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        You taught me why we are on this earth.

        You are loved, and are always with me.
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        To all Armenian families whose ancestors

        were murdered in the Hamidian Massacre in 1894-1896,

        and the April 24, 1915 & 1923 Genocide

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        
        “And God shall wipe away every tear from

        their eyes. There will be no more death,

        nor sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there

        be any more pain; for the former things have

      
        passed away. Behold, I make all things new”

        Rev. 21:4-5
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      This is a story about Dr. Leon Magarian, who lived tragedy and triumph. Born in 1882 in Armenia, a nation proud of its history and the first nation to adopt Christianity as it’s national religion in 301 AD. He grew up in western Armenia under domination of the Ottoman Empire, and in the latter part of the century, his Christian family, endured intense, unavoidable hardships, injustices, and cruel blows of Turkish cruelty.

      To escape the increasing hostilities toward the Armenians, Leon and his family journeyed to America in 1912 to East St. Louis, Illinois. His older brother Armanag and his wife Gulvart had a son, Alphonse one year later. Three years after his birth, the family faced further tragedy. Alphonse was kidnapped and brutally murdered.

      Leon pursued a career in medicine and set up practice in East St. Louis as a physician and surgeon in 1921. The doctors at that time only had x-ray, blood work, and urine analysis—no CT scan, MRI, or PET scans. There was far less technology with greater reliance on doctor-patience relationship. Doctors worked long hours and made house calls. His son Bob learned from his dad a couple of practices in medicine that must be followed in making an accurate diagnosis: (1) listen to the patient, and (2) show compassion for them.

      The turning point in the history of medicine came after the ’50s. During that period, physicians had the autonomy to deliver highly personal health care, because federally mandated regulations were few and constraints from insurance companies were almost nonexistent, and the doctors had the authority to deliver highly personal health care in private practice.

      Modern medicine differs drastically from the ’50s, shifting from a paternalistic house-call model to a highly technological specialized and data-driven industry. Today’s practice of medicine is a focus on chronic diseases, personalized medicine, surgical complex procedures and greater understanding of genetic and complex conditions.
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      My father, Levon Der Philibosian was born in the ancient land of Armenia in 1882, known in biblical times for its sacred Mt. Ararat, Noah’s Ark, and the Garden of Eden.

      Gregory the illuminator brought Christianity belief to the Armenians, who are proud to be the first nation in the world to adopt Christianity as its national religion in 301 AD through the efforts of King Tiridates III. The first church in the world was built in Armenia. Mt. Ararat, Armenia’s national symbol, is a source of cultural and historical pride where Noah landed his ark after the waters of the World Flood subsided. Armenians saw themselves as the people of the ark.

      “And the ark in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, came to rest on the mountains of Ararat” (Genesis 8:4).

      As an ancient people, Armenians are proud of their rich biblical history and culture, where existed the Garden of Eden and Noah’s Ark landing upon Armenia’s sacred Mt. Ararat, which are mentioned in several passages: Jeremiah 51:27, Ezekiel 27:14, and 38.6. Jeremiah mentions three provinces of Armenia: Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz. Ezekiel mentions Togarmah, which is thought to be Armenia, and Isaiah 37:38 mentions Ararat, which was the central district around Mount Ararat. In Jewish usage, Ashkenaz is equated with Armenia. In Armenian literature, the Armenians are called “the Ashkenazi nation.”

      The Armenian language is unique in that its alphabet was invented around 405 AD by Mesrop Mashtots, making the Armenian alphabet one of the most ancient alphabets in the world. The world’s first textbook of arithmetic problems was created by an Armenian mathematician.

      In the nineteenth century, Armenia was a nation on the eastern edge of the Ottoman Empire (also called the Turkish Empire).

      The Armenians called their homeland Western Armenia located between the Black and Caspian Seas, the Caucasus Mountains and the Mediterranean Sea.

      The Ottoman empire began to fracture long before the empire collapsed entirely. Independent movements began to flourish. Several Ottoman territories became independent including Turkish nationalism, Arab nationalism, and Armenian nationalism were among the most prominent.

      The Ottoman Empire was in a dire financial crisis. All legal authority became concentrated in the hands of the sultans. Resistance arose, particularly among a group of dissidents known as the Young Turks.

      In this century, the Armenians were a developing Christian nation with many notable intellectuals, which did not set well with their neighboring, Islamic imperialistic Turkish Empire.

      Trouble was brewing on the horizon.
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      The First Genocide of the Armenians occurred during Sultan Abdul Hamid II’s reign of the Ottoman Empire, who developed a hate for the Armenian Christians and considered them a threat to the Empire’s Islamic character. Consequently, he initiated and orchestrated the sacrifice of 350,000 Armenians from 1894 to1896, known as the Hamidian Massacre. In addition, thousands suffered unspeakable hardships in their native villages in Western Armenia, causing them to seek refuge in the Eastern part of their country. Local Kurdish Tribes and other Muslim villagers were encouraged to participate in the killing and looting of Armenians.

      The Second Genocide of the Armenians occurred on 24 April 1915, the Ottoman authorities arrested and deported hundreds of Armenian intellectuals and leaders from Constantinople, which became the capital of the Ottoman Empire in 1453, and whose population grew to 700,000 in the 16th century. With the founding of the Republic of Turkey in 1923 the name changed to Istanbul in 1930. At the order of Talaat Pasha, 1.2 million Armenians were sent on death marches into the Syrian desert. The deportees were deprived of food, water, and subjected to robbery, rape, and finally slaughtered in the Syrian desert. The survivors were dispersed into concentration camps. In 1916, another wave of massacres was ordered, leaving about 200,000 deportees alive at year’s end. In December 1920, the Soviet Union and Turkey invaded and throttled the two-year-old Republic of Armenia. Three separate Russian Red armies under Lenin’s orders swooped down from the north. Simultaneously, the Turks under Mustafa (Ataturk) Kernal, in callous violation of the armistice of World War I, invaded from the west and southwest. Defenseless in the face of the overpowering military aggression, abandoned by the isolationist Allies, the Armenian Republic lost its independence, its culture—it’s all.
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