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    ​​Publisher’s Note
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[image: ]Nigeria is, to its patriotic citizens and loyal friends, the giant of Africa. It is truly a giant not just on account of its huge population of over 152 million people making it the most populated black nation on earth. Rather, the giant claim is rightly anchored on its enormous natural endowments and huge manpower resources. Opportunities abound in agriculture, solid minerals, infrastructure provision, oil and gas, ICTs, capital and financial services. The experiences of genuine investors already in Nigeria, particularly the huge and quick returns on investment, are clear testimonies to the country’s worth as an investment destination.

Nigeria is a marvel to behold, aside from its array of cultures, the complexity of its ecology, from the mangrove swamps of the South- South to the rain forests of the South West and South East, up to the shrubs and grasslands of the Northern Nigeria as well as the temperate zone of the Mambilla plateau. Nigeria needs modern technology, external capital, mass industrialization and quality international and mutually beneficial partnership to actualize its huge potential. The essence of putting together this compendium is not only to have a commem-orative book to remember this milestone occasion but to exhibit our resilience and commitment as a people to constructively

redefine our identity and showcase the unique resourcefulness and natural endowments that are the hallmarks of our existence as one indivisible country. Her development politically from colonial rule to present has been captured pictorially, providing an informative insight into our growth. Nigeria continues to be a thought provoking nation, a challenge to other nations.

I want to thank His Excellency, Dr Sarki Tafida, OFR, the High Commissioner to the Court of St James’s for the endorsement and confidence bestowed First Consultancy and Training Ltd to produce the Compendium on this unique year of our Golden Jubilee Independence Celebrations in the United Kingdom. I also want to acknowledge the enormous sacrifice and contributions of His Excellency, Ambassador Dozie Nwanna, OON, Deputy High Commissioner and Mr Ahmed Umar, the indefatigable Head of Chancery and the Chairman of Nigerian at Fifty Planning Committee who worked tirelessly to ensure that our Golden Jubilee Anniversary celebrations in the UK is one to remember in years to come.

I want to specially acknowledge Alhaji Baba Shettima, a former Chief photographer of Nigeria. Without his painstaking preservation of these pictures and accurate records, this national treasure would have been lost forever. I want to thank him for granting us the permission to publish these pictures in this compendium for posterity.

I also want to acknowledge the enormous sacrifice and commitment of the members of both Committees of Nigeria at Fifty Planning Committee and Fund Raising Committee (Nigerians and friends of Nigeria alike) who

for over nine months of harsh winter months and summer heat tirelessly met after work hours, most times staying up till 10pm every Tuesday and Thursday to deliberate and put together various events and packages for this unique event. Since January 2010, we have had series of planned events ranging from Leadership and Good Governance Symposiums, Musical carnivals, Family Fun days, Art and Photographic Exhibitions, various captivating cultural events like the Iwaji Ndi Igbo and dance troupes from the Midlands and Akwa Ibom cultural night and of course numerous award nights.

Long Live Nigeria, God Bless hard working Nigerians in the UK and Diaspora.

Nigeria, Good People, Great Nation.P
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    ​​Nigeria at Fifty Compendium Project Team
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[image: ]​Goodwill Message

ON THE OCCASION OF THE GOLDEN JUBILEE ANNIVERSARY OF NIGERIA’S INDEPENDENCE BY HIS EXCELLENCY. DR DALHATU SARKI TAFIDA. OFR. NIGERIA HIGH COMMISSIONER TO THE UK
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    His Excellency, Dr Dalhatu Sarki Tafida, OFR, MBBS, MRCP, FNMCP, FWACP


    ​The Nigerian High Commissioner to the Court of St. James


    


    It is my profound pleasure to express my goodwill message to all Nigerians and friends of Nigeria in the UK, and to congratulate you on this special occasion of the Golden Jubilee of Nigeria's independence.

