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The Minor Prophets are twelve Old Testament books written by prophets, which were put together as one scroll called The Book of the Twelve. Our title “minor” refers to length, not significance. All were considered important enough to be included in the Hebrew Bible, but none were long enough to form an independent scroll. If you read only one chapter a day, you can study through all twelve books in about two months.

The books of the Twelve cluster around three major events in the history of the nation of Israel: the Assyrian conquest of the Northern kingdom of Israel (722 BC); the Babylonian conquest of the Southern kingdom of Judah (586 BC); and Judah’s restoration (538 BC).

Unfortunately, these books are mostly neglected by Christians. Yet, they offer a wealth of guidance concerning our modern-day struggles, and also concerning the future Day of the LORD. The Twelve speak of divine judgment, not only during their own time periods, but also during our present time, as well as in the last days. We should resolutely heed 2 Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:”

But, other than the story of Jonah, most Christians know little about the “minor” prophets, and we constantly push these books into some dusty corner of the Old Testament. By ignoring the Twelve, we have deprived ourselves great spiritual and moral warnings. The Twelve can teach us a lot about social injustice and what God thinks about the rich and powerful taking advantage of and oppressing the poor and weak, which is a subject extremely relevant to us today.

The social injustice preached by Amos is as relevant today as ever. The unfaithfulness of Gods children, preached by Hosea, is as relevant today as it was then. The messages of the prophets, against religion being mere ritual and routine, directly apply to us today. Their messages concerning the last days are even more needful now than ever. Their messages of repentance become more needful with each passing day. Their messages of God’s mercy and faithfulness are just as applicable today as ever. Above all, the Twelve deliver a message of hope, and that message is as needed today as ever.

It is true that the Minor Prophets were focused largely on their then-present circumstances and immediate future, and on their shared passion to restore God's people to a right relationship with Him. Yet, the children of God follow the same paths today, and the warnings apply just as much to us today.

I suppose many of these prophets didn’t see any eschatological message in their prophecies, but every one of the Twelve offer at least a glimpse into the end-times Day of the LORD. Throughout their prophecies we find an eschatological message built on the history of Israel and pointing us toward the coming Messiah.

Ignorance by design-

To be fair, our ignorance of the twelve “minor” prophets was largely designed and promoted by “Replacement Theology”, because the overwhelming message of The Twelve is the restoration of Jews to the LORD. No one can study these twelve books and believe that God is actually done with the Jews. We have been systematically denied the great knowledge offered by the Twelve, simply due to the promotion of a false doctrine.

Replacement Theology, or Supersessionism, or Fulfillment Theology is the belief that the Christian Church has replaced the Jewish people and their nation of Israel. Replacement theology claims that the Mosaic Covenant was replaced by the New Covenant, and that the Abrahamic Covenant was abolished or fulfilled. Therefore, the New Covenant of Jesus supersedes (Supersessionism) or replaces (Replacement theology) the old covenant God made with the Jews. Yet, the Bible clearly tells us that the Abrahamic covenant was an everlasting covenant (Genesis 17:7). Moreover, scripture nowhere teaches the idea of “spiritual Jews” or a “spiritual Israel”, taught by Replacement Theology. In the New Testament, the word “Israel” is used 77 times, with 76 times referring to the physical people of Israel, one referring to both Jews and Christians (Galatians 6:15-16), and never as a spiritual reference of the Church.

The rebirth of Israel, in 1948, should have sent the warplane of Replacement Theology crashing into the sea. Against all odds, the State of Israel was reestablished and continues to thrive among her enemies which seek to destroy her. How could we explain the rebirth and prosperity of Israel, after almost 2,000 years of not existing, apart from it being God’s divine plan?

Replacement theology is simply anti-Semitism in a Sunday suit. It is nothing less than Satanic hatred for the Jews. Satan hates the Jews with a vicious passion. He hates them because God loves them. Satan hates them because God provided both the Bible and the Messiah through them. He hates Jews because God called them to be His chosen people. And he hates them because God has promised to save a great remnant of them.

Restoration of Israel-

The Bible plainly teaches: that the Jewish people are still God’s elect people and will be preserved as a distinct people forever; that the Jews would be returned to their historic homeland of Israel (Isaiah 10:20-22); and that the nation will, one day, at the end of the Tribulation, turn their hearts to God in repentance and accept Jesus (Yeshua) as their Messiah, and be submitted to His Kingship (Zechariah 12:10; Romans 9-11).  

Time after time, the prophets warned that the nation of Israel would be disciplined if they remained unfaithful to God, but always the warning came with a promise that a remnant would be preserved. We should clearly understand that the fulfillment of all God’s promises to Israel in their Land are irrevocable (Romans 11:28-29). Since the promises of judgment were literal, the promises of restoration must be also.

“And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the Lord thy God.” (Amos 9:15).

The promised land was given to Israel “for an everlasting possession;” (Genesis 17:7-8) (See also- Ezekiel 36:23-36, 37:1-16)

“​But Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation.​ For I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed: for the Lord dwelleth in Zion.” (Joel 3:20-21).

