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    To Simbhoonath Capildeo, the Avatar rejected by his people and to his son Surendranath who carries the burden.

In memory of my Rishi, Surendranath Capildeo who is no longer present in the Dunya.

      

    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Acknowledgement


[image: ]




I wish to thank Surendranath Capildeo and the Lion House Co. Ltd. for their kind assistance in the completion of this work. Thanks also to the staff of the Parliament Library Port-of-Spain, and the staff of the West Indiana Division of the Main Library, UWI St. Augustine. In addition, thanks to the many persons who have in any way contributed to the completion of this text.

Daurius Figueira.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Biography: The Crucible of Hindu Trinidad


[image: ]




Such is the poverty of intellect and the paucity of recorded history in the primitive papier-mache educational institutes of Trinidad that there is no history of the man who was and is the crucible of orthodox Hinduism in Trinidad.

Few, if there are any alive know that Simbhoonath Capildeo was the second of three sons born to Pundit Capildeo and his wife Soogie of Main Road, Chaguanas. The first son Omkar died in his infancy and Simbhoonath, the second assumed elder son status. The youngest was Rudranath. How would Trinidad have reacted to three Capildeo brothers is left to the imagination.

Simbhoonath was born in 1914. His father, Pundit Capildeo left for India in 1926 after building what is the authentic statement of the Indian indentured immigrant in Trinidad, the Lion House (website thelionhouse.com) on the Main Road, Chaguanas.

At age 12 Simbhoonath became the patriarch of the Capildeo clan, the scion of Lion House. Although guided by his mother Soogie, Simbhoonath was essentially self- taught. In addition to being fluent in Hindi and Sanskrit, encyclopaedic in the knowledge of Hinduism and its rituals, Simbhoonath was also conversant with the great philosophers of western civilization.

His greed for books has been immortalised in V.S. Naipaul’s, his nephew, Mystic Masseur. In a nine line biographical sketch of Simbhoonath in the Indian Centenary Review 1845-1945 his hobby is listed as Reading.

He rapidly assumed intellectual leadership of an impoverished Hindu Society and from an early age beginning in 1928 he set about creating the structure of Hindu society attempting to put spine, bone and muscle in its supine state. He was for his day, the single intellectual genius of Hindu Trinidad. He laid the foundation of the most powerful Hindu organisation in the history of Trinidad and simultaneously prepared the way for the evolution of the Hindu politician.

His recorded speeches in Hansard demonstrate the breadth, width and depth of his vision and thinking, but there is an untold story of what provoked Simbhoonath into action.

It was crop time, early thirties (1930s Ed.) Simbhoonath was a young cane farmer. Perched on his bison cart loaded with cane Simbhoonath was ambling down the narrow, dusty Chaguanas Main Road on his way home to the Lion House one foot dangling the other propped on the cart, hat askew on his head, a blade of grass twirling between his lips. Simbhoonath was the typical cane farmer doomed to the bitter life of sweet sugar.

Suddenly there was a noise of what was unmistakably a motorcar, a rarity on the Main Road at this time. The noise grew closer and he looked up. To his surprise the car stopped in front of the Lion House. Simbhoonath reigned in the bison, spat out the grass and straightened his hat. A fair young Indian man had alighted from the car and was leaning on the door looking at the cart.

‘Is that you Simbhoo?’

The young man was Dalchant Harripersad Sinanan (Dixee), a classmate at Naparima College recently returned from studying medicine in Ireland. The cane farm world of Simbhoonath went up in flames. He who had a full Cambridge Certificate with distinctions had the distinction of driving a bison cart. He went to Soogie he wanted out, a Profession, a University, anything but cane. Soogie did not have the wherewithal, but she suggested as a temporary measure that he take up where his father left off, i.e. – become a Pundit.

In desperation Simbhoonath agreed. The first puja was easily arranged and it seemed as if the whole of Chaguanas came to hear him recite the sacred scriptures He did not disappoint, he was word perfect and murmurs of approval greeted him, after all it was Pundit Capildeo’s son reciting. Simbhoonath looked forward to receiving his first payment as a Pundit. This was the new beginning, soon he too would be in a car.

When it was over, he discreetly looked at the tariah. Then he looked all over. There were five copper pieces on the brass plate. His fee was the grand sum of five cents (a days’ wage at that time was 24 cents).

Eventually Simbhoonath was articled to a San Fernando Solicitor Irwin Cameron and passed his finals as a Solicitor and Conveyancer in 1943. He never looked back from that day even to this day when from the burning ghats of Caroni he guides the destiny of Hindu Trinidad.

––––––––
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Introduction to the Revised Edition (2025)
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Over twenty years have elapsed since my work on Simbhoonath Capildeo was published. This period of time has strengthened the resolve of the author to complete and publish the Simbhoonath Capildeo Dossier which compromises a complete deconstruction of his political speeches recorded in the Hansard of the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago and any other sources available, such as newspaper reports and interviews with Simbhoonath Capildeo. One newspaper report and one newspaper interview found in the work by Siewah (1994) are added along with a selection of speeches Capildeo made in the Senate of Trinidad and Tobago from March 1976 to June 1976. This inclusion of available material completes the collection of speeches unearthed and deconstructed by Simbhoonath Capildeo, thereby revealing the evolution of his discourse on the rejuvenation and development of Trinidad and Tobago from 1956 to 1976. In this evolving discourse, Capildeo reveals his understanding of and organic link to the evolving power relations of the social order of T&T and the deep impact the movement for change that appeared in 1969-1970 exerted on his evolving discourse. Capildeo is the only politician of his era to express an evolutionary change to his discourse arising from these events compared to his political contemporaries of the period who expressed a deep reactionary position arising from the threat this movement posed to their personal embrace of and servility to, at the level of the idea, of massa neocolonial white supremacist discourse which drives the servile discourse of the politics of race hate between contending non-white races in the politics of T&T.

The project to produce the Simbhoonath Capildeo Dossier is only completed when the power relations between the British colonial massa with its order and instruments of power that were operationalised in the period 1950 to 1961 in the British colony of Trinidad and Tobago are unearthed, exposed and deconstructed. This archaeological exercise must then locate instances of the British colonial discourse which drove its worldview and strategic action in this period. The only available source to execute this vital task is the de-classified British colonial national security files housed in the British archives. This was done with copies of these files collected and deconstructed by the author and published in a separate work. This deconstruction will be re-published in 2025 thereby creating “The Simbhoonath Capildeo Dossier Part 2.” The de-classified files reveal the British colonial discourse in the period 1950 to 1961 of the East Indian problem which translates to the Indian Threat to the colony in the period as the British massa insisted that T&T shall not advance along the road of constitutional reform to culminate with independence under a government dominated by Hindu Indian politicians. The massa postponed general elections due in 1955 and declared them for September 1956 after the PNM was formed in January 1956. To mitigate the Indian threat, massa needed much more than the formation of the PNM, he needed a PNM victory at the polls in 1956 and an emphatic PNM victory at the polls in 1961. To achieve this massa mobilised his assets in the leadership of the political forces opposed to the PNM in this period to ensure PNM victory. So said, so done, independence was granted on August 31st, 1962, the neo-colonial experiment was now in progress which has collapsed by the 21st century.

Capildeo in the period 1956 to 1961 by opposing both the PNM and successive leaders of the political movement supposedly opposed to the PNM, namely Bhadase Sagan Maraj and Rudranath Capildeo made himself an enemy of massa strategic intent in the British colony. Capildeo evaded an assault by all parties to silence him by dint of the effectiveness of massa assets in the PDP/ DLP structure, to successfully destroy the potency to oppose and defeat the PNM in the 1956 and 1961 general elections. A PNM defeat at the hands of the DLP in the 1961 general elections would have triggered a covert action to destabilise, destroy and replace the DLP government with a PNM government in which Capildeo would have been a prime target for destruction. The abiding lesson of the Simbhoonath Capildeo Dossier is the reality that the politics of race was constituted by massa to ensure continued hegemony over the colony to the benefit of massa and the T&T colonial oligarchy. In the run up to independence and thereafter the discourse of the politics of race was modified to benefit the neocolonial massa, the T&T oligarchy and the politicians and validating elites of T&T by keeping the two major non-white races at each other’s throat, paralysed by race hate. The discourse of the politics of race hate has no vision of the rejuvenation and development of T&T, as it is constructed to keep T&T in a state of underdevelopment for its aim can never be the rejuvenation and development of a sovereign T&T. It is simply not fit for that purpose.
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Introduction: Simbhoonath Capildeo- Exploding the Myths, Ending the Silence.
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To articulate the topic listed above is in fact to engage in the methodology of the archaeology of knowledge. The discourse of Simbhoonath Capildeo is a body of knowledge buried under myth. Myths created by the colonial overlord, the racist hegemonists, both Afro and Indo, and persons gripped with fear, fear of reprisal and vindictive persecution for having the experiential memories that contradict these myths.