  


    As we celebrate this unique occasion, it also offers a golden opportunity for sober reflection. Without doubt, giant strides have been made in various areas and sectors of our life as a nation. Nigeria as a country has come a long way since independence. The country has remained faithful to the vision of its founding fathers in seeking to build a virile and united nation that draws its strength from the diversity of its people and the richness of their culture. It is a country that is blessed with abundant human and natural resources, the full potentia Is of which would be realised in no distant future. What is most assuring at this period is the zeal and the singularity of purpose which the present Administration of His Excellency, Dr Goodluck Jonath~m, GCFR has demonstrated in tackling the challenges of infrastructure deficit, power and energy, electoral reforms, anti-corruption and good governance, including poverty alleviation measures.

  


    I urge my compatriots to re-dedicate themselves anew to the task of nation building. They should continue to collaborate closely with the Government at all levels in Nigeria in seeking to transform Nigeria into the coveted league of the top twenty economies by the year 2020. I am strongly convinced that there is nothing immutable about the present conditions in Nigeria. It is a passing phase of development, which would soon witness a turn around for the better as the country opens a new chapter in its postcolonial history.


    


    Under my watch as High Commissioner, I am pleased with what the Mission has been able to achieve, especially in the sphere of immigration and consular service delivery as well as engagement with the Nigerian community. We have also succeeded in putting UK-Nigeria relations on a solid pedestal characterised by regular consultation and exchange of visits, trade and services between the two countries.

  


    The High Commission is determined to maintain this momentum for change at the Mission. In this year of Nigeria's Golden Jubilee, I implore my fellow compatriots in this country to demonstrate greater confidence in the ability of the Mission to continually reinvent itself in seeking to address the concerns and interests of Nigerians in this country.

  


    Once again, I wish to felicitate, most heartily, with all Nigerians on this joyous occasion of Nigeria at 50. This compendium has been put together as a historical account of Nigeria's development, vividly captured in a rare collection of pictures. It is an informative and equally educative publication intended to serve as one of the lasting legacies of this year's commemo-ration.

  


    While congratulating the publishers, Messers First Consultancy and Training Ltd, for this wonderful publication, I wish to commend the journal to all Nigerians and friends of Nigeria who are genuinely interested in a deeper understanding of Nigeria's past and useful insights into its bright and assured future.
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    ​​Dr Dalhatu Sarki Tafida,OFR
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​His Excellency, Ambassador Dozie Nwanna, OON
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    ​​Deputy High Commissioner to the United Kingdom
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​His Excellency, Dr Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, GCFR President, Commander-in-Chief of the Ared Forces Federal Republic of Nigeria
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    Mr Henry Odein Ajumogobia, SAN, OFR


    ​Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nigeria
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    ​​Former Presidents and Heads of State of Nigeria
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Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua

President 2007 -2011.
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CHIEF OLUSEGUN OBASANJO

President 1999 – 2007.

GENERAL ABDULSALAMI ABUBAKAR

(born June 13, 1942) is a Nigerian general who was President of Nigeria from June 9, 1998 until

May 29, 1999.

GENERAL SANI ABACHA

(born 9 May 1936 in Lagos, south-west Nigeria) is a British trained Nigerian lawyer, industrialist and politician. He was appointed as interim president of Nigeria by General Ibrahim Babangida on 26 August 1993.

CHIEF ERNEST SHONEKAN

(born 9 May 1936 in Lagos, south-west Nigeria) is a British trained Nigerian lawyer, industrialist and politician. He was appointed as interim president of Nigeria by


    General Ibrahim Babangida on 26 August 1993. GENERAL IBRAHIM BABANGIDA

  

(born December 17, 1942) was the military ruler of Nigeria (December 31, 1983 - August 27, 1985) and an unsuccessful candidate for president in the

April 19, 2003 presidential election.

[image: ]MAJOR GENERAL MUHAMMEDU BUHARI

(born December 17, 1942) was the military ruler of Nigeria (December 31, 1983 - August 27, 1985) and an unsuccessful candidate for president in the April 19, 2003 presidential election.

DR. BENJAMIN NNAMDI AZIKIWE

November 16, 1904 – May 11, 1996.