Jeremiah 31:31-34 says, “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:​ Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord:​ But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.​ And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

We should reread those verses until it becomes clear that God made the new covenant of Jesus with Israel, not with the Gentile church. We are simply a wild branch that has been grafted onto the true olive tree (Romans 11:24).

In Closing-

This book is a verse-by-verse commentary of the books of The Twelve. To the best of my ability, I have arranged the books in historical order.

My hope is to help you understand how the nation of Israel historically failed in their relationship with God, how Christians today are repeating the same failure, and how this all plays out in the end-times events.

About the author-

I am an ever-learning student of the Bible. I am a simple, ordinary person, with a love of Bible study. My goal is simply to teach others what I do know.

There are probably many of my views which will contradict your learned doctrine, and you will likely disagree with some things I say in this commentary. That’s OK. No one knows all the answers. Not you, or me, or anyone else. If you can learn anything from me, that is good. But if you disagree, and get mad, that’s even better. Because then you will study the Bible even more to prove me wrong.

May the LORD bless your studies.
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The Book of Jonah
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The main message of the book of Jonah, is about the power of repentance. It is also about the universal love of God for all humanity, rather than only for the Jews. In this story of Jonah, the Gentiles (non-Jews) repent and seek God, while the Hebrew prophet rebels against God. Many scholars believe the book was written some time around 783-743 BC.

Jonah 1

1. Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,

Anytime an author gives us the name of the person’s father, this is not simply an attempt to identify this certain person, but it also assures us that this is history rather than allegory or such. Added to this, Jonah and his father, and his hometown, are mentioned in 2 Kings 14:25, and Jesus affirmed the historical fact of Jonah in Luke 11:29-32.

2. Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.

Nineveh was an ancient city, founded some time between the events of Noah’s flood and the tower of Babel (Genesis 10:11). The great size of Nineveh has been affirmed by modern archaeology, and is described in Jonah 3:3 as being a three-day’s journey across. Nineveh at some point became the capitol of Assyria, though it is unclear if the entire nation is implicated in this verse, or only the city. The Assyrians were probably the cruelest of Israel’s enemies.

3. But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.

The phrase “went down” is the double use of a word that signifies “descent”, and the phrase is used twice. Jonah “rose up”, not to obey, but to descend into rebellion. More than simply refuse to obey, Jonah rebelliously did the exact opposite of what God commanded. The Hebrews were not seafaring people, so this shows Jonah’s desperation and determination.

Many commentators claim the reason he refused to obey God, was the difficulty of the task. But, the exact reason will be given by Jonah in verse 4:2- he hated the Assyrians and didn’t want God to forgive them. Jonah would rather abandon his calling and his country, and even rather die (Jonah 1:12, 4:3), than for God to show mercy on the Assyrians.

Some commentators suggest that Jonah may have thought that God was mostly limited to the land of Israel. But, the idea that one could flee from God, contradicts the Hebrew belief in God’s omnipresence and omnipotence (Psalm 139:7-12; Isaiah 29:15; Jeremiah 23:24). It is more likely that Jonah was attempting to flee from his position as a prophet, or to simply make it geographically impossible to obey God.

4. But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken.

Jonah’s puny ship vs God’s great wind- the outcome looked certain. God allows His children to rebel against Him, but at some point we must either repent or face judgment.

5. Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep.

Every person, including atheists and humanists, has a god they will cry to when faced with the threat of death. The mariners tried to lighten the load and decrease the danger, but Jonah was their great weight and danger.

It appears that Jonah was unaware, not unafraid, of the storm. As stated in verse 3, however, Jonah felt that dying was preferable to carrying out God’s task. Jonah’s descent into the ship mirrors his spiritual descent, and his sleeping through the storm mirrors his spiritual callousness.  

6. So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not.

It appears that the shipmaster is surprised at Jonah’s callousness toward certain death. God told Jonah to rebuke the city of Nineveh for their apathy toward judgment, but now Jonah is rebuked for his apathy toward judgment.

The captain’s statement “if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not” should chill us to the bone. In our routine (supposed minor) acts of rebellion against God, will we provoke His wrath and judgment? And, who knows if He will deliver us from the consequences of our actions? (Jonah 3:9; 2 Samuel 12:22; Amos 5:15)

7. And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah.

They rightly understood that the storm was of supernatural origin, and one of them must be the cause. This verse is a profound message that we should carry throughout our lives- our actions are never without some consequence to innocent people. Jonah’s rebellion caused others to suffer greatly (physically, emotionally, and financially).

8. Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou?

It appears that they questioned Jonah in order to get a confession of guilt. Moreover, they would have wanted to know the proper punishment to execute, if called for. Their statement “Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us” seems to be an offer for him to proclaim innocence.

9. And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land.

“Hebrew” was the name by which Israel was known to foreigners. Jonah specifically named the LORD, so as to differentiate Him from any of the sailor’s gods which might have been called a “god of heaven”. Moreover, his God is the God of the sea and dry land.

While Jonah claims that he feared God, despite his spiritual callousness, we cannot know for sure his true feelings for God at that moment. The next verse tells us that he also confessed of his rebellion. It may be that his claim to “fear the Lord” was more of a proclamation of being a prophet of God.