The myths have relentlessly attempted to silence the discourse/ the worldview of Simbhoonath Capildeo, for it is the sin of the articulators of these myths to condemn Trinbago to twenty-five racist winner takes all years of political action in which all persons and social forces opposed to Williams and the PNM were relegated to the futile politics of opposition and some thirty five years in which Indo- Trinbagonians were consigned to the wasteland of opposition politics in a racist hegemonist social/ political order. A politics of opposition characterized by servility and the complicity by Indo-Trinbagonian political leadership with Afro racist hegemony.

The death of Williams in 1981, the rise and demise of the NAR 1986-1991, the failure of the post-Williams PNM to retain the hegemony enjoyed by Williams saw the resurgence of the politics of electoral fluidity re- emerging in 1995 as in 1956. But in 1995 the UNC led by Basdeo Panday refused to engage in the ultimate act of self- immolation a la the Bhadase Sagan Maraj model of 1956.

In the general elections of 1956, the PNM were effectively challenged in specific electoral constituencies that were in fact marginal in their race composition. Secondly, another type of marginal seat existed in areas where the electoral voter bases of the Butler Party and the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) together were larger than that of the PNM. Type one seats were: St. Joseph and Tunapuna. Type 2 seats were: St. Patrick Central and Nariva/ Mayaro.

The constituency of St. Joseph was won by the PNM candidate, Kamaluddin Mohammed, with a majority of 109 votes over the second placed candidate Chanka Maharaj, whilst the independent candidate financed by Bhadase Sagan Maraj, Vivian Kangalee, polled 873 votes. The Maraj financed independent candidate gave the PNM the St. Joseph seat by dint of the fact that the close relationship Kangalee enjoyed with Maraj was of the required potency to draw the necessary votes from Chanka Maharaj to defeat the PNM candidate in 1956. The constituency of Tunapuna was won by the PNM candidate, Learie Constantine, with a majority of 169 votes over the candidate of the PDP, Surujpat Mathura, whilst the independent candidate financed by Bhadase Sagan Maraj, Rattan Harracksingh polled 708 votes, which gave the PNM the seat of Tunapuna. Harracksingh was a known foot soldier of Bhadase Maraj, which effectively influenced enough voters to vote for him rather than Mathura resulting in the victory of the PNM. The Port of Spain Gazette of Friday June 22nd, 1956 in an article titled “Lee quits PNM and 6 join up.” reports that Vivian Kangalee and Rattan Harracksingh were on Monday 18th June 1956 accepted as members of the PNM party. The Port of Spain Gazette of Thursday May 31st, 1956 in an article titled “Is that Joseph...Maraj Alliance breaking up” reports that Vivian Kangalee who was the named PDP candidate for St Joseph denied that he had given the PDP the authority to name him as a PDP candidate. Kangalee and Harracksingh who failed to be confirmed as PDP candidates for the seats of St Joseph and Tunapuna respectively subsequently joined the PNM. The failure of the PNM to choose Kangalee and Harracksingh for the said seats they then contested both seats as independents financed by Bhadase Sagan Maraj.  

The constituency of Nariva/ Mayaro was won by the PNM candidate, Victor Campbell with a majority of 626 votes over the PDP candidate Ramprasad Bhoolai. Ramprasad Bhoolai was a faithful foot soldier of Bhadase Maraj and Bhadase deliberately chose to contest the Nariva/ Mayaro seat thereby splitting the anti-PNM vote as the candidate for the Butler Party, Babooram Nathai, was a long-standing politician of the area having contested the 1946 general elections. Nariva/ Mayaro was a newly created seat for the 1956 general elections drawn from the seat termed the Eastern Counties in the 1950 general elections. To place Bhoolai in the 1956 general elections fray for Nariva/ Mayaro was an attempt to use a faithful foot soldier to ensure that Nathai and the Butler Party did not win the said seat. But the Butler Party candidate for Nariva/Mayaro, Babooram Nathai, was an active member of the Maha Sabha for the Trinidad Guardian reports that on the 28th August 1954 the Rio Claro Hindu school was opened by the President of the Maha Sabha Bhadase Maraj and Babooram Nathai was the master of ceremony. The result of the poll for 1956 indicates that the defeat of the PNM was only assured with unity of the PDP and the BP political parties. To refuse to choose Nathai as the PDP candidate of the said seat was a failure of perception and strategy that changed the political future of Trinbago. It is apparent that Bhadase calculated on a victory in Nariva/ Mayaro and victory must be realized with a suppliant foot soldier as the representative for the said seat.

Alexander C. Alexis won the constituency of St. Patrick Central. Alexander Alexis an independent won by one vote over the candidate for the Butler Party. The victory of Alexis was assured by the independent candidacy of Seusankar Seunarine a faithful foot soldier and independent candidate financed by Bhadase Maraj who polled 2,448 votes.

By these actions it is evident that Bhadase gambled on a final result in which the PDP would have done much better in the 1956 general elections than it actually did. Bhadase gambled that the PDP would have won between 12 to 14 seats and would have formed the next government by creating a coalition if it was necessary; which meant that Bhadase needed to have members of his legislative council base faithful to him. Bhadase was delusional in 1956 to the extent where he was preparing himself for the post of Chief Minister and Premier before he won a majority in the 1956 general elections.

What was then the import of this action by Bhadase Maraj? It must be noted that in 1956 the PDP contested only 14 out of 24 seats. It is only the PNM in 1956 that contested all 24 seats up for grabs in the general elections. The Butler Party contested 20 of 24 seats and given Butler’s chronic dependence on Maraj’s financial resources the Butler Party was in fact a satellite of the PDP. Maraj’s action gave the PNM 13 seats without the three seats the PNM’s total would have been 10 out of 24 seats and unable to form a government, the PDP’s final total would have been 7 seats, and the Butler Party 3 seats. Two seats would have been under the control of independent candidates: St. Joseph and Naparima. The coalition party Trinidad Labour Party/ National Democratic Party held two seats: Tobago and St. Andrew/ St. David.

Regardless of the horse-trading that would have ensued in the era of post 1956 general elections there was to be no Williams/ PNM racist hegemony. The thirty- nine years, in which the Hindu Indo- Trinbagonian population bore the brunt, the assault of racist Williams/ PNM hegemony would never have been. Why? Because the colonial overlord would have been halted in the move to install Williams and the PNM as those fit to rule to lead Trinbago into neo- colonial formal independence. The colonial overlord would have been forced to either end the path to full internal self- government, thence independence under PNM hegemony or bend to the wishes of the electorate and install a government of national unity in 1956 with the foremost promoter of national unity elected to the legislative council in 1956 being Simbhoonath Capildeo.

The karmic reverberations of Bhadase Sagan Maraj’s act of self- immolation changed the history of Trinbago irrevocably from 1956 to 2002. For Afro and Indo hegemonists are locked in a battle for state power which now for the first time in the history of Trinbago effectively makes manifest the Bosnian model of a social order premised on race/ ethnic cleansing. Bhadase’s action gave room, vent, space to a political system and moreso governance premised upon racist hegemony and the winner takes all. Bhadase must therefore stand before the bar of Trinbagonian history charged and convicted as the perpetrator of the most potent blow against the promise and possibility of a sustainable democratic Trinbagonian social order free of racist hegemony. The general elections of 1956 stand therefore as the watershed in the history of race relations and the political and constitutional development of Trinbago.

Where then does Simbhoonath Capildeo feature in this watershed and the years leading up to 1956 and thereafter? On Friday 19th October 1951 the Member of the Legislative Council for St. Joseph, Chanka Maharaj was absent from the legislative council whilst his petition for permission to present a private bill for the Incorporation of the Trustees of the Hindu Sanatan Dharma Association of Trinidad was read by the Clerk. This petition of Chanka Maharaj and others would die an unnatural death in the legislative council. On the 25th January 1952 Minister of Education and Social Services would present his petition to the legislative council for permission to introduce a private bill for the incorporation of the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha.

On the 16th May 1952 Minister Roy Joseph was again the member of the legislative council who moved the motion that the Bill be read a second time on the 16th May 1952. The first and second readings of the Bill were carried out in the session of the 16th May 1952. The said bill envisaged in fact an amalgamation of the Hindu Sanatan Dharma Association of Trinidad and the Sanatan Dharma Board of Control. Two Sanatan Dharma associations were then being joined to form one umbrella organisation, a move designed to end the fracturing of the Sanatan Dharma community of Trinbago. Between Chanka Maharaj’s move of 1951 and the move of January 1952 the actions and worldview of Simbhoonath Capildeo was made manifest, for the brilliance of the worldview lay not only in the finessing of the move to organisational solidarity amongst devotees of Sanatan Dharma, but in the conceptualisation of the aims and objectives of the Maha Sabha and moreover in the political alliance between himself and Roy Joseph.

