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      For my family, with love and prayers.

    

  


  
    
      
        
        For all whom we love and value,

        for every friend and connection,

        we equally pray;

        however divided and far asunder,

        we know that we are alike before Thee,

        and under Thine eye.

      

      

      
        
        JANE AUSTEN PRAYER
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      The contents of this book comes from my extensive research, notes, scribblings, drawings, and photographs from wonderfully busy years that have seen me visiting and staying at the many places relating to Jane Austen and her family. Any omissions, errors or fanciful speculation are mine and mine alone.

      I refer to Jane Austen by her first name as there are too many Austens to mention.  Both Jane’s mother and sister were called Cassandra, so for clarity in places I have simply said mother or sister.

      I have kept the dates in the day and month format as they were written out, so you may find them interchanged throughout.

      To reference Jane Austen’s letters by number, I have used Deirdre Le Faye’s Letters, which matches Chapman’s until July 1806. I have also added the date after the number of the written letter.

      I have retained some of the irregular spellings in Jane’s letters and writings. She would often mix up ‘ie’ with ‘ei’, and to save writing paper she would often use ‘&’ instead of ‘and’ and was fond of dashes.  Jane would often abbreviate words such as Eveng for Evening, Apothy for Apothecary, and Gs for Gardens.

      This book is written in British English, the same as Jane wrote, and you will find ‘favourite’ instead of ‘favorite’, and ‘neighbour’ instead of ‘neighbor’, and so on.

      Saint Swithin is also known as Saint Swithun.

      To avoid confusion with similiarly named members of the Austen family, the wives of the sons are referred to by their maiden names, even after marriage.

      To respect the wishes of the Austen family and in line with the biography published in 1912, James Edward Austen Leigh written by his daughter Mary Austen Leigh, the Austen family names contain no hyphens (just as the Leigh Perrots had no hyphen, neither had the Bigg Withers).

      The photographs shown in the book have been taken by the author with permission. Where this has not been possible, in exhibitions for example, others have been generous in sharing theirs as indicated in the acknowledgements. For all images and permissions, I would like to express my sincere appreciation.

      In reference to the Georgian era, it is a period in British history from 1714 to 1830, named after Kings George I (1714-1727), George II (1727-1760), George III (1760-1820) and George IV (1820-1830).  The official Regency period lasted only from 1811-1820, when Prince George ruled instead of his mentally ill father King George III. Historians tend to refer to the Regency period as being from 1789 to 1830, as the Prince Regent’s interim period of rule was proposed in Parliament in February 1789, and George IV died in 1830.⁠1

      My research has come from so many sources, and there are many excellent scholars I have drawn from who came before me, who I admire and thank for their work.

      As always, when studying someone for such a long time, it is difficult to decide what to include and what to leave out. I am privileged to live close to Jane’s homes and churches and go there often. I tend to want to share everything with you, almost like Jane does in her letters to Cassandra.  I too fear that I have been too ‘light & bright & sparkling’ with this book, and that it also may need ‘shade’.

      The first biography of Jane was published in 1870. We only have around 161 letters she wrote, the others missing or destroyed, as well as those from Cassandra and other friends and family members.

      Jane’s treasures, as in her own personal belongings; a topaz cross, a fine white shawl, her travel slope, cup and ball, poems and prayers, letters to her nieces, and pieces of jewellery, is all we have left, and I have presented them here for you to get a better understanding of who she was, as a child of God.

      Her greatest memorials of course, are her books, which have never been out of print since they were published. I hope you find the contents of this book unique and uplifting to read.

      Finally, I have occasionally left out the words probably, perhaps and maybe when referring to Jane’s life. Many historians have pointed out to me that we do not know for certain what Jane did or said, or where she went.

      I like to think that I am like many other Jane Austen followers around the world who imagine Jane’s life full of walking, dancing, shopping, reading, writing, music, faith, family, friends, & love.

      As Jane writes in Emma, ‘It is such a happiness when good people get together – and they always do.’

    

  


  
    
      
        
        A whole family assembling regularly for the purpose of prayer is fine!

      

      

      
        
        FANNY PRICE, MANSFIELD PARK

      

      

      

      
        
        Remember the country and the age in which we live. Remember that we are English, that we are Christians.

      

      

      
        
        HENRY TILNEY, NORTHANGER ABBEY
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        It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife.

      

      

      This is the first line from Pride and Prejudice, and still one of the most famous quotes in literary history. Jane Austen’s fame has only increased, and so have the sales of her novels. Pride and Prejudice alone has sold over 20 million copies, and its afterlife in adaptations, retellings, and devoted re-readings is extraordinary. When you think of how many people around the world have read it, it’s astonishing that no-one saw it coming.

      Certainly not her nephew whose introduction is almost an apology to the readers of his Memoirs. ‘The uneventful nature of the author’s life, which as we think, has been a good deal exaggerated. Quiet it certainly was.’

      Yet ‘quiet’ is not the same as insignificant. Jane watched people with a sharp, amused attention. She understood the world she lived in, and she wrote with a moral intelligence that continues to feel bracingly alive.

      Yet her publishing career happened quickly in the latter years of her life. Of the six novels that Jane wrote, only four were published in her lifetime. Sense and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice, Mansfield Park, known to be Jane’s most religious novel, and Emma. Jane wrote Northanger Abbey in her teens, and had to wait years before she could buy it back from the publishers. Persuasion was written in full in the last years of her life, and she had to rewrite the ending to make it more romantic. All her novels are well-known.

      Among the manuscripts, letters and papers she left behind are the prayers presented here. People often ask why they have remained hidden for so long, and the short answer is simple, they were private. The longer answer is the story this book tells you about her life, her writing, her hopes, and her faith.

      ‘Prayers composed by my ever dear sister Jane’ is written on the outside of the two manuscript sheets containing three prayers written by Jane Austen. Her sister Cassandra treasured them until her own death in 1845, and carefully added this note on the outer sheet so that her nieces were aware of their importance when her own time came.

