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            "Man calls his work eternal; God calls it fleeting. Man thinks that his works are made of stone; God says: No, they are made of sand; or even worse: they are air. Man claims that he builds his works for eternity; God blows them away for a moment, and where are they? Like the fabric of a vision that evaporates, they pass and go forever".

 

 

 — Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction
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Welcome to this fundamental study! Let's be honest: if there is one question that can keep us awake at night as believers, it is this: Can a true Christian lose their salvation? It is one of the deepest and sometimes most distressing doubts in the life of faith. We have listened to sermons, read articles, perhaps participated in debates, and found verses that seem to point in opposite directions, leaving us in a state of uncertainty.

On the one hand, we long to rest in God's grace, but on the other, the fear of failing and “losing it all” can be paralyzing. Is our eternal security something as solid as a rock, or is it rather a fragile balance that we must maintain on our own?

In this study, we will unravel this vital doctrine, not to win an argument, but to find the peace and confidence that God wants us to have. But we will not begin with the difficult passages that cause confusion. No! We will start where Jesus Himself did: with the tender and powerful image of the Good Shepherd and His sheep. We will see that the basis of our security does not lie in how tightly we cling to Him, but in how firmly He holds us in His hands. We will discover that we are sheep given to Him by the Father, that we are known by name, and that we are eternally secure.

From that solid foundation, we will build, pillar by pillar, the walls of our confidence. We will analyze salvation not as a conditional contract, but as a series of irrevocable gifts from God: the gift of eternal life, the gift of the believer to the Son, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. We will delve into what it means to be sealed by that same Spirit, a seal that identifies the Owner, guarantees protection, and proves our authenticity. We will cling to the unbreakable promises of Jesus, those glorious phrases where a divine “never” means exactly that: you will never thirst, you will never hunger, you will never die! And we will even meet our heavenly Advocate, the One who represents and defends us with perfect diligence.

But this study does not ignore the difficult questions. On the contrary, it faces them head-on. With courage and care, we will delve into those passages that are often used as “forbidden fruit” to cast doubt on our security. We will analyze what it really means to “fall from grace” in Galatians, examine the serious warnings in the letter to the Hebrews, and clarify such misunderstood concepts as “the sin unto death” and “the unforgivable sin.” We will see that, when understood in their proper context, these passages do not undermine our security, but rather enrich it and protect it from presumption.

And finally, after laying the foundation and clearing up the confusion, we will arrive at the most glorious and definitive conclusion of all: ultimately, we are kept, not by our own strength, but by the power of God. Because there is a Keeper, there is a kept people, and there is an act of keeping that is eternal and sovereign.

So, if you have ever struggled with doubt, if you have feared that you are not “good enough” to remain safe, or if you simply long for a deeper confidence in the finished work of Christ, I invite you to join us in this study. The goal is not only to find answers, but to discover a deep peace and security in the God who not only saves, but keeps His own to the end.
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Studies on Eternal Security (1): How Safe Am I?
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How safe am I? How safe is a man standing on top of a slippery cliff? If he is constantly in danger of falling, then it could never be said that he is safe at all. Actually, I am not safe at all spiritually if I can lose my salvation by sinning. In 1 John 1:8 we read, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” Note

the present tense “have,” not “have had.” John is not referring “to the past sinful life while unconverted, but to the present state wherein believers have sin even still” (A. R. Fausset). No one reaches a point in this life where he is free from sin. There is no such thing as a believer living in a sinless state, and, accordingly, no possible way for a believer to ever be safe at any time if sin forfeits his salvation.

We will examine this question, “How safe am I?” over the next several issues. We will analyze those texts often used by those who propose salvation can be lost. But we will also consider those texts that positively affirm the believer’s eternal security in Christ. One

such positive text is in John 10. Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand” (vv27, 28).

These Sheep Were Given

There are no conditions noted in this text, only statements of absolute fact. The sheep are Christ’s, they hear His voice, He knows them, they follow Him, He gives them eternal life, they will never perish, and no one will pluck them from His hand. He does not say, “If the sheep hear my voice, they are my sheep indeed.” He does not say, “If the sheep follow me, I will give them eternal life.” They do not become His sheep by hearing His voice, and they do not receive eternal life by following Him. A transaction occurred previously that made them His sheep already. The Lord Jesus said in verse 29 that

the transaction took place when His Father “gave” (past tense) the

sheep to Him.

These Sheep Will Follow

Now that they belong to Christ, it is to be expected that the sheep do what sheep generally do; they recognize their Shepherd’s voice and follow His leading. They will not follow any other voice. He made this clear in verses 4-5 (“the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.” ERV). Some conditional security advocates (CSAs) will argue that we can follow the Lord today and follow someone else tomorrow. If so, we must repent and begin following the Lord again. The text argues against this possibility. Christ’s sheep follow Him and Him only. They obey no other voice.
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