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    Can you imagine these humble individuals, Moses and Aaron, so with the great king whose word could make their heads risk upon the sword? They were not afraid, for God was with them; And they who speak in the place of God are traitors if they are not brave. The ambassadors of a great king, a king should not demean themselves by fear, therefore, just boldly said to Pharaoh, "Thus says the Lord God of the Hebrews, how long do you refuse to humble yourself? Let my people go out, that they may serve me".

— Charles Spurgeon
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​​Introduction to Exodus
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At the beginning and at the end of Exodus, we see the Israelites at work. At the beginning, the Israelites worked for the Egyptians, and when they finished, they completed the construction of the Tabernacle as the Lord had instructed them (Exodus 40:33). God did not exempt the Israelites from work, He gave the Israelites work. God freed them from the oppressive work imposed on them by the wicked king of Egypt, and set them to a new work under His divine grace. Although the title of the Christian Bible is "Exodus" (meaning "departure"), the progressive nature of the book would reasonably lead us to conclude that it is about the entrance, since it links Israel's entrance with the Mosaic treaty. their existence not only by wandering in the wilderness around Sinai, but by settling in the Promised Land. This book expresses how the Israelites should view their God and how they should work and worship in their new land. In everything, Israel must realize that their life under God's commandments will be different and better than those who follow the Canaanite gods. Even today, what we do at work depends on why we do it and for whom we end up working. It is often easy to find examples of oppression and hard work in society. There is no doubt that God wants us to find better ways to conduct our business and treat one another, but enabling this new way of behaving depends on seeing ourselves as recipients of God's salvation, knowing what it is. God works and prepares us to follow His Word.

Exodus begins about four hundred years after the end of Genesis. In Genesis, Egypt was a hospitable place where God cared for Joseph, enabling him to save the lives of Abraham's descendants (Genesis 50:20). In everything, the Israelites had to realize that their lives under God's commandments would be different and better than those who followed the Canaanite gods. Even today, what we do at work depends on why we do it and for whom we end up working. Examples of oppression and hard work are often easy to find in society. There is no doubt that God wants us to find better ways to conduct our business and treat one another, but enabling this new way of behaving depends on seeing ourselves as recipients of God's salvation, knowing what it is. God works and prepares us to obey His Word.

Exodus begins about four hundred years after the end of Genesis. In Genesis, Egypt was a hospitable place where God cared for Joseph so that he could save the lives of Abraham's descendants (Genesis 50:20).

The theme of partial fulfillment recurs throughout the Torah. God's intentions are expressed in God's promises to the many descendants of Abraham, a privileged relationship with God, and a habitable land, yet everything is at stake in the narrative. In the Pentateuch, Exodus speaks specifically of the relationship with God, including both the salvation of God's people from Egypt and the covenant God made with them at Mount Sinai. This is especially important because of the way we read this book to find insights for our current work. We value the form and content of this book as we remember that our relationship with God through Jesus Christ arises from what we see here and guides all of our life and work around God's intentions.

To capture the character of Israel as a nation in transition, we describe the book and evaluate its contribution to the teaching of the work according to the geographical stages of the journey, which begins in Egypt, continues at the Red Sea and proceeds to the Sinai Peninsula on the way, ending at the Sinai Peninsula.
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​Israel-Egypt Relations (Exodus 1:1-13:16)
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Israel's mistreatment by the Egyptians represents the context and impetus for their liberation. Pharaoh deprived them a little of their religious freedom by not allowing them to follow Moses into the wilderness to worship God, but what really got our attention was their oppression as workers in the Egyptian economic system. God heard the cry of His people and did something about it. We must remember that the Israelites did not complain about work in general, but about hard work. In response, God did not deliver them from a life of complete rest, but from oppressive work.
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​The Hard Work of the Israelites as Slaves in Egypt (Exodus 1:8-14)
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The work that the Egyptians imposed on the Israelites was motivated by evil and was cruel in nature. The opening scene shows the land filled with fruitful Israelites. This echoes God's design for creation (Gen. 1:28; 9:1) and His promises to Abraham and his chosen seed (Gen. 17:6; 35:11; 47:27). As a nation, their destiny is to benefit the world. In the previous government, the Israelites had permission from the king to live and work in the land, but here the new king of Egypt decided to treat the people "with guile" as a threat to his national security. The focus is on Pharaoh's destructive fear, which led him to first worsen their working conditions and then to use infanticide to curb population growth.

