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I'm not looking for love, or work, or a kid to take care of, but when a mix-up at the post office has me knocking on the door of Mr. Tall, Dark, and Insanely Gorgeous, I end up with all three of those things. I'm kind of a hot mess, and I like the way my life is simple and uncomplicated. Taking care of someone else's child? That's complicated. Still, when I look up into my neighbor's big, gorgeous eyes, I realize that I can't say no to this guy. If I'm not careful, the single dad is going to steal my heart.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 1

[image: ]




Cass

––––––––

[image: ]


“WHAT DO YOU MEAN, THE divorce isn’t final? How is it not final?” I held the phone a little closer to my ear, not wanting to miss any of the juicy gossip that was about to come my way. With my free hand, I stirred the ramen noodles I was making for lunch. The water was just starting to boil.

“It takes a little while, I guess.” My friend sighed as she spoke. I could practically feel her frustration seeping through the line.

“A little while? Jill, this has been more than a little while.”

“Since when were you so invested in this, anyway?” Jill laughed, but it was a tense, awkward sort of laugh. I pictured her shaking her head, long curls bouncing and cascading over her shoulders as she did. I’d always been jealous of how easy hair management seemed for her. When it came to my own locks, I practically had to offer half my paycheck and half my soul just to get it detangled each day.

“They’re your parents,” I said, stirring the ramen some more. I shrugged. Yeah, I was probably over-stirring it, but that wasn’t a thing. At least, it shouldn’t have been a thing. “They’re important to you.” Just because her parents were getting divorced and she was an adult didn’t mean anything.

Divorces were hard.

Period.

“Trust me. This is better for everyone.”

“How is it better for everyone?” My own parents were no longer married, but not because of divorce. My dad had passed away over a year ago. Even though it still hurt to have him gone, and even though I still missed him terribly, my mom seemed to be moving on. She’d even been on a couple of dates. I’d tried to encourage her to get out there and meet people, but I knew that she often felt lost without my dad. They’d been married for a very long time, so he had sort of guided her through life in some ways.

“They always just fought,” she explained. I heard a strange beeping sound, but it was a familiar one. What was that?

“What are you doing?” I asked Jill. Once again, I tried to place the noise. It sounded so familiar. It was low and deep: not high-pitched like a smoke detector.

“Talking to you.”

“What else, though?”

“Why?”

I gasped as the beeping sound came once more.

“You bitch!”

“What?”

“Don’t what me. You’re watching Vampire Wishes without me!”

“What? No, I’m not.”

“I know that beeping sound! That’s the sound the vampire’s doorbell makes when a new blood sacrifice arrives.”

She sighed, and my ramen threatened to boil over. Luckily, I turned the knob off in time and grabbed the pot, pulling it away from the heat.

“Look, I just couldn’t wait, okay? It’s been a long week.”

“How? I thought you said work went well.”

“It did, it’s just...”

“Don’t tell me it’s the wedding.”

“It’s the wedding.”

“Jill!”

“What?”

“What is the deal with this wedding? It shouldn’t be that big of a deal.” I wasn’t going to call my friend a bridezilla, but she was barely engaged. There was no reason she should already be stressing out over her upcoming nuptials. No reason at all.

“I’m not trying to be mean, but you’ve never tried to plan a wedding.”

“I’ve been to plenty of them, Jillian, and they’re the same: forgettable. Just relax. This wedding should be all about making sure you and Harry have fun, right?”

Jillian’s fiancé, Harry, was English. In her opinion, this made him extra classy. In my opinion, it made him extra bossy. I couldn’t stand the guy and I’d never let that be a secret. I didn’t say anything about him that I wouldn’t say to his face, of course, but the fact that neither one of us particularly liked the other wasn’t really a secret.

“It needs to be special. It’s the American version.”

I sighed again and grabbed a bowl. Somehow, I managed to pour my ramen into the bright-pink bowl while staying on the phone. I didn’t even spill any of the juices on the table. Jillian and Harry were going to have two weddings: one in America and one in England. To me, the entire thing seemed messy and unnecessary. After all, they were going to be living in America. It made sense to me that they could save money and just have one ceremony, but he was insisting on two.

He had the money to make it happen, apparently, so I couldn’t really judge them too much, but the idea of having two weddings just so a few family members didn’t have to trouble felt kind of crazy to me.

“I know,” I finally said. I bit my tongue, not wanting to say or do anything else that might make my best friend think that I didn’t really care about her. I did care about her. A lot. We’d been best friends since forever, but sometimes, Jill could be intense.

And I...

Well, nobody ever accused me of overthinking things.

“Harry doesn’t like the flatware I chose.”