The aims and objectives of the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha as presented in the petition of Roy Joseph on Friday 25th January 1952 in the Legislative Council are as follows:

“The aims and objectives of the said ‘Sanatana Maha Sabha’ are as follows: -


	To secure for the Sanatanist Hindus of the colony of Trinidad and Tobago the increased enjoyment of all religious liberties and to make representations to Government and other competent authorities for this purpose;

	To propagate and teach the tenets of Hinduism throughout the Colony by organising religious teachers and preachers to teach and preach the Sanatanist religion and control its welfare;

	To establish and run schools, colleges, orphanages, hostels etc, for the educational and cultural training of the Hindu boys and girls of the Colony;

	To devise ways and means of giving aid to Temples (Shiva Mandirs and Krishna Mandirs), Kutias, Hindu Schools and other similar institutions which are affiliated to the Maha Sabha;

	To bring in unity and mutual regard and love amongst the different sects and castes of the Hindus, and to abstain from any discrimination whatever;

	To promote the observance of all Hindu festivals, and to publish for the information of all Hindus, religious tracts and literature to interest them in all festivals;

	To make, do, and cause to be done, all such acts and things as may be necessary to raise the standard and status of ‘Sanatana Dharma Maha Sabha’ and Sanatanists in the Colony;

	To be the sole religious body representing the Sanatanist Hindus of the Colony.”




(Hansard Friday 25th January 1952 Columns 964-965)



Simbhoonath Capildeo, in alliance with the then Minister of Education and Social Services, not only set about the task of incorporating in 1952 the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha, but more pressing was the need to devise and implement an action plan to erect within the shortest time frame possible a network of structures dedicated to the education of the children of the Sanatan Dharmists in the colony of Trinbago. From 1952 to May 1956 some 33 Maha Sabha schools were erected under the oversight of Simbhoonath Capildeo in his alliance with Roy Joseph. In January 1953 the Felicity Hindu School was opened, construction commenced immediately upon the incorporation of the Maha Sabha in 1952, built on land donated by Simbhoonath Capildeo as trustee for lands secured by his father Pundit Capildeo in 1911 for the said purpose. The Dorman Nursery School at Felicity opened in September 1954 was also built on land donated by Simbhoonath Capildeo as trustee for lands secured for the said purpose by his father Pundit Capildeo. The Trinidad Gazette of Sunday May 20th 1956, in an article titled “Beware of the Leopard” would speak of a triumvirate termed the Leopard, the Brain and the ex- Boy Scout, Bhadase Maraj, Simbhoonath Capildeo and Roy Joseph respectively. Simbhoonath Capildeo in his response to clause (d) of the aims and objectives of the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha would construct the Paschim Kaashi, Benares of the West, at Ethel Street, St. James known as the Port of Spain Hindu Mandir (see geocities.com/posmandir) commencing in 1962.This was in keeping with the praxis of his father, Pundit Capildeo, as the Shiva-Shankar Mandir of 135 Cacandee Road, Felicity was built on land held in trust dating back to 1911 by Pundit Capildeo for the express purpose of the construction of places of worship and education for the Hindu community of Felicity. Pundits Hargobin and Baboo who resided on the compound of the Shiva-Shankar Mandir were in fact married to two daughters of Pundit Capildeo, Tara and Kunti, sisters of Simbhoonath Capildeo. Land held in trust by Pundit Capildeo in 1911 was then utilised to provide a Mandir, a primary school and a pre-school for the Hindu community of Felicity by the Capildeo family.

The watershed of the 1956 general elections would then result in the alienation of Simbhoonath Capildeo from Bhadase Sagan Maraj and the Maha Sabha. The final action of Capildeo in the pre- 1956 period that was to set the stage for the debacle of the 1956 general elections was the creation of the People’s Democratic Party led by Bhadase Sagan Maraj and the control of the All Trinidad Sugar Estates and Factory Workers’ Trade Union by Bhadase Sagan Maraj as President. The Maha Sabha was incorporated in 1952 and the People’s Democratic Party was launched in 1953. From the outset the PDP’s strategy was premised upon a coalition of forces to oppose and defeat the PNM at the polls of 1956.

The coalition was premised upon the Indo- Trinbagonian vote and the vote garnered by coalition partners as Tubal Uriah Butler. Butler’s lifestyle was financed to a large extent by Bhadase Maraj. Butler did not have the finances necessary for the 1956 general elections campaign and it was understood that in a coalition with the PDP such finances would be forthcoming. Butler’s strength lay in the constituencies of St. Patrick West and Central, and Ortoire/ Mayaro. In Ortoire/ Mayaro a single candidate, whether of the Butler Party (BP) or the PDP, would have denied this seat to the PNM. The accord with the BP broke down before the 1956 general elections and by nomination day 1956 it was apparent that Bhadase’s move to place independent and other candidates in specific seats was an act designed to deny the anti- PNM forces power in 1956. This act of sublime stupidity assured PNM political hegemony from 1956- 1986.

The question that arises is: What motivated such an action by Bhadase? The plain and simple fact of the matter is that a victorious coalition of anti- PNM forces in 1956 would soon see the relegation of Bhadase to the political sidelines, for Bhadase was neither Chief Minister nor Premier nor Prime Minister material. In the cut and thrust of anti- PNM coalition politics in the run up to the 1956 general elections Bhadase simply never figured as the maximum leader. The same can also be said for Tubal Butler, which resulted in the debate between Bhadase Maraj first with Roy Joseph and then Victor Bryan over leadership of a coalition of political forces with the ever present threat that the Brain was waiting in the wings capable and envisioned. Bhadase’s action put paid to all such permutations of power and leadership and Williams in his coalition with the colonial overlord never looked back and was ever thankful to Bhadase which was made manifest in the event of the 1970 Black Power unrest.

Bhadase made his move for control of the ATSEFWTU in 1954, literally paying the dues of members of the union to ensure his voting base within the union membership. Control of the union was a necessary plank of the strategy to win the 1956 general elections. The strategy was adopted to not only increase the paid-up membership of the union but in addition, moves were made to unify the number of unions, which represented the sugar workers. Moreover, a policy of industrial engagement with the Sugar Manufacturers’ Federation (SMF) was put in place where the union called strikes in 1954 and 1956 seeking improved wages and better working conditions for members of the union. The Port of Spain Gazette Thursday June 21st, 1956 in an article titled “Armed Police at PDP Meeting” reports that at a meeting held by the PDP at St. Helena junction on Tuesday night, Bhadase Maraj stated that with Dr Lee and Simbhoonath Capildeo he had financed the 1954 sugar workers strike. In like manner Simbhoonath Capildeo and Bhadase Maraj financed the 1956 sugar workers’ strike. The 1956 strike in the sugar industry was premised upon a merger of the All Trinidad Sugar Estates and Factory Workers Trade Union (ATSEFWTU) and the Sugar Industry Labour Union (SILU) into the Federation of Unions of Sugar Workers and Cane Farmers. The Federation of Unions took strike action on Saturday April 21st,1956 and would last for some 24 days as it was called off on Tuesday 15th May 1956. The political strategy underpinning the strike would involve engagement with the then Minister of Labour, Albert Gomes to highlight Gomes’ inability to settle the strike in an equitable manner given Gomes’ subservience to the Sugar Manufacturers Federation. The trade union movement was called upon through the Trades Union Council of Trinbago to pressure Gomes to arrive at an equitable settlement to the strike. Engagement with the multiplicity of sugar estates and sugar factories was one means to ensure that the workers in the cane were solidly behind the leadership of the PDP.