      Jane mainly used them for evening devotions, when the family got together at the end of each day. She would have carried the large Steventon family bible to a table, and copied out the prayers for ease of use. Folded small enough to slip into a pocket, Jane could read them by candlelight, followed by the rest of the family reciting the Lord’s Prayer. As Fanny Price exclaims in Mansfield Park, ‘A whole family assembling regularly for the purpose of prayer is fine!’

      These pages feel used, lived with, and kept close. In them, Jane asks God for forgiveness, protection, health, and safety for her family and friends, and she gives thanks for the blessings she has received.

      We thank thee with all our hearts for every gracious dispensation, for all the blessings that have attended our lives, for every hour of safety, health and peace, of domestic comfort and innocent enjoyment. We feel that we have been blessed far beyond any thing that we have deserved.

      As you meditate on these beautiful, heartfelt prayers, it is important to remember that Jane embraced the Christian faith and was devoted to God. This suggests that her novels were written with more religious feeling than we might have thought. It invites us to look again at the moral texture of her fiction, and her thoughts about repentance, gratitude, self-knowledge, and how to be a better person.

      Jane avoided overt preaching in her fiction, yet faith and church are woven naturally through her novels. She writes with ease about moral responsibility, conscience, and duty, and her stories are populated with memorable clergymen. Her grandfather, father, two brothers, numerous cousins, distant relations, and friends were all clergymen. She understood the workings of the church intimately. It was a world she knew and one she could write about with confidence. She understood men, and wrote them well.

      Some will say this is not the case as Jane never married. A youthful proposal from Tom Lefroy came to nothing, as the son of a clergyman, he simply had no means. Two years later, Madam Lefroy suggested Revd Samuel Blackall as a match, although Jane never met him. ‘His regard, which appeared to spring from knowning nothing of me at first, is best supported by never seeing me.’ An offer from Edward Bridges, Edward’s brother-in-law was refused, and a clergyman Jane met on holiday died suddenly. Harris Bigg Wither proposed to make her mistress of Manydown, securing the future of her sister and friends. But to marry before God without love was something Jane could not do. As Catherine Moreland, declares, ‘To marry for money I think the wickedest thing in existence.’

      Jane was a clever writer, and her leading characters embark on a journey of self-discovery that develops the story. Elizabeth exclaims, ‘How despicably I have acted! How humiliating is this discovery! I have courted prepossession and ignorance, and driven reason away. Till this moment I never knew myself.’

      Marianne is even more dramatic, ‘I wonder at my recovery,—wonder that the very eagerness of my desire to live, to have time for atonement to my God, and to you all, did not kill me at once. Had I died, in what peculiar misery should I have left you, my nurse, my friend, my sister!’

      I can almost hear Jane laughing, she writes with such comedy. In Pride and Prejudice, Elizabeth echoes Jane’s thoughts. ‘I dearly love a laugh ..I hope I never ridicule what is wise or good. Follies and nonsense, whims and inconsistencies do divert me, I own, and I laugh at them whenever I can.’

      She wrote for her own pleasure and to make others happy. Cassandra and Martha read Pride and Prejudice many times, and Mr Austen liked it so much, he sent the manuscript to a publisher. He found the money to buy Jane a travel writing desk, expensive notebooks, and supplied her with a library. Jane loved her father dearly, and who else in the family could get away with scribbling in the Steventon Church Register?

      In the opening paragraphs of Pride and Prejudice, Mrs Bennet accuses her husband of giving preference to their daughter Lizzy, just like Mr Austen did with Jane. I can almost hear Mr Austen saying under his breath, ‘You mistake me, my dear. I have a high respect for your nerves. They are my old friends. I have heard you mention them with consideration these twenty years at least.’

      Jane quietly shaped her heroes, so we are unaware of her subtle hints that bring us round to her way of thinking. ‘After morning service’ is a phrase used early in Pride and Prejudice, when Jane wants us to think well of Mr Darcy. ‘Mr Darcy they had only seen at church,’ suggesting he attended church twice on Good Friday – no small sign of genuine faith, even in the Regency period. He denies Wickham a living because he believes him unfit for Holy Orders, and in his closing line of his letter to Elizabeth, ‘God bless you,’ we glimpse humility and grace. Who could not love such a man?

      And what of Edmund Bertram? Faithful, principled, and sincere. His only flaw was being led astray by Mary. When he gives Fanny a gold chain for her amber cross, she expresses her love for him, not in words but in prayer. Where acting was seen as morally damaging to young women, ‘Fanny was the only one of the party who seemed to prefer church to the play.’ Yet Jane clearly valued her moral strength.

      Jane discussed all her books with her family, and it was a niece who said that the sisters disagreed about the ending of Mansfield Park. Cassandra wanted Edmund to marry (the Eliza inspired) Mary, and Henry to marry Fanny and whisk her away from it all. Jane thought Fanny would tire of Henry’s fickleness, and Mary would be bored as a clergyman’s wife. After Henry had read the novel, he was thankfully unsuspicious, as Jane wrote to Cassandra that he, ‘admires H. Crawford – I mean properly – as a clever, pleasant Man.’

      Jane was editing Mansfield Park whilst writing Emma, and its in Emma where Jane slips in the only bible quote to appear in any of her novels. Taken from the Book of Common Prayer, it is Miss Bates who delivers the line after she receives a leg of pork from Mr Woodhouse, and delights that she lives in Highbury. ‘Our lot is cast in a goodly heritage.’ Even those words taken from Psalm 16 are not quite correct, which may be intentional.

      In Jane’s own prayers, she repeats this sentiment, ‘Give us a thankful sense of the Blessings in which we live, of the many comforts of our lot; that we may not deserve to lose them by Discontent or indifference.’

      It is also in Emma, that Emma Woodhouse grows the most of all Jane’s heroines. Born without hardship and under no pressure to marry, Emma moves from naive indifference, through to reflection, kindness, affection, and finally jealousy. Her self-knowledge arrives in a flash. ‘It darted through her, with the speed of an arrow, that Mr. Knightley must marry no one but herself!’

      I wonder if Jane had watched her two young nieces for inspiration. Fanny and Anna were born six months apart and both looking for love. Fanny lived in Kent with the wealthy upper classes, and like Emma, under no pressure to leave Godmersham. ‘Emma Woodhouse, handsome, clever, and rich, with a comfortable home and happy disposition seemed to unite some of the best blessings of existence.’ She was rich, would come into money, and there must have been a line of suitors wanting her attention.