Jill said this as though it was the absolute end of the world. If I hadn’t actually heard her words and I’d only heard the tone of her voice, I would have thought she’d said something like he’s cheating on me or he thinks I’m ugly. She was speaking about the flatware like it was somehow the future of their relationship. It wasn’t.

“Okay?”

“I spent weeks researching the best flatware,” she whispered. “You were there. You know how hard I worked on them.”

I did know. I knew exactly how hard she’d worked on choosing the perfect flatware, but I’d also skipped out on actually helping with them because I’d been busy with my own problems. I’d been trying to meet my own special someone, and I’d been doing it by dating as many different people as possible. Jill was actually the one who encouraged me to download a dating app to try out.

Turntable hadn’t been a huge waste of time, in my opinion. No, I hadn’t met anyone who made my heart soar, but I’d tried almost every restaurant, coffee shop, and bar in the city. That had to count for something, right?

It wasn’t that I was looking for “the one” or someone “perfect,” but that I just wanted...

Well, I didn’t know what I wanted. 

Something.

I wanted someone I could watch movies with and sleep with and have fun with. I wanted someone that I could be around after a long day at work: someone who wasn’t going to judge me for feeling tired or for getting frustrated after I’d been dealing with clients. To me, the dream person was someone who loved to try new things in bed and who had a dirty fucking mouth. It was someone who wasn’t afraid to get drunk, have sex, and then eat an entire pie together in bed.

That was what sounded like fun to me.

Planning a wedding?

Not so much.

“Listen, I think I just need to get out of the house. Drinks? Tomorrow?” Jill sounded hopeful. Her offer was definitely enticing, and I wasn’t about to refuse. Getting Jill to go out and drink these days wasn’t easy. I was definitely down to go out and have some fun. Getting to sit around, drink whiskey, and probably eat a bunch of tater tots? That sounded good. Really good.

“Yes,” I said without hesitation. “Drinks tomorrow sounds great.” And snacks, I silently added.

My doorbell rang just then. I wasn’t expecting anyone, but it was probably the mail. Jill chattered about the drinks she was going to get, and I headed over to open the door. As soon as she paused for breath, I managed to get a word in edgewise.

“Where do you want to meet?” I asked her.

She didn’t answer. Instead, she ignored me and decided to ask what I was doing. Typical Jill. The conversation would go in the direction she cared most about. I didn’t mind. I’d been her friend for far too long to be bothered by things like this. Jill could be a bit bossy and a bit pretentious, but that was okay. She was still a good friend.

The two of us had been through a lot together. When my dad passed away, she was the very first person I told. I’ll never forget the way she held me after I got the news. Somehow, despite the fact that Jill was only human, she always seemed to melt some of the pain away.

Now, though, she wasn’t being sweet. She was just being a little nosy.

“Is that the doorbell? Are you having visitors?” 

“Is that a hint of jealousy I detect?”

“No!”

“Jill, you don’t need to be worried that I’m having a party without you. If I was having a party, I’d tell you.”

“That’s not necessarily true,” she pointed out.

“Oh, it’s true. Besides, if I wasn’t going to invite you, I’d still tell you that you weren’t invited.”

“What? Why?”

“So that you didn’t show up, of course,” I chuckled.

“So, are you having a party? I thought I heard your doorbell.”

“It’s probably just the mail.”

“Do you need to go?”

“No, I need you to tell me where you want to meet.”

Jill was what I liked to think of as an over-planner. She was constantly making plans at different places and with different people, and she was wildly organized. There wasn’t a single restaurant in the city that she hadn’t been to. At least, not to my knowledge. 

Now, even though she had casually invited me out for drinks tomorrow, I knew perfectly well that she already had a time and a place in mind. It was Jill, so she probably already had a budget and had decided what she’d be drinking, too.

“Casual” wasn’t a word I’d ever use to describe Jill.

She liked to know what she was going to order before she ever got to the bar. She’d plan out her entire budget and know exactly what she wanted to eat, what she wanted to drink, and what she wanted to tip. Despite her over-planning, I had to give Jill credit. She always tipped well regardless of whether she spent a lot on her food and drinks. For her, budgeting never meant skimping on a tip.

“O’Connor’s,” she said without hesitation. “At seven. It’s going to be great. They’re having live music tomorrow.”

“The Irish pub?”

“Yes.”

That was a bit surprising. Usually, Jill liked to drink wine or cocktails. I didn’t know she was into drinking at Irish pubs, but that sounded good to me. I’d been to O’Connor’s before. They had great burgers, great fries, and great prices when it came to beer.

“Do you drink a lot of beer these days?”

“There’s nothing wrong with beer,” there was a hint of defensiveness in her voice. Jill I thought I was judging her. I wasn’t.

