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    This book is dedicated to every young soul who's ever felt broken, unseen, or lost in the dark—

to the sons missing their fathers, the daughters fighting silent battles, and anyone who's ever wondered if God still has a plan for them.

May you be reminded that no pain is wasted, no season is too long, and no life is too far gone for God to reach.

Even when it feels like the world has turned its back on you, He is still working behind the scenes—shaping, preparing, and restoring what was lost.

To those who carry silent strength and unspoken prayers:

you are not forgotten. You are chosen. You are loved.

This story is proof that grace is real, redemption is possible, and hope is alive.

By the grace of God, what once broke you will one day build you.

Keep believing, keep praying, and never forget—your story isn't over yet.

— Shania Hatch

      

    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​Chapter 1 — The Day Everything Changed
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Jayden Harris had been counting down the days until his first high school football tryouts.

Fourteen years old, tall for his age, with quick feet and big dreams — football was supposed to be his way out, his ticket to something better. His dad always told him, “You got greatness in you, son. Don’t ever let nobody tell you different.”

That morning started like any other. The Florida sun beamed through the kitchen window, his mom humming to gospel music as she packed his lunch. Jayden grabbed his backpack and leaned against the counter.

“Dad said he was gonna come to tryouts today,” Jayden said with a grin.

His mom smiled softly but didn’t meet his eyes. “You know your father’s been working long hours lately. He’ll come if he can, baby.”

Jayden shrugged, but he believed she was wrong. His dad always showed up.

The school day dragged, but Jayden’s energy stayed high. He spent every class thinking about the field — the smell of the grass, the sound of cleats hitting turf. After the final bell, he sprinted straight to the locker room.

“Yo, Jay!” his best friend Malik called out. “You ready to show these boys what’s up?”

Jayden grinned, pulling on his jersey. “Man, they ain’t ready for me. I’ve been training all summer.”

But halfway through warm-ups, his phone started buzzing. He ignored it the first time, then again. When it rang a third time, Coach blew his whistle.

“Phones away, Harris! You’re here to play ball, not text girls!”

Everyone laughed. Jayden shoved his phone back in his bag. But when practice ended and he checked his messages, the smile faded from his face.

Three missed calls from his mom.

One text: Come home right now. It’s urgent.

Jayden pedaled his bike home faster than he ever had before. He turned onto his street and froze. Police cars lined the block, red and blue lights flashing across his front porch.

His heart dropped.

He jumped off his bike and ran toward the house. “Mom!”

His mother stood on the sidewalk, tears streaming down her face. Two officers were leading his father out in handcuffs.

“Dad!” Jayden screamed, trying to run to him, but one of the officers held him back.

“Son, stay back,” the officer said gently.

“Marcus, tell them it’s a mistake!” his mom cried.
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