We should stop and consider the Biblical command to fear God (Proverbs 1:7; Job 28:28; Matthew 10:28; Ecclesiastes 12:13; etc.). We should never water down the word to mean “respect” or “awe”. The word “fear” means to become terrified. But, we should understand that to fear God, will draw us to Him, not drive us away. Only when we truly understand His demand for righteousness, justice, and judgment, can we truly understand His great love and mercy. It is a lack of fear that drives a wedge between unbelievers and God.

​10. Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him. Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them.

Ironically, Jonah the prophet of God, claimed to fear God but showed no fear, while the pagans exhibited great fear of God. It doesn’t appear that they feared the LORD more than their gods, but rather were horrified that Jonah had purposely angered Him. Their question “Why hast thou done this” is an exclamation of horror at his actions.

​11 Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous.

How could they appease God’s anger? We will see in the next verses, that they feared the wrong actions would further anger God. Moreover, since Jonah was a prophet of God, then he should know how to pacify God’s wrath.

​12. And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you.

​13. Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them.

Many commentators believe these verses show Jonah’s repentance, and the sailor’s sympathy toward Jonah. But, it appears to me that death was simply intended to be Jonah’s final act of refusal to obey God.

I also question that any sympathy toward a stranger would override the sailor’s great fear and sense of loss, but think they rather suspected Jonah’s intent and feared angering God the more. On the other hand, I can see the poetic irony of pagans trying desperately to save Jonah’s life, when he cared nothing for the great many lives in Nineveh. The phrase “rowed hard” literally translates “dug desperately”.

​14. Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said, We beseech thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee.

The sailors realized that their efforts were useless, and Jonah must indeed be worthy of death. They must now either follow Jonah’s advise, or drown with him. So, they prayed earnestly for God’s mercy, and they proclaimed innocence of any sin in killing Jonah, and their belief that they were doing God’s will.

​15. So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging.

The verb translated “took up” seems to imply that Jonah willfully accepted being thrown into the sea. The verb translated “ceased” implies that the storm took a firm stand in halting, indicating that it supernaturally stopped suddenly, rather than slowly ceasing as storms naturally do.

​16. Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows.

There are a great many guesses and speculations among commentators as to the details of their sacrifice and offerings, but the point is that the sailor’s natural fear of the storm changed to spiritual fear of the LORD.

​17. Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Firstly, whether this was a fish or a whale, or whatever, makes absolutely no difference. The word translated “fish” can refer to a fish, whale, shark, dolphin, etc. When Jesus mentioned this great fish, in Matthew 12:40, He used a word which can refer to a huge sea fish, a whale, or even a sea monster. There have been a few recorded incidents of people, horses, or like-sized fish being swallowed whole by a whale, shark, crocodile, or other water creature.  

We don’t really know what kinds of fish or sea mammals lived in the Mediterranean in ancient history, but like most miracles, God used an existing element to perform His will. God appointed Jonah for a purpose, and He appointed a “fish” to ensure that appointment.

Jonah 2

​1. Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish's belly,

Jonah’s following prayer (verses 2-9) is a psalm of thanksgiving, praise, and of faith in the certainty of God’s forgiveness.

2. And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice.

Jonah’s prayer, written as poetry, was obviously recorded some time after being released from the fish, hence the past tense verbs and expressions of his thoughts and feelings. The word “hell”, often translated as “grave”, refers to Sheol, the supposed underworld place people go after death. Jonah felt as if he was spiritually beyond the grave. I believe that it was at this point that Jonah finally repented of his rebellion.

3. For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me.

While it was the sailors who cast him into the sea, Jonah understood that it was by God’s design. At that point Jonah didn’t know God’s plan to preserve him.

4. Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple.

There are various views among translators and commentators, concerning Jonah looking toward the temple. Some translate this as a question of uncertainty rather than a statement of faith. Some believe he is expressing his hope of physically seeing the Temple, while others that he simply intends to turn toward the Temple to pray (as in Daniel 6:10). Regardless of Jonah’s specific thoughts, he is expressing a hope of forgiveness and restoration, whether in this life or after death.

5. The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head.

Commentators debate as to when exactly Jonah was swallowed by the fish, and some believe he was inside the fish at this point. Regardless of whether he had just been thrown into the water, or just swallowed by the fish, Jonah believed his last breath stood between him and death. The waters seemed to envelop his very soul and seaweed clutched him to his watery grave. Death seemed certain.

6. I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O Lord my God.

The Hebrews believed that the mountains were the pillars of the earth, and their foundations stretched into the bottom of the seas. It appears that Jonah believed that, in sinking into the sea, he was banished from the earth and approaching the gates of Sheol. But, the verse transitions from hopelessness to a hope of deliverance from Sheol (Psalm 16:10, 30:3).

7. When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord: and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple.

The Hebrews believed that God dwelled in the Temple in Jerusalem. Jonah now believes his prayers have been heard by God, and he remembers God’s love and mercy, which he had ironically been trying to deny the Ninevites.

8. They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.

The phrase “lying vanities” refers to false idols, and “their own mercy” refers to mercy and forgiveness from God. Yet, commentators debate as to exactly what Jonah is comparing to God’s mercy, whether- the false gods of the sailors, the idols of the Assyrians, or Jonah’s own self-serving rebellion.

