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All rights are controlled exclusively by
WordCrafts Theatrical Press, 912 East Lincoln Street, Tullahoma,
Tennessee 37388. No performance of this play may be given without
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SPECIAL NOTE

 


Anyone receiving permission to produce
bloodlines is required to give credit to the Author as the
sole and exclusive Author of the Play on the title page of all
programs distributed in connection with performances of the Play
and in all instances in which the title of the Play appears for
purposes of advertising, publicizing or otherwise exploiting the
Play. The name of the Author must appear on a separate line, in
which no other name appears, immediately beneath the title and in
size of type equal to 50% of the size of the largest, most
prominent letter used for the title of the Play. No person, firm or
entity may receive credit larger or more prominent than that
accorded the Author.


Playwright’s Notes

on staging

bloodlines

 


I believe it is the responsibility of the
playwright to write the play, and that it is the responsibility of
the director to direct the play. As such, I have refrained from
inserting many stage directions into the script, and grant the
director the freedom and license to direct the show as he or she
sees fit.

 


While it is entirely possible to produce
bloodlines with a lavish set, I’ve attempted to write the
play so that it can be produced on a variety of stages by theatres
with either large or small budgets. A number of the roles can
easily be double cast. The original production by Lab Rats
Experimental Theatre in Smyrna, Tennessee used nothing more than
three chairs and lighting to tell the story, and the effect was
stunning.

 


Blessings,

Paula K. Parker
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​
Characters

In Order of Appearance

 


Jake - a thief

Joey - a thief, Jake’s brother

The Preacher Man - a preacher

Rorke - a prison guard/police
officer

Gibbons - a prison guard/police
officer

Young Joey - Joey as a boy

Young Jake - Jake as a boy.

Mama - Jake and Joey’s mother

Sam - Jake and Joey’s father

Bess - a girl

Danielle - a girl

Jessie - a boy or girl

Sara - a young woman

Jonnie - a friend of the Preacher

Violet - a woman

Rose - a woman

Jasmine - a woman

Alex - a man

Zane - a man

Willie - a thug

Tom - a thug

Jay - a friend of the Preacher

Attorney - the prosecutor

Mother - an older woman


​ ACT I

 


SETTING: An execution chamber.

 


AT RISE: Lights rise slowly. Three
men are strapped into chairs. Two prison guards are standing toward
the back. One has his hand on a large electrical switch. The men in
the chairs are about to be executed.)

 


JAKE

Yeah, I got a last word for you. See you in
hell!

 


(The guard throws the switch. The three men
react to the electrical charge running through their bodies. All
characters freeze. After a moment of silence JOEY rises from his
chair. There is a hatch-marked shadow on the floor, as if the light
is shining through prison bars. JOEY walks into the light. Lights
slowly fade on the other characters, and they exit.)

 


JOEY

I’ve always hated Jake. He’s my brother, and
I hate him. Hated him my whole live. Now he’s dying. So am I, and
it’s all his fault. But like it or not, we’re family, and in my
last moments, I’ve realized that being part of a family is
important. It’s like Jake always said - it’s in the blood.

 


I always thought it was strange that Jake
cared so much about family. It certainly wasn’t that he cared
anything about the individual members of the family so much – even
when we were kids he used to beat me mercilessly.

 


(Lights up on YOUNG JOEY and YOUNG JAKE.
YOUNG JOEY is taking a beating.)

 


YOUNG JAKE

You’re worthless, Joey. You are a waste of
skin. No one cares about you!

 


(Lights down on YOUNG JOEY and YOUNG
JAKE.)

 


JOEY

But, he cared very much about “the family”.
With Jake it was all about upholding family traditions. And it
didn’t matter that our family traditions were “outside the law.”
You see, we were crooks; had been since before my grandfather’s
time, and before his grandfather’s time. And we were very
good at it. We could blend in with any crowd and feel comfortable
in any situation. And of course, we were well trained in the art of
thievery.

 


(Lights up on JAKE and the CHILDREN. JOEY
crosses to join the scene. JAKE is demonstrating pick-pocket
technique.)

 


JAKE

The idea is to get their money without them
ever knowing. Watch closely. This is where working together is
important. Now.

(JAKE crosses to JOEY and stands near him.
He points to two children who start playing and wrestling. They
bump into JOEY, knocking him into JAKE. JAKE helps to steady JOEY,
who apologizes for bumping into him. JOEY walks off, and JAKE hold
up a wallet.)

See? He thought I was helping him. What he
didn’t know was that I was helping myself - to his money.
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