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            THE ITALIAN BILLIONAIRE’S SAPPHIRE BRIDE…

          

        

      

    

    
      One cursed sapphire, two broken hearts, and a race against time to end a deadly legacy... Can love rewrite fate before Christmas morning?

      In the heart of Tuscany, amidst ancient vineyards and rolling hills, Maurizio Ferrante, a brooding Italian billionaire, is trapped by his family’s dark legacy. For generations, the Ferrante family has guarded a rare sapphire, said to be cursed by a tragic love and betrayal that tore two families apart. As Christmas approaches, Maurizio decides to end the feud once and for all by selling the gem, breaking free from the shadows of his ancestors.

      Enter Emma Sinclair, an art historian with a talent for uncovering secrets—and a heart as guarded as Maurizio's. Hired to appraise the fabled Ferrante sapphire, Emma finds herself drawn to the enigmatic man who holds it. But when a dangerous rival resurfaces, bent on claiming the gemstone and Maurizio's legacy, Emma and Maurizio must join forces to protect both the sapphire and the budding love between them.

      In a race against time, and with Christmas morning fast approaching, they’ll face not only the shadows of the past but the promise of a new beginning. Will Maurizio break his family’s curse, or will the sapphire’s haunting legacy claim yet another soul?

      A heartwarming Christmas romance set in the scenic landscapes of Tuscany, The Sapphire Legacy is perfect for fans of billionaire romance, family secrets, and second-chance love stories.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PRAISE FOR THE GEMSTONE BILLIONAIRE’S SERIES

          

        

      

    

    
      “A good read that takes you away to a tropical island to experience the steamy heat of two people determined to stay single in case they get hurt again. Max, a sexy, jaded Italian multi-billionaire meets up with Issy, a playful children's art therapist who has recently found out her fiancé was having an affair. Although I was initially skeptical as I usually go for historical romances, I’m glad I trusted my friend's recommendation because this book was delightfully compelling. The emotional vulnerabilities and character quirks combined with the sexual tension kept the pages turning. A frisky novel to curl up on the couch with or take away on your next trip.”

      

      
        
        ~ Pauline Roberts

      

      

      

      “Beautifully written. The author’s vivid and descriptive writing style pulled me into a world I never wanted to leave. I loved the connection of art between two very different people and the healing it brought them both. A Very beautiful story!

      

      
        
        ~ H.H

      

      

      

      “When Alexandra receives a lawyer's letter informing her that the father she has no knowledge of, has left her an inheritance, including a very special and priceless painting, her world is thrown into disarray. Alex leaves the comfort of her home in New York to investigate her past in New Zealand where she is confronted by the unusual painting she names Lost Love. The painting stirs up more questions than answers and the simple investigation into the life of her father turns into a multidimensional mystery. It also brings an angry Vitaliano Rossi across her path and before she knows it, her life is intricately bound with his. In a relationship where both Alex and Vitali mistrust one another, theirs is a battle of wits as Vitali wants the painting every bit as much as Alex does, but neither will divulge the reasons as to why they do. The attraction between Vitali and Alex is electric and although the book is relatively clean, there is enough passion between them to boil water. As truths emerge and they come to an understanding of each other's motives, the love that has been simmering between them comes out in full force. I loved both Vitali and Alex and even though Vitali was arrogant and seemed to be self serving, he is nevertheless an exciting hero, whilst Alex is the kind of woman we can all identify with. This is an excellent and somewhat suspenseful read.”

      
        
        ~ Margaret Watkins

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            JOIN THE CLUB

          

        

      

    

    
      Never miss a new release or giveaway! Sign up for Mollie’s newsletter to stay in the loop—and receive a free love story. Check out a full list of books and bio at www.molliemathews.com. Follow Mollie on Social Media as @Molliewritesromance (because she does) And if you loved this book, please take a moment to leave a review once you’re done. Thank you!

      

      Follow my author page and never miss a new release!

      

      BOOKBUB:  https://www.bookbub.com/authors/mollie-mathews
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            CHAPTER ONE

          

        

      

    

    
      Snowflakes whirled through the air, dusting the Manhattan streets with a glistening layer of white as Emma Sinclair hurried toward the cab that would take her to the airport. The air was sharp, biting, and a thrill of excitement coursed through her, adding a warmth the city’s December chill couldn’t touch. Italy. She was heading to Italy, and not just any part of Italy—Tuscany. Even now, she could barely believe it.

      Emma glanced at the letter tucked in her leather satchel, the kind of beautiful stationery that practically whispered secrets. The paper was thick, cream-colored, with an elegant Ferrante family crest stamped at the top in deep blue ink. We extend our warmest invitation, Ms. Sinclair, it read, to appraise a rare and treasured gemstone within our collection.

      The Ferrante family was famous, not just in Europe but all over the world. They were Italian aristocracy, in a way, only they had built their fortune through gemstones that glittered with stories as ancient as the hills. And yet, they were almost mythically private. Maurizio Ferrante, the head of the family and CEO of Ferrante Gemstones, was said to be as hard as the diamonds he sold. A recluse with a reputation for control as sharp as his cutting tools, his world was cloaked in mystery.