9. But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord.

It is clear at this point, that Jonah has repented and turned back to God, and expected forgiveness and deliverance.

​10. And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.

The storm and the fish obeyed God, and later, a plant and a worm will obey God. It is only mankind who resists God’s will. So much for higher intelligence.

Many commentators debate on how exactly the fish delivered Jonah near Nineveh, since the city didn’t have a seaport. But, I see nothing in the scripture that indicates God tried to make Jonah’s trip shorter or easier. Moreover, I suppose Jonah would have preferred to walk 3 weeks or months, than to travel 3 days by fish. Since the book of Jonah is bent toward irony, the fish may have kicked him out  at Tarshish, where he was trying to flee. But, I believe the fish may have taken Jonah back at Joppa, because God is not trying to force Jonah to obey Him, but rather to force Jonah to stop running from God.  

Jonah 3

1. And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, saying,

We see here that Jonah is not only forgiven, but restored to his position as a prophet.

2. Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.

We can only guess at how soon after being vomited from the fish, Jonah received God’s command. We only know from the command to “Arise, go”, that Jonah was not in the process of going. Some believe that Jonah had returned to Jerusalem to fulfill his vows.  We should note that the command did not come to Jonah in the storm, or in the fish, but only after Jonah had turned back to God.

At Jonah’s first calling, God said to cry against Nineveh, but now says to preach unto it. It is unclear if God’s softened command is a reflection of mercy toward the Ninevites, or if it is directed toward Jonah’s continued reluctance (which Jonah vocalizes in chapter 4).

3. So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days' journey.

Jonah is still not enthused about obeying (Jonah 4:1-2), or perhaps he is just less enthused about disobeying. Either way, he is obedient.

We are told that Nineveh was the greatest city at the time, and no fortified city has ever surpassed its size or strength. We are told that the walled city of Nineveh was 11 miles wide and 18-19 miles long.  Babylon, at its prime, was about ¾ the size of Nineveh. Many believe the “three days' journey” refers to the perimeter of the city rather than the length, and ancient writers appear to confirm this in stating the city was sixty miles in circumference. Yet, many believe the next verse suggests it was a 3 day journey through the city.

4. And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.

Now skeptics see a contradiction. In Bible writings, 20 miles is considered a day’s journey, and Nineveh was just less than 19 miles across, so if Jonah walked a day’s journey he should have passed completely through the city. But, this view is based on the ignorant idea that Jonah walked in a single straight line, never stopping, as if traveling through open country. Moreover he would have supposedly been unencumbered by his message, by masses of people and animals, or by the city in general.

The verse may also imply that Jonah traveled throughout the city for a day, to find a suitable spot, and delivered his message from one place. The truth, however, is that we simply don’t know the direction or course Jonah traveled through the city, how many days he proclaimed the message, or exactly when he began to deliver his message. None of that is important. The message is what is important.

The message is not simply a cry against their sins, but a message of judgment. Yet, the word translated “overthrown” literally means “turned” and can carry either a negative or a positive message.

5. So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them.

To explain why they so readily accepted Jonah’s message, many believe that the Ninevites had by now heard of Jonah’s previous experiences, and many believe the 3 days in the fish’s digestive juices would have altered Jonah’s appearance. This view seems to be somewhat supported by Jesus calling Jonah “a sign unto the Ninevites” (Luke11:30). Through Jonah, the Ninevites recognized the power of God.

Some commentators believe this fast lasted only one day, but others that it lasted the entire 40 days. It seems unlikely that all the events of verses 5-9 could have been completed in one day, but also unlikely that people and animals could have survived 40 days without water (verse 7). This appears to have been a national day of fasting that was scheduled in advance, but its length may also have been determined by each individual.

6. For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.

The people saw and heard Jonah, and believed his message. But, the king simply heard of the man and the message, yet had the same response. The word translated “robe” literally means “glory”, and refers to the king’s authority. This is the same word used for Elijah’s cloak, when given to Elisha along with his authority (2 Kings 2:1-15). Thus, the king laid aside his royal authority, and acknowledged the power and authority of God.

7. And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:

It appears that Jonah did not offer any advise for responding to the warning. The Assyrians, being unfamiliar with God, may have believed the suffering of animals would help appease His wrath. Or the king and his nobles may have believed that the constant lowing of hungry animals would urge the hearts of men toward sorrow and repentance. It is ironic that the Israelites constantly ignored the messages from God’s prophets, but a heathen nation so quickly and readily responded.

8. But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.

While the people of God tend to ignore their own sins and view themselves as righteous, the Assyrians readily acknowledged their evil ways. Moreover, they responded with a greater humility and earnestness toward repentance.

9. Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?

All of God’s threats of judgment are conditional. The king expresses the same view as the shipmaster in verse 1:6. Neither the sailors nor the Ninevites knew the proper response to God’s wrath, but they hoped they would be spared. On the other hand, God’s people know the proper response, but we tend to focus on God’s goodness and mercy, and we brush aside any fear of judgment.

​10. And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.

God saw their works. What were these works? They were not the putting on of sackcloth, or fasting, or making their animals and children cry for food so God might have pity on them. Their works were “that they turned from their evil way”.