The SMF would not only reject the wage proposals of the Federation of Unions but also dismiss the Federation as being an entity, which it did not recognise as the true representative of sugar workers and cane farmers. The SMF simply refused to recognise, much less negotiate with, the Federation of Unions. Gomes, even if he was so inclined, had no power to enforce arbitration between the SMF and the Federation of Unions. The legal adviser to the SILU and the then legislative council representative for Caroni South, Mitra Sinanan would announce that the federation of unions was illegal, null and void and ordered all members of the SILU back to work on the 3rd May 1956. On the 13th May 1956 the Port of Spain Gazette reports that the Seamen and Waterfront Workers’ Trade Union had washed its hands of the sugar workers’ strike. The ATSEFWTU was then literally marginalised and forced back to work with nothing gained for the workers in terms of their compensation package. The salient lesson was the power and recalcitrance of the colonial overlord when faced with industrial action. The rancour, bitterness and victimization of workers that were active in the strike action would poison industrial relations in the cane belt in the 1960s and 1970s. What is noteworthy is that in the immediate aftermath of the 1956 strike Bhadase would relinquish leadership of the ATSEFWTU to Edward Geoffroy. The Port of Spain Gazette of Sunday June 3rd, 1956 in an article titled “Union Bar Rienzi” would report that on the preceding Friday A. Geoffroy, then President of the ATSEFWTU, attempted to resign as President and be replaced by Adrian Cola Rienzi as the new President of the union. The executive rejected Geoffroy’s proposal.

The realities of the 1956 sugar strike would in fact determine Bhadase’s comprador praxis with the SMF in future years. The Port of Spain Gazette of Thursday May 24th,1956 in an article titled “Maraj back in picture for boss of sugar unions” reports that the ATSEFWTU and the SILU had offered to Bhadase leadership of both unions; but Bhadase had requested that Gomes determine if the SMF was willing to recognise any sugar union headed by Bhadase. The dice were then cast. Lionel Seukaran would give some detail of the comprador relationship that existed between Bhadase Sagan Maraj and Tate and Lyle in 1961. Seukeran states as follows:


“After the Federal elections, Bhadase Sagan Maraj, when he sent us to London in ’61, it was his money that kept us because when Solomon ran back we had to remain in London for two months. Bhadase used to get an allowance in Trinidad for his movement, from Tate and Lyle. He made that allowance payable to us, the three of us, so for two months we were never short of British pounds, thanks to the generosity of Bhadase Sagan Maraj.”

(Maharaj, D. Ramlakhan, R. 2001 Pg. 131)



According to Seukaran in 1961 Maraj was on the payroll of Tate and Lyle clearly for services rendered towards ensuring a docile and compliant sugar labour force. Maraj was then in 1961 running a union that was in the pockets of the multinational sugar company of the British empire, a company union. It is also obvious that Tate and Lyle was hedging their political bets by contributing to Maraj’s personal slush fund.

Simbhoonath Capildeo would make two trips to India with Bhadase Sagan Maraj, both before the 1956 general elections. Both trips involved soliciting the support of the Birla family originally of Rajasthan. It was the support of the Birla Group, which enabled the vision of the establishment of a complex of tertiary education both secular, and in Hinduism in Trinidad. Aditya Vikram Birla would have the plans drawn and visit Trinidad for the turning of the sod of the said tertiary education complex. Bhadase Sagan Maraj mobilised the membership of the Maha Sabha, including the students of its schools, towards raising funds for the erection of the said tertiary institutions. On their second visit to India to meet with Aditya Vikram Birla towards finalising the funding of the said tertiary institutions, Bhadase Maraj was questioned by Birla on the existence of accounts for the funds collected and disbursed thus far on the project. Bhadase Maraj indicated to Birla that no such accounts existed and there was no need for such accounts as the money collected and disbursed was the concern of Bhadase Maraj and him alone. At this juncture Birla washed his hands of the project forever turning the back of the Birla group on the Hindu population of Trinbago, which in fact constituted a grave loss of possible investment opportunity in Trinbago for by the 1980’s the Aditya Birla Group was already the industry sector leader of the Indian economy in textiles, cement, aluminium, chemicals, fertilisers, fibre and financial services. Another sin of Maraj, which changed forever the history of Trinbago. Simbhoonath Capildeo walked out on Bhadase Maraj heading for London instead and he returned from London estranged from Bhadase Maraj, which would blossom into an ongoing contradiction with violent confrontations between both men. In fact, Simbhoonath Capildeo was not on Bhadase’s team of candidates for the 1956 general elections for Bhadase Maraj had introduced S.B. Dolsingh as the replacement candidate for Simbhoonath Capildeo. In fact, Simbhoonath Capildeo was forced to swallow his pride and lobby within the PDP to be placed as a candidate on its slate in 1956 faced with competition from Bhadase’s proxy who was expelled from the PNM in February 1956 for being disobedient to PNM party policy. There was then no organic relationship between Bhadase Maraj and Simbhoonath Capildeo and the signal failures of the political leadership of the IndoTrinbagonian electorate who prided themselves on being maximum leaders was manifest from the political praxis of the first of three maximum leaders: Bhadase Sagan Maraj to the third and current maximum leader Basdeo Panday. Bhadase Maraj not only failed miserably to erect the tertiary institution along the Churchill-Roosevelt highway, but would most of all set in train the erection of an edifice of racist hegemony that enjoyed state power from 1956 to 1986, trapping the Indo- Trinbagonian on the benches of opposition politics in all its futility. This edifice was premised upon strategic political blunders and the willingness to cut deals with Williams for the personal gain of the maximum political leaders of the Indo- Trinbagonian electorate. It was made manifest with Bhadase Maraj, continued with Rudranath Capildeo and attained never before experienced heights under the hegemony of Basdeo Panday. For unlike Maharaj and Capildeo, Panday led the Indo- Trinbagonian electorate out of the wilderness of opposition politics and back to the same wilderness with no hope of ever leaving this political limbo under the leadership of Panday or any leader drawn from within the United National Congress.

––––––––

[image: ]


The Worldview of Simbhoonath Capildeo

The bedrock of Capildeo’s worldview is his belonging to Trinbago, his ‘rootedness,’ his organic bond in/to Trinidad and Tobago. Capildeo never views himself as a castaway thrown up on the shores of Trinbago. Capildeo was born in Trinidad, to Trinidad he belongs, and it is to Trinbago he would give his life, for Capildeo refuses to look back across the kala pani as a castaway or to formulate positions as indesh. As a bona fide citizen of the independent Trinbago Capildeo demands all of the civil rights and fundamental human rights afforded him under the 1962 Independence constitution and international conventions to which an independent Trinbago is signatory to.

The primary enemy of the Capildeo worldview is racist hegemony. Any discourse/ worldview which insists that a specific race grouping in Trinbago is destined to rule, to violate every civil and fundamental human right enshrined in the 1962 constitution, to appropriate the resources of the state for the benefit of specific race/ political elite groupings Capildeo was opposed openly, vocally, publicly to the point of placing himself in harm’s way. Capildeo assaulted publicly and openly the racist hegemonist white grouping within the DLP. He would also assault the Indo racist hegemonists of the DLP, but his political forte was the exposure through reasoned debate of the racist hegemony of the PNM led by Eric Williams.

Capildeo in his speeches in the House on British Guiana, Southern Rhodesia and South Africa would not only reveal his near fanatical hatred of racist hegemony in all its diversities, but he would also reveal his self- consciousness and overwhelming reality that Capildeo had located himself in the world order and was loving himself. Something his nephew Vidia is still seeking in all the wrong places for his pilgrimage to the Lion House (www://thelionhouse.com), Chaguanas is yet to be made. Simbhoonath Capildeo was the first articulator of the discourse of black liberation in the political system of Trinbago. It was not Eric Williams for ‘Massa Day Done’ was in no way a discourse of black liberation.

Capildeo defines himself as being a black man vis a vis the dominant white male. Capildeo insists that apartheid in Southern Rhodesia in 1966 was the direct result of the racist oppression levied upon non- white people by our ex- colonial master, Britain, but he goes further by insisting that South Africa and Southern Rhodesia could have defied the wishes of the black African majorities in both countries because of the express failures of the leaders of black people the world over to do what was necessary to remove the shackles from the minds and limbs of non- white people. Capildeo was then like Fanon, Malcolm X, the Black Panthers, and Kwame Ture insistent that non- white leadership had capitulated to the demands of the white man for a neo- colonial order.

The salient lesson of the praxis of Simbhoonath Capildeo is that you can in your praxis assault racist hegemony without seeking to put in place racist hegemony. Such is the consummate failure of the political praxis of Basdeo Panday, for from 1976- 1995 Basdeo Panday assailed PNM and NAR racist hegemony only to release upon the political system and the social order Indo racist hegemony with his access to state power in 1995. The carnage that visited the non- Indian membership of the UNC, especially those members who joined before 1991, stands as the most potent indication of racist hegemonist exclusion never seen nor experienced before in the political history of Trinbago.

The basis of this racist carnage was laid in the refusal to accept the candidacy of Surendranath Capildeo in 1995, for Surendranath Capildeo constituted a threat to the grab for power of various players desirous of power within the UNC, but with a non- existent power base in the East- West corridor. Surendranath Capildeo straddled both worlds, north and south of the Caroni River. The praxis of Simbhoonath Capildeo was the foundation upon which Surendranath Capildeo built his political praxis, and it is in affirmation of the karma of the praxis of Simbhoonath Capildeo that his son, Surendranath was visited by a stream of assassins on the night of the long knives in 1995.