ALHAJI SHEHU SHAGARI

(born May 25, 1925) served as the President of Nigeria's Second Republic (1979 - 1983).

SIR ABUBAKAR TAFAWA BALEWA

(December 1912 - January 15, 1966) First Nigerian Prime Minister

GENERAL OLUSEGUN OBASANJO

is a retired Nigerian Army general and former President of Nigeria. A Christian of Yoruba descent, Obasanjo was a career soldier before serving twice as Nigeria’s head of state, once as a military ruler, between February 13, 1976 to October 1, 1979 and again from May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2007, as elected President.

GENERAL MURTALA RAMAT MUHAMMED

(November 8, 1938–February 13, 1976) was a military ruler (Head of the Federal Military Government) of

Nigeria from 1975 until his assassination in 1976. GENERAL YAKUBU GOWON

(born October 19, 1934) was the head of state (Head of

the Federal Military Government) of Nigeria from 1966 to 1975.

MAJOR GENERAL JOHNSON AGUIYI-IRONSI

March 3, 1924, Umuahia - July 29, 1966, Lalupon, Oyo State, was a Nigerian soldier. He served as the Head of State of Nigeria from January 16, 1966 until he was overthrown and killed in a coup d'état on July 29, 1966.
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2007 September - The rebel Movement for


    :�e Emanc1pat1on of the Niger Delta (Mend) reatens to end a se/f-imposed ceasefire

  

and to launch fresh attacks on Oil facilities and abductions of foreign Workers.
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2001- T�iba/ War in Benue state, in eastern.

central N,gena, d1sp/aces lhousanas or

People. In October, arrny SOidiers sent to

Boo BthC- Jos Plateau settled by No_k a

2007

[image: ]rn1htanNtsokv1eUm2b1eCr-amSeursopoencsteodldNieirgsemrian

Quash the fighting ki// more than 2Uu

unarrnea civilians, apparenuy in retauauon SfoOridthieersa. bduction and murder or 19



neo1, ,c and iron age civilisation. 11th


    century onwards - Formation of city

  

Niqerian senate rejects Nigeria-Cameroon

agreement for hand-over of Bakass; Peninsula to Cameroon.
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2001 October - Nigerian President OiusegundObasanjo, South African President




    states, kingdoms and empires, including


    Hausa kingdoms and Barno dynast.y


    north, Oya and Benin kingdoms in dciu th.
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2007 December - £Fee Chaiirnan Nuh

�bekh,aN  Algenan President Bouteflika

R1badu is sideiinea u

Oit prices soar

2008

for theJafirnsut atirryn- e,OWit_itthravdI0eIseantc$e1inoooa,, barre/



aunc ew Partnership for African Devefoprnent, or Nepad, Which aims to foster deve/oprnent and open 9overnrnenc and end Wars in return foraid, foreign

o'tnvAemJtemaennet xapnodrtsh.e lifting of trade barriers
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16-1Bth centur;es - Slave trade: Mm1ons or Nigerians are forcibly sent to the Americas.

18

orOducing countries such as Nigeria and Algeria he/ping to drive up Prices.

2008 February- Mend leaders Henry Okah and Edward Atata extradited frorn Angola on susp1c1on of in_votvernent in attacks on

o,t cornpan'.es. Tribunal upholds eiect,on or
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Ethnic Violence

2002 February. Sarne 100 Peop/e are kl//ed in Lagos in clashes between Hausas

frorn rnainty.fstamic north and ethn1c

Yorubas frorn Predorninanuy-Christian southwset st. Thousands flee. CitY's governor




    09. Single lstarn;c state. Sokoto


    cat,phate- is founded in north.

  


    l1a8n3d0,sin-1tBhBe6-S0UC/ihv.il Wars Plague Yoruba


    [image: ]La91805S0.s. British establish Presence around 1861

  

Urnaru YarAdua as President foltowin

Challenge by r1vats Who Wantea tne Vgte

sugge s _retired airny officials stoked 0

viotence in attempt to restore military rule.