This was a true repentance, as confirmed in the words of Jesus, “The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.” (Matthew 12:41).

Jonah 4

1. But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.

Ironically, Jonah’s success makes him angry. It’s probably safe to say that no preacher has ever been as successful as Jonah. He preached the message with boldness, every person responded zealously, and God answered with mercy from heaven. The word translated “displeased” literally means “to be evil”, and is the same word translated “wickedness” used of the Ninevites in verse 1:2. Jonah’s displeasure was on the same level as the wickedness for which God was going to destroy Nineveh.

The word “angry” means to burn with anger. In verse 5, it appears that Jonah grew angry even before the 40-day deadline. We are not told, but it may be that God communicated His plans to Jonah. Amos 3:7 says, “Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.” It may also be that, as Jonah explains in the next verse, he clearly understood the certainty of God’s mercy, and that the zealous response of the Ninevites offered no other justifiable outcome.

2. And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.

In Jonah’s piously worded, I-told-you-so prayer, he condemns God’s mercy and kindness. Jonah makes no mention of the mercy, forgiveness, and kindness God had shown him.

3. Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.

After proclaiming that God being merciful was an imperfection, Jonah prays for the supposed mercy of death. But, we should not be hypocritically judgmental of Jonah. If a person reaches a point where they feel their life has no further direction, and that they have lost fellowship with God, what do they have left? Yet, the next verse shows us that Jonah’s pointless life and broken fellowship, was of his own choosing.

4. Then said the Lord, Doest thou well to be angry?

God’s mild reproof of Jonah’s anger (wickedness), proves Jonah’s words in verse 2, “thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness”. Ironically, Jonah should have been rejoicing at such a successful completion of his task. Moreover, it seems that Jonah should have been embracing this success with an attempt at evangelism.

We should also remember, however, that anger is not always wickedness. Ephesians 4:26 says, “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath”. Good people have a responsibility to be angry at sin and injustice.

5. So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.

The word translated “booth” means a temporary shelter (Leviticus 23:39-42), so it seems Jonah was simply waiting until the end of the 40 days to determine the fate of Nineveh. It appears that Jonah hoped God’s mercy was just a temporary suspension of judgment, that there would be a lesser judgment forthcoming, or perhaps he hoped God had been reproved by Jonah’s denouncement.

That Jonah sat “on the east side of the city” appears to simply be a geographical element. Nineveh was built on the east side of the Tigris river, so the further east Jonah went, the higher the ground and the farther from danger he would have been.

6. And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.

It is unclear if Jonah was exceedingly glad, simply due to the shade that the plant provided, or if he also viewed it as a special blessing from God. If Jonah rightfully viewed this as a blessing, he may have wrongfully viewed it as a sign that God had been corrected by Jonah’s counsel.

Many commentators ponder uselessly on exactly what type of plant this was. The word translated “gourd” is only used in the book of Jonah, and means “a plant”. But, I have also pondered uselessly on all the steps God must have taken to prepare the plant to grow at exactly the right time and place. We have been given all the information we need to know in this verse.

7. But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered.

An insignificant plant gave Jonah great joy. An even more insignificant worm took that away. Notice that the worm attacked at dawn. As the sun rose, along with Jonah;s need for shade, Jonah watched the vine wither. Sometimes God’s lessons must be slow and painful for us to listen.

8. And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live.

The “east wind” refers to a certain type of destructive desert wind, and is often used in the Bible to signify judgment. Plus, the scorching sun beat upon his head. Added to this, was Jonah’s mental and spiritual turmoil. We should not try to minimize the intense suffering of Jonah at that time. But, still rebelling against God’s will, Jonah withdraws further inward and wishes only to die.

The east wind, described as “vehement” or “scorching”, is sometimes translated as “silent”. A “silent wind” seems out of context, unless we consider the experience of Elijah, who also wished to die after his mission from God (1 Kings 19:1-4). Elijah could not find God in a strong wind, an earthquake, or a fire, but found God in a still small voice (1 Kings 19:9-12).

9. And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death.

While it appears that Jonah was simply angry over the loss of a luxury, God instead asks him if his anger was due to compassion he had for the plant. The Ninevites had responded to God after the simple message “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown” (verse 3:4), but stubborn Jonah had to be compelled to hear God’s message to him. God used a gourd, a worm, and the scorching heat to prepare Jonah to listen. Now, with Jonah piously proclaiming his compassion for a plant, God can teach Jonah a thing about compassion.

​10. Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night:

Jonah’s compassion was self-centered, and seems to have never departed beyond his own welfare. Moreover, Jonah seems to be accusing God of having no compassion, because He let the plant die. Jonah’s compassion for the gourd, “for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow”, contrasts with God’s compassion for the great many souls, every single one which God had lovingly created.

(God, please destroy an entire city of a great many thousands, because they are the enemy, but let us have compassion on a weed.) You and I have entertained similar thoughts. Christians routinely lap up muddy rainwater from the footprints of Jonah. We display compassion for the weeds of life, but show little for the multitudes of people bound for eternal destruction. “Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee?” (Matthew 18:33)

​11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?