      Anna lived at Steventon Rectory, just like Jane had, and was the daughter of a clergyman, not a son, with little money or prospects of her own. She had lived with Jane as a girl, so she knew her well. Both were motherless and looked to their aunt Jane for support. ‘Her charm to children was great sweetness of manner. She seemed to love you, and you loved her naturally in return.’

      They were a close knit family. Brothers Frank and Charles read their sister’s novels when away at sea, as they often wrote in letters. Frank preferred Persuasion, and thought of himself as Captain Harville, and Charles preferred his copy of Emma. Jane used the real names of their ships in Mansfield Park, to make her story more real, and to show them how proud she was of their achievements.

      She missed their company, and worried for their safety. ‘May the sick and afflicted, be now, and ever thy care; and heartily do we pray for the safety of all that travel by Land or by Sea, for the comfort and protection of the Orphan and Widow and that thy pity may be shown, upon all Captives and Prisoners.’ It was Charles’ wife Fanny who told Jane that her brother was captured and held prisoner for five years, so the threat was close and very real.

      Throughout her life, and in the letters Jane wrote, she frequently mentions going to church. She thought that giving a good sermon was important, and talked about bad weather on Sunday if it kept her away. Being a good Christian was a way of life for Jane, and it required no explanation.

      One of her prayers asks for that daily honesty. ‘May we now, and on each return of night, consider how the past day has bee spent by us, what have been our prevailing thoughts, words and actions during it.’

      It was her beloved nephew Edward who wrote poetically in his Memoir, ‘I do not venture to speak of her religious principles: that is a subject on which she herself was more inclined to think and act than to talk, and I shall imitate her reserve; satisfied to have shown how much of Christian love and humility abounded in her heart, without presuming to lay bare the roots whence those graces grew.’

      Jane believed that what a person did each day mattered more than what a person said, and this belief is reflected throughout her prayers. She practiced charity quietly, and despite having little money of her own, gave warm stockings and blankets to the village poor each winter. This was how she was brought up by Mr and Mrs Austen, and something she continued to do. ‘That we may not, ..be Christians only in name.’

      In a scrap found on the back of one of James sermons in her handwriting, Jane reinforces this message. ‘Men may get into the habit of repeating the words of our Prayers by rote, perhaps, without thoroughly understanding – certainly without thoroughly feeling their full force and meaning.’

      Jane dipped her quill, ‘To address thee with our hearts, as with our lips.’  She was not infallible, and in her letters she jokes, ‘Mrs Bramstone is the sort of Woman I detest,’ and mischievously suggests, ‘Kill poor Mrs Slater if you like it, while you are at Manydown.’

      Jane thought her godfather, Reverend Cooke was pompous at times, and in January 1799 wrote, ‘I assure you I dread the idea of going to Bookham as much as you do, but I am not without hopes that something may happen to prevent it; ..perhaps they may be overturned in their way down, & all laid up for the Summer.’

      Of course, her letters were personal, meant only for Cassandra to whom all secrets were shared. Writing her letters was a way of keeping her close, and Jane would reach for her quill and parchment the minute Cassandra left, and write as though her sister was stood next to her.

      It is said that Jane and Cassandra wrote hundreds of letters, and that Cassandra destroyed almost all of them, and it seems terribly unfair that we can’t simply read them all. ‘Your letter which I have this morning received from you has diverted me beyond moderation. I could die of laughter at it. You are the finest comic writer of the present age.’ Perhaps this loss reminds us what these prayers are, something personal and private after all.

      Cassandra gave Jane’s manuscripts, letters and papers to their family, as discussed with Jane before she died. Pieces have changed hands over the years, some left in Wills, and some put up for auction. This is how Jane’s prayers were discovered in California, hidden away in a college library. And who could forget Jane’s turquoise ring sold to an American, or her travel writing slope being kept in a suitcase in Canada.

      Jane Austen’s popularity is global, and she remains a unique literary phenomenon. Through modern story adaptations, film and television productions, she has become a global superstar. Each year, hundreds of admirers gather for festivals and balls, exhibitions and talks, all dressing in the same style as Jane did all those years ago. Collectively, we are known as ‘Janeites’.

      In the field where the rectory once stood, where Jane was born, and close to where she worshipped, a marker for the old well has been replaced by a circular stone wall. People are often seen huddled along the lane, peering over the fence, or walking through the muddy field. As though she had found fame already, Jane is buried in Winchester Cathedral, though with a simple gravestone about her virtues. Now a brass plaque and stained glass window dedicated to her life are close by, in recognition of her talent.

      In Bath, the architecture and places Jane describes in her novels and letters is very much the same, including the houses she lived in. It is deeply poignant to stand in the room where Jane died in College Street, with its little bow window she describes in her letters. It is also where Cassandra stood as she watched her sister disappear from her sight for the last time. We feel as though we know her so well that we have lost a friend.

      Should you want to walk in Jane’s footsteps to see the places associated with her life, I have added a section at the back of this book to guide you. Many of the churches are open full time, and they welcome visitors of all faiths.

      In this book, you are invited to explore the life and faith of our most beloved novelist. A gifted writer, a kind woman of generous spirit, a quick and delightful wit, a child of God. You can read Jane’s prayers, printed here in full, and discover how her faith underpinned and influenced her novels.

      I feel humbled to have been given this opportunity to share Jane’s original prayer sheets with you. I have read them most evenings since I first saw them, and I hope they bring you the same comfort they brought Jane all those years ago. They are beautifully written, sincere, and deeply moving offering us a rare glimpse into her heart.

      Please remember that you are not alone. We are praying with you and for you, and that God watches over us and blesses us all.
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            FAMILY AND FRIENDS
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      The family of Jane Austen was a Kentish one, most of whom were clothiers, solicitors and doctors. They owned two small manor houses, Grovehurst and Broadford, near Horsmonden, and lived in and around Ashford.

      John Austen's great grandson, another John, married Elizabeth Weller. He died in 1704, leaving his widow, six sons and one daughter. William, the fourth son was George Austen's father. Born in 1731, George lost both his parents by the time he was six years old.