“Yeah, except for the fact that it’s you,” I said, reaching for my doorknob. I pulled the door open to see a small brown package waiting on the porch. Had I ordered something? “Aren’t you on some sort of pre-wedding diet?” Jill didn’t need to lose any weight before the wedding, but she’d been insistent that a diet was going to help her. 

“Do you think I need to diet?” Jill’s voice went up an octave.

“No,” I said. “I don’t think you need to diet. I just figured it was something you might be doing. Look, you already said it,” I grabbed the package and examined it. I really didn’t remember ordering something. The box was labeled with some sort of cursive writing that was nearly impossible to read. I squinted, trying to make out the return address. “I don’t know anything about weddings, so just forget it, okay?”

“Okay,” she said. “I’ll see you tomorrow then.”

“Yeah,” I agreed. “See you then.” I ended the call and shoved my phone in my back jeans pocket before flipping the box over once more. The mail carrier was already long gone, so I had no way to let them know that this wasn’t mine.

It was my address, yeah, but the name on the box was someone else’s. It was a man’s name, I thought. 

But who?

I didn’t live with any men, and I’d been in the townhouse I rented for quite some time. The person who lived here before me was a little old woman whose mail no longer came here. So, why would someone address their mail to me?

I sighed and stepped back into the house, closing the door behind me. I walked to the little island in the center of my kitchen and placed the box on it. 

“Awesome,” I sighed. Just awesome. It was obviously sent from an older person – probably a grandmother. I resisted the urge to shake the box, but I was almost certain it was cookies or a birthday gift of some kind. The problem was that the first set of numbers on the box might have been correct. I was unit 2 and there were five units in this little row of townhouses.

So, my address was 3254 Welcome Street #2. 

The box was just addressed to Teague Evans, 3254 Welcome Street.

Did I know anyone named Teague?

It was time to do a little bit of detective work. I was off work for the day because I’d had an early morning dental appointment, which had gone fine. Now I had to find the owner of this package and get it back to them before I started glancing through my closet to figure out what I might possibly want to wear tomorrow.

I loved Jill dearly, but she was so stressed these days. She was definitely going to want me to wear something nice.

She was going to want me to wear something she hadn’t seen a million times before.

That was harder than it sounded.

Jill loved shopping for anything and everything under the sun, but I wasn’t that way. When it came to what I wore, I liked to keep things simple. I was perfectly content to wear the same seven outfits week after week, but I would do just about anything to avoid Jill’s wrath and disappointment.

I grabbed my keys and stepped outside. I didn’t bother locking my unit – I wasn’t going far. Still, I’d been locked out more than enough times to know not to leave the townhome without having my keys on me. Once I’d actually had to break in through the back window, which had actually been easier than it sounded. It, too, had been unlocked. All I’d had to do was pop off the screen and then climb in awkwardly. It had been fine, but I had no desire to do that again. I was far too tired for such silliness.

I went next door to Lucinda’s house. She was in Unit 1 and not home, but her boyfriend answered the door. Lucinda worked long hours and came and went at random times, but the guy she was dating was pretty much always around, and he was friendly enough. Still, the two of us hadn’t chatted much. We usually just exchanged pleasantries when we passed each other.

Now, I looked up at him, stretching my neck. 

Damn, Lucinda. Could you have picked a taller guy?

“Your name isn’t Teague, is it?” I asked him, resisting the urge to yell. Was it difficult for him to hear people from up so high?

“Nope. Brian.”

Strike one.

“Do you know anyone named Teague in our row?”

Brian raised an eyebrow and crossed his arms over his chest. This made him look even more menacing. If I hadn’t already talked to him before and if I hadn’t heard Lucinda describe him as a “big teddy bear,” I might have been scared or nervous.

“I don’t know anyone named Teague.”

“Are you sure?”

I sighed, looking around. There were only three other houses to check, but I didn’t really want to go bothering people. Brian looked irritated enough that I’d interrupted his afternoon of smoking weed and watching eSports, judging by the yelling happening in the house.

“I’m sure,” he said. “Need anything else? Want to come in?” It didn’t seem like he wanted me to take him up on the offer. It seemed more like he was offering to be polite.

“Do I want to come in when Lucinda isn’t home?” I didn’t really understand what he was asking. I didn’t think he was hitting on me, more like he was trying to appease one of Lucinda’s neighbors, but I didn’t really want to go in.

“She’ll be back soon.”

“No, I’m good,” I turned and left, heading back down the stairs. Brian only shrugged and closed the door. He and Lucinda were weird, but fine. They worked hard during the week and liked to relax around Lucinda’s place on the weekends. Sometimes they went to Brian’s house for the weekend, during which times Lucinda would sometimes ask me to drop by and feed her cats. I never minded. I liked cats.
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