The 120,000 refers only to innocent children who are not yet able to discern evil from good. Commentators generally give us an estimated total of 600,000 total population. And, let us not forget the large amount of livestock, any of which is more significant, and has far greater emotions, than a plant which has a simple nervous system but no brain to form thoughts or emotions.

Many commentators are incensed that the book of Jonah ends as abruptly as it began. They demand details. But, in doing so, they miss the main message of the book. The purpose of Jonah is to show that God desires to grant mercy to all people, and to highlight the inexcusable acts of apathy and unrepentance of people who claim to fear God.

The book of Jonah is not a story of a certain man, or certain events, or certain places. It is a story about the common actions and attitudes of believers. The book of Jonah is about you and me. There will be times that you feel like God is blessing you, and times you feel like He is cursing you. There will be times you obey God, times you turn from His will, and times you are angry at Him. In your life there will be storms, and there will be problems that seem to swallow you alive.

No one else knows how your story begins or ends.
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The Book of Amos
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We are told that the book of Amos is the earliest of the prophetic writings to be preserved in written form. The book offers the most extensive dating attempt of any book in the Old Testament. The message of Amos is of judgment, and the hope of a great restoration. His message was rejected by the people of that time, because it came at a time of prosperity in both Israel and Judah. The book of Amos is mostly a prophecy against the Northern 10 tribes of Israel, though it begins with prophecies of judgment against neighboring nations, until it strikes Israel.

The message of judgment, in the book of Amos, is extremely relevant to us today, and we should carefully heed its warnings. The book of Amos also points to the end-times and the millennial reign of Jesus.

Confusion of names for Israel-

We should be aware of a prominent point of confusion for readers of the books of the Twelve, concerning the names used to refer to the split kingdom of Israel.

After the nation of Israel was divided into the Northern and Southern kingdoms, the prophets used various names to refer to each. The Northern kingdom was referred to as: Israel or Jacob , Samaria (the capitol); Ephraim (the major tribe); Bethel (the prominent worship site); or House of Jeroboam, Omri, Ahab, or Jehu (the prominent kings). The Southern kingdom was referred to as: Jerusalem (the capital); Judah (the major tribe); Zion (the temple site); or House of David (the prominent king).

After the Northern kingdom fell, the prophets sometimes used the names “Israel” and “Jacob” to refer to both kingdoms. Then, after Judah fell and later restored, the names “Israel” and “Jacob” referred to all Jews.

Amos 1

1. The words of Amos, who was among the herdmen of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.

The words Amos “saw” may refer to visions, or that the words of God were so clear it was if he had seen them with his own eyes. Amos was from Tekoa, in the Southern kingdom of Judah, but his prophecy was directed mostly to the Northern kingdom of Israel. The earthquake, well-known at the time, is also mentioned in Zechariah 14:5. The historian, Josephus, says the earthquake was prophesied in Amos 3:15.

2. And he said, The Lord will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither.

Some commentators claim that this verse summarizes the book of Amos. But, this verse makes no mention of the hope of restoration, which follows the judgment. The latter part of this verse, refers to famine and want, which always occur when God’s people turn away from Him (Deuteronomy 28: Leviticus 26).

3. Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of iron:

Damascus, and the nations in the following verses, had at one time belonged to the Davidic empire, but were now neighboring nations of Judah and Israel. The phrase “For three transgressions ... and for four” refers to the fact that they knew the laws of God, but continually rebelled against them.

Damascus mowed down the inhabitants of Gilead, with their weapons of war (2 Kings 8:12, 10:32-33, 13:3-7). This appears to be the final sin that would break the patience of God.

4. But I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, which shall devour the palaces of Benhadad.

This Benhadad may refer to the son of Hazael (2 Kings 13:24), rather than the King Benhadad which Hazael slew to become king (2 Kings 8:7-15).

5. I will break also the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden: and the people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the Lord.

The “bar of Damascus” appears to refer to the barred gate, as symbolic of the city’s defenses. The “plain of Aven” refers to idolatry. Commentators debate on the meaning of the phrase “him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden”, though it clearly refers to judgment. This judgment was fulfilled in 2 Kings 16:1-9, when “​the king of Assyria went up against Damascus, and took it, and carried the people of it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin” (2 Kings 16:9).

6. Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they carried away captive the whole captivity, to deliver them up to Edom:

Gaza is the first of several nations judged for their participation in the (yet future to Amos) events when Assyria would conquer the Northern nation of Israel, as well as some cities of Judah. These nations would apparently capture the fleeing refugees for the slave trade. All the sins in this section of Amos deal with man’s inhumanity toward his fellowman in general, and specifically to the concerted efforts of Israel’s neighbors to wipe Israel off the face of the earth.

Gaza was one of the five cities of the Philistines, who were a long-standing enemy of Israel. Three more of the five cities will be listed in verse 8. The phrase “whole captivity” suggests entire populations, but also refers to captives taken peaceably, suggesting the capturing of refugees or the taking of captives through deceit. This, and following verses, suggest that Edom would be the center of the slave trade.

7. But I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, which shall devour the palaces thereof:

8. And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord God.

Gaza represents the Philistine nation, because it was the first and most important of the Philistine cities. Gath is the only one of the five Philistine cities not mentioned in this prophecy, apparently because it had been conquered by King Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:6), and was at this time part of Judah.