      His kind uncle Francis was a wealthy solicitor at Sevenoaks, who sent George to Tonbridge School. After Oxford, George returned to Tonbridge School as Second Master, before returning to Oxford as a fellow for the next 17 years. He was ordained deacon in 1754 and priest in 1755.

      In 1761, George was presented with the living of Steventon by his cousin Mr Thomas Knight. As Steventon Rectory was in such a state of disrepair, his Uncle Francis purchased the living of nearby Deane, so in 1764 when George married Cassandra Leigh, it became their home.⁠1

      Family

      Reverend George Austen (1 May 1731-21 January 1805)

      Jane’s father, George came from a wealthy family of Kent relations. He was 16, when he won a scholarship into St John’s College, Oxford, and after teaching in Tonbridge, returned to study.⁠2 Tall, slim and good looking, with bright hazel eyes and curly chestnut hair, he was known as ‘The Handsome Proctor’.  A mature husband at 33, he married Cassandra Leigh in 1764 at Walcot Church, Bath. He was Rector of Steventon from 1761 and Deane from 1773, until his retirement in 1801 when he passed the livings to his son James. He is buried at Walcot Church, the same church he was married in.

      Cassandra Austen, née Leigh (26 September 1739-18 January 1827)

      Jane’s mother, Cassandra, was the fifth of six children born to Reverend Thomas Leigh, rector of Harpsden, Oxfordshire and his wife Jane. A sociable witty woman, she had a talent for writing poetry, needlework and gardening. A slight woman, with fine well cut features, and curly brown hair, she was proud of her aristocratic nose. She was related to the Duke of Chandos through marriage, and descended from the wealthy Leigh family. Despite being something of a hypochondriac, she lived to be 87 years old, and is buried next to her daughter Cassandra in St Nicholas churchyard, Chawton.

      James Austen (13 February 1765-13 December 1819)

      James was born almost 11 years before Jane, and at the age of 14, was awarded a scholarship at St John's College, Oxford, and later a fellowship. He followed his father, and took Holy Orders in 1787. In 1789, he started a paper called The Loiterer. He inherited his mother’s wit, and was considered the poet of the family. Known to be a good dancer, in 1796 Jane picked him up on the way to a party at Ashe, ‘for a ball is nothing without him.’  James moved to Deane as curate after marrying Anne Matthew in 1792. Jane’s niece Anna arrived a year later. After Anne’s death in 1795, he married Mary Lloyd in 1797 and had two more children, James Edward and Caroline. On his father’s retirement in 1801, he moved into Steventon Rectory and held the livings at Deane, Overton, and Sherborne St John. Two years after Jane, he died of the same ailments aged 54.

      George Austen (28 August 1766-17 January 1838)

      George lived away from the family home in Steventon, before moving to the nearby village of Monk Sherborne. He was born at Deane, and was epileptic from childhood and possibly deaf and dumb. George died on 17 January 1838, aged 72, and is buried in All Saints churchyard in an unmarked grave. He spent most of his life with his Uncle Thomas Leigh, who had a similar disability.

      Edward Austen (7 October 1767-19 November 1852)

      Known as ‘Neddy’ within the family, Edward was good, amiable and sweet-tempered. He was adopted by a wealthy cousin of his father, Thomas Knight and his wife Elizabeth, and spent most of his time at their home in Kent. When he returned from his Grand Tour of Dresden and Rome, he married Elizabeth, the daughter of Sir Brooke Bridges, on Boxing Day in 1791 at a double wedding with her sister. In 1812, he inherited estates in Kent and Hampshire, and Edward took the name Knight in appreciation. They had eleven children.

      Henry Thomas Austen (8 June 1771-12 March 1850)

      Henry was charming, optimistic, good looking, and the entrepreneur of the family. Considered the cleverest of his children by Mr Austen, Henry went to Oxford aged 17. He joined the Oxfordshire Militia in 1793, and after resigning, became a banker in London. After his firm went bankrupt in 1816, he took Holy Orders and was curate at Chawton and taught at Farnham School in Surrey. Henry married his cousin Eliza in 1797, who died in 1813. In 1820, he married Eleanor Jackson, the niece of Revd Papillon of Chawton. Henry wrote the ‘Biographical Notice’ to accompany the posthumous publication of Northanger Abbey and Persuasion.

      Cassandra Elizabeth Austen (9 January 1773-22 March 1845)

      Cassandra was Jane’s only sister to whom she was very close. In her Juvenilia, Jane describes her as, ‘A Phoenix. Your taste is refine, your sentiments are noble, & your Virtues innumerable.’  A talented artist, Cassandra painted the only known portrait of Jane. Cassandra was engaged to Reverend Tom Fowle, a pupil of her father’s. Following his death in the West Indies in 1797, she remained single for the rest of her life. Practical and sensible, she was an efficient housekeeper who was often called upon to care for her nieces and nephews.

      Francis William Austen (23 April 1774-10 August 1865)

      Known as ‘Fly’ as a boy, Frank loved nature and sports, and riding his chestnut pony ‘Squirrel’. It was for Francis that his mother made a jacket and trousers from the scarlet riding habit she was married in. At 12 years old he entered the Royal Naval Academy at Portsmouth. Frank married Mary Gibson in 1806, and they had eleven children. After her death he married Martha Lloyd. A skilled craftsman, it was thought he inspired Captain Harville in Persuasion. Admiral Nelson considered him an ‘excellent young man’, and Frank rose to become Admiral of the Fleet. At 89, he was awarded a Knighthood. The last survivor of Jane’s siblings, Frank died on 10 August  1865, and is buried at Wymering, near Portsmouth, Hampshire.

      Jane Austen (16 December 1775-18 July 1817)

      Jane Austen was simply a most talented author.

      Charles John Austen (23 June 1779-7 October 1852)

      Charles followed Frank, and entered the Royal Naval Academy at Portsmouth at 12 years old.  Jane described him as having a sweet temper and affectionate disposition, and called him her ‘own particular little brother’. He married Frances Fitzwilliam Palmer in Bermuda in 1807, and she lived with him on his ships.  After Fanny’s death, he married her sister Harriet in 1820. He had eight children, four with each wife, and named one of his daughters Jane. Charles rose to the rank of Rear Admiral, and died on active duty in Burma aged 74. He is buried on the island of Trincomalee in Sri Lanka.