1914

- - Britain consofidates its hold

annulled because of vote rigging_ ver What 1t calls the Colony ana

20oa Apr;-/ Oit Production cut by about

72i,0e02 November - More than 200 Pea le

rPurtoet�tchtororautgehofloNcaig1elreiaa,dgeorsve. rns  by"indirect

half asa resutt of strike action and attacks on oipeJ,nes by militants; Probterns in Nh1'G9hesr.ia hetp keep Wortd Oil Prices at record



in four days of rioting stoked by Mifslirn ury over_ the Planned Miss VVorta 0eaury Pisargeetoacnmat tedkatodBunriatain.Decembe·r The event

2003 12

1

922- Part of former German COiony

0KfaNarneitorunns,smaadnddeadtet.o Nigeria Under League

20oa Au�us-t

Fo1tow;ng agreement

since

Apr;/ '. First legislative elections

1960• lndependen ·th p. .

:ao/;ef in March, Nigeria finally hands over a elonag-satasnsd, pinegnidnissuptuatteo. Cameroon' enaing

Irathn agrees to share nuclear technology




    end of rn1J,tary rule in 19119_ l-'01ung

  

marked by delays, allegations of baltot-ngg,ng_ President Obasanjo's Peopie-s

rDneclr]nonotcyr_at,c Party Wins National Assembly



Sir Abubak T,. ce, w, rirne Minister COa•l•it,on goavrernam,aewnat.Baiewa leaainga

1962-63- C ontroversia/ census fuels reg1onat and ethnic tensions.

w, Nigeria to hetp it increase its

Obasanjo re-elected 19 6

9enerat,on of electricity_

2008
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First civilian-run President/at
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[image: ]September- Militants in the Ni er

since end of rnititary rule.

[image: ][image: ]O(usegun Obasanjo elected for second terrn



uMpa1rnoirh-Gtaernyearad1rnJionh,sntsraotnioAng. uiYi-lrons; heads 1966

a ions, in response to What they aescrwe as

ubasnePsr.ovoked attacks by the military on their

Oit prices fa//

20oa October - The governrnenr announces_rnajor budget cuts foltow;n

steep falls in the Price ot Oil.

f?clrties reject resuJt. EU Poll gbsO/rife�'t?en

serious irregularities".
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ioiJuty- Nationwide genera/ strike caned o a er nine days after Qovernrnent agrees to IOWer recentty.fncreased fuel Prices.

1



JutY- trons; killed in counter Greopw/aacne.d by Lieutenant-Co1one1 rar:Jie,
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1967- Three eastern states seceae as the Republic of B1afra, sparking blooayc,v War.
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lnter-cornrnunat Violence in




    1970- Biafr0an leaders surrender, foirner

  

20oa November- At least 200 Pea le a� killea_dunng clashes between e;hrist,�ns a�o

Must,rns in the centra/ Nigerian town of Jos.

h0e0Niger Detta town of Warr; kills about

i��J;�;;'7�i7;�:Nigberi'{,s first satellite,


    , "',ecr, Y "Uss,an lbckec.

  


    Biafran reg, ns reintegrated into country_

  

�Moharn�rne:d:aW:;h:o�be�g· �!'f.1�r"".;"


    federat cap;/�/ to Abu1�ns Process of moving
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    January- The rnain rnititant group in

  

Niger Detta, Mend, calls off four-month acleliaesdeg-frioreupa_fter army attacks carnp or an

2004 January- UNb

76

�  • f:1oharnrned assassinated in failed

2009

Nigeria and Ca

[image: ]border. Both si�;'



rokers ta/ks between n about disputed



• up a«ernpt. Rep/aced by his deput Lieutenant-Genera/ Oiusegun Ooasa�o,

May- Niger Detta militant group Mend re1ects 9overnment Offer of amnesty arnnIhdtadrey_e/ares Offensive against Nigerian