Simbhoonath Capildeo would assail PNM racist hegemony relentlessly in his two terms of office, one as a member of the legislative council and one as a member of the House of Representatives of Trinbago. His was the task to refuse to surrender or become complicitious with the Williams agenda, whilst articulating a hollow discourse of anti- PNM racist hegemony. Capildeo would present the evidence of racist PNM hegemony created and articulated by Williams in PNM policies on the crash programme, on the sugar industry, on the rice industry, on education, on the nationalization of the private bus companies, BWIA and the telephone company, on electoral reform, the boundaries commission and the voting machines, on the cane farmers, on the Maha Sabha Schools, on the education bill, on industrial relations and on Southern Rhodesia. Capildeo, through his discourse over ten years in public life strips bare, exposes and flagellates the hybrid body of PNM racist hegemony in all its physical and mental retardations, only for his son to see the monster in all its retardations invoked by Indo racist hegemonists and unleashed upon a society that was in visible sections seeking to end the mindless miasma of the nigger/ coolie syndrome.

Capildeo would view the manner in which the leaders of the Hindu community interacted and dealt with the racist anti Hindu, anti- Indian position of the colonial overlord and their alliance with PNM racist hegemony to deny the Hindu population access to state power, and pronounce the said unfit, corrupt and complicitious with PNM racist hegemony. For Capildeo, the Indo-Trinbagonian political, religious and economic leadership were in fact gunga dins. They had all surrendered first to the white colonial overlord who then passed them on as lap dogs to the PNM. Capildeo would in fact articulate the discourse of the servile race, he insists that the Indo- Trinbagonian had accepted their servility and would in fact refuse to defend their rights, to draw lines in the sand for the PNM because of their servility, premised upon the concept of ‘stooping to conquer.’ Capildeo would relentlessly attack the leadership of the very institutions he conceptualised and was central to their creation, the primary ones being the Maha Sabha, the PDP and DLP.

On the issue of the deliberate attempt of the PNM to halt the march of the Maha Sabha in the erection of dedicated school buildings which commenced in the early 1950’s under Capildeo’s worldview. He would flail away at the managerial incompetence of the Board of the Maha Sabha, but moreso he would insist that the failure of the leadership of the Maha Sabha to engage with the PNM government over its racist hegemonist education policy was a direct result of the servility of the leadership of the Maha Sabha.

Simbhoonath Capildeo articulated and insisted that the Indo- Trinbagonian population exhibited all the signs of arrested development as a result of the conditions experienced in the colonial plantation mode of production. Capildeo would not only speak of the high illiteracy rate, the health and environmental conditions under which Indo- Trinbagonians lived. He would speak of an Indo- Trinbagonian personality that was servile, afraid to confront with the white massa, and plagued with a deep inferiority complex. He would speak of the neurotic fear of the white massa in the plantation mode of production, a fear in which the symbols of progress were seen as bringing the Indo- Trinbagonian into the scrutiny of and in conflict with the plantation order.

Capildeo is then describing an Indo- Trinbagonian who exhibits the signs of arrested development, added to this are the alcoholism, interpersonal violence and deep- seated inferiority complexes. The issue then is much more than the provision of educational access to the Indo- Trinbagonian in the 1950’s, for the liberation of the mind, liberation at the level of the idea is necessary in order for the Indo- Trinbagonian to discard the burdens of a racist hegemonist colonial order. Capildeo visualized in the post-1956 debacle which was the general elections that the institutions of the Hindu community were not even pursuing as a priority educational access for the Hindu population, much less formulating a discourse of liberation at the level of the idea. The leadership of the Hindu community was for Capildeo paralysed by a fear of the Afro- Trinbagonian, convinced that any engagement with the racist hegemonist PNM government would escalate to violence and the Hindu community would be the loser in any civil war. By refusing to engage, to challenge Williams’ hegemony in the period 1956-1981 the leadership of the Hindu community aided and abetted the creation of Williams’ hegemony so facilitated by Bhadase Maraj in 1956.

It is clear that the leadership of the Hindu community after the debacle of the 1956 general elections embraced openly, as in the case of H.P. Singh, the discourse of racist Indian hegemony and consciously stooped to conquer by reproducing themselves out of being a minority within the population of Trinbago as in the 1950’s and 1960’s. Servility and a servile worldview were buttressed by a racist hegemonist discourse, which insisted that the Indo- Trinbagonian was the victim of the Creole order created by the PNM. The dream of racist hegemony was the basis of the delusional order created to stoop to conquer, for the servility of the method utilised by the Indo- Trinbagonian over determined the racist hegemony of the PNM. There is no resistance in servility and in the absence of resistance racist hegemony assumes Bosnian proportions.

The Hindu community is paying the price for the adoption of the servile discourse and the strategy of servility buttressed with racist hegemony. For there is now in 2002 politics without righteousness, and liberation at the level of the idea is a dead issue, for Dharma has been hijacked by what is pragmatic and bhakti is a concept of relevance only to the devotees who have renounced the world. The racist Indian hegemonist wielding state power in 1995 had then to prove that the servile, weak, pliant, gunga din will now roar hence every rule, convention and religious restriction on human behaviour must now be flouted, abused and reviled. In 1995, an entire race was now flushed with the giddy reckless headiness of being finally liberated, of being independent. The events of 31st August 1962, of 1970, of 1990 were irrelevant to their experiences in which they took no part, for in those events of social import they had banished themselves withdrawing into alienated, inward- looking servile selves. This was a people who chose ambivalence in their personal relation to Trinbago rather than nationalism. This is a people who believe that nationalism and liberation can only be attained through racist hegemony.

Simbhoonath Capildeo rejected servility, alienation and ambivalence in his relationship with Trinbago; he participated in the major social events of Trinbago. He embraced the 1962 Independence constitution, predicted the events of 1970, and in his final days on earth experienced the 1990 coup d’état. By refusing servility, he rejected complicity with the colonial overlord for Indo- Trinbagonian leadership surrendered to the colonial massa on the issue of the boundaries commission, the representation of the people’s act, the voting machines and most of all the 1962 Independence constitution. Capildeo would reject the servility of the Indo- Trinbagonian leadership of the DLP when faced with the white grab for power in the DLP leading up to and after the federal elections of 1958. He would in the legislative council expose and relentlessly assault the racist hegemonist position of his brother Rudranath on independence for British Guiana. He would expose those of the DLP who surrendered to the colonial massa leading up to independence in 1962.

It is Simbhoonath Capildeo who insisted that he wished he could burn every sugar estate in Trinidad to effect the liberation of the persons so trapped on the sugar plantations. He would also call upon the Maha Sabha to burn every school building, which the PNM refused to grant permission for their use as schools. Capildeo would insist that every Maha Sabha school building that remained closed must be burnt to the ground for they were megaliths of shame rebuking the servile, hand wringing shucking and jiving impotence of the Maha Sabha and Hindus of Trinbago in the face of triumphalist PNM racist hegemony. Long before Rudranath Capildeo made his infamous call to arms during the 1961 general elections campaign; Simbhoonath Capildeo single handedly led the assault on the system of electoral reforms rammed through the House of Representatives by the PNM led by Williams. It was Simbhoonath Capildeo who called for civil disobedience to resist the electoral changes put in place by the PNM, especially the changes in electoral registration, the electoral boundaries and the voting machines. Capildeo would call for the destruction of the voting machines by citizens of Trinbago in an act of defiance to signal rejection of the attempt by the PNM to fraudulently acquire an electoral victory in the 1961 general elections. The issue was not at the time the accuracy of the claims made by Simbhoonath Capildeo against the PNM and the introduction of the voting machine; but the fact that in the face of a bold and brazen attempt to steal a crucial general election clearly indicated by the collusion of the colonial overlord with the PNM to gerrymander the electoral boundaries and to dramatically switch from the ballot box to the voting machine when for the first time a national voter identity card was introduced reeked of the quest for falsifiable means to ensure an electoral victory.

Capildeo stood alone as the leadership of the DLP openly and brazenly capitulated and sold out the persons who had elected them to the Legislative Council and the House of Representatives. The servile gunga dins of the DLP were duped, intimidated or simply sold out to the colonial overlords and their PNM lap dogs. Stephen Carpoondeo Maharaj was simply defeated at the level of the idea as a member of the boundaries commission appointed by the colonial overlord. Sinanan and Seukeran would sell out for favours granted by the colonial overlord and Williams. Simbhoonath Capildeo stood alone in his refusal to be a servile gunga din and for that he paid the price within the DLP and in the wider society. However, the deepest cut would be placed by his brother Dr. Rudranath Capildeo, “Et tu, Brute?”.