      Wider Family

      Philadelphia Austen Hancock (1730-1792)

      George Austen’s eldest sister was known as ‘Phila’ to her friends. Her mother died on 2 February 1733, and her father a few years later in 1737. The three children were split up, and Phila was sent to live with relatives in London.

      
        
          [image: Rare portrait miniature ring of Philadelphia Austen Hancock (1730-1792) by the leading 18th century miniature painter, John Smart (c1741-1811).  The portrait is signed JS and beneath the signature 1768.]
        

        Portrait miniature ring of Philadelphia Austen Hancock (1730-1792) by the 18th century miniature painter, John Smart (c1741-1811). Signed JS with the date 1768 underneath.

      

      At 15, she became a milliner in Covent Garden, and with little prospects set sail for India in 1752. She left in a dinghy from the port of Deal to go aboard the Bombay Castle, a stout East Indiaman anchored in the Downs. It was a dangerous six month voyage,

      Introduced by her uncle Francis, Phila met and married one of his financial clients, an East India Company surgeon, Tysoe Saul Hancock in 1753, a man 20 years to her senior.

      She confided to Jane that it was a union of friendship, and Jane was so struck by this situation, she used it in Catherine, or the Bower, a short story written a few months after her aunt’s death in 1792. The story is about an orphaned ‘girl of genius and feeling’ being ‘sent in quest of a husband in Bengal’. Jane boldly writes, ‘The eldest daughter had been obliged to accept the offer of one of her cousins to equip her for the East Indies, and tho’ infinitely against her inclinations had been necessitated to embrace the only possibility that was offered to her. ..She would almost have preferred servitude to it.’⁠3

      Phila’s daughter Eliza was born nine years after her wedding on 22 December 1761. It was speculated that a widowed family friend, Warren Hastings was her biological father. The rumours increased when Hastings provided for Eliza financially, enabling her to receive the best education. Eliza was four when the family returned to England on  the HMS Medway in 1765, accompanied by their Indian servants. Struggling financially, Tysoe returned to India where he hoped to increase his fortune. He died in Calcutta on 5 November 1775, aged 51.

      Phila and Eliza spent time in Europe, then settled in Paris, where Eliza married. They often returned to England for short periods until war broke out. Jane was age 16 when her aunt Phila died of breast cancer in February 1792 aged 61, and she often heard stories about her fascinating and remarkable aunt.⁠4

      
        
          [image: Tysoe Saul Hancock with his wife Philadelphia, their daughter Eliza and their Indian maid Clarinda. Joshua Reynolds (c1765)]
        

        Joshua Reynolds (1765) painting of Saul Hancock with his wife Philadelphia, their daughter Eliza and their Indian ayah Clarinda.

      

      Elizabeth Hancock (1761-1813)

      Jane’s exotic cousin Eliza was known as ‘Betsy’ as a child.  Born in Calcutta, she was the godchild of Warren Hastings who gave her a huge fortune of ten thousand pounds. She named her son Hastings in appreciation, along with the names Francois Louis Henri Eugène. He was a sickly child who died in 1801 aged 15. When settled in Paris, Eliza often attended royal events with the French Queen, Marie Antoinette. She met and married Jean-François Capot de Feuillide in 1781, who was guillotined in the French Revolution.⁠5 After refusing a proposal from James, she married Henry in December 1797. They lived in London, often throwing high society parties reported in the newspapers. Jane was a frequent visitor, and nursed Eliza when she became ill and died of breast cancer, aged 50. Jane was writing Mansfield Park, and Eliza is thought to have inspired Mary Crawford. She is buried with her mother and son in Hampstead, London.

      Edward Austen Leigh (1798 - 1874)

      The son of James by his second wife Mary Lloyd, Edward was Jane’s most beloved nephew, and she wrote one of her last letters to him shortly before her death.  He was a clergyman like his father and after Oxford became vicar of Bray in Berkshire. On 16 December 1828, he married the wealthy Emma Smith, the niece of Mrs Chute of The Vyne. They had ten children. He became the heir of Mrs Leigh Perrot and inherited Scarlets, the  house promised to his father. Edward published a Memoir of his aunt in 1869, and wrote that, ‘Aunt Jane was the delight of all her nephews and nieces. We valued her as one always being kind, sympathising and amusing.’

      Frances Catherine Austen Knight (1793 - 1882)

      Jane was 17 years old when Fanny was born at Rowling, Kent, the first of Edward’s children. Her mother Elizabeth Bridges died when she was 15, and Fanny often asked aunt Jane for advice. Jane thought of her as another sister and in 1816 wrote, ‘You are worth your weight in gold, or even in the new silver coinage.’  Three years after Jane’s death, Fanny married Sir Edward Knatchbull who had six children of his own, and together they had nine more.  Fanny was aged 89 when she died in 1882.

      Jane Anna Elizabeth Austen (1793 - 1872)

      Born on 15 April 1793 at Deane, Anna was James’s first born child. Her mother Anne Mathew died when she was two years old, and Anna lived at Steventon rectory for months at a time. She married Anne Lefroy’s youngest son Benjamin on 8 November 1814, with Tom Lefroy officiating. They had six daughters and one son before he died young, aged 38.  They lived for a time at Wyards Farm in Alton, near Chawton, so Jane saw her often. She died on 1 September 1872, aged 79.

