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    To my precious granddaughter, Annabelle —May you always be brave enough to grow beauty in broken places, and wise enough to know that even the smallest hands can plant the seeds that change the world.With all my love,Granny Bev
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Prologue
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The War That Burned Everything

No one remembered how it began — only that it lasted too long.

It came like a storm without mercy: machines in the sky — cold metal wings, blinking red eyes. They spilled fire over cities, forests, and fields, scorching earth instead of feeding it.

We learned to live underground, in the hollowed shells of shattered buildings. Gardens became legends. Playgrounds, dust bowls. Laughter a distant echo.

The drones never tired. They hovered and hunted, tearing the silence with their high-pitched shriek. No one knew who commanded them. Maybe no one did.

Then one dawn, the sky fell silent.

No hum. No glow. No fire raining down.

And they began to fall.

Some tumbled like wounded birds, others streaked like comets. Engines sputtered and died. Wings crumpled in rivers, rooftops, and forests.

The war ended in a hush so deep it still rang in our ears.

We emerged, blinking at the sun, tasting fresh air for the first time in years.

Beneath the husk of a forgotten town, eleven-year-old Mika knelt beside a dented pot. In her hand, a single seed — safe for so long in a rusted match tin. She pressed it into cracked soil and whispered, “Grow.”

She did not know it yet, but hope was waking.
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Chapter 1
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The Sky Went Silent

At first, no one believed it.

They pressed against shattered doorways and shuttered windows, waiting for the hum of metal wings to return. But the sky stayed still. Clouds drifted lazily. The world held its breath.
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