      She could feel her cheeks warm with excitement at the thought of finally meeting the elusive Maurizio a man she had only seen in glossy magazine profiles or in whispers among her clients. But there was more than excitement beneath her polished exterior. Emma’s career had thrived on discoveries, and it wasn’t just the stone itself she wanted to appraise. She wanted to know the story behind it. Every rare gem had its secrets, and something told her this one would be no different.

      The cab pulled up to the terminal, and Emma stepped out, clutching her passport and ticket. As she entered the bustle of the airport, the weight of her new journey settled in—a quiet but insistent flutter in her chest. It was a pull that had nothing to do with luxury or Italy itself, but something else. A hint of destiny, perhaps, drawing her toward a place where ancient secrets and new possibilities lay hidden.

      It wasn’t until she was seated on the plane, her mind drifting as the engines hummed beneath her, that she allowed herself to picture Maurizio Ferrante in his Tuscan villa. In her imagination, he was coldly handsome, his eyes an iron gray, as if every glance could slice through pretense. She imagined him as the kind of man who held his pain close to his chest, turning it into armor, a shield forged in silence and distance.

      Her pulse quickened at the thought. “Get a grip, Sinclair,” she murmured under her breath, shaking her head. She wasn’t going to Tuscany to meet Maurizio Ferrante; she was going for the gem, the work, and the chance of uncovering its hidden story.

      But as the plane lifted into the air, the Manhattan skyline fading beneath her, Emma felt something else, a quiet thrill that whispered through her heart like a promise. She couldn’t help but feel that maybe, just maybe, this journey would hold a story she never expected—one she was only just beginning to write.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER TWO

          

        

      

    

    
      The Tuscan sun was low, casting golden beams over the cypress-lined drive leading to the Ferrante estate. Emma’s eyes widened as the villa came into view. It was a sprawling, elegant structure with stone walls that seemed to hold centuries of stories. The air was filled with the scent of rosemary and lavender, crisp and invigorating, a far cry from the bustling city she’d left behind. She felt like she’d stepped into a painting, one of those timeless landscapes that whispered of secrets kept and loves lost.

      The sleek black car she’d been picked up in came to a halt before the grand entrance. Emma’s heart thudded in her chest as the driver opened her door. “Welcome to Villa Ferrante, signorina,” he said with a courteous nod.

      Emma took a deep breath, smoothing her skirt as she stepped out. She was used to meeting clients from all walks of life, but the Ferrantes were something else. Legends in the gemstone world, with Maurizio Ferrante as their enigmatic leader. She’d read about him enough to know he was a man of refined tastes, renowned for his ruthlessness in business and his intense privacy. Few outsiders had ever been granted access to the Ferrante estate, and fewer still had been allowed to meet Maurizio himself.

      Her heels clicked on the polished marble as she followed the butler through a grand hallway lined with portraits. The faces in those gilded frames seemed to watch her, silently bearing witness to her every step. Her nerves fluttered. She chided herself—she was here on business. Nothing more, nothing less.

      And yet, as they turned a corner and she saw him, standing at the far end of a room flooded with warm afternoon light, something in her stilled.

      Maurizio Ferrante was taller than she’d expected, his frame lean and powerful, draped in an impeccably tailored suit. His dark hair fell in just enough disarray to soften his otherwise severe features—a chiseled jawline, high cheekbones, and piercing gray eyes that met hers with a gaze so intense it nearly took her breath away. For a moment, she felt rooted to the spot, her practiced professionalism forgotten as she met the gaze of a man whose presence filled the room.

      “Ms. Sinclair.” His voice was smooth, each syllable pronounced with the subtle lilt of his Italian accent. He extended a hand, and she stepped forward, her palm warm against his cool, steady grip. “Welcome to my home.”

      “Thank you, Mr. Ferrante,” she managed, her voice steadier than she felt. “It’s an honor to be here.”

      “Please, call me Maurizio” he replied, releasing her hand with a faint smile that seemed more practiced than genuine. His eyes lingered on her a moment longer, assessing, and then he gestured for her to follow him. “I understand you are eager to begin your work.”

      “Yes,” she replied, falling into step beside him. The faint scent of cedar and spice clung to him, a scent as sophisticated and understated as the man himself. “I’ve heard so much about the Ferrante collection. The gemstone you asked me to appraise—it has a reputation of its own.”

      Maurizio inclined his head, his gaze distant. “Indeed. The stone is… significant to my family.”

      As they walked, Maurizio explained the stone’s background—a rare sapphire, an astonishingly deep blue with hints of violet. It had been in his family’s possession for generations, its origin traced back to the Italian Renaissance. But it wasn’t just its age or rarity that made it valuable; there was a legend attached to it, a story of betrayal and lost love.

      “Some believe it is cursed,” he said, his tone almost dismissive, as though he found such ideas trivial. Yet something in his expression betrayed a flicker of unease, a shadow that deepened his otherwise controlled features.
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