      Reverend Edward Cooper (1770 - 1833)

      Jane’s cousin Edward, her mother’s nephew, was Rector of St Michael’s at Hamstall Ridware, Staffordshire, having moved from Harpsden. Educated, popular and wealthy, he inherited a fortune from his grandfather, the goldsmith and banker Gislingham Cooper. He married Caroline Isabella Powys in 1793, and they had eight children. The Coopers, like the Austens, were a large family who embraced the church as their profession. Jane often mentions Edward in her letters, although she did not like his sermons, which were popular and sold well.⁠6

      Reverend Thomas Leigh (1734 - 1813)

      Mrs Austen’s cousin was rector of Adlestrop, in the Cotswolds in Gloucestershire. Thomas married Mary, another Leigh cousin, in 1762 and they had no children. After her death in 1797, his unmarried sister Elizabeth lived with him as his housekeeper. Thomas was Henry’s godfather, and Elizabeth was Cassandra’s godmother. Jane visited in the summer of 1806, and described him as, ‘respectable, worthy, clever, agreeable.’ Reverend Thomas held the family living for 51 years from 1763 to 1813. St Mary’s Church sat between the rectory and the Manor House, at that time occupied by his young nephew Reverend James Leigh. Adlestrop Park was Mrs Austen’s ancestral home, where her father was born, and had belonged to her family since Reformation.

      Reverend Samuel Cooke (1741 - 1820)

      Samuel Cooke, rector of St Nicholas Church, Great Bookham in Surrey, was married to Mrs Austen’s first cousin, who shared the name Cassandra Leigh. She published Battleridge: A Historical Tale in 1799. Samuel was Jane’s godfather. Their home was mid-way to Godmersham, so the family often stayed. Another resident of the village was Francis Burney, who Jane considered the ‘very best of English novelists’. Fanny wrote that she found, ‘Mr Cooke, our vicar, a very worthy man, & a goodish – though by no means a marvellously rapid Preacher.’⁠7 Jane visited the Cooke’s whilst writing Emma in June 1814. Great Bookham is close to Box Hill, and not far from Leatherhead and other small villages, which could be the model for Highbury. Mrs Elton describes Surrey as ‘The garden of England!’

      Family Friends

      When reading about Jane’s social life in her letters, we feel we know the families within her circle. They are the Chutes of The Vyne, the Terrys of Dummer, Bigg Withers of Manydown, Heathcotes of Hursley, Bramstons of Oakley, Holders of Laverstoke, Harwoods of Deane, Digweeds of Steventon, Portals of Freefolk, and Lefroys of Ashe. To name but a few!

      Bigg Family

      Catherine, Elizabeth and Alethea Bigg were friends of Jane and Cassandra, and lived at Manydown near Wootton St Lawrence.  There were seven siblings, and their mother Margaret died in 1784. To claim an inheritance from their great grandmother, the male members of the family added Wither to their surname. Jane and Cassandra often stayed at Manydown as it was closer to Basingstoke. Their brother Harris proposed to Jane and was accepted, then declined the next day. Jane could have been mistress of Manydown. It did not affect her friendship, and they remained friends for all their lives.

      Chute Family

      Mr William Chute married Miss Elizabeth Smith in 1793, and brought her to The Vyne in Sherborne St John in Hampshire. William gave James the living of St Andrew’s Church from 1791-1819 and hunted with ‘The Vyne Pack’. Eliza kept a diary, and often mentioned the ‘Austins’. ‘I danced six dances with Mr H. Austin’, and ‘Dined at Mr Austins: Mrs Miss Austins, Mr Digweed & us two.’ This was Mary, Cassandra and Jane. James lunched with William and Eliza almost every Sunday, and often brought his son Edward. After William’s death, Edward married Mrs Chute’s niece, the wealthy Emma Smith in 1828. They were very much in love and married after a two month engagement. Like a story from his aunt Jane’s novels, some of her family objected to her marrying a penniless clergyman.⁠8

      Digweed Family

      The Digweed family were tenant farmers at Steventon who rented lands and the Manor House from Thomas Knight.  In Jane’s time, it was occupied by Richard and his wife Amy, then Hugh and his wife Ruth and their five sons, John, Harry, James, William and Francis. The Digweed and the Austen boys were around the same age, and would often hunt and ride together.

      
        
          [image: James Digweed, husband of Susannah, the cousin of Dr Lyford who nursed Jane in the last months of her life.]
        

        Portrait Miniature of Revd James Digweed, by George Jackson (c1811)

      

      James was born the year before Jane, and they remained good friends throughout their lives. He was ordained in 1797, and became George Austen’s curate at Steventon in 1798. He married Susannah Lyford in 1803, another friend of Jane’s, whose cousin was Doctor Lyford who nursed Jane in the last months of her life. Jane wrote in a letter about James being kicked by a horse, and the artist has painted in the scar above his left eye in his miniature. ‘James Digweed has had a very ugly cut – how could it happen? – It happened by a young horse which he had lately purposed, which he was trying to back into its stable;– the Animal kicked him down with his forefeet, & kicked a great hole in his head.’

      Harry married Jane’s friend Jane Terry, and they lived in Alton until retiring to Paris where they are buried. Trusted friends for life, Harry and his sons rented the farm in Edward’s Chawton estate. Jane often mentions them as dancing partners, as many men were at war, they made up the numbers.

      Fowle Family

      Reverend Tom Fowle came from Kintbury, Berkshire and was a pupil of George Austen. Cassandra and Tom were engaged when she was 22 and he was 29 years old. In 1787, he graduated from Oxford and took Holy Orders. For two years was rector at the church of St John the Baptist in Allington near Salisbury in Wiltshire, the gift of his cousin Lord Craven. The stripend was not enough to support a wife, so he accompanied Lord Craven as his private Chaplain to the West Indies. In February 1797, he died on the way home near St Domingo and was buried at sea.  Tom’s brother Fulwar married Eliza Lloyd, sister of Mary and Martha.

      Harwood Family

      The Harwood family occupied Deane House, along the lane from All Saints Church and the rectory occupied by Mr and Mrs Austen after their marriage. John and Anne had three sons, William, Earle and Charles. It was at the Harwood Ball where Jane first met Tom Lefroy. Reverend William inherited Deane House after his father’s death which revealed huge debts, and meant he was unable to marry the widowed Elizabeth Bigg. ‘This morning we called at the Harwoods, and in their dining room found “Heathcote and Chute forever.” ..The first of whom took a long ride yesterday morning with Mrs Harwood into Lord Carnarvon’s park, and fainted away in the evening.’