Dr. Rudranath Capildeo contested and won the general election for the constituency of St. Augustine as political leader of the DLP in 1961. Rudranath Capildeo was relegated to the opposition benches as the leader of the opposition; his brother Simbhoonath was relegated to the ‘B’ side of the DLP in opposition. Moreso Simbhoonath was not appointed as an opposition representative to committees and conferences that dealt with formal independence and the independence constitution. Simbhoonath Capildeo performed his duties as the Member for Parliament for Couva from 1961 to 1966 as an exile within an opposition party which represented a race in exile.

Rudranath Capildeo would move early in the 1961-66 term of the House of Representatives to apply for lengthy periods of leave from the House of Representatives and move to play with the nine DLP members of parliament remaining over the filling of the post of Leader of the Opposition. Stephen Carpoondeo Maharaj, Ashford Sinanan and the willing lap dog of Rudranath Capildeo Vernon Jamadar were all too willing to further marginalize Simbhoonath Capildeo within the DLP and the Opposition to indicate their suitability for the post of leader of the opposition and by extension their faithfulness to the Indo maximum leader. It is a common characteristic exhibited during Simbhoonath Capildeo’s one term in the legislative council and one term in the House of Representatives where members of the PDP and the DLP in opposition, including the political leaders of both parties, deliberately incapacitated the effectiveness of the opposition in debate to present itself as an alternative government by silencing Simbhoonath Capildeo, to the point of reluctantly appointing him leader of the opposition and reversing that position summarily.

The deepest cut into the back of Simbhoonath Capildeo would come in 1965 in the run up to the 1966 general elections. On Friday 30th July 1965, the Trinidad Guardian would carry an interview on its front page with Rudranath Capildeo. Capildeo made two salient points: one was the benefits brought to Trinbago by PNM rule for the PNM had brought peace to Trinbago and such peace merited a further 20 years of PNM rule. The second point is an attempt on his life by an assassin hired to murder him by his brother Simbhoonath Capildeo. Rudranath insisted that Simbhoonath had threatened to shoot him before the assassination attempt and that all the problems at the level of the DLP were the fault of Simbhoonath Capildeo. The basis of Rudranath’s assault on Simbhoonath was not his rejection of Simbhoonath’s worldview, his brand of politics or his attacks on Rudranath for his complicity with Williams. The reason was much more base than that, for it was motivated by the desire for money with an aversion to hard work.

At this time Simbhoonath was moving to develop lands held by the family at Petit Valley. Both Rudranath and Kalawatee were adamant that Simbhoonath was ripping off his siblings, and Rudranath called upon Simbhoonath to either purchase his share of the land or to liquidate the entire estate and then pay him for his share in cash. Rudranath was in 1965 intent on liquidating the patrimony bequeathed to him by his mother and father, clearly he was building a nest egg of cash for a lifestyle external of Trinbago. Ramdeen (2000) speaks of the house in London at 17 Malwood Road (Pg. 54). Allies of Rudranath eyed lasciviously the family’s lands at Petit Valley and precipitated the confrontation of siblings Rudranath, Kalawatee and Simbhoonath. Simbhoonath would raise the necessary funding, pay off Rudranath who subsequently died in exile in England. The more pressing question therefore arises if Simbhoonath challenged Rudranath for leadership of the DLP, which ultimately led to his political demise? From the evidence it is clear, contrary to the position of Brassington and Seukaran, that Simbhoonath was never in the running for leadership of the DLP following the withdrawal of Bhadase Maraj as political leader of the DLP. The war between Maraj and Simbhoonath was open and palpable towards the end of the 1956-1961 term of the legislative council and Maraj’s control over the DLP was such to deny any hope Simbhoonath may have entertained to become the next political leader. In fact, Simbhoonath’s candidacy for the PDP in the 1956 general elections was not assured, such was the intensity of the war between Simbhoonath and Bhadase. Likewise, Simbhoonath’s war of words with Rudranath would work to place his candidacy in the 1961 general elections in jeopardy. What is then apparent from Siegler (2001) is that Rudranath Capildeo in 1962 made a deal of capitulation on the final form of the 1962 independence constitution of Trinbago with the colonial massa and was subsequently rewarded both monetarily and with favours, one of which was to be leader of the opposition whilst in absentia from Trinbago. In 1965, Rudranath Capildeo arrogant in his subservience to the colonial massa returned to Trinbago to purge the DLP of all persons who were not toeing his political line and refusing to be devotees in his cult of personality. Having fully accepted his designated role as perpetual leader of futile opposition Rudranath ever expecting that he would continue to be the leader of opposition in absentia moved to purge the DLP of its hostile, recalcitrant minority vocally opposed to his maximum leadership, for in its potent irrelevance to electoral politics of Trinbago in 1965/ 1966 the DLP was brutally and terminally purged by Rudranath leading up to the 1966 general elections. The reality is that whether he desired to be political leader or not powerful forces within the PDP, the DLP, and the Maha Sabha ensured that Simbhoonath would be always identified as the troublemaker, the political Dalit. Simbhoonath Capildeo therefore carried the shame of his brother’s complicity with the colonial massa and moreover his surrender to the colonial massa and Eric Williams for material rewards in keeping with the discourse of the gunga din. Rudranath Capildeo when faced with the might of the colonial massa and the guile of those in its employ, as Ellis Clarke, chose personal gain/ to sell out, over the interests of his supporters and Trinbago. Simbhoonath Capildeo in his relentless assault on the racist hegemony of Eric Williams and the PNM from 1956 would in fact convict his brother of treason against the supporters of the DLP. And in so doing walk away from national politics in 1966 burdened with the shame of his brother’s sin against the supporters of the DLP. It was then necessary that Rudranath expel Simbhoonath from the DLP in 1965, for such was the means to distance oneself from the sin of your brother. History would record the passage of Rudranath Capildeo as the second of the triumvirate that condemned the Hindu population of Trinbago to political futility and the circularity of self- hate and self- immolation, the first being Bhadase Sagan Maraj and the third is Basdeo Panday.

Simbhoonath Capildeo offers then by his praxis a path of sustainable liberation from the arrested development that was the lot of the indentured immigrants from India and their children born in Trinbago. Capildeo would attain his liberation by applying the dharma and bhakti of the path/ discourse of Sanatan Dharma. Through the methodology of disciplined devotion via the dharmic way Capildeo developed a worldview of righteousness, which indicates that righteousness exalts a person and a nation. Capildeo’s undying gifts to the Hindus of Trinbago and the nation as a whole is his dharmic praxis which showed by his daily life that one can banish from one’s worldview in Trinbago the concept of racist hegemony. One can embrace all forms of diversity and find strength in diversity, strength that shores up righteousness.

The writer has many memories of Simbhoonath Capildeo derived from intense readings of his contributions to the Legislative Council and the House of Representatives, but the concept of socialism as articulated by Capildeo stands out in my mind for it reveals the rigor of his thought and once more the fact that he was ahead of his time. Capildeo repeatedly insisted in the 1940’s and 1950’s that he was a socialist, but he did not believe in big government, in totalitarianism and the dictatorship of the bureaucracy. Capildeo believed in social responsibility, in social justice, in equity, but not in big government. He was a socialist who believed in empowerment, in the marketplace, in exposing all members of the society to enterprise and being entrepreneurial. For him socialism was the means to ensure that all citizens of Trinbago enjoy and exercise the full gamut of civil rights and fundamental human rights guaranteed by the constitution.

Capildeo understood that a racist, oppressive, mal- developed colony demands a hurricane of freedom and empowerment to lift our population out of oppressive arrested development. The rejection of Simbhoonath Capildeo by the Hindu population meant in fact a rejection of the Hindu leader raised

up by the All Knowing for the liberation of the devotees from the manacles of the physical world and the world of ideas. To reject your rishi is in fact to walk on your luck and the signs of this today is plainly apparent, just look around!
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Chapter 1: Simbhoonath Capildeo 1956-1961.
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In the general elections of 1956, Simbhoonath Capildeo entered the Legislative Council of the colony of Trinbago by winning election for the seat of Caroni South on the ticket of the Peoples Democratic Party. Capildeo won 61.8% or some 8,358 votes cast compared to the 20.3% of votes cast won by the PNM candidate, Wilfred Andrew Rose.