Patrols. agree toJoinr securny

2004 May - State of ·

in the cen_trat Ptateaueffi!��!ii�t!c;�;�d 200 Mushrns are kilied in YeJwa in attacks



Who_hetps introduce American-styte Pres,dentia/ constitutio.n

t1o9p7_o9weErl.ections bring Alhaji Shehu Shaga,-;

ioo9 Jut-t Hundreds die in northeastern iger,a a,,er the Boko Haram tstarn,st

rnovernent launches a campaign or vio,ence in a_ bid to have Sharia law imposed on the

Hnt,re �Untry_ Security forces storm Boko leardaerrn.s stronghold and kill the rnovernenrs

Governrn_ent frees the leader or tne Niger Detta rn1J,tant group Mend, HenryUkah, after he accepts an amnesty orrer.

2009



by Christian militia; revenge attacks are launched by Muslim Youths in Kano.

Trouble in the south

[image: ][image: ]2004 August-Septembe-r Deaa1y ciasnes between gangs in oil city of Port Harcourt P��rnPts strong crackdo_wn by troops_ Higncs
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f U P ArnneS/y _lnternat,onat cites death ton


    , authorities say about 2u aiea.

  

1983 January Th

rnore than on-e .e government expefs Ghanaians, say;i;:g'�i�:ie;yners, rnostfy Visas and Were tak; . a overstayea rne,r

The rnove is condeng Jobs frorn Nigerians. Popular in Nigeria. rnned abroad but Proves

1983 August, September- Shagar; re-elected am,d accusations of irregularities.


    st Augu -

  

Two-month offer ofa




    2005_Juty- Pans Club of rich lenders agrees


    tforWeingtnedoefbf t.wo-thirds of Nigeria's $30bn

  


    1983 December - Major-Genera/

  

grno,vt,etarntrsnecnotmaemsninetsotyfofrocreN. iger Detta

Yar'Adua absent
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January onwards - Militants in the




    bMlOuOhcaftmesms acoduBp_uhari seizes Power in

  

2009 November - President Yar'Adua

�ave/s to Saud, Arabia to be treated fora eart COnd1t1on. His extended aosence

tcnaaI,ase,�oar h1cronntsotistutetiopndaolwcrnis. is and leads to

2010 January- At least 149 PeopJe are

[image: ]�%ed durinngdtwo days of violence between

-ciyrioSff,aJonas. MuS/irn 9angs in the centra1
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    9e_r Detta attack Pipelines ana Other

  

fac,ht,es and kidnap foreign Oil Workers0,.11 ne rebgeiotsn,sde01m1awnedalmtho.re contra/ over the

2006 February - More than 100

killed When rehgious violence ttar/s��Ple are

rna,nty-Mus1,m towns in the norrh ana in the southern city of Onitsha.

2006


    Apr;/· Helped by record oi/ Prices

  

1985- _Genera/ Ibrahim Babangida seizes

aooctIwVe/tyr.in blooatess coup, curtails Politicat

1993 June - Milita

Prefirninary results'[h annuts elections When Moshood Abiota. ow victory oy Chier

N19ato9,.3nAalugGuosv-ternPmoewnet.r transferred to Interim

19_93 November - Genera/ Sani Abacha

to transfer Power to \lice-President GOOdluck Jonathan until President Yar'Adua

is abJe to res_urne Presidency_ Mr Yar'Adua Wreoturkrn. s to Nigeria but does not return to

2010 March - More than 120

killed in clashes betweenMusi!/n� ���are



Nigeriffa becomes the first African nation to lPeanydoers.its debt to the Paris Cluo or rich

2006

[image: ]May- The Senate rejects Proposed chanqes to the constitution Which Woutd


    :iirir';;;;;igg7}lbasanjo to stand

  

Bakass; deaf

seizes PoWer, suppresses opPosiuon.

h1im_9s9-e4/f APbreios/iadeanrtr.ested after Proc/airning

1995- _ken Saro-Wiwa, Writer ana

;3rnpa1gner against oil industry damage to
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