      Heathcote Family

      The Heathcote family were baronets of Hursley Park in Hampshire. Sir William and Frances had eight children, and their third son was Reverend William Heathcote, rector of Worting and Prebendary of Winchester. He married Elizabeth Bigg in 1798, and they had one son, William, who was a school friend of Jane’s nephew Edward. After William died in 1802, Elizabeth moved back to Manydown until 1814. She lived in the grounds of Winchester Cathedral at No. 12 The Close, and helped nurse Jane in the last weeks of her life at College Street.

      Lefroy Family

      Reverend George Lefroy was Rector at Ashe. He married Anne Brydges from Kent in 1778, and they moved to Ashe in 1783 and had seven children. Madam Lefroy, as she was locally known, became a great friend and mentor to Jane. Anne died in a riding accident on Jane’s 19th birthday, and in 1808, Jane wrote a poem in her memory.  Anne’s nephew Tom Lefroy had a brief romance with Jane before he was sent back to Ireland. Anne’s youngest son Benjamin Lefroy took Holy Orders and married Jane’s niece Anna.

      Lloyd Family

      Reverend Noyes Lloyd and his wife Martha Craven had three daughters, Martha, Eliza, and Mary. Eliza married Reverend Fulwar Craven Fowle, brother of Tom who was Cassandra’s fiancé.  Mary became the second wife to Jane’s brother James, marrying in 1797.  She helped nurse Jane in the weeks before her death, and noted Jane’s death in her diary.  Martha lived with the Austen ladies after her mother’s death in April 1805, firstly in Southampton and then in Chawton. After Jane’s death she married Frank as his second wife in July 1828.

      Portal Family

      The Portal family of Huguenot origin owned the mills at Laverstoke, and from 1724 manufactured paper for the Bank of England. They also owned Ashe Park, the Manor House to Ashe Rectory and St Andrew’s Church. It was let to James Holder for many years, known bachelor with a fortune made in the West Indies. ‘We had a very pleasant day on Monday at Ashe, we sat down 14 to dinner in the study, the dining room being not habitable from the storms having blown down it’s chimney. There was a whilst & a casino table, & six outsiders.’  Two of Jane’s nephews married two daughters of the Portal family.

      Terry Family

      The Terry family of Dummer were intertwined with the Austen family throughout their lives. Thomas and Elizabeth had a happy household of thirteen children, much like the Musgroves in Persuasion. Their second born child Michael, born the same year as Jane, was briefly engaged to Jane’s niece Anna Lefroy in 1809. Their third born child Jane married Harry Digweed, and Jane often mentions them in letters. The eldest son Stephen’s youngest son married Anna Lefroy’s daughter Georgiana Brydges in 1847. The Terry family stayed in the area, and many family members are buried in the crypt of St Lawrence Church, Alton.
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      JANE AUSTEN:  16 December 1775 - 18 July 1817

      
        
        1764

        26 April - Marriage of Revd George Austen to Cassandra Leigh at Walcot Church, Bath. The couple move to Deane Rectory where their first three children are born. James, George and Edward.

        9 October - Marriage of James Leigh Perrot (Mrs Austen’s brother) and Jane Cholmeley.

      

        

      
        1765

        13 February - James born at Deane.

        Summer - Mr and Mrs Hancock (George Austen’s sister) and their daughter Eliza (Betsy) return from India.

      

        

      
        1766

        26 August - George born at Deane.

      

        

      
        1767

        7 October - Edward born at Deane.

      

        

      
        1768

        Summer - The Austen family move to Steventon Rectory where five more children join the family.

        29 December - Jane Leigh (Mrs Austen’s sister) marries Revd Edward Cooper.

      

        

      
        1770

        1 July - Edward Cooper (Jane’s cousin) born in London.

      

        

      
        1771

        8 June - Henry Thomas born at Steventon.

        27 June - Jane Cooper born at Southcote, Reading.

        Autumn - Cooper family move to Bath.

      

        

      
        1773

        9 January - Cassandra Elizabeth born at Steventon.

        23 March - Mr Austen becomes rector of Deane, as well as Steventon. Pupils live at Steventon from now until 1796.

      

        

      
        1774

        23 April - Francis William born at Steventon.

      

        

      
        1775

        5 November - Mr Hancock dies in Calcutta.

        16 December - Jane Austen born at Steventon.

      

        

      
        1776

        In the Spring, Jane’s baptism takes place at St Nicholas Church, as recorded in the Steventon Church Register.

      

        

      
        1777

        Winter - Mrs Hancock and Eliza go to Europe.

      

        

      
        1778

        Britain and France go to war over colonies.

      

        

      
        1779

        8 May - Thomas Knight, an English politician and distant cousin of Mr Austen, marries Catherine Knatchbull. They visit Steventon on their honeymoon, and take Edward with them for the rest of their trip.

        23 June - Charles John born at Steventon.

        3 July - James matriculates at St John’s College, Oxford.

      

        

      
        1781

        Autumn - Jane’s cousin Eliza marries Jean-François Capot de Feuillide in France.

      

        

      
        1782

        December - First amateur theatrical production at Steventon, including Matilda.

      

        

      
        1783

        Edward is adopted by Mr and Mrs Thomas Knight II.

        April - Mr and Mrs Austen, with Henry and Frank visit relations in Kent.

        Easter - Jane, Cassandra and cousin Jane Cooper go to school in Oxford to be taught by Mrs Cawley.

        Summer - The school relocates to Southampton, where Jane Cooper, Cassandra and Jane fall ill of typhus fever, and Jane almost dies.

        25 October - Mrs Cooper catches a fever and dies in Bath.

      

        

      
        1784

        July - The Rivals performed at Steventon.

      

        

      
        1785

        Spring - Jane and Cassandra join their cousin Jane at the Abbey House School, Reading.

      

        

      
        1786

        Edward is away on his Grand Tour from 1786-1790.

        15 April - Francis enters the Royal Navy Academy in Portsmouth.

        25 June - Eliza de Feuillide’s son Hastings born at Calais, en route to London.

        November - James goes to the Continent.

        December - Jane leaves school and returns to Steventon.

        December - Eliza, her mother and son arrive in Steventon.

      

        

      
        1787

        Between now and 1793, Jane starts compiling her Juvenilia, a collection of sketches, plays and stories which she later copied into three notebooks, Volume the First, Volume the Second and Volume the Third.