The work may be physically and mentally exhausting, but that does not make it worse. It was not only slavery that made the situation in Egypt unbearable, but its extreme hardship. The Egyptians forced the Israelites to work "brutally" (befarekh, Exodus 1:13, 14) and made life "painful" (Exodus 1:14) and "hard" (qasheh, in the sense of "brutal") for them. ", Exodus 1:14; 6:9) slavery. As a result, Israel was weakened in its "tribulations" and "tribulations" (Exodus 3:7) and "spirits of sorrow" (Exodus 6:9). As a result, one of the main purposes and pleasures of human existence (Genesis 1:27-31; 2:15), turned into pain due to severe oppression.
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​The Work of Midwives and Mothers (Exodus 1:15-2:10)
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Despite hostile treatment, the Israelites remained faithful to God's command to be fruitful and multiply (Genesis 1:28). It is all about giving birth, which in turn depends on the work of midwives. In addition to its biblical presence, midwifery is also clearly attested in ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt. Midwives help women give birth, cut the umbilical cords of babies, bathe the babies, and deliver them to mothers and fathers.

The midwives in this story fear God, which leads them to disobey Pharaoh's order to kill all male babies born to Hebrew women (Exodus 1:15-17). In general, the biblical term "fear of the Lord" (and related expressions) refers to a healthy and obedient relationship with Israel's covenant God (YHWH in Hebrew). Their "fear of God" was stronger than any fear instilled in them by the Egyptian Pharaohs. Furthermore, their courage may have come from their work. Could it be that those who nurtured the birth of new life every day became so attached to it that murder became unthinkable, even if ordered by a king?

Moses' mother Jochebed (Exodus 6:20) was another woman who came up with creative solutions to seemingly impossible decisions. It is hard for us to imagine her relief when she secretly succeeds in giving birth to a child, but then comes the pain of having to throw him into the river and do it in a way that could actually save his life. The parallels with Noah's Ark - the Hebrew word for "basket" is used only once in the Bible, specifically to refer to Noah's "ark" - show us that God not only saved an infant, he even saved a nation, and also redeemed all creation through Moses and Israel. Similar to the midwife's reward, God showed His kindness to Moses' mother. She retrieved her son and nursed him until he was old enough to be adopted as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. We all know that the godly work of bearing and raising children is complex, difficult and praiseworthy (Proverbs 31:10-31). In Exodus , we find no information about the internal problems experienced by the unsung heroine, Coggebe.

Narratively, the life of Moses is the main theme, but later in the Bible Jochebed and Moses' father, Amram, are praised for putting faith into action (Hebrews 11:23).

Too often, the work of having and raising children is neglected. Many times, mothers in particular get the message that child rearing is not as important or praiseworthy as other work. Yet, when Exodus talks about following God, the first thing it mentions is the overwhelming importance of procreating, raising, protecting and helping children. In the courageous first act of this book of heroic action, a mother, her family and a midwife act boldly to save her child.
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​God Called Moses (Exodus 2:11-3:22)
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Although of Hebrew descent, Moses grew up in the family of an Egyptian king, grandson of Pharaoh. His disgust at the injustice erupted in the deadly attack on an Egyptian whom he caught beating a Hebrew worker. Pharaoh discovered the fact, and Moses fled for safety to herd sheep in Midian, hundreds of miles east of Egypt, on the other side of the Sinai peninsula. We do not know how long he lived there, but during that time he married and had a son. In addition, two important things happened. The king of Egypt died, and the Lord heard the cry of his oppressed people, remembering his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Exodus 2:23- 25). This act of remembrance did not mean that God had forgotten his people, but that he would act on their behalf. This is why he called Moses.
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