The Philistines were conquered later by King Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:8), and later by the Egyptians (Jeremiah 47:1), and later by Babylon, and then by Alexander the Great, and later submitted to Israel during the Maccabean revolt. Commentators debate on the exact historical fulfillment of this prophecy. Yet all the prophecies concerning the destruction of the Philistine cities (Zephaniah 2:4; Zechariah 9:5-7; Jeremiah 25:15-38) appear to have an end-times fulfillment.

9. Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Tyrus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly covenant:

Tyre would also participate in the capturing of refugees, to sell to Edom. Most commentators believe the “brotherly covenant” to be the covenant between Israel’s king Solomon and Tyre’s king Hiram (1 kings 5:12), although that covenant was made between two kings almost 300 years before. This may be a more general reference to brotherly love as, historically, Tyre is known for being deceitful and cruel to others.

​10. But I will send a fire on the wall of Tyrus, which shall devour the palaces thereof.

Tyre appears to have been conquered 4 times, but was repopulated the first three times, until it was completely destroyed. Commentators debate on which of these historical events fulfill this prophecy. Yet, Ezekiel 26:1-21 prophesied that God would bring many nations against Tyre.

​11 Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because he did pursue his brother with the sword, and did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever:

The people of Edom and Israel were related through their ancestor brothers, Esau and Jacob. But, the two brothers, and two nations, had always been at odds. While God had commanded Israel to live at peace with Edom (Deuteronomy 23:7), the Edomites took any occasion to oppress or harass their brothers. The sins of Edom are even more pronounced, in that they acted like a pack predator, only attacking when aligned with other nations. The phrase “did tear” pictures a savage beast ripping its prey.

The phrase “he did pursue his brother with the sword” refers to the Edomites pursuing the refugees, in an attempt to completely wipe Israel off the face of the earth. Again, this occurred when Assyria conquered the 10 Northern tribes of Israel, as well as some of the cities of Judah. The 10 tribes were almost completely obliterated at the time.

​12. But I will send a fire upon Teman, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.

Teman was in the Northern district of Edom, and Bozrah was a principle city of Edom. By the time that Jacob returned from serving Laban, Esau had already begun to occupy Seir, in Edom (Genesis 33:1-14), after defeating the Horites. While Edom is condemned, here, for their role in the conquering of Israel by the Assyrians, they would also later assist the Babylonians in conquering Judah. And, we are told it was the Edomites which burned Solomon’s temple for Nebuchadnezzar.

The Edomites were later conquered by the Nabateans and driven into an area south of Israel, and eventually absorbed into the nation of Israel.

​13. Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have ripped up the women with child of Gilead, that they might enlarge their border:

The Ammonites were relatives of the Israelites through Lot (Genesis 19:30-38), and the Israelites were commanded to not confront Ammon during the Exodus because of this (Deuteronomy 2:19). While we have no specific historical record of the savage cruelty in this verse, the practice was not unknown (2 Kings. 8:12, 15:16; Hosea 13:16). This was not an act of supposed justified war, but barbaric annihilation of an entire population simply for greed.

​14. But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, and it shall devour the palaces thereof, with shouting in the day of battle, with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind:

​15. And their king shall go into captivity, he and his princes together, saith the Lord.

Rabbath was a stronghold, and the capitol of Ammon. The nation would be subdued by many different nations, and commentators debate on the specific fulfillment of this judgment. Jeremiah 49:1-6 gives a similar prophecy concerning Ammon.

Amos 2

1. Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Moab, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because he burned the bones of the king of Edom into lime:

The Moabites were relatives of the Israelites through Lot (Genesis 19:30-38). The Bible does not  record this act of burning the bones of the king of Edom, though “he” appears to refer to the king of Moab who apparently burned the bones and used them to whitewash walls. Notice that he is not condemned for killing the king of Edom, but for what he did with the dead body. More than simply an act of desecrating and insulting the dead, this was also an act of pronouncing judgment on the dead and, therefore, placing himself in the role of God.

2. But I will send a fire upon Moab, and it shall devour the palaces of Kirioth: and Moab shall die with tumult, with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet:

Kirioth was a city in Moab which was a center for idolatry, though many translators put the word in the plural, making this to include a number of small towns. The judgment is that Moab would be destroyed in fear and desperation by war. Commentators debate on the exact fulfillment of this verse, though as with all the previously mentioned nations, Moab would later be conquered by Babylon, as prophesied in Jeremiah 48.

3. And I will cut off the judge from the midst thereof, and will slay all the princes thereof with him, saith the Lord.

Commentators debate on whether “the judge” refers to the king, or if this judgment occurred at a time when Moab was ruled by someone other than a king, as the word refers to an activity rather than a position. It appears that the judge refers to the king, or the nation in general, who played the role of God in judging the dead king of Edom. In Jeremiah’s prophecy against Moab, they are condemned for their pride and arrogance (Jeremiah 48:25-47).

4. Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have despised the law of the Lord, and have not kept his commandments, and their lies caused them to err, after the which their fathers have walked:

As mentioned earlier, the book of Amos is mostly an indictment against the Northern nation of the divided Israel and God’s judgment now hits closer to home, as it passed through neighboring nations and now strikes the other half of the divided kingdom.