The Supervisor of Elections in the “Report on the Legislative Council General Elections 1956 states as follows:


“In all, eight parties contested the elections one being an amalgamation of two parties. The full effect of party organization did not operate, however, seeing that 40 independents were nominated, one of whom subsequently withdrew. Party organization did have an effect on the independents, however, as the results of the elections showed.”



The multiplicity of political parties and the surge of independents are indicative of the fragmentation which followed from the events of the legislative council of 1950-1956. The colonial massa in his bid to marginalize Butler and his coalition of forces in the politics of Trinbago ensured that the executive council was in fact comprised of five individuals who saw no need for party politics premised upon a national institution.

The politics of chicken george/ gunga din were articulated through the instrument of sawdust Caesars that held supposedly political sway within specific electoral districts by dint of the so- called power of their personality and the web of patronage which enmeshed the electorate of their fiefdoms. Prime examples of this proto- caudillo politics of colonial Trinbago were: Roy Joseph of San Fernando and Victor Bryan of St. Andrew/ St. David.

The colonial massa then in the period of 1950-1956 carried the political development backwards to the era of politicians who openly consorted with massa for a seat in the executive council, spouting a discourse of gradual de- limitation from crown colony status to that of a colonial federation with independence being defined as dominion status within a colonial federation.

The general elections of 1956 were in themselves in the political de- colonization of Trinbago an anti- climax for the issue of federation was by no means settled and moreso, the issue of independence was on the backburner at best. The supposed ground- shaking event of the 1956 general elections was the appearance of Dr. Eric Williams and the Peoples National Movement on the political landscape of Trinbago. The PNM won 13 of the 24 seats up for grabs in 1956 with 38.7% of the votes cast and the PDP won 5 seats with 20.3% of the votes cast in 1956.

Williams and the PNM in 1956 woke up the sleeping giant of the electorate in county St. George. In so doing Williams and the monolith that became the PNM destroyed the politics of the proto- caudillo in Trinbago. Roy Joseph, Victor Bryan, Norman Tang and Albert Gomes were either destroyed in politics or forced to enter the politics of creating a monolith to match the PNM. Victor Bryan and Albert Gomes were then forced to enter into a political working relationship with the forces aligned as the Democratic Labour Party.

Simbhoonath Capildeo in 1956, the member for Caroni South is then entering the legislative Council for the first time, and under the leadership of Bhadase Sagan Maraj; but in no way was this his maiden foray into the politics of the colonial order, for Capildeo contested the 1946 general elections, the first under universal adult suffrage, for the seat of Caroni losing to Clarence Carmichael Abidh. In 1946, Capildeo would find himself a member of that collection of socialists, which included Patrick Solomon, David Pitt, Norman Wilfred Tang, Albert Gomes, John Bryan Gilbert Kelshall going by the name of the United Front. He would not contest the 1950 general elections, whilst Patrick Solomon lost the contest in 1950, both returning to the legislative council now on opposite sides of the 1956 political divide.

What then is the political discourse of Simbhoonath Capildeo as a member of the PDP/ DLP in the 1956-61 legislative council? What now follows is a textual exegesis of salient contributions made in the legislative council on a range of topics. At the end of the exercise the worldview of Simbhoonath Capildeo would then be un- earthed, laid bare, extracted from the archives, which hold his texts captured. It is then an exercise in textual liberation, in the archaeology of knowledge towards creating a knowledge that is empowered, that has voice in the struggle for alternate worldviews to now challenge discourses of truth which have constituted their his- tory as truth as being in hegemony.

––––––––
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BUDGET DEBATE.

On Thursday 20th December 1956 Capildeo made his contribution to the budget debate on the 1957 budget. He states:


“However, if the Government which, as I said before is being fortified by big business- bounded on the north by Mr. Cyril Merry, on the south by Mr. Patrick Hobson, on the east by Mr. Fahey, and on the west by Sir Harold Robinson- if with all this talent, business acumen and experience, they still produce a Budget showing a deficit in Surplus balances, what can one expect of any other government not so highly equipped with the financial ability possessed by the hon. Gentlemen opposite.”



Capildeo is succinctly indicating the reality that Williams had in fact formed an alliance with the colonial massa in order to form what was in effect a sterile hybrid termed “government” under the rule of the colonial massa. The colonial massa assured Williams of the voting support of the nominated members and the colonial civil servants who were members of the legislative council. Capildeo is then pointing out the strategic limitations of Williams’ budget for it must articulate in space limited by his compromise with the colonial massa and the white/ French Creole oligarchs. His platform for rejecting the 1957 budget is as follows:


“I am really indicting this Budget as being against the workers of this country. Nowhere have I seen in this Budget any attempt to bring to workers any measure of relief in any form or fashion whatever. I have looked in vain to see some hope of reduction in the price of food. I have looked in vain for any sign of reduction in the price of clothing which is a most important item in this country.”



Capildeo again states on the focus of the PNM 1957 budget given the fact that they were indebted to the colonial massa and the oligarchs. He states:


“The Government very carefully avoided workers and labourers and anything to do with the improvement of working conditions and labour. The Government has to answer a standing charge that the cocoa labourers of Trinidad are the most unfortunate people. There is no Union for them, and they have no hope of getting a piece of land, as one Member said here to put up a house if they manage to save a few dollars.”



For Capildeo the PNM budget is a business as usual budget for it fails to address the plight of the workers, the poor of the colony. What then does he propose, what is his alternative? He posits:


“If this Government had tapped the reserves within its fold- and as I pointed out there are four cardinal points, namely big business, sugar, oil and cocoa- if this Government had tapped these reserves available to it with a view to providing for the workers and labourers of this country some measure of relief, we would have had a budget which would have reflected truly a people’s budget for the entire colony.”



Here then is presented Capildeo’s concept of a peoples’ budget and what constitutes such. Another plank of a peoples’ budget for Capildeo is the maximization of revenue collection and responsible, efficient, transparent public spending towards obviating the need to raise taxation. He states:


“We feel that this Government ought not to have increased taxation in any form or fashion until they had satisfied themselves that the revenue available to them from every avenue had been fully collected and properly spent.”



Again:


“Are we getting full value for the amount of public funds which we are spending so freely? If not, and our surplus balances continue to go down as they are going down (I am sure the Minister of Finance will agree with me on this), then we shall always be budgeting for deficit.”



Finally in his contribution to the budget debate Capildeo gave his vision of the basis of revenue collection towards investment in development by stating:


“Will Government, when appointing the proposed Commission of Enquiry, bear in mind the oil and asphalt industries in this country with a view to improvement, if possible, in the income to be derived there from for the benefit of the whole country? If we are given an assurance that this will be done, then I will be satisfied that at some later date this country will have enough money to do what must be done in order to provide for the further amenities needed in rural areas which the hon. Member for Pointe-a-Pierre has so clearly pointed out to this house.”



If increased revenue from oil and asphalt must form the revenue base towards social investment how can Williams increase the level of taxation on the four cardinal points of his government? This would arise in the 1958 budget where Williams raised the issue of increased levels of taxation for the oil industry. On Wednesday 29th January 1958 and Thursday 30th January 1958 Capildeo made his contribution to the budget debate on the 1958 budget. He describes the 1958 budget as follows:”


“I have examined this budget from cover to cover and I am unable to find any suggestion for the suffering masses of this country. I am unable to find in this budget any future promise that the sufferings will be alleviated. All I can find are ideas, Sir, beautifully encased in decent, proper language; but we confine them to the facts and figures for the spending of money, we see that the money will be utilised without any proper recompense coming to us.”



Like the 1957 budget Capildeo insists that the 1958 budget fails to address the issues of the daily struggle to exist on the part of the suffering masses of Trinbago. He articulates the description of the 1958 budget as a collection of ideas, but the salient reality is that the budget is an instrument that must address the varying realities of the populace. He then asserts the following:


“If the Government pursues this policy enunciated in these two documents, when we come to the pass we will witness the downfall of our little island of Trinidad. Unlike Nero who fiddled while Rome burned, what I believe will happen is that our Professors and Doctors, when they witness the fall of Trinidad over their heads, when the whole things come tumbling down and the fires burn in this country, as they burn then they may not go fiddling like Nero, but they will take their text- books, read again, and produce a new thesis for some post- graduate course in some university.”





Capildeo’s prediction first applied to the debacle that was Rudranath Capildeo’s entry into the politics of Trinbago and the collapse of Williams’ hegemony over the east- west corridor by 1969. Capildeo in keeping with his position on the 1958 budget insists that the budget is silent on issues impacting on labour. He states:


“There is unemployment in this country and yet we find no proposals anywhere in this budget for the protection of labour. There is no specific provision made here, anywhere that the labour force of this country would be fully utilised by this country in its development programmes.”



