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        Lifelong friends, Jimmy and Bobby come to the big city to live their dreams, only to share the pain of failure on the streets. Yet despite it all, they have their friendship. Until the cigarettes do Bobby in. Or do they? Unconvinced, Jimmy searches for answers and then justice to avenge Bobby’s one final puff.
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      Bobby always loved his cigarettes, even though I thought they made him stink all to heaven. He’d just laugh when I complained and spread his arms wide, encompassing the whole of King Street where we sat.

      An assortment of office buildings stretched along the street, tall glass towers spiraling upward butted against squat, two and three storey brick shops. Traffic squawked and rumbled by, at times even slower than the folks hurrying along the sidewalks.

      “Look around, Jimmy,” he said. “You think the air in Toronto is sweet and pure?”

      At that moment a large, off-white truck rolled by, belching acrid exhaust as if to emphasize his point. Bobby laughed even harder until he started coughing. I slapped him on the back, on that old tweet jacket he wore, day in and day out, no matter what the weather.  After a few minutes, the coughing settled back down, just long enough for him to light another cigarette.

      I made sure I sat upwind.

      I don’t quite remember where I was that Thursday that Bobby turned up missing. I’d been sharing a bottle with Stan down near the mission off Church Street. Bobby wasn’t much of a drinker, he preferred to smoke so whenever I felt the urge, I’d head out aways and meet up with him later. Bobby and me’d been friends since we were kids, growing up in Tilsonburg, south west of the Big City. Coming to Toronto had always been our dream. We’d find fame and fortune, and for a while it looked like it might come true. Bobby got a job in a plant in the Junction. I got a job driving deliveries. But the recession came and all the jobs dried up along with the girlfriends, the cars and even our apartments. The thought of leaving Toronto never entered our heads. We’d spent our whole lives dreaming of this place before we got here. No way could we abandon her just because she was playing hard to get.
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