The judgment against Judah is different, in that the other nations were condemned for their crimes against humanity, Judah is judged for her crimes against God. This coincides with the blessings and curses promised in Deuteronomy 28 and Leviticus 26, for following or rejecting God.

5. But I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem.

This seems to refer to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians, though it occurred again at the hands of the Romans.

6. Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they sold the righteous for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes;

While the judgment against most of the neighboring nations was because they would capture Israelite refugees and sell them as slaves, we now look into the dark side of Israel itself. The phrase “For three transgressions..., and for four” indicates excessive and unrestrained transgressions, and the sins of Israel in verses 6-8 appear to be: corruption of justice, oppression of the poor, immorality, and idolatry.

They viewed their own people as merchandise to be bought and sold. They perverted justice and preyed upon the needy, and viewed their lives as of little worth. In Micah’s prophecy against the Northern kingdom of Israel, he pictures the rich viewing the poor as nothing more than meat for their pot, “Who hate the good, and love the evil; who pluck off their skin from off them, and their flesh from off their bones; Who also eat the flesh of my people, and flay their skin from off them; and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh within the caldron.” (Micah 3:2-3)

7. That pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside the way of the meek: and a man and his father will go in unto the same maid, to profane my holy name:

The rich, in greed and in lust for power and control, pant after even the dust that the poor threw on their heads in mourning. The rich seek to devour the poor through oppression and injustice. Greed and covetousness lead us to desire things far beyond the basic necessities of life, to desire and strain for things which are unnecessary and unimportant.

Commentators debate on whether the “maid” refers to temple prostitutes, or to the abuse of slaves, or to basic immorality. When a man degrades himself to such a level that he views his fellowman as merchandise,  morality ceases to exist for him. The phrase “to profane my holy name” signifies that they knew full well that, as covenant people, their sins would disgrace God’s name.

8. And they lay themselves down upon clothes laid to pledge by every altar, and they drink the wine of the condemned in the house of their god.

Not only did they oppress and rob the poor, but they used their illegal gain for perverted idolatrous practices.

9. Yet destroyed I the Amorite before them, whose height was like the height of the cedars, and he was strong as the oaks; yet I destroyed his fruit from above, and his roots from beneath.

God now reminds the Israelites of the good He has done for them. God calling attention to His mercy and goodness, shows the greatness of their ingratitude.

The Amorites were a strong and mighty people whose height was like the height of the cedars, and he was strong as the oaks. They were the most powerful of the nations of the Canaanites. Yet, God had a vine to plant in their land, and they forever ceased to exist as a nation.

​10. Also I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and led you forty years through the wilderness, to possess the land of the Amorite.

God reminds them that He delivered them from slavery in Egypt, and brought them to the promised land. And, even though the Israelites, through cowardice, refused to possess the land, God stayed by their side (Deuteronomy 2:7).

​11 And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young men for Nazarites. Is it not even thus, O ye children of Israel? saith the Lord.

A Nazarite was a person set apart and strictly dedicated to God (Numbers 6:2-3). When Israel separated themselves from the tribes of Judah, they also separated themselves from the Temple, along with the priests and Levites. But, God raised up for them prophets and Nazarites to offer guidance.

​12. But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink; and commanded the prophets, saying, Prophesy not.

The wicked not only rejected the word of God, but actively strove against it, because they felt condemned by it. Moreover, they sought to lead others away from it, so as to make themselves appear normal. We see this today, in the way Hollywood and the anti-God ideology of liberalism seeks to lead people away from God and to condone all kinds of perversion. All in an attempt to justify their own immorality and wickedness.

​13. Behold, I am pressed under you, as a cart is pressed that is full of sheaves.

The picture here is of an overloaded cart, straining under its load. Yet, commentators debate on who is speaking, whether it is God weighed down by the people’s sins, the people weighed down by God’s judgment, or Amos weighed down by both. Many people have a problem with viewing God straining under any load, yet, His being wearied by our sins is a common theme throughout the Bible (Malachi 2:17; Isaiah 1:14, 7:13, 43:24; Jeremiah 6:11).

​14. Therefore the flight shall perish from the swift, and the strong shall not strengthen his force, neither shall the mighty deliver himself:

​15. Neither shall he stand that handleth the bow; and he that is swift of foot shall not deliver himself: neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself.

Verses 14-16 appear to be God’s coming judgment of Assyria conquering the 10 tribes of Israel. It will be useless to fight or flee, for you cannot battle against the judgment of God.  

​16. And he that is courageous among the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, saith the Lord.

The phrase “in that day” is used quite often in the Bible, and can refer to either God’s judgment or restoration. The picture is of a warrior fleeing from battle, and throwing off all armor, weapons, and even clothes, so as to run even faster. Even the most valiant warrior will throw off everything that slows him down in his flight. The problem was, they had despised God as their place of refuge, and had nowhere to flee (Psalm 62:8, 91:4; Jeremiah 17:5-7; Proverbs 18:10).

Amos 3

1. Hear this word that the Lord hath spoken against you, O children of Israel, against the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying,

2. You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
A Verse-by-
Commentary
Books of
12 Minor P
of the Bibje

John Ritter





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