Capildeo purports that the general principles of the budget is flawed for the budget is a hybrid created by the exigencies of the praxis of Williams in 1958. He states:


“Sir, on the general principles which this budget is founded, I find it is an impossible Budget. You are not able to control present expenditure, yet you are going forward to grab more money; imposing burdens and hardships on the people of this country to get more money into the coffers of the country which you cannot control.”



Lacking fiscal discipline yet increasing the burden of taxation can only end in economic collapse. Moreover, Capildeo states that the budget is a polyglot of various influences. He states:


“It is my belief that the document is the child of many fathers. In some parts we have a gentleman leaning towards free enterprise, the encouragement of private capital in the building up of private enterprise in the country, and in other parts we find a socialist coming to ask for more and more taxation. Are these two things compatible? Can you encourage private enterprise when you intend to tax the people to the bone?



This is then Capildeo’s core construct on the 1958 budget. The fact is that by 1958 Williams was charting an economic experiment that flowed from the mind of Williams; Capildeo would repeatedly insist that Williams’ experiment would blow up in the face of Trinbago. In his contribution to the 1958 budget debate Capildeo would repeatedly indicate where the measures of the said budget were now in contradiction with the path enunciated by Professor Arthur Lewis. Capildeo insists:


“This illegitimate offspring of indecisive minds, this child of expedience and not experience; this result of an illicit relationship, is not going to do us any good now or in the future. I say it is an illegitimate offspring, because it is neither socialist nor capitalist. It would be nearer to say that it is a foul mixture of both. I say it is born of expedience and not experience, because those who take the trouble would see that what has been done in this budget to attempt to carry out some unwise pledges given to the country but not for the good of the country.”



The 1958 budget is neither socialist nor capitalist as it is the product of the praxis of Williams to ensure the hegemony of Williams. Capildeo continues:


And, Sir, as against the background of Professor Arthur Lewis’s manifest advice as to what a budget should be, I seek in vain for the principles outlined by him, and I regret to say that whatsoever I discovered in this has been a complete contradiction of all the principles Professor Lewis has expounded in this book.”



The contradiction between the budgetary measures contained in the budget of 1958 and the discourse of Arthur Lewis is for Capildeo a glaring departure from Williams’ official discourse of discipleship of Arthur Lewis. For Lewis was granted a contract to prepare a report on the budgetary process and the macro and micro measures to be adopted via the budget in Trinbago, which in the 1958 budget Williams consigned to an archive.

Capildeo in his contributions to two budget debates has then afforded the following perspective:


	That both budgets are by- products of the pragmatic of the reality of the power relations which encapsulate the first PNM “government”. Both budgets failed to tackle the issue of the living conditions of the working masses in Trinbago, primarily because of Williams’s coalition with the oligarchs and the colonial massa.

	The very ideational process that drive’s both budgets is flawed for these processes are not the mainstream of the 1950’s. They are neither socialist nor capitalist budgets, therefore they flowed out of the mind of Williams’ as the basis for his position that he would constitute a third Caribbean pathway. There was the socialist model soon to be Cuba, the Puerto Rican model and there would be the Williams/ Trinbagonian model. Capildeo insists that the Williams model was premised upon ideational masturbation for the ideas were all articulated forcefully, but the execution was soon to be disastrous for Trinbago. The events of 1969/ 1970 would validate Capildeo’s position in more ways than one.

	The vision that drove both budgets is then premised upon exploitation of cheap labour as the basis for foreign investment and by extension industrial development. For the failure of both budgets to address the oppressive living conditions of working people means in effect that labour was not a priority of Williams’ vision.









––––––––
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FERTILIZER INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT BILL.

On Friday 31st January 1958, Capildeo in his contribution to the debate on the Nitrogenous Fertilizer Industry Developmental Bill would state:


“In the budget debate I have made it clear that I was not satisfied with the provisions that were being made to protect labour in this country, and today I see again a monopoly for a number of years, establishing a number of beneficial conditions to the monopolist ......”





Again:


“This was the opportunity for the Government, when Grace was coming in with $19 million, to show the workers of this colony their interest in them by introducing into this Bill some measure of the advice given by Professor Arthur Lewis to ensure that gradually- if not within five years, then 20 years- but gradually we would introduce into our industrial affairs a new conception of a better life for our people.”



The Trans- National Corporations (TNCs) that entered the oil and gas sectors of Trinbago during the Williams era would constitute labour enclaves which would not only attract labour as a magnet within the local labour market, but would also exert upward wage pressures on other sectors of the economy. Effectively excluded from mediating terms and conditions of service negotiations in the oil and gas sectors Williams would intervene via legislation to erect structures of mediation articulated by himself between workers, their representatives and their employers.

What must be understood is that the TNCs were outside of Williams’ coalition with the oligarchs and colonial massa of Trinbago. The TNCs of the oil and gas sector were then threatening the order of the labour market with special reference to wage levels paid to workers. Williams would intervene in 1965 with the passing of the Industrial Stabilization Act and Capildeo would have his say.

––––––––
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SUGAR AREAS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME.

On Friday 13th December 1957 he would make his contribution to the debate on the Report on the Finance Committee, Sugar Areas Development Programme. He would state:


“I must say that people in the sugar areas are dissatisfied because the Laventille workers were getting more pay than they, and that the pay of the Laventille workers was not correlated to the work they are doing.

My substantive point, however, Sir, is that there appears to be a misconception in the minds of those persons controlling the government about people in the sugar areas. The people in the sugar areas are grateful for the attention that is being paid to them, but it is plain that that redemption is not sufficient. When are they going to be treated as other people? Their wants are the same as other people’s, their expenditure the same, but their daily pay is not the same; so, consequently, Sir, their complaints must be made here so that those in control of the government must know.”



The issue then is relief work for sugar workers in the off- season, the terms and conditions of which are different from those, which apply to relief work in Laventille and herein lies the genesis of the special works programme. Capildeo not only speaks of the discrimination levied against sugar workers under the relief work programme, but also offers a solution to sugar worker poverty premised upon the seasonality of plantation work. He insists:


“I think that the solution to the sugar areas would be that the people who have seasonal employment, that is to say, those employed in reaping canes between the months of January and July, should be able to go and do their work between June and December. The Chief Minister may know that rice is planted in May and June and reaped between November and December. I am sure that research in Puerto Rico may not know that, but in Trinidad it is shown that is where you can employ a large number of people if you have a rice policy. I wonder whether this government, apart from giving helpful advice to the benefit of agriculture, could consider the allocation of land for the production of rice. Any time this government- the Minister of Agriculture or the Chief Minister- chooses to go down to Caroni, they will see land which nature has provided for the cultivation of rice, land by which the situation and geography of this country is pre-eminently suitable for the cultivation of rice being turned to the production of sugar cane. I do not know whether the government has ever considered the allocation of a substantial area of land in certain areas where by nature and by geography, rice could be produced. A large number of difficulties in the seasonal occupation of sugar workers would be completely removed by giving them better rice fields.”



Capildeo envisages a solution to the poverty of sugar plantation workers through ownership of rice lands and the production of rice. Rice production on lands owned or at minimum leased for 25 to 30 years by a sugar worker propels him/ her into the nexus of the cash economy as a producer. The outcome of this action is the dismantling of the power relations that necessitated the transportation of Indian indentured labour in the 19th century to Trinidad.

To lock the sugar worker into a cash nexus via the production of rice means in effect food for the entire year, cash with which to improve their shelter, educate their children and build their capital base through savings. The plantation relations of production/ power relations could not have survived the onslaught of demands coming from an empowered former landless/ creditless agricultural labouring class/ race grouping.

The Williams regime, in coalition with the oligarchs and the colonial massa, must avoid then a rice policy of empowerment of sugar workers at all costs. The Williams regime would formulate a rice policy executed by his Minister of Agriculture and the Agricultural Development Bank. A rice policy which placed large scale mechanized rice farming in the Nariva Swamp and the Bush Bush Sanctuary subsidized by a state rice subsidy and financed by taxpayers money through ADB loans. Rice farming monopolized by a specific race grouping far removed from the geography of the sugar worker for it was placed in the geography of ganja farming.

Capildeo deals with the threat of unemployment relief work to the stability of the labour market when he states as follows:


“This is not work being done in competition with the sugar estates. It is electioneering tactics. Government work and Government funds. You must take care that you do not cause any disturbance in the balance of labour and the sugar workers employed in industry.

I agree with him that it is necessary to protect these people because, unless you have a stable labour force, you cannot get industrial development, which we need in this country. When you are setting out to do relief work, when you are setting out to carry out a scheme to find work for certain people, and when you have one price for Laventille and another price for sugar workers, you make it necessary for people like us to protest.”
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