        Jane writes the mock marriage entries in the Steventon Church Register.

        Autumn - James returns from the Continent.

        December - Amateur theatricals performed at Steventon, including The Wonder.

      

        

      
        1788

        January - The Chances performed at Steventon.

        March - Tom Thumb performed at Steventon.

        1 July - Henry matriculates at St John’s College, Oxford.

        Summer - Mr and Mrs Austen, Jane and Cassandra go to Kent and London.

        September - Mrs Hancock and Eliza return to France.

        23 December - Frank sails to the East Indies.

        Winter - The Sultan and High Life Below Stairs performed at Steventon.

      

        

      
        1789

        31 January - First issue of The Loiterer appears, published weekly by James and Henry in Oxford until March 1790.

        Spring - Lloyd family rent Deane parsonage.

        French Revolution begins with storming of Bastille in Paris on 14 July.

      

        

      
        1790

        April - James takes up residence as curate of Overton.

        Autumn - Edward returns to England from Grand Tour.

      

        

      
        1791

        20 July - Charles enters the Royal Naval Academy, Portsmouth.

        15 September - James becomes vicar of Sherborne St John, while still holding the curacy of Overton, ten miles away.

        27 December - Edward marries Elizabeth Bridges.

      

        

      
        1792

        January - The Lloyds leave Deane for Ibthorpe.

        26 February - Philadelphia Hancock dies in London.

        27 March - James marries Anne Mathew at Laverstoke, and they move to Deane Rectory.

        October - Jane and Cassandra visit the Lloyds at Ibthorpe.

        11 December - Jane’s cousin Jane Cooper marries Captain Thomas Williams at St Nicholas Church, Steventon. Mr Austen gives her away and Tom Fowle officiates.

        Winter - Cassandra promises to marry Revd Tom Fowle.

      

        

      
        1793

        23 January - Edward’s first child Frances (Fanny) Catherine is born at Rowling.

        14 March - Marriage of Revd Edward Cooper and Caroline Lybbe Powys. They live at Harpsden until 1799.

        15 April - James Austen’s first child Jane Anna born at Deane.

        Spring - Henry becomes Lieutenant in the Oxfordshire Militia.

        Winter - Frank returns home from the far east.

        Jane writes the last piece of her Juvenilia.

        Revolutionary France declares war on Great Britain and Holland after executing Louis XVI.

      

        

      
        1794

        Jane is confirmed into the Anglican Church.  She is given a prayer book and writes her name and ‘23 April 1794’ inside.

        22 February - Eliza’s husband Jean-François Capot de Feuillide is guillotined in France.

        Summer - Jane and Cassandra visit the Leighs at Adlestrop.

        August - Jane and Cassandra visit Edward at Rowling.

        September - Charles leaves the Royal Naval Academy and goes to sea.

        23 October - Death of Mr Thomas Knight II.

        16 December - Mr Austen buys a ‘Small Mahogany Writing Desk’ for Jane’s 19th birthday.

      

        

      
        1795

        Jane writes her first draft of Elinor and Marianne.

        3 May - James’ wife Anne Mathew dies and their daughter Anna is sent to live at Steventon.

        December - Tom Lefroy visits Ashe Rectory for Christmas and has a flirtation with Jane.

        Dr Jenner discovers smallpox vaccination.

      

        

      
        1796

        The first preserved letters written by Jane date from this year.

        April - Jane and Cassandra visit the Coopers at Harpsden.

        August to October - Edward and Frank take Jane to Rowling, Kent via London.

        October - Jane starts writing First Impressions.

        November - James is engaged to Mary Lloyd.

      

        

      
        1797

        17 January - James Austen marries Mary Lloyd.

        February - Tom Fowle dies of fever and is buried at sea.

        August - Jane finishes First Impressions (Pride and Prejudice).

        1 November - Mr Austen offers First Impressions to Thomas Cadell. He declines it by return of post.

        November - Jane begins writing Elinor and Marianne (Sense and Sensibility).

        November - December Jane and Cassandra visit the Leigh Perrots at No. 1 Paragon Buildings, Bath.

        November - Edward and his family move from Rowling to Godmersham.

        31 December - Henry marries his cousin Eliza in London.

      

        

      
        1798

        August - Jane starts writing Susan, published as Northanger Abbey after her death.

        Mrs Knight hands over the Knight properties to Edward Austen including Godmersham in Kent and Chawton in Hampshire. She moves to a house in Canterbury.

        9 August - Jane’s cousin Jane Williams (Cooper) is killed in a carriage accident.

        August  to October - Mr and Mrs Austen, Jane and Cassandra, visit Edward at Godmersham.

        24 October - They return to Steventon except for Cassandra.

        17 November - Edward, James’ first son is born at Deane, Hampshire. Jane’s fondest nephew, he wrote her Memoirs.

      

        

      
        1799

        February - Jane visits Lloyds at Ibthorpe.

        15 May to June - Jane and her mother visit Bath with Edward and stay at No. 13 Queen Square.

        June - Jane finishes writing Susan (Northanger Abbey).

        Summer - The Austen’s visit the Leighs at Adlestrop, the Coopers at Harpsden, and Cookes at Great Bookham.

        8 August - Mrs Leigh Perrot is charged with theft and detained at Ilchester.

        October - The Coopers move to Hamstall Ridware, Staffordshire.

      

        

      
        1800

        March - Mrs Leigh Perrot is tried at Taunton for theft and is acquitted.

        October - Edward visits Steventon and takes Cassandra to Godmersham via London. She stays until February 1801.

        November to December - Jane visits the Lloyd family at Ibthorpe.

        December - Mr Austen announces his retirement and the move to Bath.

      

        

      
        1801

        January - Henry resigns his commission in Oxfordshire Militia and sets up as a banker. He moves to No. 24 Upper Berkeley Street.

        End of January - Jane visits the Bigg family at Manydown.

        February - Cassandra returns to Steventon from Godmersham via London.

        May - The Austens lease No. 4 Sydney Place.

        Summer - The family holiday in Sidmouth and Colyton in Devon. Jane has a romance with a clergyman.
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