God created to operate in total unity. When a man body does not agree with his mind and spirit he is in disease. Man like God was created in total unity so that he is one and not divided in his essence and purpose. It would be illogical for one man to have his soul in disunity with his mind and body.  Man could not function as a creative and powerful force without unity. Since man was created in the image of God he was created to be one and not three parts. 

I do not condemn the common bench members for a poor understanding of theology, but I have to lay blame on the apparent willfulness and deliberate eristic theology of Trinitarian scholars. Although many Trinitarian scholars try to temper this assertion that God is essentially three persons making up the Godhead, with statements that try to declare that they still believe in one God (one essence, one substance, indivisible, etc.), they still maintain that God is three persons. The professional priesthood is to blame for their members not understanding their own church doctrines. This confusion is by design, because the less the people know about God the more they need professional priests to explain God to them. In this way the professional priesthood maintains its power over the people the church and the churches wealth.

However; when Jesus died on the cross the veil was rent in two in the “Holy of Holies” giving the people access to God themselves without the total reliance on the priesthood. This is the way God planned it, but this is not to the liking of professional ministers, because it lessens their importance and power over their congregants. 

The Trinitarians make a noteworthy attempt at trying to assert that they believe in one God. However; they still are blameworthy that their theology still appears to teach three Gods. Saying you believe in one God and teaching that you believe in three Gods is a contradiction that is untenable. It is similar to a person stating that they believe in cleanliness and then refuse to take a bath and keep a healthy environment. Their unsanitary behavior will override what they are saying. It will become obvious to all what they really believe by the filth they practice.

For a Trinitarian to say that he/she believes in one God and then have a written creed saying that they believe God is three persons is contradictory and confusing at best, and a heresy at worst.  I do not believe that people attending an otherwise sound Trinitarian church should necessarily leave that church and I do not condemn them. 

However; I would challenge the theologians from the Trinitarian camp to put together a belief system and doctrine that can be reconciled with what they say they believe with what they actually teach. I was formerly a Trinitarian and admit that I was nourished and built up in the Trinitarian Baptist, Methodist, and Pentecostal churches, only to become a Oneness Pentecostal. This is why I do not condemn the work I only condemn the masters of the work. The work must go on, but the work can only come to perfection by the skill and labor of the artesian. 

The Apostle Paul proved what he believed by skill, oration and tireless work to prove that the old way had to give way to the new Gospel of Jesus reality. Paul made it known that what the old regime did was good. However; due to better information and a new reality it was time for a change. The Trinitarian Churches have all done wonderful work to move the Gospel forward for generations, but it is time to recognize a more excellent way and abandon the “status quo” of Trinity by denominational demand. 

“And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.” (Acts 18:26 KJV)

The people have believed the information they have been presented with in the Trinitarian Church. Most Christians don’t even know there is another view or explanation of God. They have never heard of Oneness. No doubt if they come into contact with the original Gospel of Oneness they will embrace it. Peter challenged the old regime disciples in his day and they rose to the challenge. 

“He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.“ (Acts 19:2)

Many Trinitarian ministers have heard of the Oneness doctrine and some even believe it. However; those that do believe it do not follow it because they are heavily invested in a denomination that considers it a heresy. Those that don’t believe it will not talk about it to their congregations for fear that their members will make up their own mind and accept Oneness as a superior alternative to the trinity. 

Most Trinitarian Ministers will not present the Oneness Doctrine because it could affect their self-interest. They could lose people to the Oneness faith, and therefore lose the financial benefit and personal prestige that each member adds to their numerical and financial bottom line.

I developed an understanding of the Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts in a Trinitarian Pentecostal church.  Later I found out what I believe to be the highest level of truth and doctrine in the Oneness Pentecostal church. I will confess that it was difficult for me to break with the doctrine of the Trinity, because I had learned it as a child. Trinitarian concepts were taught and sung about in my childhood churches as if there were no other opposing doctrines. 

However I had to succumb to the truth that the opposing view of Oneness has very powerful scriptures to back up the theology.  I believe that the reason we should not try to destroy the Trinitarian churches, is because the people can be converted in mass to Oneness. 

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:”

(Deuteronomy 6:4 KJV)

CHAPTER 3  NEGATIVE ONENESS LABELS

For centuries Oneness believers have been given many labels. Most of the labels given to Oneness believers were not complimentary labels but negative labels. These negative labels were usually given by Trinitarian philosophers and were based on misconceptions of the Oneness belief system. The labels were a way to deny the Oneness of God and discourage others Christians from converting to Oneness. The labels were used as verbal weapons in the fight to maintain control over the doctrinal understandings of the people. 

The people were cut off from the truth by their reliance on their spiritual leaders to interpret the truth for them. The spiritual leaders therefore through labels (i.e. name calling) kept the people in the dark concerning the truth of the Godhead.  True Christians regardless of name calling by religious leaders must declare the truth. Oneness is the only authentic Christian doctrine descending from Jesus and the Apostles. The Apostles had no concept of a trinity and had no concept of a three in one God. They realized after Jesus’ ascension that he was the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. They realized that Jesus was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They realized that Jesus was the Messiah and promised deliver. They knew that Jesus was the completeness of Jehovah’s work to deliver of sinful mankind from the sin penalty of death. Jesus is the one and only true and living God, and Jesus is one with the Father.  
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