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​ March 16
Quotations

 


 


“The secret of a happy
marriage remains a secret.”

— Henny Yougnman, born
March 16, 1906

 


 


“A commonplace of
political rhetoric has it that the quality of a civilization may be
measured by how it cares for its elderly. Just as surely, the
future of a society may be forecast by how it cares for its
young.”

— Daniel Patrick Moynihan,
born March 16, 1927

 


 


“The man who is possessed
of wealth, who lolls on his sofa or rolls in his carriage, cannot
judge the wants or feelings of the day-laborer. The government we
mean to erect is intended to last for ages.”

— James Madison, born
March 16, 1751

 


 


“You have been tried by
twelve good men and true...and they have said you are guilty. Time
will pass and seasons will come and go. Spring with its wavin’
green grass and heaps of sweet-smellin’ flowers on every hill and
in every dale. Then sultry Summer, with her shimmerin’ heat-waves
on the baked horizon. And Fall, with her yeller harvest moon and
the hills growin’ brown and golden under a sinkin’ sun. And finally
Winter, with its bitin’, whinin’ wind, and all the land will be
mantled with snow. But you won’t be here to see any of ‘em; not by
a damn sight, because it’s the order of this court that you be took
to the nearest tree and hanged by the neck til you’re dead, dead,
dead, you...son of a billy goat.”

— Judge Roy Bean, died
March 16, 1903

 


 


“In a free state there
should be freedom of speech and thought.”

— Emperor Tiberius, died
March 16, 37

 


 


 


​ Event of the
Day

First Liquid-Fuel Rocket
Launched

 


American professor and
inventor Robert H. Goddard, one of the founding fathers of modern
rocket science, built and launched the first liquid-fueled rocket
on March 16, 1926. He would go on to launch 33 more rockets between
1926 and 1941, reaching a height of almost two miles and speeds in
excess of 500 mph.

 


Rockets
themselves, of course, go back a lot farther than 1926. The
Chinese, inventors of gunpowder, used them as early as the 1232.
The Korean hwach’a (화차), or fire cart, first used in the
late 14th century, could launch up to 200 small rockets in a single
blast.

 


Europeans learned of
rockets and gunpowder in the 12th century. Our word “rocket” is
from the Italian rochetta
(little fuse), an early firecracker.

 


The Indians used rockets
against the British East India Company in 1792, and the British in
turn used them against the Americans in the the War of 1812 — the
“rocket’s red glare” of “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

 


Early science fiction
writers Jules Verne and H.G. Wells helped inspire the idea of
rockets for use in space travel. In 1903, Russian high school math
teacher Konstantin Tsiolkovsky published the first scientific work
on the topic.

 


It was Robert Goddard,
however, inspired by Wells, who turned theory into practice. His
book A Method of Reaching Extreme
Altitudes, was not well received, however,
receiving a scathing editorial in the New York Times. (They published a correction in 1969, right after Apollo 11
took off for the Moon.)

 


Goddard’s breakthrough
rocket design spurred research in Germany and Russia, and in less
than 20 years, German V-2 rockets, designed by Werner von Braun’s
team, attacked London and other targets in World War II.

 


Goddard’s work continued.
In 1917, he proposed a rocket launcher for infantry that eventually
turned into the bazooka. Relocating to Roswell, New Mexico, Goddard
continued his research. Unfortunately, the American military took
rockets less seriously than did the Germans, and Goddard received
few resources. His work was notable enough, however, that the
Soviets had an NKVD agent spy on his program, gaining important
information in the process.

 


The esteem that Goddard
enjoyed outside the United States was reflected in a remark Werner
von Braun made after the war: “Don’t you know about your own rocket
pioneer? Dr. Goddard was ahead of us all.”

 


Goddard died of throat
cancer in 1945, having received over 200 patents for his work.
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center is named for him, as is Goddard
Crater on the Moon.

 


A small statue marks the
site of his first flight.
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